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PREFACE 


We  here  offer  to  the  public  the  Fourth  Yolnme  of  the  "  Fath- 
ers of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  Europe  and  America," 
it  being  a  continuation  of  the  sainted  Dr.  Harbaugh's  work. 

"We  present  this  volume  under  the  sam.e  general  title  as  the 
others,  although  the  work  is  wholly  our  own — even  to  the  gath- 
ering of  the  materials.  It  contains  memoirs  and  sketches  of 
those  of  the  Fathers  whose  ministry  commenced  subsequent 
to  the  year  1786,  and  terminated,  with  few  exceptions,  after 
the  year  1850,  and  prior  to  1872.  The  volume,  therefore, 
brings  the  history  of  our  deceased  ministers,  all  of  whom  are 
included,  down  to  the  present  time — the  beginning  of  the 
year  1872.  It  contains  memoirs  and  sketches,  shorter  or  lon- 
ger, of  all  those  who  have  been  in  any 'way  connected  with 
the  ministry  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  this  country, 
not  included  in  the  previous  volumes.  If  any  of  these — even 
the  humblest  one — has  been,  omitted,  it  was  not  owing  to  a 
want  of  interest  or  care  on  our  part  in  the  effort  to  make  this 
work  as  complete  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  permit.  As 
far  as  it  lay  in  our  power  to  do  so,  we  have  hunted  up  the 
names  and  history  of  all  such,  as,  in  any  way,  were  entitled  to 
a  place  in  these  volumes. 

"With  all  our  care,  however,  some  omissions  may  possibly 
have  occurred,  and  we  shall  be  very  thankful  to  any  one  who 
may  point  out  these  omissions,  and  in  any  way  aid  usin  supplying 
the  deficiencies  in  the  future.     The  difficulty  of  getting  at  the 
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necessary  facts  in  preparing  a  work  of  tliis  kind  is  very  great. 
Many  excellent  and  well-meaning  persons  have  an  idea  that 
whoever  undertakes  to  write  a  history  of  this  kind  ought  to 
do  the  whole  work  himself ;  and  yet,  without  the  active  and 
cordial  co-operation  of  persons  living  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
in  which  these  deceased  ministers  spent  their  lives  and  followed 
their  high  and  holy  calling,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  get  the 
facts  which  enter  into  their  history,  in  such  a  life-like  and 
realistic  form  as  to  make  the  history  itself  interesting  and 
edifying  to  the  general  reader.  A  mere  mechanical  stringing 
together  of  lifeless  facts  can  never  make  up  anything  which  de- 
serves the  honored  name  of  history.  That  a  work  may  be 
worthy  of  this  characteristic  name,  requires  that  the  facts  be 
detailed  in  such  forms  and  connections  as  to  bring  up  a  real 
picture  of  the  life  and  labors  of  those  who  were  the  actors — • 
the  living  agents  in  the  events  which  it  is  proposed  to  record. 
This  demands,  to  some  extent  at  least,  the  vividness  of  eye- 
witness descriptions. 

In  the  present  volume  the  same  arrangement  has  been  ob- 
served as  in  the  previous  ones.  The  memoirs  or  sketches 
follow  each  other  in  strictly  chronological  order.  The  time 
of  entering  the  ministry  is  the  primary  date  by  which  the  ar- 
rangement is  governed,  and,  in  cases  where  two  or  more  per- 
sons entered  the  sacred  office  in  the  same  year,  the  one  who 
died  first  occupies  the  first  place  in  the  volume. 

To  the  collection  of  memoirs  or  sketches,  in  the  more  proper 
and  legitimate  sense  of  the  term,  we  have  appended,  as  in  the 
earlier  volumes,  a  large  number  of  brief  sketches  or  historical 
notices,  which  could  not  well  be  incorporated  with  the  main 
body  of  the  work,  and  yet  possessed  sufficient  historical  im- 
portance, local  and  general,  to  merit  a  place  somewhere. 
Hence  they  are  presented  under  the  general  and  comprehen- 
sive heading — "  Memorials  and  Annals." 

In  glancing  hastily  over  this  work  it  may  appear  as  though 
comparatively  too  much  space  was  allowed  to  some  of  the 
memoirs,  and  too  little  to  others  of  perhaps  equal  or  even 
greater  importance.     We  have  ourseh^s  sometimes  felt  the 
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difficulty  pressing  upon  us  while  getting  up  the  sketches ;  and 
yet  we  could  not  avoid  the  difficulty  without  seriously  im- 
pairing the  general  character  and  value  of  the  work.  In  some 
cases  the  history  is  so  involved  and  made  up  of  so  many  sep- 
arate and  distinct  incidents,  that  it  necessarily  required  more 
space  to  get  up  anything  like  a  well-connected  and  intelligible 
history  than  where  the  life  and  labors  of  an  individual  were 
more  regular,  and  the  several  incidents  in  his  history  followed 
each  other  in  logical  order.  The  less  prominent  persons 
therefore  often  required  the  most  work  and  the  largest  space 
to  present  anything  like  a  readable  and  intelligent  view  of 
their  life  and  disconnected  labors. 

We  make  no  apology  in  sending  out  this  Fourth  Volume 
of  the  "  Fathers  " — nor  do  we  ask  any  special  favors  in  the 
way  of  a  lenient  judgment  as  to  the  merits  of  the  work.  We 
are  fully  conscious  of  its  imperfections  ;  but  we  have  done  our 
best  to  present  the  work  in  a  satisfactory  character  to  the 
reading  public,  and  especially  to  the  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  who  are  more  immediately  interested  in  the  subjects 
presented.  We  have  all  along  realized  both  the  delicacy  and 
difficulty  of  the  subject,  and  we  have  written  in  the  fear  of 
God,  and  as  under  the  constant  feeling  of  accountability  to 
the  great  Head  of  the  Church.  We  have  not  put  down  a 
single  word  or  phrase  which,  in  our  honest  conviction,  was  not 
fully  warranted,  and  when  the  slightest  doubt  arose  as  to  the 
justice  or  propriety  of  any  representation,  we  always  expunged 
the  dubious  word  or  phrase.  "  What  is  writ  is  writ."  Where 
any  error  in  the  facts  detailed,  or  impropriety  in  the  form  of 
representation,  is  pointed  out,  we  shall  cheerfully  make  the 
necessary  correction,  and  besides  tender  our  sincerest  thanks 
to  the  person  or  persons  performing  this  kindly  service. 

As  the  work  thus  far  completed  is  intended  to  be  a  faithful 
record  of  the  lives  and  labors  of  our  deceased  ministers,  we 
earnestly  solicit  the  communication  of  any  additional  facts, 
which  may  serve  to  correct  and  complete  the  sketches  or 
memoirs  in  future  editions,  should  any  be  called  for.  We 
spent  a  great  deal  of  labor  and  money,  and  patience,  too,  in 
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the  matter  of  getting  the  necessary  information,  and  yet, 
after  having  waited  for  weeks,  and,  in  some  cases,  for  months, 
without  any  satisfactory  results,  we  had  to  go  to  work,  and, 
with  heartfelt  grief,  write  out  some  of  the  sketches,  as  the  best 
that  could  be  done,  in  the  meager  and  imperfect  form  in  | 
which  they  now  appear.  Parents,  friends,  widows  of  minis-  [ 
ters,  and  ministerial  brethren  who  lived  in  close  proximity  to 
the  deceased,  were,  in  many  cases,  written  to  without  any 
satisfactory  results,  and  only  to  make  us  feel  sad  in  learning 
how  little  can  be  expected  from  some  persons,  otherwise  well- 
disposed  and  clever,  and  pious  even.  There  are,  however, 
also  many  honorable  and  praiseworthy  exceptions,  noble  speci- 
mens of  earnest,  active,  generous  and  devoted  friends  of  the 
Church  and  her  sainted  ministers.  AVere  it  not  for  the  want 
of  space  we  would  be  disposed  to  record  here  the  names  and 
generous  deeds  of  such  to  their  deserved  and  lasting  honor. 
Their  disinterested  labors  and  generous  assistance  will,  how- 
ever, be  fouud  acknowledged  in  the  foot-notes  scattered 
throughout  the  several  volumes. 

We  have  now  finished  our  task.  We  have  finished  it  hon- 
estly and  earnestly,  and  in  love.  We  have  endeavored  to  do 
justice  to  all  the  sainted  dead.  If  a  single  word  or  syllable 
of  an  improper  character  has  been  written,  we  sincerely  regret 
the  mistake,  and  heartily  ask  forgiveness  of  God,  through  the 
mediation  of  Him  who  is  "  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and 
not  for  ours  only,  but  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  " — who 
himself  experienced  all  our  temptations  and  trials,  and  knows 
our  infirmities. 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  and  heartfelt  gratitude  to  Al- 
mighty God — the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ — for  hav- 
ing permitted  us  to  carry  forward  and  complete  this  work  of 
the  sainted  Harbaugh,  we  here  lay  down  our  pen.  "  And 
now  unto  the  King  eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise 
God,  be  honor  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen." 

Mount  Alto,  Pa.,  January,  1872. 
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THE  FATHERS 

OF 

THE   GERMAN  REFORMED   CHURCH. 


KEY.  THOMAS  POMP. 
1773—1852. 

Seldom,  indeed,  and  only  after  long  and  uncer- 
tain intervals,  does  the  history  of  the  Church  fiirnish 
Tis  with  a  man  whose  private  and  public  life  presents 
so  beautiful  and  faultless  a  picture  as  that  of  the 
venerable  Thomas  Pomp.  His  kind  and  amiable 
disposition,  simplicity  and  gentleness  of  spirit,  and 
his  many  other  excellent  social  and  domestic  quali- 
ties, place  him  among  the  most  eminent  of  that  hon- 
ored class  of  men  whose  lives  are  distinguished  for 
their  evenness  of  tenor,  quietness,  and  peaceful  rela- 
tions with  all  mankind.  Few  men,  if  any,  surpass 
him  in  these  respects.  All  the  accounts  we  have 
ever  heard  or  seen  of  him  uniformly  bear  testimony 
to  his  superior  excellence  and  transcendent  virtues. 

Thomas  Pomp  was  the  only   son   of  the   Rev. 
Nicholas  Pomp,  whose  history  is  given  in  a  preced- 
ing volume  of  this  work.     His  mother^s  maiden 
name  was  Antes,  and  not  "Fisher,"  as  given  by  . 
Dr.  Harbaugh."^     He  was  bom  on  the  4th  day  of  j 
February,  1773,  in  Skippack  township,  Montgomery 

*  See  vol.  II.,  p.  138.— The  main  facts  of  this  sketch  we  gathered 

(15) 


16  FATHERS    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH. 

coHnty,  Penna.,  where  his  father  was  then  living, 
being  in  charge  of  several  German  Eeformed  con 
gregations  in  that  section  of  country.  Thomas  was 
early  consecrated  to  God  in  baptism  by  his  pious 
and  devoted  parents,  and  growing  up  in  the  bosom 
of  a  truly  Christian  family  and  amid  its  hallowed 
and  elevating  influences,  Ave  may  be  well  assured 
that  the  blessed  fruits  of  this  early  consecration  and 
of  the  careful  religious  training  which  he  subse- 
quently received,  began  early  to  show  themselves  in 
the  character  and  conduct  of  this  highly  favored 
child.  In  due  time  he  realized  and  publicly  ac- 
knovdedged  the  claims  of  God  upon  his  life  and 
services,  and  was  accordingly  received  into  full  com- 
munion with  the  Church  by  the  solemn  rite  of 
confirmation. 

The  early  childhood  of  Mr.  Pomp  was  passed 
amid  the  quiet  scenes  and  innocent  sports  of  coun- 
try life.  When  about  ten  years  of  age  his  father 
received  a  call  from  the  German  Eeformed  Church 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  removed  with  his  lit- 
tle family  to  that  place  in  1783.  With  this  change 
in  his  outward  circumstances  and  relations,  the  life 
and  habits  of  little  Thomas  must  also  have  changed 
very  considerably.  His  later  childhood  and  youth, 
at  a  period  when  the  deepest  and  most  lasting  im- 
pressions are  made*,  were  thus  spent  amidst  the  busy 
and  ever- shifting  scenes  of  city  life.     His  facilities 

during  our  ministry  in  East  Pennsylvania.  Since  writing  it,  we 
have  consulted  Dr.  Bomberger's  sermons,  and  extracts  also  from 
Father  Pomp's  Record,  kindly  furnished  us  by  the  Rev.  John  Beck. 
See  also  Qer.  Re/.  Mess.,  May  5th  1852. 
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for  acquiring  an  English  education  were  corres- 
pondingly greater  here  than  in  his  country  home  ; 
and  this,  added  to  the  general  advantage  of  city  hfe, 
had,  doubtless,  much  to  do  with  the  formation  of 
his  Christian  character  and  the  cultivation  of  his 
mind.  Intellectually,  as  well  as  morally,  he  stood 
and  grew  up  in  the  midst  of  the  most  favorable 
surroundings.  His  higher  literary  and  theological 
studies  he  pursued  principally,  if  not  wholly,  under 
the  immediate  care  and  supervision  of  his  devoted 
and  accomplished  father,  who  was  now,  since  1790, 
pastor  of  some  congregations  near  the  place  of  his 
earhest  ministerial  labors,  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
In  the  year  1793,  when  only  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  entered  the  holy  ministry,  to  the  great  joy  and 
satisfaction  of  his  pious  parents,  who,  it  seems,  had 
steadily  and  with  deep  concern  looked  forward  to 
this  event."^  In  the  same  year  he  became  pastor  of 
several  German  Reformed  congregations  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pennsylvania.  He  remained  in 
this  first  field  only  about  three  years,  when  he 
resigned  the  charge  and  accepted  of  a  call  to 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  entering  upon  his  duties  in 
the  month  of  July,  1796.  The  charge  consisted 
originally  of  four  congregations — ^namely,  Easton, 
Plainfield,  Dryland,  and  Upper  Mt.  Bethel,  f 

The   congregations   were   at   very  inconvenient 
distances  from  Easton,  his  place  of  residence,  rang- 

*  See  vol.  II.  of  this  work,  p.  136.    His  Ordination  took  place  ia 
tlae  fall  of  1795.    Syn.  Min.,  1795,  p.  16  ;  and  1793,  p.  18. 

t  He  also  supplied  temporarily— Hamilton,  one  year  ;  Lower  Mt 
Bethel,  seven ;  and  Arndt's  nine  years. 
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ing  from  eight  to  twelve  and  some  fifteen  miles,  and 
comprising  an  immensely  large  and  extended  scope 
of  country.  In  addition  to  the  vast  extent  of  his 
field  and  the  number  of  congregations,  he  had  also 
other  difficulties  to  contend  with.  The  country 
around  Easton  was  broken  and  hilly,  the  condition 
of  the  roads,  at  that  early  period,  mostly  very  bad, 
The  field  was  truly  a  large  and  laborious  one,  and 
required  an  immense  amount  of  physical  labor, 
much  riding,  and  frequent  exposure  for  its  proper 
cultivation.  "At  the  expiration  of  twelve  years 
the  Mt.  Bethel  congregation  severed  its  connection, 
with  the  charge,  and  Lower  Saucon  was  admitted  in 
its  stead."* 

In  this  extensive  charge  he  continued  to  labor 
faithfully  and  with  universal  acceptance  to  the  close 
of  his  long  life — a  period  of  fifty-six  years.  Several 
changes,  however,  were  made  in  his  field  toward 
the  close  of  his  ministry.  In  the  year  1833,  after 
ministering  to  this  people  for  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, he  gave  up  the  congregation  in  Lower  Sau- 
con, which,  up  to  this  time,  had  formed  a  part  of 
his  charge.  This  gave  him  some  relief,  and  les- 
sened to  some  extent  the  excessive  labors  of  his 
calling.  Father  Pomp  had  already  been  in  the  min- 
istry over  forty  years,  and  began  seriously  to  feel 
the  effects  of  excessive  labor  and  the  pressure  of 
advancing  years.  He  greatly  needed  rest,  and 
eminently  deserved  to  be  relieved  of  some  part  of  the 
burden  which  rested  so  heavily  upon  him.     The 

♦Family  Records. 
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people,  wliom  he  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully 
served,  were  not  insensible  to  his  merits,  and  felt 
disposed  to  do  what  was  right  in  the  case.  Steps 
were  accordingly  taken  to  procure  him  some  assist- 
ance. The  Rev.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  who  was  then 
just  entering  upon  his  ministerial  course,  became 
associate  pastor  with  him  in  the  Easton  congrega- 
tion. This  arrangement  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  gradual  introduction  and  general  prevalence  of 
the  English  language  among  the  citizens  of  the  place^ 
as  well  as  by  the  increasing  infirmities,  advanced  age, 
and  excessive  labors  of  Father  Pomp. 

Owing  to  the  same  general  causes — his  age  and 
infirmities — ^he  was  induced  in  the  year  1848  or  '49 
to  resign  the  Plainfield  congregation,  the  most  dis- 
tant point  in  his  extensive  charge.  A  few  years 
later,  in  1850  or  '51,  and  for  like  reasons,  an  assis- 
tant was  appointed  to  the  Dryland  or  Hecktown 
congregation;  and  about  the  same  time,  or  probably 
a  httle  earlier,  he  was  also  kindly  relieved  from  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry  in  the  church  at 
Easton,  while,  however,  he  still  continued  to  retain 
his  former  pastoral  relation  with  some  provision 
for  his  support,  if  we  mistake  not,  up  to  the  time 
of  his  death.  It  was  with  extreme  reluctance,  as 
we  have  been  often  told,  that  the  aged  patriarch 
consented  to  give  up  preaching  "the  Gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God"  to  the  dear  people  whom  he  had  so 
long  and  faithfully,  and  also  with  such  universal  ac- 
ceptance, served ;  and  to  whom,  accordingly,  he  was 
bound  by  the  strongest  and  tenderest  ties  of  Christ- 
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ian  love  and  affection.  In  fact,  all  the  members  of 
his  charge,  with  but  very  few  exceptions,  had  been 
baptized,  instructed  and  confirmed  by  him,  and  many 
of  them  also  married,  during  his  active  ministry  of 
more  than  half  a  century  among  them. 

Few  men  have  ever  labored  so  long  among  a 
people  with  such  unabated  attachment  and  accept- 
ance. Every  person,  within  the  bounds  of  his  ex- 
tensive charge,  even  now  that  he  is  dead  and  gone, 
speaks  still  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  affection 
of  the  aged  and  venerable  pastor,  whose  image  still 
lingers,  like  a  vision  of  beauty,  in  the  memory  of 
his  grateful  parishioners.  Amidst  the  incessant 
changes  and  confusion  which  so  frequently  obtain 
sway  in  congregations  and  pastoral  charges  nowa- 
days, it  is  pleasant  and  truly  refreshing  to  meet  with 
an  instance  of  such  warm  and  lasting  attachment 
and  rare  fidelity  to  an  aged  and  worn-out  pastor.  It 
shows  what  a  strong  hold  the  faithful  and  loving 
shepherd  had  upon  their  hearts  and  affections  in  the 
earlier  and  more  active  period  of  his  ministerial  hfe 
and  labors  in  their  midst,* 

During  his  public  ministry,  extending  over  fifty- 
nine  years  or  upward,  Father  Pomp  baptized  7,870 
persons;  confirmed  3,616;  married  2,059  couple; 
and  buried  1,670.  f  These  figures,  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  what  has  been  already  said  of  the  expos- 
ure, and  the  many  thousands  of  miles  of  travel, 
through  heat  and  cold,  over  hiU  and  dale,  will  ena- 

*  These  facts  we  gathered  from  personal  intercourse  with  the 
people  of  Father  Pomp's  charge, 
t  Family  Records. 
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ble  us  to  form  some  idea  of  the  nature  and  extent 
of  his  official  labors. 

As  regards  the  general  character,  private  and 
public,  of  Father  Pomp,  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
add  much  to  what  has  been  already  said.  His 
numerous  friends  throughout  the  extensive  region 
of  country  over  which  his  ministerial  activity 
extended,  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  high  festeem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  his  own 
charge,  as  well  as  by  others,  who  enjoyed  the  pleasure 
of  his  acquaintance.  Wherever  you  go  among  the 
people  of  his  field  of  labor,  the  name  of  "  Father 
Pomp,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  is  mentioned 
with  reverence  and  afi'ection.  Many  of  the  more 
aged  members  of  the  Dryland  and  Plainfield  con- 
gregations, even  to  this  day,  love  to  relate  the  little 
incidents  which  occurred  in  their  former  acquain- 
tance and  intercourse  with  their  beloved  pastor; 
and  these  pleasant  incidents  are  almost  universally 
illustrative  of  his  good  nature,  innocence  and  gen- 
ial spirit,  and  of  the  esteem  and  friendship  which 
these  excellect  qualities  inspired.  Never,  during 
all  our  extensive  intercourse  with  those  simple- 
hearted  people,  while  preadiing  among  them  the 
gospel  of  Christ,  did  we  hear  a  single  unkind  word 
spoken  or  a  disparaging  remark  made  in  reference 
to  their  aged  pastor  and  friend. 

Such  a  character,  sustained  and  kept  pure  and 
unsulHed  during  a  period  of  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury of  private  and  pubhc  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple of  his  charge,  constitutes  the  best  and  noblest 
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monument  that  any  man  living  or  dyipg  could  de- 
sire. 

Father  Pomp,  so  far  as  we  could  learn,  was  not  a 
man  of  brilliant  parts,  extraordinary  talents,  or  ex- 
tensive acquirements.      Both   his   natural   endow-  : 
ments,  as  well  as  his  literary  and  theological  attain- 1 
ments,  were  of  an  ordinary  character.     His  preach-  ! 
ing  was  of  a  plain  and  practical  kind,  distinguished  | 
for  its  kindly  and  genjal  spirit  rather  than  for  its  | 
depth  or  power.     His  labors,  however,  both  in  and 
out  of  the  pulpit,  were  always  acceptable  to  the 
people  of  his  charge;  and  his  long- continued  and 
unabated  popularity  show  conclusively  that  he  was 
not  wholly   destitute  of  those   higher  intellectual 
qualities  which  secure  and  maintain  a  controlling 
influence  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  men. 

The  great  extent  of  his  charge,  and  the  distance 
of  his  country  congregations  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, not  only  proved  burdensome  to  him,  but  also 
interfered  very  materially  with  his  usefulness.  It 
is  hard  indeed  to  understand  how  those  venerable 
men,  the  early  fathers  of  the  Church,  could  at  all 
get  round  among  the  people,  and  accomplish  any- 
thing of  account  in  ^-the  way  of  direct  pastoral 
labor.  Every  four  weeks  only,  as  a  general  rule, 
could  they  visit  the  members  of  their  country 
churches,  and  then  frequently  only  on  Sunday^ 
when  the  whole  of  their  time  and  strength  was  re- 
quired to  fill  the  regular  preaching  appointments. 
Perhaps  a  few  hours,  at  most,  could  be  spent  in  vis- 
iting the  people  committed  to  their  spiritual  care 


THOMAS   POMP.  23 

and  supervision,  during  such  a  trip.  Even  wlien 
they  left  their  homes  on  Saturday  and  did  not 
return  again  until  Monday,  only  a  small  and  insig- 
nificant portion  of  their  members  could  be  reached 
and  benefited  by  direct  personal  intercourse  with 
them.  Considering  also  the  large  number  of  fune- 
rals which  would  naturally  occur  in  so  large  a 
district  and  require  the  pastor's  attention,  we  cannot 
wonder  that,  in  the  way  of  strictly  pastoral  visita- 
tion and  influence,  so  much  had  to  be  either  wholly 
neglected  or  but  imperfectly  performed.  Those 
things  are  mentioned  in  this  connection  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accounting  for  the  comparatively  backward 
state  of  our  churches  generally  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, and,  among  the  rest,  those  formerly  served  by 
Father  Pomp. 

The  good  men  who  labored  and  toiled  in  those 
extensive  fields,  and  under  such  immense  disadvan- 
tages, had  of  necessity  to  leave  much  good  unac- 
complished. For  what,  under  the  circumstances, 
actually  was  done,  they  merit  the  lasting  gratitude 
of  those  among  whom  they  lived  and  labored. 
Their  extensive  labors  and  herculean  efforts  deserve 
to  be  kept  in  everlasting  remembrance. 

Father  Pomp,  after  "having  served  his  genera- 
tion," and  accomphshed  the  work  entrusted  to  him, 
was  "  gathered  to  his  people "  in  a  good  old  age, 
full  of  years  and  weary  of  life,  hke  a  shock  of  corn 
fully  ripe  for  the  harvest.  He  died  at  his  residence 
in  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d  day  of  April, 
1852,  aged  79  years,  2  months  and  18  days. 
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On  the  SHCceeding  Sunday  his  remains,  followed 
by  an  immense  conconrse  of  sorrowing  friends,  were 
reverently  carried  ont  and  deposited  in  their  qniet 
resting  place,  in  the  Easton  Cemetery.  On  this  sol- 
emn and  interesting  occasion  a  suitable  discourse 
was  delivered  by  the  late  Eev.  Dr.  Hoffeditz,  in 
German,  and  another  one  in  English,  by  the  Eev, 
Dr.  Gray.  On  the  next  Lord's  day  an  appropriate 
funeral  sermon,  with  special  reference  to  the  life 
and  labors  of  the  deceased,  was  preached  in  the 
German  Eeformed  Church  by  the  Eev.  J.  H.  A- 
Bomberger.  Thus  were  the  solemnities  of  this  sad 
occasion  brought  to  a  close.  Long  will  the  day  of 
his  burial,  and  the  impressive  services  therewith 
connected,  be  remembered  by  the  people  of  Easton, 
and  especially  by  the  members  of  the  German  Ee- 
formed church. 

"  Thus  star  by  star  declines, 
'Till  all  are  passed  away, 
As  morning  high  and  higher  shines 

To  pure  and  perfect  day  ; 
Nor  sink  those  stars  in  empty  night, 
But  hide  themselves  in  heaven's  own  light." 
On  the  spot  where  his  remains  were  originally 
deposited  the  members  of  his  charge  have  erected 
a  beautiful  marble  monument,  as  an  evidence  of 
their  affectionate  regard  for  him,  who,  while  living, 
brake  unto  them  the  "  bread  of  life,"  the  pledge  of 
a  blissful  immortality  and  "reunion  in  heaven." 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Abraham  Kind,  of 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  we  have  been  furnished  with 
the  following  description  of  it : 
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"  The  monument  stands  near  tlic  center  of  tlie 
cemetery,  in  and  close  to  the  angle  formed  by  the 
East  and  South  walks,  and  about  fifty  yards  from 
the  gate  leading  into  the  cemetery  from  Fifth  street 
It  is  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  divided  into  two 
parts.  The  frustum  has  four  faces — on  three  of 
which  are  found  the  inscriptions  which  I  inclose. 
The  top  or  upper  half  of  i\iQ  frustum  rests  on  an 
ornamental  base ;  in  all,  it  is  about  ten  feet  hio-h 
simple  in  its  structure  and  beautifully  characteristic 
of  the  man  in  whose  honor  it  has  been  erected." 

On  the  several  faces  of  the  frustum  are   the  fol- 
lowing inscriptions : 

WEST   SIDE. 
In   memory  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pomp^  son  of 
the  Rev.  Nicholas  Pomp.     He  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pe)ina.,  Feb.  4,  1773,  and  died  April' 
22,  1852,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  aye  and  the  69th 
year  of  his  ministry. 

NORTH  SIDE. 
Tlie  only  son  of  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Ger^ 
'man  Reformed  Church  in  America.  He  early  con- 
secrated himself  to  the  services  of  tlie  Church  of  his 
father — he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel 
in  1793.*  In  July,  1796,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church  of  Easton,  Penna.,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  that  congregation  until  enfeebled  by 
age  and  called  to  an  eternal  reward.  His  long  and 
arduous  ministerial  labors  and  personal  worth  will 
ever  be  held  in  affectionate  remembrance  by  a  grateful 
people. 

SOUTH  SIDE. 
Erected  by  the  congregation. 

*  Should  be  1795.    See  note  on  page  17. 
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EEY.  LEBEECHT  L.  HIN-SCH. 

1769—1864 

Father  Hinsch,  at  tlie  time  of  liis  death,  was 
tlie  oldest  minister  in  the  German  Keformed  Churcli 
in  this  country,  being  ninety-five  years  of  age.  He 
was  a  European  by  birth  and  education — a  native 
of  Anhalt-Coethen,  in  Germany,  where  he  was  born 
in  1769.  He  prosecuted  his  academic  studies  in  the 
University  of  Halle,  and  his  theological  course  in 
Bremen.  *  Here  also  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the 
Gospel  when  only  about  twenty  years  of  age.  In 
1793,  or  quite  early  in  1794,  he  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  subsequently  settled  in  Creagerstown, 
Frederick  county,  Maryland,  taking  charge  of  the 
German  Keformed  congregation  in  that  place  and 
others  in  the  vicinity,  f  On  the  strength  of  this 
call  he  was  solemnly  set  apart  and  ordained  to  the 
ministry  during  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  in  Eead- 
ing,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  21st,  1794.:j: 
He  remained  in  this  first  field  of  labor  up  to  1804, 
a  period  of  ten  years,  when  he  removed  to  Adams 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Arendt's  charge,  consisting  of  Bender's,  Arendt's 


*  Ger.  Ref.  Mess.,  Aug.  2,  1865. 
t  Tom's  Creek  and  Apple's. 
t  Syn.  Min.,  1794,  p.  13. 
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Man'i  Creek  and  what  was  then  called  the  "  Klein 
Kirclie." 

After  laboring  in  this  charge  about  thirty  years, 
with  varied  success  and  amidst  many  difficulties  and 
trials,  as  we  learn  from  the  records  of  those  times, 
he  removed,  in  1834,  to  Piqua,  Miami  county, 
Ohio,  and  took  charge  of  two  congregations,  name- 
ly, Piqua  and  Bremen.  Here  he  continued  his 
pastoral  labors  for  nine  years  longer,  when  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age  obliged  him  to  cease  from 
preaching,  and  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days 
principally  in  retirement. 

In  the  year  1796  he  was  married  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalen Troxell,  who  preceded  him  to  the  eternal 
world  in  1832,  after  walking  by  the  side  of  her 
husband  in  hfe's  weary  pilgrimage  for  the  space  of 
thirty-six  years.  He  had  six  children — five  sons 
and  one  daughter.  Thirty-seven  grandchildren  and 
twenty-one  great-grandchildren  survived  him.  He 
passed  over  a  pilgrimage  of  ninety-five  years,  and 
was  in  the  ministry  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church  for  the  extraordinary  period  of  seventy- 
five  years.  During  the  last  five  years  of  his  life 
he  was  blind. 

"  Father  Hinsch  was  one  of  the  many  ministers 
whom  the  pious  care  of  the  Church  of  Holland 
prepared  and  sent  over  to  cultivate  the  waste  and 
destitute  places  in  the  German  Reformed  Church  of 
North  America.  The  last  and  only  clerical  link 
that  united  us  with  the  Church  and  ministry  of  the 
last  century  was  severed  by  his  death.     With  him 
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departed  tlie  last  pioneer  provided  for  us  by  the 
Chnrcli  of  ITolland,  the  last  ministerial  representa- 
tive of  the  German  Eeformed  Church  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century.  There  is  a  strange  interest,  a  fund 
of  wise  memories  connected  with  a  hoary  being,  ] 
whose  life  began  before  the  American  Eepublic.  The ' 
incidents  of  his  student  hfe,  the  perils  and  privations 
of  his  pioneer  ministry,  the  wild  legends  of  the  early 
settlers,  the  fast-departing  customs  of  those  earnest 
times,  but  dimly  seen  through  the  lowering  shades 
of  a  receding  century — all  these  he  could  describe  to 
life—'  could  tell  of  all  he  felt  and  all  he  saw.'  The 
traditions  and  incidents,  remembered  by  these  patri- 
archs, should  be  sacredly  recorded,  for  they  form  such 
staple  as  history  is  made  of." 

During  his  younger  daj^s,  and  while  laboring  in 
the  East,  Fatlier  Hinsch  occupied  a  very  prominent 
position  in  the  Church.  He  was  frequently  sent  as 
a  delegate  to  Synod,  attended  regularly  its  meetings, 
and  always  took  an  active  part  in  its  proceedings. 
His  name  appears  in  connection  with  almost  every 
important  movement  in  which  the  Church  was  en- 
gaged. He  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  onr  literary  and  theological  institutions, 
was  frequently  put  on  important  committees,  often  as 
chairman,  and  his  reports  presented  in  this  capacity 
are  singularly  just,  discriminative,  carefully  prepar- 
ed, and  characterized  by  an  admirable  spirit  of  piety 
and  moderation.  He  participated  freely  in  the  dis- 
cussions on  the  floor  of  Synod,  and  offered  many  im- 
portant resolutions.     He  served  as  a  member  of  the 
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committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  tlie  difficnlties 
connected  with  tlie  establishment  of  tlie  so-called 
Free  Synod.*  He  was  in  fact  closely  identified 
with  everything  which  pertained  to  the  pnblic  in- 
terests of  the  German  Reformed  Chnrch  of  that 
early  and  earnest  period.  His  record  in  this  respect 
compares  favorably  with  that  of  any  other  man 
then  connected  with  the  Synod. 

Father  Hinsch  was  a  thorough  scholar,  having 
been  educated  in  the  best  institutions  of  the  Old 
country,  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century. 
The  simple  fact  that  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of 
the  Fathers  in  Holland  is  decisive  evidence  of  his 
good  Christian  character,  as  well  as  of  his  hterary 
and  theological  attainments.  He,  however,  labored 
under  serious  difficulties  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
and  was  never  popular  as  a  preacher.  His  voice  was 
harsh  and  grating,  his  utterance  rapid  and  indis- 
tinct, and  his  manner  not  very  pleasing,  f 

In  personal  appearance,  if  we  remember  correctly 
the  description  given  us.  Father  Hinsch  was  rather 
large,  strongly  built,  and  of  a  robust  constitution. 
His  long  life  and  abundant  labors,  at  any  rate, 
woiild  seem  to  confirm  this  idea.  He  was  upon  the 
whole  an  extraordinary  character.  Few  men  can 
boast  of  a  pilgrimage  so  extended,  of  experiences 
so  diversified,  of  a  ministry  so  long,  and  of  a  life 
so  replete  Avith  strange  and  exciting  incidents — • 
more  than  covering  the  former  half  of  the  present, 

*Syn.  Mill.,  1822,  p.  17. 

+  Letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Sclmeck. 


30  FATHERS   OF   THE   REFORMED    CHURCH. 

and  nearly  all  of  the  latter  half  of  the  past  century, 
with  all  the  wonderful  changes  in  the  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  country,  and  in  the  customs  and 
habits  of  the  people,  which  so  long  a  period  of  time 
must  necessarily  have  produced. 

Father  Hinsch  died  in  Piqua,  Miami  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  month  of  August,  1864,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  95  years. 
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KEY.  SAMUEL  HELFPENSTEIN,  D.  D. 

1775—1866. 

I  There  is  a  strange  and  melanclioly  interest  con- 
nected with  this  aged  "Father  in  Israel."  He  out- 
lived, with  very  few  exceptions,  all  the  companions 
of  his  early  childhood  and  youth,  and  for  many  years 
stood  solitary  and  alone,  like  some  stray  and  favored 
tree,  spared  by  the  relentless  ax  of  the  woodman, 
in  a  forest  whose  glory  is  leveled  with  the  ground. 
He  attained  the  extraordinary  age  of  four- score  years 
and  eleven — his  life-time  extendins;  over  at  least  two 
or  three  generations.  We  stand  with  feelings  of 
mingled  wonder  and  admiration  before  so  venerable 
a  monument  of  the  hoary  past,  and  feel  an  eager  de- 
sire to  inquire  into  the  strange  experiences  of  joy 
and  sorrow  that  must  have  entered  into  a  life  and 
history  so  long  and  so  eventful  as  that  of  Father 
Helffenstein. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  born  in  German- 
town,  Pennsylvania,  April  17th,  1775.  His  father 
was  the  Rev.  John  C.  Albert  Helffenstein,  the  beloved 
pastor  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  place 
of  his  nativity.  His  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Kircher,  a  native  of  Philadelphia.  He  lost  his  fath- 
er in  1790,  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age.* 

*  See  Vol.  II.  of  this  work,  p.  226. 
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His  father  was  an  able  and  successful  minister  of 
tlie  Reformed  Church,  and  occupied,  during  his  brief 
ministry,  two  of  the  most  prominent  places  in  her 
connection.  His  mother  seems,  in  her  own  peculiar 
sphere,  to  have  been  as  justly  celebrated  as  her  hus- 
band ;  and  when  her  son  Samuel  was  of  the  proper 
age  to  enter  upon  a  course  of  study  preparatory  to 
the  holy  ministry,  for  which  he  was  piously  designed 
by  his  parents,  she  brought  him  boldly  to  the  Synod, 
then  assembled  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  cast 
him  wholly  and  feelingly  upon  the  spiritual  care  and 
guardianship  of  the  members  of  that  venerable  body 
— ^the  former  associates  in  office  of  her  husband — 
their  "companion  in  tribulation,  and  in  the  King- 
dom and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ." 

In  his  early  childhood  and  youth  Mr.  Helffenstein 
was  very  delicate,  and  constitutionally  weak  and  un- 
promising. "His  frame  was  slender  and  frail,  and 
his  face  and  features  almost  effeminate. "  It  could 
hardly  be  surmised  that  this  delicate  youth,  so  un- 
promising in  a  physical  point  of  view,  would  live  to 
become  one  of  the  oldest  ministers  in  the  Eeformed 
Church  of  America,  and  one  of  its  chief  ornaments. 
So  little  do  we  know  of  the  future  and  of  what  God 
has  in  store  for  us.  "  His  ways  are  not  our  ways ; 
neither  are  His  thouglits  our  thoughts."  When  the 
Lord  wants  laborers  in  His  vineyard  He  knows  whom 
to  call  there ;  and  calling  them,  He  also  m.akes  ]3ro- 
vision,  mediately  or  immediately,  for  Avhatever  is 
needed  to  fit  them  for  His  serv.ice.  It  was  so  in  the 
present  case.     The  Synod  generously  responded  to 
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the  solemn  and  affecting  appeal  of  the  widowed 
mother,  and  took  her  fatherless  child  under  its  fos- 
tering care  and  supervision,  and  piously  provided 
for  his  education. 

fie  pursued  his  preparatory  studies  partly  under 
the  care  of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Stock,  of  Shippensburg, 
and  partly  under  the  Eev.  Dr.  Melsheimer,  pastor  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  in  Hanover,  York  county, 
Pennsylvania.  His  theological  studies  he  prosecuted 
under  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Hendel,  the  elder,  pastor 
of  the  German  Eeformed  Church  in  Eace  street, 
Philadelphia.  After  completing  his  literary  and 
theological  course,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel, and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry  in  the  year 
1796  or  '97."^  He  received,  about  this  time,  a  call 
to  the  pastorate  of  the  Boehm's  and  Wentz's  con- 
gregations, in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  accepted,  and  entered  immediately  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office.  In  1798,  the  death  of  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Hendel  caused  a  vacancy  in  the  Eace  street 
church,  in  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Helffensteixi  was 
unanimously  called  to  become  their  pastor ;  and,  hav- 
ing accepted  this  call,  he  entered  upon  his  duties  in 
the  spring  or  summer  of  1799,  Here  he  labored 
with  much  zeal  and  fidelity  for  the  space  of  thirty- 
two  years.  His  pastorate  of  this  Church  was  full  of 
trouble  to  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  It  was  the  transi- 
tion period  in  the  history  of  thig  congregation,  and 
could  not  well  be  expected  to  pass  over  without  some 

storms  and  tribulations.     Weary  of  life  and  conten- 

■        —  -  " — ^-3 

*  Si'Q  the  recorii  in  the  case  ;  Svu.  >riii.,  1796,  p.  19. 
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tion,  he  at  length  relinquished  his  charge,  and  retired, 

in  1832,  to  his  private  residence  in  the  vicinity  of 

North  Wales,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Here  he  employed  his  leisure  hours  in  literary  and 

!  theological  pursuits.   In  1846,  he  published  a  system 

;  of  Didactic  Theology,  which  probably  embodied  the 

■  substance  of  his  lectures  to  the  numerous  theological 

1  students,  whom,  at  an  earlier  period,  he  prepared  for 

the  holy  ministry. 

As  it  may  hereafter  be  a  matter  of  historical  in- 
terest to  some,  we  insert  here  a  list  of  the  names  of 
Dr.  Helffenstein's  students,  as  prepared  by  himself, 
with  the  words  by  which  the  list  is  prefaced.*  He 
says: 

"  Having  been  informed  that  you  wish  to  have  the 
names  and  number  of  students  that  studied  under 
me,  I  herewith  send  you  a  list,  as  far  as  I  remember, 


VIZ. : 

Theo.  L.  Hoffeditz,  Jacob  Mayer, 

Henry  Gerhart,  John  Zuelch, 

Isaac  Gerhart,  Daniel  Zeller, 

Fredk.  A.  Scholl,  J.  A.  Strassbiirger, 

Jacob  Scholl,  Saml.  Helffeustein, 

John  S.  Ebach,  Albert  Helffenstein, 

Martin  Bruner,  Jacob  Helifenstein, 

George  Weisz,  John  Helfrich, 

J.  W  Hamra,  Henry  Bibighaus, 

This  large  number  of  young  men,  prepared  for  the 
ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church  by  Dr.  Helffen- 
stein, with  few  exceptions,  became  earnest  and  de- 
voted laborers  in  the  vine3^^rd  of  the  Lord,  and  firm 


John  Wiuebrenner, 
John  Rudy, 
George  Mills, 
Charles  Knaus, 
Samuel  Seibert, 
Daniel  Hertz, 
Jacob  Hassler, 
Henry?  Snyder, 
Benjamin  Beyer. 


*In  a  lettor  to  Dr.  Harbaugh,  aat«d  July  Uth,  ISoL 
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and  steadfast  friends  of  our  beloved  Zion.  His  in- 
fluence in  this  respect  was  very  extensive  in  the 
matter  of  building  up  our  congregations  and  culti- 
[  vating  our  waste  and  destitute  places.  We  may 
safely  say  that  Dr.  Helff'enstein  exerted  a  far  greater 
influence  on  the  Church  in  this  indirect  way  than  by 
his  more  specifically  ministerial  and  pastoral  activity. 
Most  of  these  early  students  and  laborers  in  the  Re- 
formed Church  have  passed  away,  but  a  few  still 
*' remain  unto  the  present." 

Dr.  Helffenstein  always  took  an  active  part  in  ad- 
vancing the  general  interests  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
He  was  regular  in  his  attendance  upon  the  meetings 
of  Synod,  and  participated  freely  in  its  discussions. 
He  was  frequently  placed  on  important  committees, 
took  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  estabhshment 
of  our  institutions  of  learning,  and  labored  faithfully 
for  their  prosperit}^  The  various  benevolent  enter- 
prises of  the  Church  also  met  with  his  entire  and 
cordial  approbation,  and  were  warmly  advocated 
by  him,  both  in  private  and  on  the  floor  of  Synod. 
His  name,  in  fact,  stands  identified  with  every 
good  and  noble  cause  which  claimed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Church  durins;  his  active  life  and  min- 

o 

istry. 

In  1824,  the  Synod,  during  its  session  at  Bedford, 
Pennsylvania,  resolved  to  establish  a  theological 
seminary  in  connection  with  Dickinson  College,  in 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  officers  of  the  Synod 
were  constituted  a  committee  to  tender  a  call  to  Dr. 
Helffenstein  as  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  institu- 
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tion  about  to  be  established."^  This  call  he  saw 
proper  to  decline;  but  he  ever  afterwards  continued 
to  take  a  deep  and  earnest  interest  in  the  prosperity 
of  this  "School  of  the  Prophets." 

The  following  description  of  Father  Helffenstein's 
personal  appearance  we  cheerfully  copy.  It  is  from 
the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Albany,  New 
York,  in  an  account  which  he  gives  of  a  visit  to  the 
aged  patriarch.     He  says : 

"  The  cars  arrived,  in  due  time,  at  the  South  Wales 
depot,  where  I  found  waiting  for  me  the  Rev.  Albert 
Helftenstein,  Jr.,  to  take  me  to  his  father's  house, 
distant  about  one  mile.  His  father  is  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel  Helffenstein,  who  has  long  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent  ministers  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  who  has  now  (1863)  reached  his  eight}'- 
ninth  year,  having  been  born  in  the  earliest  period 
of  the  American  Revolution.  He  is  a  nran  of  most 
venerable  appearance,  tall  and  slender,  and  stooping 
slightly,  probably  from  the  effects  of  age ;  is  of  a 
benign  and  intelligent  aspect  and  a  naturaHy  bright 
eye,  though  it  has  almost  ceased  to  perform  its  office, 
as  he  is  barely  able  to  distinguish  the  faces  of  his 
friends.  His  hearing,  also,  is  considerably  impaired, 
though  a  distinct  utterance,  in  not  much  above  the 
ordinary  tone,  is  quite  intelligible  to  him.  His  in- 
tellectual fticulties,  I  should  suppose,  have  scarcely 
failed  at  all ;  and  his  memor}^,  so  far  as  I  could  see, 
did  its  office  perfectl}^  I  have  no  doubt  that  his 
knowledge  of  the  earlv  German  Reformed  ministry 

*Syn.  Mill.,  1824,  pp.  31-32. 
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is  mucli  greater  than  that  of  any  other  person  now 
living.  Of  several  who  died  between  1790  and  1800, 
he  has  perfectly  distinct  and  intelligible  recollections. 
His  father  was  an  eminent  minister  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church  in  Germantown,  and  he  was  him- 
self pastor  of  a  church  in  Philadelphia,  from  1799 
to  1831,  though  his  ministry,  owing  to  several  causes, 
seems  to  have  been  a  scene  of  no  little  disquietude. 
On  resigning  his  charge  in  Philadelphia  he  moved 
up  to  Gwynedd,  where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  For 
four  years  he  supplied  the  pulpit  regularly  in  a  place 
called  Lower  Saucon ;  but  for  a  considerable  time 
past  he  has  not  preached  at  all.  And  yet  I  could 
not  see  why,  apart  from  this  defect  of  his  vision,  he 
might  not  conduct  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  as 
well  as  ever.  He  has  had  great  influence  in  the 
Church,  and  is  the  author  of  a  highly  creditable 
work  on  Didactic  Theology.  Three  of  his  brothers 
and  three  of  his  sons  entered  the  ministry — though 
one  of  his  sons  is  connected  with  the  New  School 
Presbyterian  Church.  His  son  Albert  has  been  for 
some  time  disabled,  for  the  most  part,  for  preaching, 
and  lives  with  his  father.  He  is  a  gentlemanly  and 
intelligent  man,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  for  some  time  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  By  both  the  sons  and 
father,  and  all  the  inmates  of  the  house,  I  was  re- 
ceived with  a  degree  of  hospitality  and  kindness 
that  has  made  my  visit,  to  myself  at  least,  a  mem- 
orable one.""^ 

*Rej:  Ch.  Mess.,  Pec.  9tll,  1863. 
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In  tlie  year  1797,  Dr.  Helfienstein  entered  into 
matrimonial  relations  with  Anna  Christina  Steitle, 
only  child  of  Emanuel  and  Catharine  Steitle.     He 
had  twelve  children,  four  of  whom  survive  him.  | 
Three  of  them  were  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  two  of  1 
whom,  since  his  decease,  have  followed  him  to  the ; 
eternal  world ;  the  third  one  is  still  engaged  in  the  ' 
active  duties  of  his  office. 

With  so  large  a  family  depending  upon  him  for 
support  and  requiring  his  attention,  we  may  well 
suppose  that  he  had  his  heart  and  his  hands  full.  Yet 
all  these  children  were  cared  for  amidst  the  labors 
and  anxieties  of  a  city  charge,  during  a  period  of 
extraordinary  difficulties  and  trials.  Many  a  good 
man  would  have  sunk  imder  this  immense  burden 
and  given  up  in  despair ;  but  the  energy  and  perse- 
verance of  Dr.  Helff'enstein  carried  him  safely  through. 
It  was  only  after  laboring  in  the  ministry,  earnestly 
and  faithfully,  for  the  period  of  thirty-five  years, 
and  undergoing  untold  hardships  in  connection  with 
the  difficulties  in  the  Eace  street  church,  Philadel- 
phia, that  he  withdrew  from  the  scene  of  conflict, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  from  the  active  duties  of  the 
ministry.  While  living  in  retirement,  however,  he 
was  not  altogether  unemployed.  He  frequently 
preached  for  his  ministerial  brethren,  and  also,  for 
a  term,  regularly  supplied  the  congregation  in  Lower 
Saucon,  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania.  A  few 
of  the  older  members  of  this  congregation  still  re- , 
member  him  as  their  faithful  pastor,  and  speak  of 
him  with  much  tenderness  and  affection. 


SAMUEL    lIELFri:NSTEIN.  39 

The  family  to  whicli  Di-.  Helffenstein  belonged 
bears  tbe  enviable  reputation  of  liaving  furnished 
the  German  Eeformed  Church  of  this  country,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  a  larger  number  of  min- 
isters than  any  other  single  family  on  record.  And 
this  priestly  character  of  the  family  seems  to  have 
come  down  from  the  remotest  period  of  the  Eeformed 
Church  in  the  Old  country  even.  Its  ministerial 
history  runs  back  probably  to  the  time  of  the  Ee- 
formation,  furnishing  a  striking  illustration  of  God's 
faithfulness  to  them  that  fear  Him  and  keep  His  com 
mandments. 

The  pulpit  abilities  of  Dr.  Helffenstein  are  said  to 
have  been  of  a  high  order.  Indeed,  this  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  famil}^.  Most  of  them  were  pleasant 
speakers,  having  an  easy  flow  of  language,  accom- 
panied with  strong  and  ardent  feeling.  If  such  an 
emotional  nature,  when  imguarded,  is  in  danger  of 
running  into  extravagance  and  lawless  enthusiasm, 
it  also  peculiarly  fits  men,  under  proper  culture  and 
restraint,  for  becoming  agreeable  and  efficient  speak- 
ers. Such  was  the  case,  as  far  as  we  know,  with 
Father  Helft'enstein.  Both  in  the  congregations  which 
he  served,  and  among  his  ministerial  brethren,  he 
occupied  a  very  prominent  position. 

Long  and  wearisome  was  the  pilgrimage  of  the 
aged  father.  His  life  extended  over  a  period  of 
more  than  four-score  years  and  ten.  His  labors, 
especially  in  the  earlier  period  of  his  ministry,  had 
been  many  and  arduous.  His  life  was,  in  many  re- 
pects,  a  busy  and  eventful  one ;  an  1  his  long  and 
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faithful  services  in  the  German  Eeformed  Chnrch 
entitle  him  to  lasting  honor.  His  name  will  ever 
be  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

Of  the  last  illness  of  Father  Helffenstein,  and  the 
particular  circumstances  connected  with  his  death, 
we  are  not  fully  informed;  but  his  end  is  said  to 
have  been  calm  and  peaceful,  and  illuminated  with 
the  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection  and  life  eternal 
in  the  world  to  come.  He  died  at  his  residence, 
near  Gwynedd,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  17th,  1866,  aged  91  years  and  6  months. 
His  mortal  remains  were  deposited  in  the  "  family 
vault,"  at  North  Wales,  Pennsylvania,  beside  those 
of  his  faithful  companion,  who  preceded  him  to  the 
eternal  world,  January  12th,  1860,  in  the  81st  year 
of  her  age. 

"  The  grave  is  now  a  favored  spot 

To  Saints  wlio  sleep  in  Jesus  blest, 
For  there  the  wicked  trouble  not, 
And  there  the  weary  are  at  rest." 
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1782—1865. 

Father  Boger  was  born  December  15tTi,  1782, 
in  Rowan  county,  Nortb  Carolina,  in  the  same  com- 
munity in  whicb  be  subsequently  lived,  labored, 
and  died.  When,  and  by  whom,  be  was  baptized 
and  tbus  brought  into  the  covenant,  does  not  ap- 
pear, but,  in  all  probability,  this  ordinance  was 
administered  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Suther,  who,  from 
the  year  1768  to  1786,  preached  in  that  region  of 
country,  and  is  supposed  to  have  founded  most  of 
the  German  Reformed  Churches  in  that  section  of 
the  State.* 

In  early  life  he  was  admitted  to  full  membership 
in  the  German  Reformed  Church  by  the  rite  of  con- 
firmation, administered  possibly  by  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Christman,  who,  during  the  meeting  of  Synod  at 
Reading,  Pennsylvania,  in  1794, f  was  "proposed 
for  the  ministry ;"  and,  in  1798,  was  examined  and 
ordained  in  response  to  a  petition  "from  six  congre- 
gations in  North  Carolina,  asking  that  Mr.  Christ- 
man,  from  their  vicinity,  might  be  ordained  as  their 
minister."     Or  perhaps  he  was  brought  into  the 

*See  Vol.  II.,  p.  15S,  of  this  work. 
fSyn.  Miu.,  1794,  p.  13,  and  1798,  pp.  22-2.3. 
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Churcli  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Loretz,^  v;lio,  "about 
the  year  1798,  commenced  preacbing  and  minister- 
ing in  a  wide  field,  embracing  a  large  part  of  both 
the  Carolinas,  from  Orange  county,  in  North  Caro- 
lina to  beyond  the  river  Saluda,  in  South  Carolina, 
a  distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  much  ability  as  a 
preacher.  He  was  zealous  in  liis  work,  and  success 
crowned  his  labors.  He  was  active  in  the  ministry 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1812." 
Or  lyjssihly  he  may  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Weyberg,  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Weyberg,  of 
Philadelphia,  who,  about  this  time,  made  a  mission- 
ary tour  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  spent 
some  j^ears  in  the  region  of  country  in  which  Mr. 
Bo2:er  was  born  and  reared. 

This  last  supposition  has  most  in  its  favor.  At 
any  rate,  some  time  after  his  confirmation,  in  the 
year  1799,  he  commenced  his  studies  preparatory  to 
the  holy  ministry,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Weyberg.  In  the  memoir  of  this  good  and  ac- 
tive man — a  genuine  pioneer — prepared  by  his  son, 
and  found  in  another  part  of  this  work,t  Mr.  Roger 
is  referred  to  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  as  a 
young  man  of  much  promise,  modest,  pious,  and 
earnest,  concerning  whom  the  aged  servant  of  Christ, 

*Seo  Vol.  II.,  of  this  work,  p.  403,  Dr.  Harhaus^li  calls  liini 
"Leiitz,"  which  is  evideutlv  a  mistake  of  the  printer,  who,  in  tho 
sources  consulted,  substituted  this  naine  for  that  of  Loretz.  Ho 
states,  in  a  note,  that  "  Loritz"  had  heen  susfjcestel  as  probahlv 
the  corref't  form.  Loretz.  however,  is  the  true  nam^.  See  his 
memoir  in  another  part  of  this  work,  Vol.  111.,  pp.  15-20,  where 
this  subject  is  fully  discussed. 

t  See  Vol.  III.  of  this  work,  pp.  42-57. 
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we  are  told,  often  spoke,  and  tliat  witli  mucli  feeling 
and  evident  satisfaction. 

For  some  reason  not  stated  Father  Boger  remained 
nnder  the  care  and  tuition  of  Rev.  Weyberg  during 
only  a  part  of  his  theological  course.  He  completed 
his  studies  under  the  Rev.  Andrew  Loretz,  already 
referred  to  as  preaching  in  parts  of  North  and  South 
Carolina,  from  1789  to  1812.  He  was  ordained  to  the 
Gospel  ministry  in  March,  1803,  and  placed  over  the 
German  Reformed  Churches  in  Rowan  and  Cabarras 
counties.  By  what  authority  he  was  ordained  does 
not  appear. 

"In  the  year  1818,  he  attended  the  meeting  of 
Sjmod  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  received 
as  a  member  of  that  body.  He  continued  to  labor 
in  his  charge,  extending  his  labors  to  other  counties, 
and  also  in  South  Carolina,  until  1830,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  lamented  Rev.  Daniel  B.  Lerch. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lerch,  in  1834,  he  partially  sup- 
plied his  former  charge  for  a  number  of  years.  He 
preached  308  funeral  sermons,  baptized  1,919  child- 
ren, confirmed  607  persons,  and  solemnized  301  mar- 
riages. For  many  years  he  was  not  able  to  preach,  but 
the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  welfare  of  the  Church 
continued  unabated  in  his  last  days.  Truly  he  was  a 
good  man — kind  and  affectionate  in  all  the  relations 
he  sustained.  At  hi  sown  request,  a  sermon  was  preach- 
ed at  the  house  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Anthony,  of  the  Luther- 
an, and  another  at  the  church  by  the  Rev.  Thornton 
Butler,  pastor  of  the  German  Reformed  Church."* 

*  West.  Miss.,  Nov.  9th,  1865. 
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Father  Boger  died,  after  living  many  years  in 
peaceful  retirement  among  his  friends,  in  Cabarras 
county,  North  Carolina,  June  19th,  1865,  aged  82 
years,  6  months  and  4  days. 

He  was  tall  and  slender,  had  little  enterprise  and 
not  much  energy  of  character ;  but  sincerely  loved 
the  Church  of  his  choice,  and  devoted  himself  to 
her  welfare  and  prosperity.  He  was  a  good  man ; 
quiet,  reserved  and  of  few  words.  He  rests  in  peace. 
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EEY.  FEEDERICK  A.  RAHAUSER 

1782—1865. 

Father  Rahauser  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  tlie 
German  Reformed  Churcli  in  tliis  country,  both  east 
and  west.  He  was  one  of  that  noble  and  heroic 
band  of  men,  who,  for  the  love  they  bore  to  Christ, 
were  willing  literally  to  leave  father  and  mother^ 
and  sisters  and  brothers,  and  home,  with  all  its  en- 
dearments, to  go  forth  into  a  wild  and  but  partially 
cultivated  country  to  proclaim  the  "good  news"  of 
life  and  salvation  to  their  fellow-men.  These  early 
heralds  of  the  cross  had  untold  hardships  to  endure 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  ministerial  work ;  and 
it  required  a  vast  amount  of  moral  courage  and 
Christian  fortitude  and  grace  to  enter  upon  such  a 
calling. 

The  aged  and  venerable  father,  whose  life  and  la- 
bors we  here  record,  entered  the  ministry  in  1807, 
when  the  country  was  comparatively  new  and  wild ; 
but  he  was  fully  equal  to  the  task.  He  had  not 
only  courage  to  face  these  difficulties,  but  power  also 
to  labor  successfully,  and  approve  himself  a  faithful 
[  servant  of  Christ,  and  a  devoted  pastor  and  friend 
of  the  Church  in  whose  service  he  stood. 

"  He  was  an  earnest  preacher.  His  love  for  our 
Heidelberg  Catechism  at  once  declares  his  appreci- 
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ation  of  its  influence  as  a  nurturing  power  over  tlie 
youtli.  His  cateclietical  classes,  and  tlie  number  of 
catechumens  whom  lie  led  to  the  altar  to  receive 
confirming  grace,  proclaim  him  to  have  been  a  faith- 
ful pastor.  Though  we  feel  he  has  done  much,  yet, 
being  of  a  modest  nature,  from  him  we  have  heard 
no  wordy  parade  of  his  labors.  His  natural  dispo- 
sition, confirmed,  too,  by  grace,  rather  led  him  to 
cultivate  a  keen  sense  of  unworthiness.  His  con- 
templations of  the  blessed  Cross  seem  to  have  left 
Mm  in  a  self-abasing  frame  of  heart,  Nothing  had 
he  done ;  all  had  been  accomplished  by  his  dear 
Master.  Unspeakably  comforting  to  him  was  it  to 
surrender  himself  into  the  hands  of  his  Saviour. 
Few  words,  and  these  earnest  and  eloquent  with 
meaning,  which  he  occasionally  uttered,  announced 
to  the  writer  that  such  was  the  usual  state  of  his 
mind.  And  so,  he  had  little  to  tell  of  his  ministe- 
rial labors,  and  that  little,  which  is  now  available, 
was  drawn  from  him  as  replies  to  questions  address- 
ed to  him  on  the  subject,'* 

Frederick  A,  Rahauser,*  born  in  York  county, 
Pa.,  in  1782,  was  the  son  of  Daniel  Rahauser,  a  far- 
mer and  weaver.  He  was  brought  up  to  the  calling 
of  his  father  till  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  One 
of  his  main  reasons  for  learning  the  trade  of  coverlet 
weaving  was  to  shield"  his  timid  and  bashful  spirit 
from  a  more  public  and  open  life  among  the  people. 
To  such  an  extreme  degree  did'this  shrinking  mod- 


*  See  two  interesting  communications  in  the  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  of 
Aug.  2,  1865:  one  of  them  by  Rev.  (i.  B,  Russell,  from  which  thia 
sketch  is  principally  taken. 
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esty  and  retiring  spirit  carry  him,  that  lie  never 
visited  liis  neighbors  hving  only  a  mile  from  his 
father's  house. 

He  lived  in  an  ignorant  community,  which  was 
not  as  sinless  as  it  was  simple.  So  he  grew  up  with 
others ,  and  for  four  months  only  he  attended  an 
English  school.  He  was  thought  rather  smart  by 
the  neighbors ;  and  this,  together  with  the  fact  of 
his  good  character,  led  many  to  speak  to  him  as  a 
proper  young  man  to  study  for  the  holy  ministry. 
He  did  not  at  first,  however,  feel  the  force  of  this 
part  of  the  outward  call  to  the  work  of  preaching  the 
Gospel.  He  flatly  refused,  owing  in  part  to  his 
bashful  habit;  and  not  until  some  time  after  his  cate- 
chization  and  confirmation,  which  took  place  in 
York,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old,  did  he  take  it 
seriously  to  heart.  Then,  having  been  brought  to 
feel,  under  the  power  of  gracious  nurture,  that  he  was 
not  his  own,  but  belonged  to  His  faithful  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  in  body  and  soul,  in  life  and  death,  it 
was,  that  the  duty  of  preparing  to  preach  these  truths 
to  others  came  home  to  him  with  a  force  that  could 
not  be  innocently  resisted.  His  humble  and  quiet 
trade,  that  he  had  selected  in  order  that  he  might  be 
able  to  stay  at  home,  was  now  to  be  given  up  for 
the  very  opposite  kind  of  hfe  in  the  discharge  of 
the  public  duties  he  would  assume. 

Having  got  a  clearer  insight  into  the  grace  and 
truth  of  the  gospel,  he  was  wilhng  to  do  anything 
for  Jesus.  But  at  the  very  first  he  met  with  much 
unexpected  delay  and  refusal  in  his  purpose  to  study 
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for  the  ministry.  His  health  finally  gave  way, 
however,  under  his  longings,  and  his  labors  then  at 
the  loom  had  of  necessity  to  cease. 

His  earnest  mother  and  loving  sister  now  came  to 
his  aid,  and  joined  their  united  plea  for  his  father's 
permission,  that  he  might  begin  his  preparatory 
studies.  His  pastor,  also,  the  sainted  Father  Wag- 
ner, sjDoke  to  his  father  and  urged  him  to  allow  Fred- 
erick to  study,  if  he  desired  it. 

The  age  of  twenty-one  years  was  finally  reached 
before  consent  was  gained;  and  then,  with  joyful 
hope,  yet  at  the  same  time  with  trembling  fear,  he 
began  the  dry  details  of  the  Latin  grammar.  How 
many  other  young  men  are  kept  out  of  a  life  of  use- 
fulness in  the  holy  ministry  by  no  longer  delays, 
and  no  greater  hinder ances  than  those  our  reverend 
Father  had  to  meet  and  overcome.  Those  were  the 
days,  too,  when  no  friendly  colleges  and  theological 
seminaries  stood  with  inviting  arms  to  help  earnest 
young  men  forward. 

He  accordingly  commenced  to  study  privately,  un- 
der the  tuition  of  his  brother,  Eev.  Jonathan  Eahau- 
ser,  at  Hagerstown,  who,  being  eighteen  years  older, 
had  already  entered  the  ministry,  having  studied 
with  Father  Hendel,  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

His  first  efibrts  at  study  were  successful,  and  to 
his  friends  satisfactory.  He  then  for  two  years  af- 
terwards studied  with  Eev.  Melsheimer,  a  Lutheran 
minister  at  Hanover,  Pa.,  who  is  represented  as  hav- 
ing been  a  fine  scholar,  and  especially  a  good  linguist, 
whose  instructions  were  considered  valuable. 
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His  theological  studies  were  at  length  pursued  for 
some  two  years  more  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Wagner,  at  Frederick,  Md.,  where  he  completed  his 
course.  During  the  last  year  of  his  stay  with  Mr. 
Wagner,  at  Frederick,  he  supplied  several  congreo-a- 
tions  with  preaching;  as  at  Middletown,  Md.,  Shep- 
herdstown  and  .Martinsburg,  Ya.,  and  also  several 
points  farther  up  the  valley  of  Yirginia,  then  called 
the  German  settlement.  Rev.  Dr.  Mayer,  afterwards 
professor  in  our  theological  seminary,  was  at  that 
time  his  fellow-student  and  co-laborer  in  these  first 
efforts  at  preaching. 

In  1808, "  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  he  was  regular- 
ly ordained  to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry  by  the 
authority  of  the  Synod,  at  New  Holland,  Pa.  Of 
the  committee  appointed  to  conduct  the  ordination 
services,  whose  solemnity  was  never  forgotten  while 
he  lived,  were  Rev.  Father  Hinsch  and  Rev.  John 
Faber,  of  blessed  memory. 

Father  Rahauser  served,  during  his  active  minis- 
try of  nearly  half  a  century,  several  large  and  labo- 
rious charges,  which  are  now  some  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  prominent  places  in  the  Reformed 
Church.  In  those  early  days  all  our  ministers  did 
hard  work ;  for  then  laborers  were  yet  fewer  than 
now,  when  we  so  much  need  so  many  more  to  enter 
and  reap  the  plenteous  harvest.  His  first  settlement 
was  at  Emmittsburg,  Md.,  in  the  summer  of  1808. 
This  charge,  which  he  served  with  great  acceptance 
for  about  eight  years,  then  included  Gettysburg,  Tan- 

*Syu.  Min.,  1807,  pp.  43,  45.  ~  ' 
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ejtown,  Apple's,  and  other  distant  points.  Some  of 
tlic  congregations  were  seven,  ten,  twelve,  and  even 
twenty  miles  apart.  But  during  all  his  hard  service 
his  general  health  was  good,  so  that  he  rarely  failed 
to  meet  an  appointment. 

In  the  fall  of  1809,  he  married  Miss  Elizabeth. 
Wagner,  daughter  of  his  old  pastor  and  teacher. 
They  were  blessed  Avith  six  children;  of  these,  two 
died  before  coming  to  years  of  maturity. 

He  accepted  a  call,  in  1816,  to  the  church  at  Har- 
risburg,  Pa.,  to  which  he  ministered  till  1819,  when 
he  removed  to  Chambersburg,  Pa.  To  this  charge 
he  gave  his  matured  and  most  vigorous  labors;  and 
there  faithfulness  also  was  attended  with  success  for 
a  period  of  seventeen  years. 

In  1836,  he  removed  to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  and  for  four 
years  was  pastor  of  our  church  in  that  city.  In 
1840,  he  took  charge  of  some  country  churches  in 
Sandusky  and  Seneca  counties,  in  a  region  called  the 
Black  Swamp.  Here  he  continued  the  work  of  his 
ministry  till  declining  jesivs  and  failing  energies  dis- 
abled him  from  the  active  duties  of  his  holy  office. 
Since  1854:-55,  he  had  been  living  in  the  family  of 
his  son,  George  F.  Eahauser,  one  of  the  original 
seven  members,  and  first  elder  of  Grace  Church, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  Here,  receiving  those  kind  atten- 
tions which  filial  love  and  Christian  duty  can  best 
bestow,  he  has  gently  come  to  his  end  full  of  days, 
in  a  good  old  age,  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  is  gathered 
in  his  season.  And  no\y  he  rests  from  his  labors ; 
and  with  all  the  fathers  he  has  joined  the  general  as- 
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semHy  above,  with  many  of  those  also  whom  he  had 
taught  the  way  to  the  gates  of  glory,  who  are  now 
shining  stars  in  the  crown  of  his  rejoicing.  His 
life,  so  well  ended,  is  to  ns  all  a  lesson  of  humble 
faith.  Always  objecting  to  parade  and  vain  show, 
and  shrinking  from  the  notice  and  praise  of  men,  it 
was  difficult  to  draw  from  him  even  these  meagerly 
detailed  facts  in  his  hfe.  He  never  made  any  display 
of  his  labors,  and  did  not  keep  an  account  of  how 
many  sermons  he  preached,  how  man}^  confirmed, 
how  many  married,  how  many  buried,  and  how 
many  miles  he  traveled,  nor  what  he  thought  to  be 
the  fruits  of  his  faithful  and  manifold  labors. 

His  main  object  was  to  preach  the  gospel  in  its 
simple  purity  and  power  to  save.  He  was  satisfied 
that  he  did  the  best  he  could,  as  of  the  ability  which 
God  gave  him.  He  was  a  plain  and  earnest  preacher, 
a  faithful  pastor,  and  an  honest  steward. 

We  may  properly  characterize  his  ministry,  con- 
sidering all  things,  as  a  successful  one.  He  was  es- 
pecially blessed  in  his  power  to  interest  the  young, 
and  bring  them  into  his  catechetical  class ;  and  his 
confirmation  services  numbered  sometimes  thirty  or 
forty,  and  even  fifty  souls,  on  a  single  occasion.  This 
success  in  some  other  systems  of  religion  would  have 
been  considered  a  "great  revival."  But  with  him, 
as  indeed  with  our  Eeformed  Church  generally,  it 
is  the  proper  fruit  only  of  faithful  Christian  nurture. 

In  all  his  useful  and  successful  labors  he  yet 
claimed  no  merit  of  his  own.  Some  time  before  he 
died,  in  an  interview  with  him,  at  which  we  gleaned 
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these  facts,  lie  said:  "In  view  of  all,  I  feel  ashamed 
sometimes  that  not  more  has  been  done.  Yet  I  feel 
satisfied  that  I  did  the  best  I  could.  All  is  but  the 
fullness  of  Christ.  I  have  an  unswerving  faith  that 
Jesus,  our  Saviour,  whom  I  have  preached  to  others 


%s  mine' 


/" 


Toward  the  last  he  complained  of  his  failing  mem- 
ory, but  never  of  his  faith.  When,  at  our  last  visit 
to  him,  we,  in  order  to  test  his  memory  and  faith, 
asked  him  about  the  Creed,  he  j oy fully  replied :  "Oh 
the  Creed !  why  that  is  the  basis  of  our  Catechism." 
He  heartily  repeated  it  with  us  in  our  last  prayer 
with  him.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son.  East 
Liberty,  near  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  15th, 
1865,  aged  83  years  and  4  months. 

After  calmly  and  patiently  enduring  the  painful 
ills  of  old  age,  he  fell  gently  asleep  in  Jesus.  The 
heart  that  rested  in  confident  faith  upon  the  person 
and  merits  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  now  sweetly  reposes 
on  the  bosom  of  his  Eedeemer. 
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KEY.  JACOB  CHEISTIAN  BECKER,  D.  D. 

1790—1858. 

It  is  witli  feelings  of  nnminglecl  pleasure  tliat  we 
record  the  long  life  and  abundant  labors  of  this  emi- 
nent and  snccessful  servant  of  God,  wbose  life  and 
history  are  so  intimatety  connected  with  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Christian  Becker,  the  subject  of  this  me- 
moir, was  the  only  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Christian 
Ludwig  Becker,  and  Adelheit,  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Ahlers.  He  was  born  January 
14th,  1790,  in  the  city  of  Bremen,  North  Germany, 
where  his  father  then  lived  as  a  "  candidatus  theo- 
logiae,"and  "pursued  his  studies  with  great  diligence, 
occasionally  preaching  for  the  pastors  of  that  city, 
and  devoting  part  of  his  time  to  the  education  of 
young  men  preparatory  to  entering  the  ministry."  * 

In  the  year  1793,  the  parents  of  young  Becker 
left  their  native  country  to  seek  a  home  and  a  sphere 
of  usefulness  in  the  New  World.  They  arrived 
safely  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  July  or  August  of  the 
same  year.  Dr.  Becker,  having  received  a  call  from 
the  Reformed  congregations  in  and  around  Easton 
Pa.,  settled  in  that  place  soon  after  his  arrival  in  this 

*  For  a  sketch  of  Ms  Ufe,  see  Vol.  III.  of  this  work. 
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country.  Here  he  remained  only  about  eighteen 
months  ;  "when,  in  obedience  to  a  call  from  Lancas- 
ter city,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  that  place  in 
March,  1795.  In  this  place  he  labored  with  great 
zeal  and  acceptance  for  the  space  of  eleven  years —  | 
up  to  1806.  i 

It  was  during  the  residence  of  Dr.  Becker  in  this 
city  that  his  son  received  the  first  rudiments  of  his 
education  and  laid  the  foundation  for  his  future  emi- 
nence. He  attended  the  High-school  in  Lancaster 
city,  or  Avhat  was  properly  the  old  "  Franklin  Col- 
lege," which  but  a  short  time  before  had  been  char- 
tered by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  Avith  spe- 
cial reference  to  the  education  of  the  citizens  of  Ger- 
man origin.  Here  he  pursued,  under  the  eye  of 
his  learned  father,  a  regular  course  of  study,  includ- 
ing the  various  English  branches  and  the  classics, 
and  no  doubt  also  the  German,  his  native  tongue,  in 
the  knoYv^k  dge  and  use  of  which  he  was  afterwards 
so  highly  distinguished.  Very  few  men,  indeed,  ex- 
celled or  even  equaled  him  in  this  respect.  In  the 
classics,  also,  especially  the  Latin,  he  was  perfectly 
at  home.     He  was  likewise  a  good  Hebrew  scholar. 

During  his  school-boy  days  young  Becker  was 
in  very  delicate  health ;  often  so  feeble  that  he  could 
hardly  attend  to  his  studies.  In  consequence  of 
this,  perhaps,  constitutional  weakness  in  his  child- 
hood and  early  youth,  his  parents  kept  him  very 
closely  confined  to  the  house.  In  their  great  love 
and  anxiety  for  their  only  son,  they  scarcely  ever  al- 
lowed him  to  go  out  into  the  open  air.     This  course, 
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SO  well  meant,  only  aggravated  his  disease  and  ren- 
dered his  health  still  more  dehcate.  In  simply  going 
to  and  coming  from  school  he  would  often  contract 
a  severe  cold,  and  in  this  way  his  life  was  one  of 
great  and  continued  suffering.* 

These  incidents  in  the  history  of  young  Becker, 
as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  had  much  to  do  with  the 
choice  of  his  future  course  in  hfe.     With  all  these 
disadvantages,  however,  arising  from  the  delicate 
state  of  his  health,  he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
studies.     His  mind  was  bemg  developed,  strength- 
ened,  and  richly  furnished  with  stores  of  useful 
knowledge.     At  this  period  he  was  preparing  him- 
self for  his  successful  ministerial  career  in  the  future. 
While  his  mind  was  thus  being  cultivated  and  his 
intellectual  powers  strengthened,  his  spiritual  inter- 
ests were  not  overlooked  by  his  pious  parents.     In 
his  infancy  they  had,  with  loving  hearts  and  pious 
hands,  brought  their  only  son  to  the  altar  and  dedi- 
cated him  to  the  Lord  in  the  ordinance  of  holy  Bap- 
tism;   and  at  a  subsequent  period  their  parental 
vows  and  covenant  engagements  were  personally  as- 
sumed by  the  son,  when,  by  the  rite  of  confirmation, 
he  was  received  as  a  full  member  of  the  Church — 
the  body  of  Christ. 

In  the  spring  of  1806,  Dr.  Becker  received,  for  the 
second  time,  a  call  from  the  Reformed  Church  in 

*  These  fixcts  in  relation  to  liis  childhood  we  leai'ned  from  Di*. 
Becker  himself.  During  om*  residence  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  as  pastor 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  wo  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
visiting  him ;  and  he  was  always  delighted  to  speak  of  the  events 
in  his  early  childhood  and  youth.  Many  a  pleasant  hour  we  spent 
in  his  company,  in  listening  to  him  while  recounting  the  deeply 
interesting  incidents  connected  with  his  early  life  and  ministry. 
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Baltimore,  Md.,  to  whicli  place  he  removed  with  his 
family  in  July  of  the  same  year.  Here  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  continued  to  pursue  his  studies,  clas- 
sical and  theological,  under  the  care  and  tuition  of 
his  able  and  venerated  father.  He  entered  the  min- 
istry when  quite  young — not  more  than  eighteen 
years  of  age — being  licensed  and  ordained  at  the 
meeting  of  Synod  in  Germantown,  Pa.,  May  17th, 
1808.     (Min.  pp.  45-46.) 

His  first  pastoral  charge  was  Manchester,  Carroll 
county,  Md.  This  charge  was  composed  of  a  num- 
ber of  congregations,  requiring  a  vast  amount  of  la- 
bor and  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
He  naturally  dreaded  this,  in  view  of  the  delicate 
state  of  his  health;  but,  strange  to  say,  this  very  ex- 
posure and  continual  exercise  in  the  open  air,  riding 
over  hill  and  dale,  both  by  night  and  by  day,  had 
just  the  opposite  efiect.  His  health  rapidly  im- 
proved under  this  new  mode  of  life."^  After  laboring 
between  three  and  four  years  in  this  extensive  charge, 
he  received  a  call  from  some  congregations  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Kreidersville,  Northampton  county, 
Pa.  It  seems  that  young  Becker,  coming  to  this 
region  of  country  on  a  visit  to  some  friends,  was 
asked  to  preach  for  them.  He  did  so ;  and  this  led 
to  his  being  called  to  take  charge  of  this  field,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  with  such  abun- 
dant success.     The  Lord,  who  led  his  youthful  feet 

*Tbis  iinproveni^nt  in  his  health,  by  reason  of  his  constant  oiit- 
door  exercise  and  hodiiy  exertion,  as  he  himself  informed  us,  de- 
termined him  eventually  to  add  the  profession  and  practice  of 
medicine  to  the  office  and  duties  of  the  holy  ministry. 
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to  this  extensive  field  of  labor,  already  ripe  for  the 
harvest,  was  with  him  there  and  blessed  his  efforts 
beyond  measure. 

His  charge  consisted  originally  of  six  congrega- 
tions, namely :  Allen,  Moore,  Hanover,  Lehigh,  Towa- 
mencin  and  Ross,  located  partly  in  Northampton 
and  partly  in  Lehigh  county.  In  the  minutes  of 
1829,  only  five  congregations  are  given  as  constita- 
ting  his  charge — Ross,  which  lay  beyond  the  Blue 
mountain,  having  perhaps  been  given  up  and  con- 
nected with  some  other  charge.  His  field  of  labor 
continued  to  be  the  same  till  about  the  year  1847  or 
'48,  when  he  took  charge,  in  addition  to  his  other 
congregations,  of  Lower  Saucon,  and  also  commenced 
preaching  in  Bethlehem,  where,  about  the  year  1850, 
he  organized  the  present  large  and  flourishing  con- 
gregation. About  the  same  time  he  removed  with 
his  family  from  the  neighborhood  of  Kreidersville  to 
Bethlehem,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days. 

From  the  vast  extent  of  his  charge,  embracing  to- 
wards the  close  of  his  life  eight  regularly  organized 
congregations,  and  extending  from  the  Saucon  val- 
ley, south  of  the  Lehigh,  to  the  foot  of  the  Blue 
mountain  range,  some  sixteen  or  twenty  miles  north, 
we  can  easily  see  what  an  enormous  amount  of  labor 
it  must  have  required  to  meet  its  ever-increasing 
wants.  After  his  health  was  once  fairly  established, 
he  exhibited  the  most  astonishing  powers  of  en- 
durance, laboring  almost  incessantly,  being  out  by 
day  and  by  night,  preaching  the  gospel  on  the  Sab- 
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bath,  and  visiting  the  sick  and  the  djdng  during  the 
week.  The  instruction  of  the  3^oung,  also,  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  church,  previous  to  their  confirma- 
tion, required  a  large  share  of  his  attention.  This 
part  of  the  ministerial  work  has  always  received 
more  attention  in  the  German  portions  of  our  Church 
than  in  those  which  are  prevailingly  English.  In 
this  good  work  Dr.  Becker  took  a  special  interest; 
and  many  of  those  whom  he  instructed  in  their 
youth,  and  brought  into  the  Church,  still  speak  with 
much  feeling  of  his  deep  earnestness  and  heartfelt 
solicitude  for  their  spiritual  welfare.  The  burial 
of  the  dead,  also,  with  its  services  both  at  the  house 
and  in  the  church,  very  much  increased  the  labors 
of  the  ministers  who  formerly  occupied  that  particu- 
lar field.  These  funeral  services  were  of  vast  ac- 
count in  thoFe  days,  when  ministers  were  scarce,  and 
had  to  serve  six  to  eight  congregations.  On  such 
occasions  the  pastor  had  an  opportunity  of  making 
up  to  some  extent  for  the  deficiency  in  regular  Sun- 
day preaching.  Much  good  was  accomplished  by 
these  extra  services — services  performed  at  the  house 
of  mourning,  and  under  circumstances  when  the 
hearts  of  the  people  were  tender  and  susceptible  of 
good  impressions.  In  the  discharge  of  his  diversi- 
fied duties  Dr.  Becker  was  ever  earnest  and  faithful. 
Besides  this  enormous  amount  of  pastoral  labor, 
Dr.  Becker  also  paid  special  attention  to  the  prepa- 
ration of  young  men  for  the  gospel  ministry.  Many 
of  his  former  students  are  still  in  the  field,  earnestly ' 
engaged  in  the  good  work  of  preaching  the  gospel 
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of  the  grace  of  God,  and  administering  to  penitent 
believers  the  sealing  ordinances  of  the  Church. 
Among  those  whom  he  instructed  and  prepared  for 
the  sacred  office,  we  may  mention  the  Revs.  J.  Gei- 
ger,  H.  Koch,  J.  LaRos,  S.  Riegel,  0.  Zwisler,  D. 
Kemmerrer,  Samuel  Hess,  W.  Weinel,  W.  T.  Ger- 
hard ;  also,  Drs.  IS".  P.  Hacke  and  Dietrich  Willers, 
and  later  still.  Rev.  Horace  Daniel,  I.  E.  Graeff,  in 
part,  and  two  of  his  own  sons."^ 

Dr.  Willers,  one  of  his  former  pupils,  and  an  ar- 
dent admirer  of  his  theological  teacher,  speaks  in 
unmeasured  terms  of  Dr.  Becker's  abilities  as  an  in- 
structor, as  well  as  of  his  many  excellencies  as  a 
Christian  and  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  The  esti- 
mation in  which  Dr.  Becker  was  held  by  the  Church 
at  large  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  in  the  year  1839,  he 
was  elected,  and  received  a  call,  as  professor  in  our 
Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg.  This  call  he 
saw  fit  to  decline,  regarding  himself  as  better  fitted 
for  the  pastoral  office  than  to  fill  the  professorial 
chair. 

Besides  the  duties  of  the  sacred  office,  which,  in 
his  large  and  laborious  field,  were  sufficiently  ardu- 
ous for  any  ordinary  man.  Dr.  Becker  also  devoted 

I  a  large  portion  of  his  long  and  eventful  life  to  the 
practice  of  medicine.     As  a  homoeopathic  physician 

I  he  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  public.     Dur- 

I  ing  a  period  of  twenty-six  years  he  discharged  the 

I  — — _ 

'  *  These  facts  are  taken  principally  from  an  interestinp:  article 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Becker,  and  his  extensive  labors  during  life,  by 
the  venerable  Dr.  Dietrich  Willers,  who  kindles  into  a  spirit  of 
genuine  admiration  while  recounting  the  virtues  and  labors  of  his 
venerable  friend  and  teacher.    (See  Kirchemeiturg,  Oct.  1, 185S.) 
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responsible  duties  of  a  practicing  physician.  His 
practice,  too,  was  very  extensive  and  successful. 
Many  of  the  poor  of  his  charge  were  thus  attended 
to  physically  as  well  as  spiritually.  The  question 
as  to  the  right  and  expediency  of  connecting  any 
such  secular  calling  with  the  office  of  the  holy  min- 
istry cannot,  of  course,  be  satisfactorily  discussed  in 
the  limited  space  afforded  by  this  brief  memoir. 
All  we  wish  to  say  in  this  connection,  is,  that  Dr. 
Becker  was  just  as  eminsnt  in  healing  the  physical 
diseases  of  his  parishioners,  as  he  was  successful  in 
ministering  to  their  spiritual  necessities.  Perhaps 
few  men  have  been  more  uniformly  successful  in 
the  practice  of  the  healing  art  than  Dr.  Becker. 

Soon  after  being  settled  in  the  Kreidersville  charge, 
Dr.  Becker  was  joined  in  the  bonds  of  holy  matri- 
mony with  Miss  Susan  Dreisbach.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  ten  children:  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Two  of  his  sons  entered  the  ministry  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  and  are  still  faithfully  serving 
their  Master  in  the  sacred  office,  the  one  in  Monroe 
county,  and  the  other  in  a  part  of  his  father's  field, 
in  Lehigh  county.  Pa. 

Dr.  Becker  was  a  warm  friend  of  the  Church  of  his 
fathers;  and,  during  all  her  troubles  and  conflicts, 
he  remained  faithful  and  true  to  his  spiritual  moth- 
er, and  was  always  found  ready  to  defend  her  doc- 
trines and  her  customs  Avhen  assailed.  He  labored 
earnestly  and  uninterruptedly  during  half  a  century 
in  her  midst,  and  only  at  the  end  of  his  life  did  he 
cease  from  the  active  duties  of  his  office.     And  now 
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that  his  own  personal  service  is  closed,  he  still  con- 
tinues his  good  and  noble  work  through  the  agency 
of  those  whom  he  prepared  for  the  sacred  office. 
His  influence  over  the  minds  and  hearts  of  these  was 
very  great;  and  now  that  the  good  man  is  no  more 
on  earth,  they  cherish  with  unfeigned  love  and  grati- 
tude the  memory  of  the  departed.  Only  when,  in 
■  the  light  of  eternity,  the  accumulated  results  of  his 
own  ministry,  and  those  of  the  ministerial  labors  of 
his  pupils  and  successors  in  office,  shall  be  seen,  will 
it  fully  appear  how  much  good  he  was  the  means 
of  accomplishing.  For  ages  to  come  the  Church 
will  continue  to  feel  the  influence  of  his  long,  labo- 
rious and  earnest  ministry. 

In  the  literary  and  theological  institutions  of  the 
Church,  as  well  as  in  the  cause  of  missions  and  bene- 
ficiary education,  Dr.  Becker  always  took  a  deep 
and  lively  interest.  Even  to  the  close  of  life,  as  we 
are  able  to  testify  from  personal  observation,  he  read 
with  intense  interest  the  accounts  of  our  benevolent 
operations;  and  it  did  his  heart  good  to  hear  of  the 
prosperity  of  Zion. 

During  the  last  illness  of  Dr.  Becker  it  was  our 
melancholy  privilege  and  pleasure,  as  pastor  of  the 
Eeformed  Church  in  Bethlehem,  to  be  often  with  him. 
He  bore  his  sufferings,  which  were  frequently  very 
severe,  with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation. 
Not  a  word  of  complaint  escaped  his  lips.  He  looked 
upon  his  afflictions  as  sent  of  God,  and  meekly  sub- 
mitted to  the  merciful  appointments  of  Providence. 
He  had  many  friends.     These  all  felt  a  deep  interest 
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in  him  during  his  sickness,  and  frec[uentlj  cams  to 
inquire  after  the  condition  of  their  beloved  pastor. 
His  ministerial  brethren  also  frequently  came  to  see 
him.  He  was  always  glad  to  have  them  come.  The 
large  number  of  ministers  of  different  denominations 
who  attended  his  funeral  afford  the  best  evidence  of  the 
high  estimation  in  which  he  stood  as  a  "companion 
in  tribulation,  and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of 
Jesus  Christ." 

His  death,  which  was  somewhat  unexpected,  pro- 
duced a  profound  sensation  in  the  community  at  the 
time,  and  all  felt  very  keenly  the  heavy  loss  which 
the  Church  and  the  public  generally  had  sustained  in 
his  death.  Just  ten  days  previously  we  paid  the  last 
sad  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hoffeditz,  his  bosom  friend  and  companion  in  the 
work  of  saving  souls.  They  entered  the  ministry 
nearly  at  the  same  time,  labored  in  charges  contig- 
uous to  each  other,  were  equally  true-hearted  and 
faithful  to  the  Church  and  to  one  another,  suifered 
about  the  same  length  of  time,  and  left  the  scene  of 
their  earthly  labors  and  toils  within  ten  days  of  each 
other,  to  enter  upon  the  higher  and  purer  and  holier 
service  of  their  Lord  in  the  Church  Triumphant  on 
high.  "And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  sa3dng 
unto  me,  write — blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do 
follow  them." 

As  a  minister  of  Christ,   Dr.  Becker  not  only 
"preached  the  Gospel  publicly  and  from  house  to 
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house"  to  his  faithful  parishioners,  but  also  exer- 
cised over  their  confiding  hearts  and  minds  a  silent 
and  controlling  influence  by  his  daily  intercourse 
with  them  in  the  festivities  of  the  social  circle,  be- 
side the  bed  of  the  sick  and  the  dying,  at  the  open 
grave  and  in  the  chamber  of  sorrow.  The  combined 
influence  of  such  a  life  cannot  well  be  computed. 
Eternity  alone,  when  unfolding  the  records  of  the 
ages,  will  exhibit  the  sum  total  of  the  influence,  di- 
rect and  indirect,  of  such  a  life  and  history.  This 
unknown  region — the  home  of  the  blest — we  do  not 
wish  to  invade.  We  shall  only  yet  linger  a  few  mo- 
ments at  the  close  of  our  pilgrim's  journey.^ 

MsLTLj  a  long  and  weary  day  had  the  good  man 
hved  and  labored  in  the  vineyard  of  his  Master,  and 
faithfully  cultivated  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  Many 
of  those  beautiful  plants  and  "trees  of  righteous- 
ness," which,  by  his  ministry,  were  set  in  its  rich 
and  productive  soil,  fostered  and  reared  by  his  ten- 
der care  and  solicitude,  moistened  by  his  tears,  and 
fitted  for  heaven,  have  already  gone  before  him,  to 
bloom  in  richer  soil  and  beneath  a  milder  sky  and 
warmer  sun,  and  to  shed  their  sweet  fragrance  over 
the  dear  homes  of  the  blest.  As  a  physician,  spir- 
itual and  bodily,  he  often  stood  beside  the  bed  of 
sickness,  ministering  comfort  to  the  afflicted  and  dis- 
tressed, either  restoring  them  again  to  life  and  health, 
or  softening  the  pillows  and  alleviating  the  pains  of 
the  dying.     Such  an  offiice,  and  such  a  work,  an 

*  The  closing  paragraphs,  relating  to  the  last  sickness  and  death 
of  Dr.  Becker,  are  extracts  from  onr  fuuei-al  discourse,  spoken  on 
the  occasion  of  his  buriiil. 
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angel  miglit  liave  craved  as  wortliy  of  his  God-like 
powers. 

'Tis  not  a  cause  of  small  import 

The  pastor's  care  demands — 
But  what  might  fill  an  angel's  heart, 
It  filled  a  Saviour's  hands. 

Sucli  was  the  office,  high,  and  responsible,  in  which 
onr  departed  brother  "served  his  generation;"  but 
neither  the  dignity  of  the  office,  nor  the  fidelity  with 
which  he  discharged  its  solemn  duties,  nor  yet  its 
intimate  connection  with  the  present  and  future  wel- 
ware  of  men,  could  shelter  him  from  the  power  of 
disease,  or  rescue  his  life  from  the  grave.  After  he 
had  faithfully  "served  his  own  generation,"  and  ren- 
dered them  many  a  kindly  service,  the  death  lot  fell 
•upon  him.  His  vigorous  physical  constitution  was 
forced  into  subjection  to  the  fatal  visitant.  Day  by 
day  he  grew  weaker,  until,  at  last,  even  the  eye  of 
affection  could  no  longer  see  any  hopes  of  his  recov- 
ery. On  the  last  day  of  his  pilgrimage  on  earth,  as 
the  weary  sun  was  hastening  toward  the  western 
horizon,  and  only  lingered  to  take  his  last  sad  fare- 
well, and  smile  a  pious  "good-night"  to  earth's 
weary  sons,  we  gently  laid  our  aged  father  upon  his 
little  couch,  and  set  it  where  the  soft,  sw3et  ar  of 
heaven  might  once  more  gently  touch  him,  and  cool 
his  fevered  brow ;  and  where  the  setting  sun  might 
shed  its  last  lingering  rays  over  his  pallid  counte- 
nance. It  was  then  and  there  that  he  closed  his 
weary  eyes,  and  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  It  was  at  the 
close  of  day,  and  also  in  the  evening  of  his  lif  :\  "  af- 
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ter  lie  liad  served  his  own  generation,"  tliat  the 
laborious  herald  of  the  cross  fell  asleep,  and  that, 
too,  as  we  humbly  trust,  "  by  the  will  of  God  " — in 
fall  assurance  of  "  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and 
the  life  everlasting  in  the  world  to  come." 

Dr.  Becker  died  on  Wednesday  evening,  August 
18th,  1858,  aged  68  years,  7  months  and  4  days. 
His  disease  was  dropsy  of  the  chest.  He  was  buried 
in  the  cemetery  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.  An  immense 
concourse  of  people,  probably  three  thousand,  were 
present  to  testify  their  aftectionate  regard  and  es- 
teem for  their  beloved  pastor  and  friend.  Among 
these  were  twenty-one  clergymen,  of  various  denomi- 
nations. The  late  Eev.  Dr.  Kessler  delivered  a  short 
address  at  the  house.  In  the  church  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
Derr  preached  an  appropriate  funeral  sermon  in 
German,  and  the  author,  then  pastor  at  Bethlehem, 
one  in  English.  Some  of  the  other  brethren  also 
took  part  in  the  services  in  the  church  and  at  the 
grave. 

The  congregations  which  he  so  long  and  faithfully 
served  have  since  erected  a  beautiful  marble  monu- 
ment to  his  memory — an  honor  to  the  departed  as 
well  as  to  themselves. 

The  monument  stands  near  the  center  of  the  cem- 
et  ^ry  of  the  Salem  church,  in  the  borough  of  Beth- 
lehem. It  is  of  beautiful  marble  and  superior  work- 
manship, about  ten  feet  high,  and  bears  the  following 
inscriptions,  kindly  transcribed  and  forwarded  to  us 
by  our  worthy  friend,  John  Lerch,  Esq.,  of  Bethle- 
lehem,  Pa.: 
5 
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{WestjSide.) 
"  OUR  PASTOR. " 


"Erected  by  his  Friends." 


(North  Side,) 

"Eev.  J.  C.  Becker,  D.  D., 

Born  June  14tli,  1790 ; 

Died  Aug.  18tli,  1858 ; 

QS  years,  7  months  and  4  days." 


{East  Side.) 

"Kind,  Faithful,  and  True: 

He 

Labored  in  the  Ministry 

of  the 

German  Eeformed  Church 

Fifty-one  years, 

and  in  his 

Recent  Pastoral  Charge, 

Forty-seven  years. " 
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KEY.  ALBERT  HELEFENSTEIJST,  Sen. 

1788—1869. 

Of  some  parts  of  the  early  history  of  Father  Helf- 
fenstein  our  information  is  at  fault.  He  was  born  in 
Germantown,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1788.  His  father 
was  the  esteemed  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
that  place — the  Rev.  John  C.Albert  Helflfenstein. 
His  mother  was  Catharine  Kircher,  a  native  of 
Philadelphia — the  pious  and  devoted  companion  of 
his  father.  He  was  born,  baptized  and  confirmed  in 
the  German  Reformed  Church. 

After  completing  his  literary  and  theological  stud- 
ies, he  appeared  l^efore  the  Synod,  which  met  in  his 
native  place,  in  May,  1808,  and  applied  for  ordina- 
tion, as  the  custom  then  was,  at  the  same  time  pre- 
senting a  call  from  the  Goshenhoppen  and  Great 
Swamp  congregations.  He,  with  several  other  can- 
didates, was  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  examined 
that  evening.  This  committee  subsequently  reported 
"that  the  young  gentlemen  sustained  a  perfectly 
satisfactory  examination."  It  was,  therefore,  re- 
solved that  they  be  ordained  in  connection  with  the 
evening  services.  The  committee  of  ordination  were 
the  Revs.  Faber,  Geistweit  and  Hoffmeier.* 

*  Syn.  Mill..  180 ',  pp.  io,  4o. 


68  FATHERS    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH. 

He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  in  this 
charge,  over  which  he  was  placed,  at  once.  How  long 
he  continued  to  labor  in  his  first  field  cannot  now  be 
ascertained  from  the  minutes  of  Synod,  as,  at  that 
early  period,  they  did  not  contain  regular  statistical 
tables.  In  the  year  1813,  however,  he  is  reported  as 
having  under  his  spiritual  care  seven  congregations; 
but  whether  this  is  an  entirely  new  charge  or  the 
earher  one  enlarged  we  cannot  tell;  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear how  long  exactly  he  remained  in  this  enlarged 
field.  No  change  is  noted  in  the  minutes;  but,  in 
1819,  his  name  stands  in  connection  with  the  Ee- 
formed  congregation  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land. 

In  this  field  he  labored  faithfully  for  the  space  of 
about  sixteen  years,  up  to  1835-36.  With  what 
success  his  ministry  was  crowned  we  cannot  tell. 
He  reported  to  Classis  very  seldom,  only  once  every 
two  or  three  years;  and  then  he  appears  to  have 
thrown  together  the  results  of  his  ministry  during 
the  whole  intervening  period.  Each  time  quite  a 
respectable  number  of  baptisms  and  confirmations 
are  reported,  as  well  as  other  things  appertaining  to 
liis  office.  It  would  be  both  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive to  have  full  and  accurate  reports  of  the  ministe- 
rial labors  of  these  aged  servants  of  the  Lord,  together 
with  all  the  circumstances  under  which  their  official 
work  was  prosecuted.  Such  reports  would  serve  as 
mirrors  in  Avhich  a  tolerably  correct  picture  of  their 
life  and  labors  could  be  seen.  But  it  is  vain  to  sigh 
over  that  which  lies  beyond  our  reach;  and  such  ^re 
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the  imperfections  whicli  mar  the  ecclesiastical  reo 
ords  of  the  past. 

In  the  year  1837,  the  name  of  Father  Helffenstein 
disappears  from  the  minutes.  It  was  about  this 
time,  or  possibly  a  little  earlier,  that  he  changed  his 
ecclesiastical  relations — passing  over  into  the  Prot- 
estant  Episcopal  Church.  He  remained  in  this  con- 
nection some  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  Of  his  hfe 
and  labors  during  this  interval  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge. In  1851,  he  made  application  to  the  Classis  of 
Lebanon  to  be  received  back  again  to  the  Church  of 
his  fathers,  which  request  was  acceded  to  under 
certain  conditions;  and,  these  being  complied  with, 
he  was  admitted  to  full  membership  in  said  Classis 
and  in  the  S3niod.* 

At  this  same  meeting  of  Classis  he  presented  a 
call  from  the  Elizabethtown  charge,  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pa.,  composed  of  two  congregations, 
which  was  confirmed.  He  labored  in  this  field  from 
1851  to  1853,  a  period  of  two  or  three  years,  when 
he  resigned  the  charge  and  removed  to  Lancaster 
city,  where  for  some  years  he  continued  to  live  in 
retirement.  About  the  year  1859,  he  removed  to 
Shamokin,  Northumberland  county.  Pa.,  where, 
during  the  last  ten  years  of  his  life,  he  resided,  if 
we  mistake  not,  with  his  nephew,  Chas.  P.  Helflfen- , 
stein,  Esq.,  preaching  very  seldom,  if  ever.  "When 
he  had  completed  a  pilgrimage  of  over  fourscore 
years  he  gently  passed  away,  January  30th,  1869. 
His  funeral  took  place  February  2d.     Some  five  or 

•  Syn.  Min.,  X859,  p.  19. 
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six  clergymen  of  different  denominations  were  pres- 
ent and  participated  in  the  solemn  services.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  Wasburne,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  deliv- 

^  ered  an  address  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  The 
Rev.  D.  W.  Kelly,  of  the  Reformed  Church,  attended 
to  the  services  at  the  grave. 

Father  Helffenstein  was  one  of  four  brothers  who 
entered  the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church,"^  all 
of  whom  were  more  or  less  noted  in  their  day  as  able 
and  popular  preachers  and  faithful  pastors.  All  the 
other  brothers  had  preceded  him  to  the  eternal  world 
— one  of  them,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  at 
the  extraordinary  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

Of  the  peculiar  social  and  domestic  qualities  of  the 
aged  father,  Avhose  life  and  labors  have  been  here  pre- 
sented, we  have  no  definite  knowledge.  In  the  little 
personal  intercourse  which  we  had  with  him  we 
always  found  him  pleasant  and  agreeable.  As  a 
Christian  he  sustained  a  high  character;  and  as  a 
Christian  minister  he  was  honored  with  calls  to  one 
or  two  of  our  most  prominent  chai'ges.  Of  his  suc- 
cess in  the  ministry  we  have  no  means  of  forming  a 
correct  judgment.  Nor  is  it  our  business  to  pry 
into  matters  which  belong  exclusively  to  Him  who 
calls  laborers  into  His  vineyard,  assigns  them  their 
appropriate  spheres,  and  rewards  them  according  to 

'  their  fidelity. '  'Who  then  is  a  faithful  and  wise  servant, 
whom  his  Lord  hath  made  ruler  over  his  household,  to 
give  them  meat  indue  season?  Blessed  is  that  servant 
whom  his  Lord,  when  he  cometh,  shall  find  so  doing." 

""♦See  Vol.  II.,  of  this  work,  p.  226.  ' 
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EEY.  PHILIP  MAYER. 

1783—1870. 

This  aged  and  venerable  father  was  born  in  Tul- 
pebocken    township,   Berks    county,    Pa.,    on    the 
12th  day  of  May,  1783.     He  was  a  descendant  of  the 
early  Reformed  settlers,  who  came  to  America  in 
1750,  from  that  part  of  Germany  known  as  Upper 
Host  in  Rhine  Bairen,  and,  as  a  colony,  located  them- 
selves in  the  Avestern  part  of  Berks  county.     His 
father's  name  was  George — the  youngest  son  of  John 
Mayer,  his  venerable  grandsire,  who  had  emigrated 
from  the   old  country  with  the  colony  referred  to 
above.     His  mother's  maiden  name  was  Euphronia 
Kercher.     They  were  in  moderate  circumstances. 
The  richest  dowry  they  left  him  was  his  early  con- 
secration to  God  in  the  ordinance  of  holy  baptism, 
and  the  heaviest  loss  he  sustained  was  the  early 
death  of  his  father  and  mother,  leaving  him,  when 
only  five  years  old,  a  homeless  orphan.* 

A  kindly-disposed  uncle,  Mr.  Jacob  Stetler,  was 
appointed  over  him  as  guardian.     He  attended,  as  1 
weU  as  he  could,  to  his  early  education.     At  first  he 
made   very   poor   progress ;  but  by-and-by  things  ' 
changed,  and  he  advanced  more  rapidly.     At  the  ' 
age  of  fourteen  he  was  thoroughly  instructed  by  his 

*  Condensed  from  au  obituary  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  Ref.  Ch.  Mess. 
Dec.  21, 1870. 
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pastor  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Heidelberg  Catecliism, 
and  after  sustaining  a  very  creditable  examination 
he  was  confirmed  and  received  into  full  communion 
with  the  German  Reformed  Church.  It  was  while 
attending  this  blessed  instruction  that  the  desire  of 
becoming  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  was  awakened  in 
his  youthful  breast.  His  heart  was  deeply  affected, 
and  his  mind  powerfully  exercised  in  this  direction ; 
but  there  were  great  and  startling  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  realizing  these  fond  wishes.  In  his  very  soul 
had  he  consecrated  himself  to  the  blessed  work  of 
preaching  the  Gospel ;  but  how  to  prepare  himself 
for  the  sacred  office  he  knew  not.  The  call  to  the 
ministry  he  felt  and  acknowledged,  but  there  was 
neither  friend  to  advise  nor  money  to  educate  him 
for  the  solemn  and  responsible  work.  After  ex- 
hausting all  his  own  resources,  and  doing  what  he 
could  to  improve  his  mind  and  prepare  himself  for 
his  future  calling,  he  providentially  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  venerable  pastor  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  He  was 
generously  encouraged  to  come  to  the  city  in  order 
to  pursue  his  studies,  and  thus  prepare  himself  for 
the  holy  ministry.  Receiving  some  assistance  from 
a  pious  and  benevolent  maiden  lady,  he  started  off' 
with  a  glad  heart  and  a  thankful  spirit  for  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  there  prosecuted  his  theological 
studies  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  the  learned  and 
accomplished  Dr.  C.  L.  Becker. 

In  the  spring  of  1808,  the  sjnod  convened  in  Ger- 
mantown,  Pa.      A  request  was  presented  to  that 
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body  for  a  minister  to  labor  in  Scliuylkill  county, 
Pa.  It  was  accordingly  resolved,  that,  in  view 
of  their  needy  circumstances  and  earnest  call,  Mr. 
Mayer  should  go  at  the  close  of  the  school  term, 
making  them  a  sort  of  missionary  visit,  and  preach 
to  those  people.  This  arrangement  occasioned  him 
great  joy.  He  started  on  this  grand  preaching  tour 
in  high  spirits ;  and,  after  traveHng  many  hundreds 
of  miles,  and  preaching  quite  a  number  of  times,  he 
returned  to  his  preceptor  to  resume  his  studies.  He 
continued  there  until  the  following  spring.  In  May, 
1809,  at  the  synod  of  Hagerstown,  a  regular  call 
from  Pine  Grove  township,  Schuylkill  county.  Pa., 
to  Mr.  Mayer,  was  presented  to  Synod.  A  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  the  Revs.  Rahauser,  Faber  and 
Helffenstein,  Sen.,  was  appointed  to  examine  him. 
The  examination  being  satisfactory,  he  was  formally 
licensed  and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry,  and  thus 
placed  over  the  congregations  which  had  given  him 
the  call.^ 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1809,  he  preached  his  intro- 
ductory sermon  in  St.  Paul's  church,  on  Summer 
Hill,  in  the  morning,  and  in  St.  John's  church, 
Friedensburg,  on  Heb.  x.  24,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day.  These  congregations  formed  a  part  of 
his  regular  charge,  over  which  he  had  been  placed 
by  the  action  of  the  Synod. 

On  the  23d  of  April,  1809,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Esther  Diffenbacher.  He  lived  with  the  part- 
ner of  his  life,  in  this  holy  estate,  about  forty  years. 

•  Syn.  Min.  1809,  p.  48. 
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This  11111011  was  "Blessed  with  six  sons  and  three 
daughters.  His  wife  and  four  of  his  children  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  eternal  world.  To  the  end  of 
life  did  his  soul  rejoice  that  he  had  at  least  one  son, 
the  Rev.  L.  J.  Mayer,  to  maintain  the  family  name 
in  the  list  of  God's  servants. 

His  long  life  and  ministry  are  fraught  with  deep- 
est interest.  He  served  quite  a  number  of  congre- 
gations, and  some  of  them  fo;-  nearly  half  a  century. 
He  preached  to  the  following  congregations  in  Berks 
county  :  Hain's,  three  years ;  Middlebury ,  two ;  Bel- 
lerman's,  twenty ;  Hamburg,  twenty -five;  Blue  Moun- 
tain, three,  and  St.  Michael's,  forty -three  years. 
The  following  churches,  which  he  served,  were  loca- 
ted in  Schuylkill  county  :  Schuylkill  Haven,  three 
years ;  McKeansburg,  three ;  Einggold,  twenty-eight ; 
St.  Paul's,  forty-seven ;  St.  John's,  forty-seven ;  and 
Zion's,  which  was  nearest  his  home,  he  served  forty, 
eight  years. 

In  1857,  Father  Mayer  resigned  his  congregations 
and  ceased  to  perform  the  active  duties  of  the  min- 
istry. It  was  sixty-one  years,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  that  he  commenced  his  labors  in  Schuylkill 
county.  Then  that  region  of  country  was  yet  a 
wilderness — a  rough  and  uncultivated  region.  The 
country  was  infested  with  wild  beasts  and  the  nu- 
merous streams  were  without  bridges.  These  streams 
had  to  be  forded  at  all  seasons.  During  winter  the 
ice  had  to  be  broken,  and  frequently  his  hfe  was  en- 
dangered in  crossing  the  swollen  streams.  Wet, 
cold  and  shivering,  he  often  had  to  enter  the  church 


PHILIP   MAYER.  75 

where  tliere  was  neither  stove  nor  fire.  Sometimes 
he  heard  the  screams  of  wild  beasts  prowling  along 
his  pathway  and  seeking  his  hfe.  Those  were  try- 
ing times,  and  required  brave  hearts  in  the  men  who 
were  to  go  about  these  wild  districts,  preaching  to 
the  rude  and  uncultivated  settlers  "  the  mysteries  of  ' 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."  ^ 

The  labors  of  this  aged  father  were  very  great,  ar-  \ 
duous,  and  abundant  in  good  fruits.  When  he  first  ^ 
came  to  Schuylkill  county  he  had  in  some  places 
scarcely  enough  male  members  to  constitute  a  con- 
sistory where  congregations  were  to  be  organized. 
When  he  ceased  his  labors,  many  of  these  originally 
little  flocks  had  grown  into  large  and  flourishing 
congregations.  We  can  hardly  estimate,  in  our  pres- 
ent circumstances,  the  difficulties  under  which  these 
pioneer  ministers  labored.  And  the  lot  of  Father 
Mayer  was  among  the  most  trying.  Often  he  was 
obhged  to  travel  from  thirty  to  forty  miles  on  a 
Sunday  to  fill  his  regular  appointments.  Besides 
these  wearisome  journeys,  exposures,  and  frequent 
Sunday  services,  he  had  the  young  to  catechise,  the 
sick  and  the  dying  to  visit,  and  the  dead  to  bury. 
From  a  view  of  these  facts,  we  may  form  some  idea, 
though  very  inadequate,  of  the  magnitude  of  the  i 
work  performed  by  our  aged  father.  The  Lord  had 
blessed  him  with  a  strono;  and  vio-orous  constitution, 
and  a  stoat  heart,  and,  above  all,  with  a  delight  in  his 
work  which  made  the  heaviest  burdens  easy  to  bear. 

Daring  the  last  twewe  or  thirteen  years  of  his 
life,  Fatiier  xVLayer  lived  in  peacefal  retirement.     Oc- 
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casionally,  we  are  told,  lie  would  visit  his  former 
congregations  and  assist  in  administering  the  holy 
communion.  At  such  times  he  would  most  tenderly 
exhort  the  membsrs  to  continue  steadfast  in  the  faith, 
and  hold  fast  to  the  "  form  of  sound  words."  The 
last  time  that  he  was  present  on  suoh  an  o33asion^ 
he  spoke  as  a  father  would  speak  to  his  children, 
with  much  love  and  tenderness,  on  the  solemn  words : 
"  Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me." 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1870,  after  a  brief  illness. 
Father  Mayer  peacefully  closed  his  earthly  career. 
A  "  father  in  Israel "  ended  his  labors  and  sorrows, 
and  gently  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  After  enduring 
many  hardships  and  laboring  long  and  faithfully  in 
the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  this  aged  servant,  who 
had  attained  the  unusual  age  of  fourscore  years  and 
seven,  was  gently  "  gathered  home  to  his  fathers. " 

On  the  22d  his  remains,  followed  by  a  vast  con- 
course of  people,  friends  and  acq^uaintances,  to  Or- 
wigsburg,  were  interred  in  the  Reformed  cemetery, 
in  close  proximity  to  the  church.  The  spacious 
building  was  more  than  filled  on  that  day.  The  fune- 
ral sermon  was  preached  in  German,  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Kline,  on  the  beautiful  words  in  St.  Luke  ii.  29-30 : 
"  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace, 
according  to  thy  word ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy 
salvation."  He  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein 
in  a  brief  English  address,  on  the  words  of  Christ  in 
St.  John  xii.  26,  "  Where  I  am,  there  shall  also  my 
servant  be."     There  was  quite  a  number  of  other 

*  In  one  of  the  congregations  served  by  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  from 
whom  we  quote. 
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ministers  present,  namelj^ :  Eevs.  William  A.  Good, 
S.  Leinbach,  S.  Miller  and  B.  Bausman,  who  all  took 
part  in  tlie  solemn  services. 

Thus  closed  the  earthly  life  and  ministry  of  a 
faithful  servant,  who  was  permitted  to  bear  fruit 
abundantly  to  the  honor  of  Christ,  even  to  a  ripe  old 
age.  The  righteous  truly  shall  be  in  everlasting 
remembrance. 
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KEY.  CHARLES  GEBLER  HEEMAN. 

1792—1863. 

Father  Herma:^'  spent  his  life  and  exercised  his 
ministry  in  a  quiet  wslj  among  the  native  German 
population  of  eastern  Pennsylvania.  Living  in  a  ru- 
ral district  and  laboring  among  a  people  distinguished 
for  their  retired  habits,  he  was  little  known  beyond  the 
bounds  of  his  own  immediate  charge  and  the  terri- 
tory covered  by  the  Classis  with  which,  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  he  stood  connected.  His  talents 
and  acquirements  would  have  fitted  him  for  a  more 
prominent  place  and  a  larger  field  of  usefulness,  but 
he  preferred  to  live  and  labor  among  the  people  of 
his  first  love,  and  to  spend  his  energies  of  mind  and 
body  in  their  service  and  for  their  benefit. 

Charles  Gebler,*  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Frederick 
Lebrecht  Herman,  and  Maria,  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Feit,  was  born  on  the  24:th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, in  the  year  1792,  in  Germantown,  Philadelphia 
county,  Pa.,  where  his  honored  father  was  then 
stationed  as  pastor  of  the  German  Reformed  church. 
On  the  2d  day  of  November,  in  the  same  year,  his 
parents  dedicated  him  to  the  service  of  God  in  the 
ordinance  of  holy  baptism.  His  sponsors  were  a 
Mr.  Gebler  and  his  wife,  in  honor  of  whom  he  re- 
ceived part  of  his  name.     Reared  and  educated  under 

•  Letter  of  Rev.  Alfred  J.  Herman.    See  also  an  article  in  the 
Oer.  Be/.  Mess.,  Sept,  2, 1863. 
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the  benign  influences  of  a  Christian  family,  and  en- 
joying the  special  instructions  of  his  venerable  father, 
he  grew  up  with  strong  rehgious  tendencies,  and 
already  in  1807,  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  he 
was  received  into  full  communion  with  the  Church. 
He  was  confirmed  by  his  father,  in  the  Swamp  church, 
New  Hanover  township,  Montgomery  county,  Pa. 

Having  become  a  member  of  the  Church,  his  mind 
was  naturally  exercised  more  or  less  by  the  higher 
claims  which  the  Gospel  has  on  those  who  enjoy  the 
special  advantages  of  a  Christian  parentage  and  su- 
perior home  education ;  and  he  early  concluded  to 
devote  himself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  He 
pursued  his  classical  and  theological  studies  under 
the  care  and  tuition  of  his  learned  and  accomphshed 
father.  After  passing  successfully  through  the  pre- 
scribed course  of  study  preparatory  to  the  holy  min- 
istry, he  presented  himself  at  the  meeting  of  Synod, 
convened  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  May,  1810,  for  li- 
cense and  ordination.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  him,  and,  in  case  the  examination  proved 
satisfactory,  and  he  should  present  a  call  from  some 
pastoral  charge,  to  ordain  him  to  the  sacred  office. 
This  committee  subsequently  reported  that  they  had 
found  him  quahfied  for  the  ministry ;  and  that,  hav- 
ing presented  a  call  from  some  congregations,  namely : 
Kutztown  and  DeLang's,  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  they 
had  ordained  him  accordingly."^  He  labored  in 
this  field  with  energy  and  success ;  and  very  soon 

*Hi3  ordiaatioa  took  place  ia  the  "Swamp  Church."  The  com- 
mittee consisted  of  the  brethren  Pauli  and  Vandei'sloot.  Syn.  Min., 
lS0(>,p.'i9;1811,p.  50. 
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other  congregations  in  tlie  surrounding  country  were 
united  with  his  original  charge,  and  thus  his  sphere 
of  usefulness  was  greatly  enlarged.  In  this  work  he 
was  earnest  and  zealous,  and  the  fruits  of  his  labors 
appeared  in  the  growth  of  the  old  congregations  and 
the  organization  of  new  ones.  The  charge  became  ' 
so  extensive  that  ere  long  it  embraced  eight,  and 
finally  ten  congregations.  His  son,  the  Eev.  J.  S. 
Herman,  was  then  associated  with  him,  and  thus 
relieved  him  in  part  of  his  arduous  duties.  This 
was  his  first  and  only  field  of  labor.  He  was  pastor 
of  this  charge  from  1810  to  1861,  a  period  of  fifty - 
one  years.  About  this  time  his  health  became  so 
feeble  that  he  was  compelled  to  cease  preaching,  and 
his  extensive  field,  which  had  already  been  occupied 
by  his  sons,  was  now  divided,  and  formed  into  two 
distinct  pastoral  charges.  The  following  are  the 
congregations,  which,  during  his  long  ministry,  he 
served,  namely:  DeLang's,  Kutztown,  Huff's,  Oley, 
Windsor,  Gernant's,  St.  Peter's,  Dunkel's,  Weis', 
Zion,  Fogel's,  Mertztown  and  Lehigh.  He  organized 
five  new  congregations,  was  present  at  twelve  corner- 
stone layings  and  twenty  church  dedications. 

On  the  14th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1815,  Father  Herman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Esther,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Maria  Sassaman. 
They  had  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. His  companion  preceded  him  to  the  unseen 
world,  having  died  in  1851.  Two  of  his  sons  are  in 
the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church,  occupying 
the  field  once  cultivated  by  their  sainted  father. 
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Father  Herman  was  a  man  of  superior  talents, 
and  of  more  than  ordinary  speaking  capacities.  His 
temperament  was  ardent,  and  his  manner  in  the  pul- 
pit lively  and  interesting.  When  already  far  ad- 
vanced in  life  and  weighed  down  by  the  excessive 
labors  and  trials  through  which  he  had  passed,  we 
heard  him  preach  a  sermon  with  as  much  vigor  and 
vivacity  of  spirit  as  we  would  have  looked  for  in  a 
young  man  of  thirty  or  less  years.  He  has  finished 
his  course,  and  now  rests  from  his  labors  and  his 
''  works  do  follow  him." 

He  died  of  dropsy,  at  his  residence  in  Maxatawny, 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  August  4:th,  1863,  aged  70  years, 
9  months  and  11  days. 

On  the  8th  of  August  his  remains  were  interred 
i  n  the  family  graveyard,  near  his  residence.  Eighteen 
ministers  were  present  at  his  funeral,  besides  a  large 
concourse  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  The  late 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  Kessler  made  an  address  at  the  house. 
The  funeral  discourse  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Jo- 
seph S.  Dubs,  D.  D.,  from  Luke  ii.  29-30.  The 
burial  services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Alfred 
J.  G.  Dubs.  Some  of  the  other  brethren  present 
also  took  part  in  the  solemnities.  "  Earth  to  earth, 
dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes;"  such  is  the  universal 
experience  of  our  race.  The  lowest  and  the  highest, 
all  stand  on  common  ground  here.  "  For  all  flesh 
is  as  grass,  and  all  the  glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of 
grass.  The  grass  withereth,  and  the  flower  thereof 
falleth  away ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  abideth 
forever." 

6 
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EEY.  THEODOEE  LUDWIG  HOFFEDITZ,  D.D. 
1783—1858. 

Among  the  earnest  and  faithful  ministers  who, 
during  the  early  part  of  this  century,  labored  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  German  Eeformed  Church,  Dr. 
Hoffeditz  deserves  the  most  honorable  mention- 
Both  as  regards  his  personal  character  and  the  fidel- 
ity and  zeal  which  marked  his  public  and  ofiicial 
acts,  he  is  worthy  of  the  highest  praise.  It  is  with 
sincere  pleasure,  therefore,  that  we  record  his  long 
and  useful  hfe,  and  thus  exhibit,  at  the  same  time, 
his  many  excellent  quahties. 

Dr.  Hoffeditz  was  born  in  Stammen,  near  Karls- 
haven,  Hesse-Cassel,  December  16th,  1783.*  He 
was  the  son  of  John  Christian  Hoffeditz,  and 
Christiana  Wilhelmina,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Schwedes,  his  second  wife.  His  parents  were  both 
members  of  the  German  Eeformed  Church,  sincerely 
pious,  earnest  and  devoted.  Their  excellent  Chris- 
tian character  was  exemplified  in  the  correctness  of 
their  daily  hfe — ^their  walk  and  conversation — as  well 
as  in  the  extreme  anxiety  they  manifested  in  the 
training   of  their  children.     The  disciphne  of  the 

*  In  preparing  this  sketch,  besides  emboflying  our  own  personal 
recollections,  we  consulted  the  articles  of  Dr.  Bomherger  on  the 
life  and  labors  of  the  deceased.  See  Ger.Ref.  Mess.,  Sept.  8th,  15th 
and  22d,  1858. 
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family  was  of  tlie  strictest  kind.  Their  little  ones 
were  early  and  believingly  consecrated  to  God  in 
baptism,  gently  led  by  them  in  the  pleasant  paths 
of  piety,  and  likewise  carefully  instructed  in  the 
doctrines  and  practices  of  our  holy  religion.  Around 
the  family  altar,  where  morning  and  evening  sacri- 
fices were  daily  offered  up,  the  earliest  and  deepest 
impressions  were  doubtless  made  upon  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  their  children.  Young  Theodore  also 
shared  largely  in  the  blessed  influences  of  this  home 
piety. 

The  early  death  of  his  father  affected  him  deeply, 
and  may  have  had  much  to  do  with  his  future  course. 
He  describes,  in  chaste  and  beautiful  language,  the 
solemn  scene  which  took  place  at  the  bedside  of  his 
sick  and  dying  parent.  "  During  my  father's  ill- 
ness," says  he,  "  after  being  told  that  he  could  not 
recover,  I  felt  as  though  my  heart  must  break,  and 
that  I  could  not  possibly  survive  his  death.  One 
day,  shortly  before  the  fatal  issue,  I  drew  near  him, 
wishing  to  speak  to  him.  But  as  I  kneeled  beside 
his  bed,  tears  and  sobs  choked  all  utterance.  My 
father  then  stretched  out  his  right  hand,  and,  laying 
it  upon  my  head,  said :  '  My  dear  Theodore,  only 
be  truly  pious,  love  and  fear  the  Lord,  walk  in  His 
ways,  and  it  will  always  be  well  with  you.' " 

This  death-bed  scene  made  a  deep  impression  upon 
the  heart  of  young  Tlieodore.     He  greatly  longed  to 
secure  a  thorough  education,  and  with  this  view  de-  ■ 
sired  to  prepare  himself  for  the  university;  but  his 
friends. appear  not  to  have  encouraged  him  in  this 
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particular.  One  of  his  uncles  especially  showed  him- 
self adverse  to  this  course ;  and  through  his  influence 
mainly  he  was  for  the  present  deterred  from  carry- 
ing out  his  wishes,  and  compelled  to  learn  a  trade. 
"  He  was  apprenticed  to  a  cabinet-maker  in  Cassel," 
where  he  remained  four  years,  until  he  had  com- 
pleted the  term  of  his  apprenticeship.  After  leaving 
Cassel  he  spent  several  years  in  the  family  of  an 
uncle,  where  he  often  enjoyed  the  society  of  clergy- 
men, which  may  have  had  the  efiect  of  strengthening 
his  earlier  impressions,  and  keeping  alive  in  him  the 
desire  of  preparing  himself  for  the  holy  ministry. 

In  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of  things  in 
Europe  at  this  time,  and  in  order  to  escape  being 
taken  into  the  army,  he  resolved  on  emigrating  to 
America.  On  the  12th  of  May,  1807,  he  bade  an 
affectionate  farewell  to  his  friends  and  started  for 
Toenningen,  in  Denmark,  that  being,  at  the  time,  the 
only  port  open  for  vessels  sailing  to  this  country. 
After  a  tedious  voyage  of  over  four  months  he 
arrived  safely  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  14th  of 
October  of  the  same  year.  Here  he  remained  about 
one  year,  supporting  himself  by  his  own  efforts,  and 
patiently  waiting  to  see  whither  the  Lord  would  lead 
him. 

In  the  fall  of  1808,  he  left  Baltimore  and  took 
charge  of  a  German  school  in  Berks  county.  Pa. 
Here  he  frequently  attended  divine  worship  in  the 
Reformed  churches  in  and  around  Sinking  Spring, 
then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boas 
and  the  senior  Pauli.     In  the  fall  of  the  following 
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year  lie  obtained  a  situation  as  teacher  in  a  parochial 
school  connected  with  the  Northkill  Church.     "  Up 
to  this  time  his  way  to  the  ministry  was  still  hemmed 
in.     Sometimes,  indeed,   in  view  of  the  obstacles 
interposing,  his  heart  was  ready  to  fail  him.     Bat 
in  the  midst  of  this  darkness  a  ray  of  light  unex- 
pectedly fell  upon  his  path.     One  day  he  was  visited 
by   a  young  clergyman   of  the   Church,  the   Kev. 
Philip  Mayer,  of  Orwigsburg,  Pa.,  who  became  in- 
terested in  the  German  teacher,  won  his  confidence, 
and  soon  learned  what  was  the  chief  desire  of  his 
heart.     He  accordingly  encouraged  him  to  hope  and 
struggle  on,  and  even  promised  him  the  requisite 
pecuniary  aid,  if  he  would  apply  to  Synod  to  be  re- 
ceived as  a  candidate  for  the  ministry.      This  cheered 
his  heart.     Looking  upward  for  help,  his  purpose 
was  fixed.     The  next  meeting  of  Synod  took  place 
in  Harrisburg,  Pa.     Obeying  what  seemed  to  him 
a  manifest  indication  of  Providence,  he  presented 
himself  before  that  body,  and  requested  to  be  taken 
under  its  care."     Success  crowned  his  efforts.     In 
May,  1810,  the  applicant  was  placed  under  the  tuition 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.  D.,  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  early  training  and  previous  employment  of 
Dr.  Hoffeditz,  as  a  teacher,  proved  a  great  advantage 
to  him  in  his  preparation  for  the  holy  ministry. 
His  progress  in  his  theological  studies  was  rapid, 
and  in  about  eighteen  months  he  was  encouraged  to 
accept  of  an  invitation  to  visit  and  preach  trial 
sermons  in  the  Mount  Bethel  charge,  lying  north  of 
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Easton,  in  [N'ortliampton  county,  Pa.  He  did  so  in 
the  fall  of  1811,  and,  his  preaching  being  acceptable 
to  the  people,  he  received  a  call  to  become  their 
pastor. 

He  left  Philadelphia  early  in  January,  1812,  for 
this  his  first  and  only  field  of  labor.  For  some  time 
he  lived  in  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pomp, 
in  Easton ;  and  from  there  filled  his  appointments, 
until  the  meeting  of  Synod  in  Philadelphia,  when  he 
applied  for  licensure  and  ordination.  His  examina- 
tion proved  highly  satisfactory,  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,"^  and  a  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  the  Revs.  J.  C.  Becker  and  J.  W, 
Dechant,  was  appointed  to  ordain  him  to  the  holy 
ministry,  and  install  him  as  pastor  of  the  charge. 
This  took  place  in  one  of  the  Mount  Bethel  churches, 
in  the  autumn  of  1815.  f 

His  field  of  labor  at  first  consisted  of  three  congre- 
gations, viz.:  Upper  and  Lower  Mt.  Bethel  and 
Hamilton,  to  which  Smithfield  was  afterward  added. 
For  a  while  Dr.  Hofieditz  resided  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Hamilton  congregation.  From  this  point  he 
preached  regularly  in  his  own  charge,  and  also  occa- 
sionally in  Plainfield  and  Easton,  both  of  which  con- 
gregations belonged  to  the  charge  of  his  faithful 
friend  and  patron,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pomp.  In  the 
meantime  a  new  church  was  built  on  the  main  road 
from  Easton  to  Wilkesbarre.  The  congregation 
worshiping  here  extended  a  call  to  Dr.  Hoffeditz  to 


*Syii.  Min.,  1812,  p.  54. 
t  Syn.  Min.,  1815,  p.  67. 
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become  their  pastor.  He  accepted  their  call,  and 
the  congregation  became  a  part  of  his  charge,  and 
was  regularly  served  by  him  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  some  twenty-eight  or  thirty  years. 

About  this  time  he  changed  his  residence  from 
Hamilton  to  Upper  Mt.  Bethel,  where  the  congrega- 
tions had  purchased  a  lot  of  ground  and  erected  a  par- 
sonage. Here,  with  his  excellent  and  devoted  wife, 
Julian  Eoth,  to  whom  he  was  joined  in  marriage 
February  16th,  1813,  he  spent  the  greater  portion 
of  his  ministerial  life.  With  the  exception  of  Upper 
Mt.  Bethel  the  churches  were  very  distant  from  the 
place  of  his  residence.  Two  of  them  were  located 
north  of  the  Blue  mountain,  at  the  distance  of  eigh- 
teen or  twenty  miles.  The  charge  was  both  large 
and  laborious.  During  part  of  the  year  the  roads 
were  extremely  bad,  often  next  to  impassable. 
Every  two  weeks  regularly  he  had  to  cross  the 
mountains,  and  often  also  on  special  occasions  be- 
sides. The  labor  required  was  enormous,  and  the 
exposure  fearful.  Several  thousand  miles  of  hard 
riding  annually  over  the  worst  kind  of  roads,  and  in 
all  sorts  of  weather,  proved  an  additional  tax  upon 
his  physical  energies,  as  well  as  his  moral  courage. 
But  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  Dr.  Hofieditz  were 
fully  equal  to  the  task.  His  heart  was  strong  in 
faith,  and  his  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls  ardent. 
Sustained  and  encouraged  by  the  promises  of  divine 
help,  he  faithfully  attended  to  all  the  duties  which 
his  extensive  field  imposed  upon  him  ;  and  the  Lord, 
who  had  called  him  to  this  great  and  glorious  work, 
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wonderfully  sustained  his  servant,  and  crowned  his 
earnest  efforts  with  abundant  success. 

Finding  his  field  too  extensive  and  his  labors  too 
arduous,  he  prevailed  on  the  Smithfield  congregation, 
in  1833,  to  release  him  from  his  pastoral  relations 
and  accept  of  the  services  of  the  Rev.  J.  P.  Decker. 
About  this  time  he  also  received  a  call  from  the  Gosh- 
enhoppen  charge,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pa.  Sit- 
uated as  he  was,  this  call  presented  strong  claims 
for  his  acceptance.  The  charge  was  comparatively 
small,  much  more  pleasant  than  his  own,  and  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition.  In  refusing  to  accept  of 
this  propitious  call,  he  only  furnished  another  proof 
of  his  excellent  Christian  character  and  high  moral 
principles.  His  long  connection  with  his  present  field 
of  labor,  and  even  the  sufferings  and  privations  to 
which  it  subjected  him  in  his  earlier  ministry,  bound 
him  only  the  more  firmly  to  the  members  of  his 
charge.  He  accordingly  declined  the  call  tendered 
him,  and  resolved  to  remain  among  the  people  of 
his  first  love ;  and  the  Lord  greatly  blessed  him  in 
his  labors  and  crowned  them  with  success. 

Dr.  Hoffeditz  had  won  for  himself  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  church  at  large,  as  well  as  of  his 
own  people.  Hence,  at  the  special  meeting  of  the 
Synod  held  at  Lebanon,  in  January,  1843,  he,  in 
connection  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schneck,  was  chosen 
to  bear  the  Synod's  call  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Krummacher^ 
of  Elberfeld,  Prussia,  who  had  just  been  elected 
Professor  of  Theology  in  the  Seminary  at  Mercers- 
burg.     This  honor  was  well  merited  and  also  highly 
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appreciated  by  Dr.  Hoffeditz,  as  it  afforded  him  an 
opportunity  of  once  more  visiting  his  native  country 
Soon  after  this  appointment  the  two  commissioners 
sailed  for  Europe  and  faithfully  attended  to  the  duty 
assigned  them. 

In  1844,  he  returned  from  his  trip  to  the  Old  coun- 
try and  at  once  resumed  his  pastoral  labors  amon^' 
the  people  whom  he  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully 
served.  His  parishioners  now  began  to  feel  the 
need  of  more  frequent  services,  and  accordingly 
made  arrangements  to  reduce  his  charge  by  separa- 
ting the  congregations,  and  constituting  a  new  charge 
out  of  part  of  the  old  field.  This  new  parish  is  the 
present  Mt.  Bethel  charge,  and  includes  Upper  and 
Lower  Mt.  Bethel  and  some  neighboring  congrega- 
tions. This  new  field,  which  required  English 
preaching,  was  soon  after  taken  charge  of  by  the  late 
Rev.  A.  S.  Young,  while  he  himself  retained  Forks, 
Hamilton  and  several  other  congregations.  His  res- 
idence he  now  changed  to  Nazareth,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

From  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the  life  and  labors 
of  this  eminent  servant  of  Christ,  we  can  form  some 
idea  of  the  vast  amount  of  work  which  he  performed. 
For  the  space  of  forty-six  years  of  incessant  toil  and 
hardships,  he  continued  to  serve  his  Divine  Lord  and 
Master  with  the  utmost  fidelity — never  once  shrink- 
ing from  the  performance  of  his  arduous  and  multi- 
plied duties.  His  loving  heart  and  tender  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  his  people  and  the  honor  of  his 
Lord,  would  not  permit  him  to  neglect  any  known 
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duty,  or  in  any  way  to  prove  recreant  to  his  solemn 
obligations.  His  faithful  labors  greatly  endeared 
him  to  the  people  of  his  charge,  and  won  for  him  also 
the  universal  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him  outside 
of  his  own  immediate  charge.  His  name  and  mem- 
ory he  left  as  a  precious  legacy  to  the  Church  of 
^  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  also  to  the  German  Ee- 
formed  Church  at  large. 

For  the  general  welfare  of  the  Church  he  was 
deeply  concerned,  and  always  showed  himself  will- 
ing to  do  his  part  to  build  up  her  literary  and  theo- 
logical institutions,  and  to  foster  and  sustain  her 
ditferent  benevolent  enterprises.  He  was  frequently 
present  at  the  meetings  of  Synod,  and  alwaj^s  mani- 
fested a  lively  interest  in  the  business  which  claimed 
its  attention.  He  was  at  three  different  times  cho- 
sen President  of  Synod,  and  in  other  ways  received 
marks  of  high  consideration.  He  loved  to  see  the 
Church  prospering,  and  felt  his  own  heart  beat  in 
sweet  accord  with  all  such  as  prayed  and  labored 
for  the  good  of  Zion,  and  ever  experienced  the 
deepest  anguish  when  her  peace  was  in  any  way 
disturbed  or  her  prosperity  impeded. 

The  private  character  of  Dr.  Hoffeditz  was  of 
the  purest  and  highest  stamp.  Not  a  single  stain 
is  attached  to  his  name.  In  his  domestic  relations, 
also,  he  was  very  happy  ;  and  his  home  was  a  model 
of  Christian  love  and  iidelity — of  peace  and  liai'- 
mony.  The  happy  fruits  of  this  Christian  home- 
life  in  the  family  showed  itself  strikingly  in  the 
character  and  conduct  of  his  children.     "  He  had 
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the  unspeakable  pleasure  of  laying  his  hands  in  sol- 
emn confirmation  upon  the  heads  of  his  children 
until  all  were  where  he  so  ardently  longed  to  see 
them  before  he  should  finish  his  earthly  course,  in 
full  communion  with  the  Church  of  Christ."  As  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  Dr.  Hoffeditz  was  equally 
faithful  and  true  to  his  solemn  calling,  and  earnest 
and  eloquent  in  his  preaching.  God's  will  was  the 
supreme  rule  of  his  life,  and  governed  all  his  ac- 
tions. He  was  called  into  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
chosen  to  be  an  office-bearer  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord ;  and  a  deep  sense  of  the  dignity  and  solemnity 
of  this  sacred  office  lay  continually  upon  his  heart 
and  conscience.  Hence  he  "  labored  in  season  and 
out  of  season,"  seeking  to  save  souls,  and  in  this  way 
to  glorify  his  Redeemer. 

As  he  lived  the  life  of  a  devoted  Christian,  so  he 
"died  in  peace."  Patiently  and  meekly  did  he  bear  his 
last  illness,  and  confidingly  committed  his  interests 
for  time  and  eternity  into  the  hands  of  his  faithful 
God  and  Father.  Being  at  the  time  pastor  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  tlie  author  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  visiting  him  during  the 
last  six  months  of  his  life,  and  especially  while  on 
his  death- bed ;  and  it  affi)rds  us  unfeigned  pleasure 
t  J  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  Christian  spirit,  ' 
patience,  cheerful  resignation  and  composure  of 
mmd,  with  which  he  bore  his  protracted  sufferings. 
His  end  was  truly  "  peace." 

Dr.  Hod'editz  had  been  highly  favored  of  God.     He 
was  permitted  to  attain  the  full  measure  of  human 
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life ;  and  this  unusually  long  life  was  one  of  uniform 
good  healtli  and  prosperity.  His  ministerial  labors 
ended  only  with  the  close  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage. 
He  continued  to  preach  until  within  a  few  weeks  of 
his  death.  Daring  the  last  year,  however,  his  labors 
had  been  somewhat  interrupted  by  failing  health. 
He  died  in  the  full  triumphs  of  faith,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  1858,  at  half-past  1  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
aged  74  years,  7  months  and  24  days. 

His  funeral  took  place  on  Thursday  following, 
amid  a  large  and  sorrowing  concourse  of  people,  all 
of  whom  were  deeply  affected,  and  seemed  anxious 
to  show  their  love  and  affectionate  regard  for  him 
who  had  so  long  and  so  faithfully  ministered  to  most 
of  them  in  holy  things.  Eleven  ministers,  Keformed 
and  others,  were  present  and  took  part  in  the  ser- 
vices. His  remains  were  deposited  in  the  grave-yard 
attached  to  the  Forks  Church.  An  English  dis- 
course, suitable  to  the  occasion  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger,  and  one  in  German  by  the 
Rev.  I.  K.  Loos.  Rev.  J.  H.  Derr  attended  to  the 
services  at  the  grave,  while  some  of  the  others  of- 
ficiated at  the  house  and  in  the  church.  Sweetly 
now  sleepeth  the  servant  of  the  Lord  in  hope  of  a 
blissful  resurrection. 

A  beautiful  marble  monument  has  since  been 
erected  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Hoffeditz  by  hi 
grateful  parishioners.  The  following  inscriptions, 
including  the  one  commemorative  of  Mrs.  Hoffeditz, 
were  sent  us  by  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Reinecke,  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  charge,  viz.; 
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(South  Side.) 
"our  pastor." 
"  This  monument  was  erected  by  tlie  Forks  con 
gregation,  to  honor  the  memory  of  their  venerable, 
much  beloved,  and  esteemed  pastor,  who  for  nearly 
half  a  century  labored  in  this  and  other  congrega- 
tions with  devotedness,  zeal,  and  self-denial ;  ever 
ready  to  cheer  the  disconsolate,  comfort  the  afflicted, 
exhort  the  erring,  and  to  inculcate  principles  of 
virtue  and  religion.  His  walks  of  life  were  marked 
by  uprightness,  conscientiousness,  and  benevolence. 
II is  chief  aim  was  to  glorify  God  and  his  Saviour." 

(West  Side.) 

"  T.  L.  Hoffeditz,  D.  D., 

Geb.  den  16  Dec.  1783  ; 

Starb  den  10  Aug.  1858  ; 

Alt  74  Jahr,  7  mo.,  und  25  Tage." 

(North  Side.) 
"Heilig  dem  Andenken, 

Sei  die  Grab- 
Stsette  eines  Yaters." 


(Fast  Side.) 

"  Juliana, 

Ehe-gattin  des 

Ehrw.  Theodore  Hoffeditz,  D.  D., 

Geb.  den  20  Nov.,  1795 ; 

Starb  den  8  Jan.,  1860  ; 

Alt  64  Jahr,  1  Monat,  und  19  Tage. " 
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KEY.  ISAAC  GERHART. 

1788—1865. 

On  account  of  Ms  age,  his  long  service  in  the  office 
of  the  ministry,  his  extensive  acquaintance  in  the 
Church,  his  fidehty  and  usefulness,  his  love  for  the 
Church,  and  his  diligence  and  industry  to  the  last 
in  her  service,  the  memory  of  Father  Gerhart  de- 
serves, and  the  Church  expects,  a  somewhat  full  and 
particular  notice  of  his  long  and  eventful  life."^ 

His  great  grandfather,  Paul  Gerhart,  was  an  exile 
from  France.  Having  been  compelled  to  flee  his  native 
country  about  the  year  1680,  he  came  over  into  the 
Palatinate,  and  settled  at  a  place  called  Gerhartsbrunn, 
near  Zweibruecken.  His  grandfather,  Peter  Gerhart, 
emigrated  to  this  country  about  the  year  1730,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Abraham,  and  a  sister, 
Barbara,  all  at  the  time  unmarried.  His  grandfather 
settled  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  near  a 
place  called  "The  Branch,"  on  the  road  leading  from 
Pliiladelphiato  Allentown — the  old  homestead  being 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  few  members  of  the 
famil}^ 

Isaac  Gerhart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
son  of  pious  parents,  Abraham  Gerhart,  and  his  wife, 

*  This  sketch,  with  Init  sli^rht  changes,  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Har- 
baus^h,  and  was  pubiishod  by  him,  in  successive  numbers  of  the 
Jtet:  Ch.  Mess.,  of  Mar.  I,  8,  and  15,  IS65. 
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Barbara  Detterer.  He  was  born  in  Backs  county, 
Pennsjdvania,  about  two  miles  from  the  Inclianlield 
churcli,  and  one  mile  from  the  present  town  of  Sel- 
lersville,  February  12th,  1788.  He  was  received 
into  the  covenant  and  Church  of  God,  in  infancy,  by 
the  rite  of  holy  baptism.  From  his  earliest  recol- 
lection he  v/as  possessed  of  a  preaching  spirit.  His 
parents  were  in  the  habit  of  taking  him  along  to 
church,  even  in  his  childhood,  a  custom  which  can 
not  be  too  highly  commended,  but  which  is  at  pres- 
ent by  far  too  extensively  neglected.  His  young 
heart  was  charmed  by  the  services  of  the  sanctuary, 
and  so  highly  impressed  by  the  preaching  that  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  imitating  the  preacher  at  home 
by  preaching  from  a  block  or  chair. 

In  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age  he  was  admitted 
by  confirmation  to  full  communion  in  the  German 
Eeformed  Church  of  Indianfield,  by  the  Eev.  J. 
Senn.  All  this  while  he  was  under  the  influence 
of  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  office  of  the  holy 
ministry,  but  cherished  the  purpose  only  in  the  way 
of  private  hope.  However,  while  he  mused,  the 
fire  continued  to  burn  with  greater  intensity. 
This  led  him,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age,  to 
express  his  desire  to  his  father,  who,  though  a  good 
man,  could  not  enter  fully  and  at  once  into  his  son's 
feelings.  He  had  that  singular  bias — or  may  we 
call  it  prejudice? — which  is  by  far  too  common  even 
in  this  day  among  our  German  farmers,  and  makes 
them  reluctant  to  see  their  sons  break  out  of  ijie 
beaten  track,  even  though  their  course  looks  to  the 
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liolj  ministry.  His  father  thouglit  lie  was  too  young, 
and  ought  to  learn  to  work  first.  He  was  moreover 
of  the  opinion  that  much  education  for  the  ministry 
was  useless.  It  was  not  the  want  of  means,  but  a 
want  of  appreciation  of  learning  in  its  higher  char- 
acter, which  made  him  hesitate.  He  was  quite  fa- 
vorable to  common  school  education,  and  was  the  first 
among  the  farmers  of  that  region  who  had  a  desire 
to  give  to  his  children,  in  addition  to  German,  also 
some  English  education.  Meeting  with  this  want 
of  sympathy  in  his  purposes,  he  gave  up  the  idea 
of  the  ministry  for  that  time,  though  still  privately 
cherishing  the  hope  of  some  day  accomplishing  his 
ends. 

His  Saviour  did  not  let  him  rest  on  the  farm.  He 
had  other  work  for  him  to  do,  and  He  knows  well 
how  to  overcome  barriers,  vfhether  in  the  hearts  of 
those  whom  He  calls,  or  in  the  form  of  adverse  cir- 
cumstances which  surround  them.  He  gradually 
brought  matters  to  a  crisis.  We  must  relate  how 
this  occurred : 

In  1808,  when  Mr.  Gerhart  was  in  the  twentieth 
year  of  his  age,  there  Avas  a  corner-stone  laying  at 
the  Limerick  church,  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia. He  was  present,  and  was  called  on  the  stand 
to  assist  his  brother  Abraham  in  leading  the  singing. 
Rsv.  J.  Senn  preached  a  very  impressive  sermon  on 
the  occasion.  This  sermon  powerfully  affected  and 
deeply  impressed  young  Gerhart.  The  old  desire  to 
become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel  was  re-awakened  in 
him  with  new  power.     He  felt  condemned  in  his 
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conscience  for  his  delay,  and  felt  tlie  burden  of  that 
woe  which  the  Apostle  said  rested  on  him  if  he 
preached  not  the  Gospel.  After  he  had  returned 
home  from  these  solemn  services,  he  was  cast  down 
in  spirit,  not  knowing  what  to  do  for  rehef.  In  this 
gloomy  state  he  passed  nearly  an  entire  summer. 

Some  time  in  early  autumn,  his  cousin,  Henry  Ger- 
hart,  spent  a  Sunday  at  his  father's  house.  Towards 
evening,  when  Henry  was  conversing  with  his  father, 
he  went  up  to  him  and  requested  him  not  to  leave 
before  he  should  return  from  taking  the  horses  out 
to  pasture — that  he  would  accompany  him  part  of 
his  way  home.  In  that  walk  he  unburdened  his 
heart  to  his  cousin,  and  informed  him  that  it  was 
now  his  purpose  to  prepare  himself  for  the  ministry. 
How  great  was  his  joy  when  Henry  told  him  that 
he  was  in  the  same  troubled  state  in  regard  to  the 
very  same  matter,  and  that  he  would  start  with  him 
to  carry  out  their  mutual  purpose. 

Afterwards,  through  his  brother  Jacob,  he  made 
known  his  newly-formed  purpose  to  his  father,  who 
now  felt  himself  moved  in  the  right  direction,  and 
promised  to  support  him  through  his  course  of  pre- 
paration for  the  ministry ;  and  added  that  he  had 
strong  presentiments,  vv^hen  Isaac  was  only  three 
years  old,  that  he  would  become  a  minister.  This  was 
based  upon  his  infantile  taste  for  preaching.  Thus 
the  way  was  open,  and  his  long-troubled  mind  was 
finally  relieved.  Father  Gerhart  once  remarked  in 
his  old  age,  "  I  shall  never  forget  the  time  and  place 
where  these  formidable  obstacles,  which  had  so  long 
7 
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Stood  in  mj  way,  were  finally  removed.  Everything 

seemed  clothed  with  freshness  and  life  before  me.'^ 

In  the  spring  of  1809,  in  the  twenty -first  year  of 

his  age,  he  commenced  his  studies  under  the  Eev. 

I  Samuel  Helffen  stein,  D.  D.,  in  Philadelphia.     After 

!  he  had  studied  about  a  year,  he  preached  his  first 

•  sermon  on  a  visit  to  his  old  home,  in  Wentz's  church, 

j  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  April,  1810, 

from  the  words  in  1  Cor.  i.  18.     He  continued  his 

studies  four  years,  and  was  licensed  by  Synod,  which 

met  at  Frederick,  Maryland,  in  the  year  1813."^ 

We  may  yet  mention  here,  that  in  1812,  whilst 
yet  a  student,  he  made  a  missionary  tour  to  the 
central  and  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which 
he  spent  three  months.  He  first  visited  and  preached 
to  eight  vacant  congregations  in  what  is  now  Suj^-der 
county.  From  there  he  crossed  into  Buffalo  Yalley, 
and  preached  at  Dreisbach's  church  ;  thence  into 
Penn's  Yallc}^,  and  on  through  Huntingdon  and 
Bedford  counties,  where  he  spent  some  ten  days  in 
preaching.  From  Bedford  he  proceeded  to  Pitts- 
burg. He  preached  also  at  different  points  in  West- 
moreland county.  On  his  return,  he  likewise  vis- 
ited some  vacant  congregations  in  York  county, 
!  Pennsylvanin .  In  all,  he  preached  twenty-eight 
times  in  this  missionary  trip.  After  his  return,  he 
resumed  his  studies  in  Philadelphia. 

Soon  after  he  was  licensed  in  1813,  Mr.  Gerhart 
took  charge  of  eight  congregations  in  Union — now 


*Syn.  Min.,  1813,  p.  59.     His  final  examination  and  ordination 
took  place  in  1816  ;  Syn.  Min.,  p.  73. 
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Snjder — county,  Pennsylvania,  among  whicli  Selin's 
Grove  and  Freeburg  were  the  principal  ones.  About 
this  time  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Vogel,  a  daughter 
of  John  George  Vogel,  who  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try from  Nassau- Vasing,  about  1770.  She  was  his 
life-long  and  faithful  companion,  and  preceded  him 
only  a  few  years  into  the  rest  of  God's  people. 

At  the  time  he  took  charge  of  the  congregations 
in  and  around  Selin's  Grove,  there  was  only  one  Ger- 
man Eeformed  minister  beside  himself  north-west 
of  the  Blue  Mountain.  He  entered  the  ministry 
full  of  the  exploring  missionary  spirit.  He  was 
fond  of  seeking  out  destitute  points,  and  visiting 
them  as  often  as  he  was  able.  Hence  he  did  not 
confine  his  labors  to  those  eight  congregations  which 
properly  constituted  his  charge.  He  made  frequent 
missionary  visits  to  Sunbury  and  Mahoning,  in 
Northumberland  and  Columbia  counties.  He  also 
visited  Liverpool,  in  Perry  county,  and  was  the  first 
German  Eeformed  minister  who  preached  in  that 
town.  He  had,  in  all,  eleven  preaching  places,  and 
often  preached  at  some  of  his  points  on  week-days, 
to  enable  him  to  get  round  to  all  more  frequently. 
He  traveled  about  2,500  miles  each  year  on  his 
preaching  circuit  for  upwards  of  five  years. 

Besides  preaching  the  Gospel,  administering  the 
sacraments,  and  carrying  forward  catechetical  in- 
structions, Mr.  Gerhart  was  very  zealous  in  advan- 
cing his  people  in  every  interest  connected  with  the 
Church  and  its  Avorship.  Finding  a  great  defect  in 
the  singing  of  the  Church  at  that  early  day  in  the  re- 
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gion  of  his  labor,  and  having  himself  taste,  talent, 
and  knowledge  of  music,  he  prepared  a  Note  or 
Music-book,  called  the  "  Church  Harmonia,"  assisted 
bj  Mr.  Fredk.  Eyer,  which  was  first  published  in 
1817.  Soon  afterwards  he  issued  a  second  and  im- 
proved edition,  and  later  disposed  of  it  to  Henry  C. 
Eyer,  who  continued  to  publish  the  work.  This 
labor  was  the  means  of  greatly  improving  this  part 
of  worship  in  all  his  congregations. 

Under  these  manifold  labors  his  health  at  length 
began  to  fail,  so  that,  during  the  summer  of  1818, 
he  was  not  able  to  preach  more  than  once  a  day. 
Being  much  broken  down,  he  found  it  necessary  to 
resign  his  extensive  charge,  and  seek  a  field  better 
suited  to  his  limited  strength.  Accordingly,  after 
having  served  his  first  charge  about  five  years,  he 
accepted  a  call  from  four  congregations  in  Lykens 
Valley,  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  still  keeping 
north  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  and  entered  upon  his 
new  field  of  labor  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1819. 
Here  his  health  gradually  improved;  and,  as  his 
strength  increased,  he  again  widened  his  field  of  la- 
bor, so  that  he  ultimately  attended  to  eleven  preach- 
ing points,  some  of  which  lay  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Susquehanna.  Towards  the  close  of  his  labors 
in  this  charge,  he  mostly  preached  three  tim-es 
every  Sunday,  and  on  one  occasion  four  times  by 
daylight  at  as  many  different  points,  from  four  to 
five  miles  apart ! 

It  is  not  at  all  strange  that  under  these  excessive 
labors  his  constitution  again  gave  way.     In  1843, 
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he,  during  one  montii,  held  sixty-six  public  ser- 
vices, including  regular  preaching,  catechetical  lec- 
tures, funeral  sermons,  and  meetings  for  prayer. 
These  multiplied  labors  wore  him  down,  and  he  was 
induced  to  resign  his  charge,  which  had  again  become 
overgrown  in  his  hands.  He  had  served  this  parish 
twenty -five  years. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  ministry  in  Lykens  Val- 
ley, in  connection  with  general  prostration  of  body, 
he  was,  in  1840,  afflicted  with  a  cancerous  affection 
on  his  lower  lip,  so  that  he  regarded  himself  on  the 
borders  of  the  grave.  At  this  earnest  time  he  made 
a  specially  solemn  vow  to  God  to  devote  his  whole 
strength  to  the  service  of  the  Church  as  long  as  his 
life  should  be  spared.  He  seldom  spoke  of  this 
except  to  a  few  friends;  but  he  never  lost  for  a 
moment  the  solemn  sense  of  its  weight  on  his  soul.  , 
Even  in  his  last  years  he  still  felt  himself  impelled 
to  preach,  not  Avhen  his  services  should  be  sought, 
but  whenever  he  was  able  to  find  a  destitute  place 
where  he  might,  to  whatever  obscure  and  humble 
circle,  preach  the  good  tidings  of  salvation. 

Contrary  to  his  expectations,  he  was  in  time  de- 
livered from  this  serious  affliction.     While  still  fee- 
ble in  health,  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  German , 
congregation  in  Frederick,  Maryland,  in  1843.    He,^ 
served  this  congregation  six  and  a  half  years.  During  . 
this  period  his  health  revived,  and  he  began  again  to- 
look  abroad  for  a  wider  field.     He  was  now  ca^ led 
to  the  Manheim  charge,  in  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania.    Here  he  labored  some  years,  and  was 
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instrumental  in  building  two  new  churches  in  the 
charge — a  thing  which  many  even  of  the  members 
thought  could  not  be  done.  His  perseverance  helped 
greatly  in  carrying  these  enterprises  through.  For 
the  erection  of  the  Manheim  church,  he  collected  two 
thousand  dollars,  gave  his  horse  for  hauling  lumber 
for  the  church,  and  himself  brought  five  loads  of 
himber  from  Mount  Joy  to  Manheim.  With  great 
diligence,  and  on  a  very  small  salary,  he  labored 
steadily  for  the  up-building  of  the  charge,  which 
had  fallen  very  much  into  decay. 

Admonished  by  increasing  age,  he  resigned  the 
Manheim  charge  in  1856,  and  removed  to  Lancaster. 
But  he  could  not  be  idle.  He  devoted  himself  to 
visiting  vacant  congregations — aided  in  having 
their  wants  supplied — and  making  himself  gener- 
ally useful. 

He  was  also,  for  some  years,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  Being  not  now  confined  to  a 
charge,  he  devoted  his  time  to  the  work  of  his  ofiice. 
This  was  indeed  his  favorite  work  to  the  last.  He 
had  begun  as  a  missionary,  and  had  all  his  life 
pressed  the  missionary  work  into  territory  around 
his  charges,  and  kept  up  this  spirit  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  if  not  with  the  strength,  still  with  the 
freshness,  vigor,  and  sacred  enthusiasm  of  youth. 

During  a  ministry  of  fifty -two  years,  or  rather 
during  the  forty-three  years  in  which  he  was  located 
in  actual  charges.  Father  Gerhart  preached  5,804 
sermons;  baptized  adults  and  infants,  3,702  ;  preach- 
ed funeral  sermons,  946  ;  delivered  catechetical  lee- 
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tures,  1,115  ;  received  into  full  commnnion  witt  the 
chnrcli,  1,948  ;  joined  in  marriage,  554  conple ;  and 
had  in  his  various  charges,  nnder  his  spiritual  care, 
14,777  communicants.  Besides,  he  was  the  means 
of  organizing  eleven  congregations,  and  introducing 
into  the  ministry,  from  his  charges,  eleven  young 
men,  most  of  whom  were  in  pecuniarily  straitened 
circumstances,  and  were,  by  his  encouragement 
and  interest  in  them,  carried  forward  in  their  pur- 
poses. 

Father  Gerhart's  ministry  extended  back  into  what 
may  be  called,  so  far  as  those  localities  are  concerned, 
primitive  pioneer  times.  In  one  of  his  early  con- 
gregations, in  Mifflin  county,  called  Black-oak  Creek, 
only  two  women  in  the  whole  congregation  wore 
bonnets,  the  rest  all  wearing  men's  woolen  hats.  In 
another  congregation,  then  called  Kruppen,  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  having  been  surrounded  by 
a  shrub  forest,  now  called  Botchafter  church,  only 
two  men  beside  himself  had  coats  on  in  summer, 
during  service,  the  rest  all  being  in  church  in  their 
shirt-sleeves.  In  those  days  of  primitive  simplicity, 
few  persons  went  to  church  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
hibiting^ the  latest  fashions. 

Father  Gerhart  had  a  strong  distaste  for  pressing 
his  pecuniary  interests  with  his  people;  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  he  often  labored  on  a  very 
small  salary.  In  his  last  charge  the  call  offered  him 
only  $150  a  year.  During  his  ministry  he  added 
to  his  salary,  for  his  own  support,  out  of  his  own 
separate  resources,  in  all  about  $3,000. 
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Such  is  a  brief  sketch,  of  the  life  and  labors  of 
this  faithful  servant  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  After 
such  a  life  of  industry  and  labor,  one  sleeps  well ; 
and  it  must  be  sweet  in  that  land,  where  trial  is  no 
more,  to  review  such  a  Hfe,  and  to  be  permitted  to 
see,  as  we  cannot  see  now,  the  fruits  of  what  has  been 
sown  with  such  earnestness  and  godly  sincerity. 

About  ten  days  before  his  death.  Father  Gerhart 
took  a  slight  cold,  from  exposure  on  a  stormy  day. 
A  few  days  later  this  increased  by  another  instance 
of  exposure ;  the  cold  became  influenza,  as  the  doc- 
tor pronounced  it.  Then  it  became  inflammation 
of  the  lungs.  This  was  relieved,  and  he  seemed  to 
be  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery,  when,  on  Friday  after- 
noon, he  took  a  relapse,  and  breathing  became  se- 
vere, a  wheezing  and  rattling  in  his  chest  and  throat 
ensued,  and  he  sank  gradually  until  12:30,  A.  M., 
Saturday,  the  11th  of  February,  1865,  when  the 
light  of  his  beautiful  life  went  out  very  gently,  with 
scarcely  a  struggle  or  a  twitch  of  the  muscles.  His 
age  was  77  years,  less  one  day. 

'No  doubt  or  fear  crossed  his  mind.  After  he  had 
lost  the  power  of  speech,  and  his  eyes  were  fixed  in 
death,  his  son,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  said  to  him :  "You 
believe  in  Christ?"  when  he  at  once  nodded.  Paus- 
ing a  few  minutes,  his  son  added :  "  The  Lord  Jesus 
supports  you  ?"  and  he  nodded  the  second  time.  His 
death  was  as  his  life,  cheerful,  calm,  quiet,  composed. 

Duty  to  Christ  and  His  Church  was  the  law  of 
his  life.  When  ministerial  duty  called,  he  never 
hesitated,  nor  was  he  deterred  by  heat  or  cold,  wind, 
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rain,  snow,  hail  or  storm.  He  would,  at  times,  start 
out  before  the  break  of  day,  and  return,  if  need  be, 
as  late  as  ten  or  twelve  o'clock  at  night.  We  never 
knew  a  man  that  was  more  free  of  the  spirit  of 
procrastination.  He  never  pnt  off  imtil  to-morrow 
what  he  knew  he  onght  to  do  to-day.  "When  he  put 
off  work,  it  was  absolutely  for  want  of  time,  or 
health  or  strength. 

On  a  certain  occasion,  says  one  who  knew  him 
well,  I  heard  his  wife  lamenting  to  him  the  hard 
life  he  was  leading,  for  which  he  was  receiving  but 
little  compensation,  and,  she  feared,  less  thanks ; 
when  he  replied:  "I  am  willing  to  ride  over  these 
valleys  and  these  mountains,  during  my  whole  life, 
and  if  I  am  the  means  of  saving  but  one  soul,  I 
have  my  reward." 

Father  Gerhart  was  faithful,  modest,  quiet,  and 
always  cheerful.  He  was  full  of  kindness,  and  al- 
ways willing  to  accommodate.  He  maintained  his 
genial  and  cheerful  spirit  to  the  very  last.  He  was 
absorbed  in  the  service  of  Christ  and  His  Church, 
and  seemed  to  carry  with  him  always  an  unclouded 
assurance  that  Christ  would  not  fail  to  keep  him  in 
fellowship  with  Himself,  in  life  and  in  death.  In  this 
steadfast,  assuring  faith,  he  met  death  with  unshaken 
calmness  when  the  hour  of  departure  came.  "The 
souls  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  hands  of  God,  and 
there  shall  no  torment  touch  them.  In  the  sight  of 
the  unwise  they  seem  to  die ;  and  their  departure 
is  taken  for  misery,  and  their  going  from  us  to  be 
utter  destruction;  but  they  are  at  peace." 
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Tlie  remains  of  Father  Gerhart  repose  beside 
those  of  his  faithful  companion  in  the  "  Lancaster 
Cemetery,"  in  a  lot  which  he  had  previously  pro- 
cured. * 

The  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Kev. 
Dr.  B.  C.  Wolff,  who  has  since  followed  him  to  the 
spirit  land,  based  on  Psa.  xxxvii.  23,  "The  steps  of 
a  good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord."  He  was  as- 
sisted by  the  Eev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin,  President  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  the  Eev.  Amos 
H.  Kremer,  pastor  of  the  First  Eeformed  church, 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 

*  Letter  of  bis  son— the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart. 
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1787—1865. 

This  aged  father  in  the  ministry,  was  born  in 
Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  8d, 
1787.^"  His  ancestors  were  from  Switzerland. 
They  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  period,  and 
settled  in  that  section  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
His  father  was  an  elder  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
which  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Pomp  was  pastor.  Having 
been  baptized  in  infancy,  and  afterwards  thoroughly 
instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  he  was  confirmed  by  the  aged  and 
venerable  pastor  above  named. 

Thus  early  introduced  into  the  church  of  God, 
and  reared  amidst  its  hallowed  and  elevating  influ- 
ences, Mr.  Scholl  became  impressed,  at  an  early  age, 
with  a  sense  of  his  duty  to  God,  and  a  desire  to 
consecrate  himself  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
He  entered  upon  a  course  of  preparatory  study 
under  the  Rev.  Albert  Helftenstein,  who,  at  that 
time,  was  pastor  of  the  Goshenhoppen  and  Great 
3\vamp  congregations,  in  Montgomery  county, 
r'ennsylvania.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia and  prosecuted  his  theological  studies  under 

*Ger.  Mef.  Mens.,  May  31st,  lb65;  obituary  by  tlie  Itev.  Dr.  T.  U 
Apple. 
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the  Eev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  tlie 
Eace  Street  churcli.  Associated  with  him  in  Ms 
studies  were  quite  a  number  of  earnest  and  devoted 
young  men,  most  of  whom  grew  old  in  the  min- 
istry and  have  already  passed  away  to  a  higher 
sphere  of  activity  and  blessedness  in  the  kingdom 
of  God. 

After  complei  .ng  his  course  of  theological  study, 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  at  the  Synod 
of  Wom'^lsdorf,  Pennsylvania,  in  1842,*  and  subse- 
quently, 12  the  year  1817,  ordained  to  the  office  and 
work  of  the  ministry,  and  regularly  placed  over  a 
pastoral  charge  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
which,  as  licentiate,  he  had  been  serving  already 
several  years.  The  Eev.  George  Geistweit  and  Dr. 
C.  L.  Becker,  of  Baltimore,  constituted  the  com- 
mittee whiv.h  ordained  him.f  His  first  field  of 
labor  comprised  nine  congregations,  widely  dis- 
persed^ an('  demanding  an  immense  amount  of  labor 
and  expo-are.  After  four  years  of  earnest  service 
in  this  fi.'t  field,  laboring  hard  and  dih gently,  and 
not  witL  it  success,  he  accepted  a  call  from  Green- 
castle,  i«  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  which 
place  he  .emoved  in  the  year  1818.  He  was  the  first 
residen.  pastor  in  this  congregation.  Previous  to 
this  time  it  had  been  supphed  by  the  Eev.  Frede- 
rick Eahauser,  in  connection  with  Chambersburg. 
Here  Mr.  SchoU  found  much  work  to  do.  He  im- 
mediately commenced  a  course  of  catechetical 
instructions.     His  classes  were  large  and  interest- 

~~*Syn.  Min.,  1814,  pp.  62-63. 
t  Syn.  Min.,  1817,  p.  12. 
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ing,  and  tlie  congregation  soon  began  to  show 
evidences  of  growth  and  prosperity.  Many  of  his 
catechumens  were  married  people,  heads  of  famihes, 
and  some  of  them  were  far  advanced  in  life.  Here 
again  he  labored  in  a  kind  of  missionary  capacity 
— his  field  comprising  the  congregations  spread 
over  the  valley  from  mountain  to  mountain.  He 
preached  at  Greencastle,  Waynesboro',  Mercersburg, 
St.  Thomas,  Grindstonehill,  Salem,  which  congre- 
gation he  organized,  and  at  McConnellsburg.  La- 
boring in  so  extensive  a  field,  his  time,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  was  almost  wholly  occupied  with  pastoral 
duties,  and  he  could  do  but  little  in  the  way  of 
study,  and  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind.  Yet 
those  who  still  remember  his  preaching,  speak  of  it 
as  of  an  earnest  and  effective  character.  He  was 
regarded  as  a  good  speaker  in  his  day. 

In  the  course  of  time,  the  population,  within  the 
bounds  of  his  charge,  began  to  change,  and,  with 
it,  the  English  gradually  became  the  prevailing 
language.  As  Father  Scholl  preached  only  in  the 
German,  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  a  change 
of  pastors.  His  own  work  seemed  thus  to  be  natu 
rally  brought  to  a  close  in  the  field  which  he  had  so 
long  cultivated.  He  had  labored  here  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  and  spent  the  vigor  of  his  life 
and  strength  among  this  people.  Having  now 
attained  the  age  of  about  fifty -five  years,  and  becom- 
ing more  and  more  infi.rm,  he  retired  from  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry,  and  spent  the  remain 
der  of  his  da}- s  in  retirement,  mostly  on  his  farm 
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in  the  vicinity  of  Greencastle.  He  preaclied  occa- 
sionally, however,  after  resigning  his  charge,  for 
his  successor,  the  Rev.  John  Rebaugh,  and  also  once 
assisted  the  pastor  of  the  St.  Thomas  congregation 
at  a  communion  season. 

During  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  of  his  life 
he  was  always  more  or  less  afflicted,  so  that  he  was 
unable  to  leave  his  house  for  any  length  of  time. 
When  in  a  condition  to  go  out,  he  usually  attended 
divine  service  in  church,  and  communed  at  the 
Lord's  Table  along  with  the  congregation.  On 
one  occasion  he  assisted  the  pastor  in  distributing 
the  elements.  He  loved,  particularly  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  to  speak  of  the  Church  in 
the  early  times.  His  memory  had  faithfully  treas- 
ured up  the  interesting  incidents  of  the  hoary  past, 
and  he  found  it  pleasant  and  highly  entertaining  to 
call  up  these  fond  reminiscences  of  an  age  once  so 
stirring,  but  now  silently  passing  into  forgetfulness 
with  the  distant  period  to  which  they  belonged. 
But  few  of  those  of  his  own  age  in  the  ministry 
remained — the  most  of  them  having  passed  over 
the  river.  He  felt  himself  isolated  and  alone ;  and 
often  spoke  of  his  own  decease  as  being  in  the 
nature  of  the  case  not  far  distant.  He  thought  and 
spoke  of  death  with  entire  composure.  In  a  paper 
from  which  these  facts  are  taken,  he  says  very 
touchingly,  that  he  expects  shortly  to  have  his  body 
laid  with  those  of  the  "fathers  "  in  the  grave,  and 
his  soul  to  rest  in  the  bosom  of  his  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour. 
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His  theological  views,  like  those  wnicli  prevailed 
pretty  generally  at  the  time  he  studied,  were  slightly 
tinged  with  the  defective  spirit  of  the  age;  but 
practically  he  never  suffered  this  spirit  to  influence 
or  mislead  him.  He  sincerely  loved  the  Church, 
and  labored  for  her  spiritual  welfare  and  prosperity. 

His  last  and  fatal  illness  was  of  short  duration. 
He  was  taken  sick  about  eleven  o'clock  on  a  Thurs- 
day night,  and  breathed  his  last  at  half  past  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  ensuing  Saturday. 
During  these  two  or  three  days  he  was  wholly  un- 
conscious, except  at  certain  short  intervals,  when  he 
generally  suffered  much  pain.  He  died  calmly  and 
peacefully  at  his  residence  in  Greencastle,  Franklin 
county,  Pennsylvania,  May  18th,  1865,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  77  years,  8  months  and  10  days. 
He  was  buried  on  Tuesday  morning.  May  16th,  in 
the  grave-yard  attached  to  the  Eeformed  Church  in 
the  place  of  his  late  residence.  The  funeral  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  the  pastor — the  Rev.  T.  G. 
Apple,  D.  D.  The  brethren  B.  Bausman  and  F. 
A.  Rupley  were  also  present  and  participated  in  the 
solemn  services. 

The  aged  and  venerable  father  now  rests  from 
his  labors  and  toils.     He  will  no  more  take  part  in 
any  of  the  services  of  God's  house  on  earth ;  but 
in  that  "temple,"  not  made  with  hands,  "eternal  in* 
the  heavens,"  will  he  worship  evermore — "world, 
without  end." 
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KEY.  DANIEL  ZELLEE. 

1792—1868. 

Father  Zeller  was  a  man  of  great  modesty  and 
amiability,  wholly  incapable,  we  should  think,  of 
doing  a  wrong  act  or  of  speaking  even  an  unkind 
word — an  "  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  there  was  no 
guile."  His  mild  and  kindly  disposition  made  him 
the  friend  and  favorite  of  all  who  knew  him.  In 
his  habits  he  was  singularly  retired;  and  his  char- 
acter, both  public  and  private,  was  of  that  quiet, 
innocent,  and  gentle  cast,  which  all  admire  and  few 
possess.  His  beautiful,  retired,  unobtrusive  life, 
and  faithful  ministry,  have  been  accurately  portray- 
ed by  one  who  enjoyed  his  intimate  acquaintance, 
and  whose  interesting  sketch,  slightly  changed  and 
condensed,  we  have  adopted  as  our  ovvm. 

Daniel  Zeller  was  born  in  Tulpehocken  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  27th,  1792.'^ 
His  parents  were  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Zeller. 
One  month  after  his  birth,  he  was  baptized  by  Rev. 
Daniel  Wagner,  and  it  is  thought  that  he  and  his 
wife,  Anna  Maria,  were  also  his  sponsors.  In  his 
youth  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  which  lies 
about  one  mile  north-east  of  the  old  Tulpehocken 
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Eeformed  church.  He  had,  however,  no  taste  for 
agriciiltiiral  pursuits,  and  consequently  took  little 
or  no  interest  in  his  work.  His  thoughts  ran  in  a 
different  channel,  and  it  soon  became  manifest  that 
he  was  designed  for  quite  another  field  of  labor. 
He  had  a  taste  for  reading,  and  accordingly  he  bought 
books  which  he  diligently  read  and  studied.  It  is 
said,  that,  at  noon,  while  the  horses  were  eating,  he 
would  take  his  book  and  read,  leaving  his  older 
brother  do  the  work  in  and  about  the  barn. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  he  was  in- 
structed, confirmed,  and  thus  admitted  to  full  mem- 
bership in  connection  with  the  Germxan  Eeformed 
Church;  which  public  profession  of  his  faith  in 
Christ,  he  adorned  by  a  holy  walk  and  godly  con- 
versation to  the  close  of  his  life.  Owing  to  the 
difficulties  existing  at  that  time  in  the  Tulpehocken 
congregation,  it  is  believed  that  he  was  confirmed 
in  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  by  the  sainted  Hiester. 

When  the  father  discovered  that  his  son  Daniel 
desired  to  study  with  a  view  of  preparing  himself 
for  the  holy  ministry,  he  did  not  oppose  him,  as 
some  do,  neither  did  he  threaten  to  withdraw  his 
support,  because  he  was  not  disposed  to  be  a  far- 
mer; but  rather  encouraged  him  in  his  efforts  to 
become  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  also  fur- 
nished him  with  the  necessary  means  to  prosecute 
his  studies.  After  receiving  an  ordinary  education, 
such  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  country  schools, 
at  that  time,  and  the  instructions  which  had  been 
imparted  in  the  catechetical  class,  together  vfith 
8 
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the  general  knowledge  acquired  by  reading,  lie  en- 
tered, about  the  year  1811,  upon  his  preparatory 
and  theological  studies  under  the  direction  of  the 
late  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.  D.,  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  After  completing  his  course,  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
at  its  annual  meeting,  held  in  Easton,  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  permission  to  preach  the  Gospel.  He  was  , 
examined  and  licensed,  April  25th,  1815.  "^ 

With  the  consent  of  the  Synod,  he  immediately 
took  charge,  as  supply,  of  the  following  congrega- 
tions, namely:  Upper  Saucon,  Upper  Milford, 
Trexlertown,  and  Salisbury,  in  Lehigh  county, 
Pennsylvania,  which  constituted  the  charge  of  the 
Rev.  J.  William  Dechant,  who  had  obtained  from 
Synod  leave  of  absence  with  a  view  of  making  a 
missionary  tour  to  the  State  of  Ohio.  According 
to  a  standing  rule  of  the  Church,  at  that  time,  Mr. 
Zeller  remained  a  candidate  for  three  years ;  at  the 
expiration  of  which  term  he  was  re-examined,  and 
then  ordained,  September  8th,  1818,  by  the  Synod 
at  its  annual  meeting  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.f 
It  seems  that  the  former  pastor,  Rev.  J.  William 
Dechant,  never  took  charge  again  of  his  congrega- 
tions in  Lehigh  county.  Hence  they  naturally 
passed  into  the  hands  of  their  present  supply,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Zeller,  who  continued  to  serve  them  with 
but  few  interruptions  until  near  the  close  of  May, 
1857,  when  age  and  bodily  infirmities    compelled 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1815.  p.  ««. 
t  Syn.  Mill.,  1818. 


DANIEL   ZELLER.  115 

him  to  resign.  He  tlien  retired  from  the  active  du- 
ties of  the  ministry  and  led  a  private  life  until  he 
was  called  home  to  receive  his  reward  in  heaven. 

On  the  21st  day  of  August,  1816,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Maria  Schweitzer,  who  preceded  him, 
October,  27th  1855,  to  the  spirit  world.  His  two 
children,  daughters,  survived  him,  and  had  the 
privilege  of  ministering  to  his  wants  in  old  age. 
He  was  confined  to  his  bed  nearly  four  weeks.  His 
disease  was  consumption.  After  bearing  his  suffer- 
ings with  great  patience  and  calm  resignation,  he 
died  at  his  residence  in  AUentown,  Lehigh  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  afternoon  of  Easter  Sunday, 
April  12th,  1868,  aged  75  years,  10  months  and  15 
days. 

On  the  following  Thursday  afternoon,  he  was 
buried  in  the  Union  Cemetery,  at  AUentown,  with 
the  benediction  of  the  Church.  The  services  con- 
nected with  his  funeral  were  held  in  the  First  Ee- 
formed  church.  At  the  request  of  the  family,  the 
pastor  of  the  congregation  officiated  in  the  English 
language,  preaching  a  sermon  from  Daniel  xii.  3 : 
"And  they  that  be  wise,  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever."  The 
Eev.  Joshua  Yeager,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  an 
intimate  personal  friend  of  Father  Zeller,  who  hav- 
ing preached  with  him  twenty-five  years  in  the  same 
pulpit  of  a  so-called  Union  church,  was  well  ac- 
quainted with  his  life  and  character,  delivered  an 
appropriate  address  in  the  German  language. 
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There  were  present  on  this  solemn  occasion,  be- 
sides a  vast  multitude  of  private  friends,  nineteen 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  belonging  to  six  different 
denominations. 

Father  Zeller  baptized  during  his  ministry,  3,881 ; 
confirmed,  2,139;  married,  1,110  couple;  and  bur- 
ied, 1,073.  These  figures  do  not  include  those 
whom  he  baptized,  confirmed,  married,  and  buried 
during  the  first  few  years  of  his  ministry,  of  which 
no  record  has  as  yet  been  found. 

From  this  account  of  his  life  and  labors,  it  ap- 
pears that  he  was  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of 
the  ministry  for  the  space  of  forty-two  years.  This 
was  a  long  term  of  service.  Comparatively  few 
ministers  are  permitted  to  labor  such  a  length  of 
time  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  He  was  favored 
with  many  opportunities  to  preach  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  to  lead  sinners  to  the  Saviour,  and  to 
build  up  his  people  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the 
Gospel.  Having  turned  many  to  righteousness,  he 
shall  shine  as  "  the  stars  forever  and  ever."  It  ap- 
pears also  that  he  served  but  one  pastoral  charge 
during  his  long  and  eventful  ministry.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  restless  spirits,  Avho  have  an  idea  that 
God  is  calhng  them  every  few  years  into  some  new 
field  of  labor.  Neither  was  he  one  of  those  who  are 
continually  seeking  calls  from  other  charges,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  accepting  them,  but  only  to  use  them 
as  lashes  to  bring  their  own  people  "into  the  traces." 

Father  Zeller  was  satisfied  with  his  charge,  and, 
accordingly,  remained  with  his  people  from  the  be- 
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ginning  to  tlie  end  of  iiis  ministry,  and  was  willing 
to  serve  them,  if  possible,  even  to  the  close  of  life. 
Age  and  bodily  infirmities,  however,  compelled 
him  at  length  to  resign  his  charge ;  and  he  accord- 
ingly withdrew  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  days  in  re- 
tirement. As  a  minister  he  grew  np  among  his 
people  from  youth  to  perfect  manhood,  onward 
even  to  extreme  old  age.  The  most  of  his  mem- 
bers learned  to  regard  him  as  their  spiritual  father, 
whom  he  had  met  and  blessed  in  the  difierent  sta- 
ges of  life.  For  he  had  baptized  a  large  number  of 
them  in  infancy,  confirmed  many  in  youth,  married 
others  in  maturer  years,  and  buried  not  a  few  of 
them,  after  the  close  of  life,  with  the  benediction  of 
the  Church.  Though  dead,  he  still  lives  in  the 
memories  of  many  pious  and  devoted  friends,  who 
speak  with  feelings  of  grateful  pleasure  of  his 
earnestness  and  fidelity  as  a  minister  of  Jesus 
Christ.     "  Blessed  is  the  memory  of  the  just." 
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EEY.  HENBY  N.  B.  HABLISTOK 
1794—1870. 

The  history  of  this  aged  father  is  a  peculiar  one. 
His  erratic  course  makes  it  difficult  to  present  a 
truthful  picture  of  his  life,  labors,  and  diversified 
experiences. 

He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
about  the  year  1794,  and  prosecuted  his  literary 
studies  in  St.  Mary's  College,  in  the  same  city. 
After  graduating,  he  entered  upon  a  course  of  theo- 
logical studies  under  the  care  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  C. 
L.  Becker,  then  pastor  of  the  German  Reformed 
church  in  Baltimore.*  He  was  hcensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel  at  the  Synod  held  in  Easton,  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1815,  and  was  sent  to  Greensburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, with  instructions  to  take  charge  of  the 
congregations  in  that  place  and  vicinity,  if  arrange- 
ments could  be  made.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sy- 
nod held  in  New  Holland,  Lancaster  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, his  missionary  tour  was  approved  and 
pronounced  "perfectly  satisfactory."  In  the  min- 
utes of  Synod  for  1817,  his  name  stands  among  the 
"  candidates,"  and  he  is  reported  as  still  laboring 
in  a  kind  of  missionary  capacity  in  Westmorelaiu] 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  witli 

*Re/.  Ch.  Mess.,  April  18th,  1870. 
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some  success,  if  the  report  of  his  labors  is  to  be 
taken  as  a  criterion  of  his  efi&ciency.  He  reports 
one  hundred  and  eighty  baptisms,  seventy-four 
confirmations,  five  hundred  and  eighty  communi- 
cants, and  twenty-eight  burials  *  This,  however, 
is  likely  for  the  whole  period  of  his  operations  in 
that  field. 

In  1819,  we  find  him  in  Shrewsbury,  York  coun-  I 
ty,  Pennsylvania,  having  charge  of  eight  congrega-  I 
tions.     For  several  years  he  fails  to  report,  and  we 
lose  sight  of  him.     In  the  minutes  of  1824,  hoAV- 
ever,  we  find  his  name   again,  with  the  remark, 
"late  of  York  county,  now  of  Shippensburg — no 
report."i*      Here  also  he  is  found  in  1825,  serving 
three  congregations ;  in  1826,  only  one ;  in  1828,  he 
is  for  some  cause  expelled  from  Synod.:}:    For  sev- 
eral years  after  this  we  have  no  definite  knowledge 
of  his  v/hereabouts,  bat  in  the  minutes  of  1831,  his 
name  again  appears,  he  having  been  restored, §  and 
continues  to  appear  on  the  minutes  up  to  1835  ;  but 
he  is  without  a  charge.     In  1836,  he  is  reported  as 
living  at  Baltimore.     For  the  next  ten  years  we 
lose  sight  of  him  again.     Where  he  spent  these 
years  we  cannot  tell.    He  is,  however,  no  longer  a 
member  of  Synod.     In  the  minutes  of  1837,  page 
11,  we  find  the  following:  "Zion's  Classis  requests 
that  the  following  action  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  Synod :  '  Whereas  the  rules  of  our  Classis  and 

*Sjn.  Min.,  1817,  pp.  3,  9, 13. 
tSyn.  Min.,  1824,  p.  37. 
tSyn.  Min.,  1828,  pp.  6,  7. 
i-Syn.  Min.,  1831,  p.  8. 
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Sjniod  make  it  the  duty  of  every  minister  to  give 
all  Ms  time  and  attention  to  tlie  duties  of  his  office ; 
and,  whereas  the  Eev.  Henry  Habliston  has  not 
employed  his  time  and  talents  in  pursuits  becoming 
'  the  ministerial  office,  nor  does  at  this  time  so  em- 
ploy them ;  and,  in  that  he  himself  claims  the  right 
of  severing  his  connection  with  the  Classis  and  Sy- 
nod, therefore,  Resolved  that  we  no  longer  regard 
him  as  a  member  of  this  Classis,' "  In  this  state 
of  separation  from  the  Reformed  Church  he  con- 
tinued up  to  1847,  when,  in  connection  with  some 
members  of  the  Manheim  charge,  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  he  made  application  to  the 
Classis  of  Lebanon,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Orwigs- 
burg,  Schuylkill  county, Pennsylvania, praying  "for 
his  reception  into  said  Classis,  and  asking  permis- 
sion for  him  to  become  the  pastor  of  said  charge." 
The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  re- 
commended his  re-instatement,  on  trial  for  one  year, 
which  was  acceded  to  by  the  Classis.  The  follow- 
ing year  the  Classis  met  at  Palmyra,  where  he  was 
fully  re-instated.*  For  two  years,  1847 — 1848,  he 
labored  at  Manheim  with  some  acceptance  and  suc- 
cess ;  when  he  is  again  reported  as  without  a  charge. 
In  the  minutes  of  1850  and  '51,  he  is  reported  as  a 
missionary,  having  gone  to  "  some  place  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  where  he  labored  hard  for  some  years, 
traveled  great  distances,  on  foot,  to  meet  his  ap- 
pointments, when  at  the  age  of  nearly  sixty  years." 
But,  then,  being  accused  of  some  improprieties,  and 

*Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  April  27tb,  1870,  tuid  Syji.  3Hn.,  1848,  p.  22. 
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reported,  in  1853,  to  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  with 
which  he  stood  connected,  he  was  deposed  from  the 
office  of  the  ministry,  and  has  since  been  living  in 
retirement,  with  one  of  his  sons,  in  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore, Maryland,  where  he  died  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing, April  2d,  1870,  aged  76  years. 

From  our  own  personal  acquaintance  and  inter- 
course with  Mr.  Habliston,  during  his  residence  in 
Lancaster  county,  we  feel  warranted  in  saying  some- 
thing in  reference  to  his  character.  We  are  disposed 
to  regard  him  as  a  good  man,  desirous  of  doing  his 
duty.  He  was  a  man  of  some  talent  and  speaking 
capacity.  His  preaching,  though  ordinary,  was 
earnest  and  acceptable.  His  labors  in  Manheim 
were  blessed,  as  far  as  we  know ;  his  services  being 
quite  well  attended.  His  mind,  however,  was  pe- 
culiarly constituted.  He  had  severe  afflictions  in 
his  family ;  he  himself  was  sickly  and  feeble ;  and 
all  these  things  operating  together  rendered  it  al- 
most impossible  for  him  to  labor  with  any  satisfac- 
tion to  himself  or  profit  to  others.  We  feel  dispos- 
ed, therefore,  to  pity  rather  than  blame  him,  and 
to  look  upon  him  as  a  good,  earnest  and  well-dis- 
posed, but  unfortunate  and  erratic  brother.  "  Char- 
ity covereth  a  multitude  of  sins ;"  and  we  feel  in- 
clined to  think  that  few  persons  are  more  deserving 
of  the  benefits  of  this  most  lovely  of  the  Christian 
graces  than  the  Eev.  Henry  N.  B.  Habliston. 
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EEY.  JOHN  E.  ALBERT. 

17**_1856. 

Of  the  early  life  of  this  "  father"  we  are  not  able 
to  say  anything  definitely.  He  was  licensed,  pro- 
bably, in  the  year  1818,*  and  ordained  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  or  early  in  1820,  f  being  located  in 
Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  having  charge 
of  three  congregations,  namely :  St.  John's  in  York 
county,  and  Zion  and  Salem  in  Adams.  In  this 
charge  he  continued  to  labor  up  to  the  year  1832, 
when,  in  consequence  of  failing  health,  or  some  other 
cause,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  preaching  and  resign 
his  charge.  From  this  time  on  he  lived  in  retire- 
ment, preaching  only  occasionally,  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  took  place  at  the  York  Springs,  in 
Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1856. 

He  was  well  advanced  in  years  when  called  home, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  a  very  good  man.  He  died 
in  peace.  One  who  seems  to  have  been  intimately 
acquainted  with  him  writes  thus : 

*Or  perhaps  earlier.  We  could  not  exactly  adjust  the  dates. 
There  is  evidently  some  confusion  in  the  case.  He  had  a  cer- 
tain connection  with  the  Synod;  and  yet,  in  1819,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  examine  him,  and,  "  according  to  their  judg- 
ment, either  ordain  or  license  him."  But  in  the  same  minutes  he 
is  excused  for  his  absence  the  previous  year ;  and  his  name  also 
stands  on  the  statistical  table  in  connection  with  three  congrega- 
tions of  which  he  seems  to  have  charge,  and  which  he  continued 
to  serve  subsequently.     Syn.  Min.,  18ia,  pp.  17-21. 

t  Syn.  Min,  1820,  p.  8. 
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"Father  Albert  was  one  of  the  old  stock  of  preach- 
ers in  our  Chnrch,  whose  ministry  is  associated  with 
some  of  the  most  pleasing  of  our  youthful  reminis- 
cences. The  simple  and  unafifected  piety  of  those 
men — their  venerable  and  grave  appearance,  and  the 
clear  and  forcible  manner  of  their  preaching,  wake 
up  in  our  bosom,  at  this  late  day,  a  feeling  of  rev- 
erence not  cherished  for  many  of  our  contempora- 
ries. The  subject  of  this  notice  served  his  Divine 
Master  for  many  years  in  the  ministry,  laboring 
principally  in  congregations  located  in  York  and 
Adams  counties,  Pennsylvania,  until  the  state  of  his 
health  and  defect  of  his  sight  compelled  him  to  lay 
down  the  active  duties  of  the  sacred  office.  The 
service  he  rendered  his  Master  must  have  been  a 
cheeiiul  and  pleasant  one,  since  he  always,  till  the 
day  of  his  death,  spoke  of  his  ministry  as  of  a  sub- 
ject dear  to  his  recollection  ;  and  when  he  had  retired 
from  the  field,  there  was,  at  no  time,  the  least  evi- 
dence given  that  he  had  withdrawn  his  attachment 
from  the  good  cause  which  he  had  for  so  long  a  time 
advocated.  He  loved  the  Church  and  all  her  doc- 
trines, sacraments,  etc.,  and  always  prayed  "  for  the 
peace  of  Jerusalem,"  and  thus  manifested  a  sym- 
pathy with  Him  who  loved  her  and  died  for  her. 

"  He  was  simple-hearted  and  kind  in  his  disposi- 
tion, plain  and  unaffected  in  his  manners,  and  cour- 
teous in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  always 
endeavoring  to  exemplify  that  Gospel  which  he,  as 
long  as  he  could,  loved  to  recommend  to  others  as 
the  only  rule  by  which  they  should  live.     The  vir- 
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tues  of  Ms  character  appeared  to  advantage  in  the 
retirement  and  bosom  of  his  family.  They  who 
were  oftenest  with  him  here  know  best  how  to  ap- 
preciate his  hnmble  piety,  recommending  by  its 
heavenly  lustre  to  others  the  religion  of  his  Divine 
Master ;  but  nowhere,  and  at  no  time,  did  the  work 
of  grace  in  his  soul  appear  as  lovely  as  under  those 
severe  afflictions  with  which  his  heavenly  Father 
saw  fit  to  visit  him. 

"  The  disease  which  finally  ended  his  earthly  career 
had  several  times  brought  him,  as  was  supposed, 
near  the  grave.  In  these  trying  circumstances,  his 
humble  submission  to  God's  will,  and  his  confidence 
in  his  Saviour,  and  his  joyful  anticipation  of  the 
world  of  glory,  evinced  that  grace  was  preparing 
him  for  the  higher  service  of  God's  people  above. 
The  last  attack  removed  him  from  our  midst,  but 
that  death-bed  scene  was  one  eminently  calculated 
to  recommend  religion  to  every  one  present,  as  an 
object  of  the  most  earnest  and  persevering  pursuit. 
JSTo  one  could  have  witnessed  it  without  being  in- 
duced to  pray,  '  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  right- 
eous and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his.'  " 

"  We  scarcely  knew  that  lie  was  dead, 
So  peacefully  his  spirit  passed — 
So  soitly,  sweetly,  breathed  his  last, 
And  stilled  were  heart  and  weary  liead." 


JOHN   ANDREW   STRASSBURGER.  126 


EEY.  JOHN  ANDEEW  STEASSBUEGEE. 

1796—1860. 

Mr.  Strassbueger  was  born  in  Upper  Milford 
township,  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  3d, 
1796*  In  infancy  he  was  admitted  into  the  Church, 
by  baptism,  as  a  sign  of  the  covenant ;  this  cove- 
nant was  afterwards  ratified  by  his  confirmation  when 
he  became  a  communicant  member  of  the  German 
Eeformed  Church.  As  a  youth  he  received  only  an 
ordinary  German  education.  He  assisted  his  father 
at  his  trade  till  he  was  in  the  19th  year  of  his  age. 
At  an  early  day,  he  felt  a  desire  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ.  This  desire  grew  stronger  as 
he  advanced  in  years,  till  at  length  he  determined  to 
prepare  himself  for  the  oflSce  of  the  holy  ministry. 
He  mad&  known  his  desire  to  his  parents ;  but,  instead 
of  being  encouraged,  he  was  opposed.  His  father, 
though  abundantly  able,  refused  not  only  to  give 
his  consent,  but  also  to  furnish  the  necessary  means 
to  prosecute  his  studies.  Trusting,  however,  that 
God,  who  had  called  him  to  labor  in  His  vineyard, 
would  not  forsake  him,  he  made  the  necessary  pre- 
paration and  left  home  in  the  year  1815. 

The  German  Eeformed  Church,  having  as    yet 
neither  college  nor  seminary,  he  was  compelled  to 

*  This  sketch,  with  slipfht  chanj^es  and  additions,  is  taken  from 
the  Gar.  licf.  Me.^as.,  June  20th,  18uO. 
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study  privately,   and  accordingly    commenced   his 
literarj^  and  theological  course  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.  D.,  in  Philadel- 
phia.    The  money  that  was  required  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses, he  borrowed  upon  his  own  credit  from  kind 
friends,  except  a  small  amount  which  a  sympathiz 
mg  and  beloved  mother  gave  him  privately.     That 
lie  labored  under  many  disadvantages  may  well  be 
imagined.     Conscious,  however,  of  his  call  to  the 
ministry,  and  sensible  of  the  great  want  of  laborers 
in  our  Church,  he  allowed   neither   opposition  nor 
discouragements  to  keep  him  back  from  that  office, 
to  which  he  looked  forward  with  so  much  pleasure. 
Being  thus  cast  npon  his  own  resources  from   the 
beginning,  he  endeavored  to  turn  his  time  and  op- 
portunities to  good  account,  by  studying  faithfully 
and  perseveringly  for  about  three  years  ;  and  during 
this  time  he  studied  the  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew  and 
German  languages,  and  the  more  important  branches 
of  Theology.     Owing  to  the  short  time  at  his  com- 
mand, his  knowledge  of  the  languages  was  limited, 
with  the  exception  of  the  German,  which  was   his 
vernacular  tongue,  and  which  he  also  studied  more 
fully.    Yery  few,  indeed,  with  the  same  advantages, 
it  is  believed,  spoke  it  more  correctly  than  he. 

By  the  death  of  Rev.  Jacob  Senn,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1818,  the  three  congregations, 
Tohickon,  Indianfield  and  Charlestown,  became 
vacant.  They  invited  several  ministers  to  preach 
trial  sermons ;  and  he,  though  a  student  as  yet,  en- 
tered into  the   contest,  and  preached  for   them   on 
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Easter,  1818.  Having  been  elected  by  tlie  tbree 
congregations,  lie  accepted  tbe  call,  and  immediately 
commenced  preaching  regularly  in  the  charge.  Pie 
applied  for  license  to  the  Synod  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  which  met  that  year  in  Carlisle, 
Pa.  He  was  examined,  and  licensed  to  preach  the 
Gospel."^  His  certificate  of  licensure  is  dated  Sep. 
10th,  1818,  and  is  subscribed  by  J.  Henry  Hoffmeier, 
President,  and  Lewis  Mayer,  Secretary.  At  that 
time  the  students  were  required  to  preach  trial  ser- 
mons before  Synod,  and  for  this  purpose  John  iii. 
16,  was  assigned  as  the  subject  of  his  discourse, 
and  entered  on  his  certificate.  His  call  from  the 
charge  was  confirmed,  and  in  it  he  labored  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  ministry,  viz. :  from 
Easter  1818  to  July  1854,  36  years  and  3  months. 
Daring  this  time  he  baptized  about  3,000  children; 
received  1,595  catechumens  by  the  rite  of  confirm 
ation  as  members  of  the  Church ;  married  1,235 
couple,  and  buried  1,0-14  persons.  He  Avas  not  in 
favor  of  changing  his  field  of  labor  every  few  years 
for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  his  sphere  of  useful- 
ness and  increasing  his  salary.  Though  several 
times  invited  and  pressed  to  take  charge  of  larger 
and  wealthier  congregations,  he  always  refused  to  f 
leave  his  own  people,  to  whom  he  became  daily 
more  and  more  attached.  His  congregations,  also, 
became  in  turn  more  strongly  attached  to  him,  till 
at  length  they  looked  upon  him  as  their  spiritual 
father,  and  he  upon  them  as  his   spiritual  children. 

*ne  was  subsequentlv  ordainocl  at  the  Synod  held  in  Lancaster, 
X'a.,  Sep.  23d,  1819.    See  Syn.  Min.,  pp.  17,  22,  23, 


128  FATHERS   OF   THE   REFORMED    CHURCH. 

The  attacliment  was  mntiTal.  In  course  of  time,  he 
could  look  upon  every  member  of  his  charge  as  his 
disciple,  whom  he  either  baptized  in  infancy,  con- 
firmed in  youth,  married  in  manhood,  visited  in 
sickness,  or  comforted  at  the  grave  of  some  rela- 
tive. The  greater  part  of  his  charge  thus  grew  up 
under  his  ministry,  and  were  accustomed  to  his 
voice  and  hand  at  the  baptismal  font,  in  the  cate- 
chetical class,  on  the  pulpit,  at  the  communion  table, 
at  the  hymeneal  altar,  in  the  sick-room,  and  at  the 
grave. 

He  was  of  a  mild,  kind,  and  modest  disposition. 
He  endeavored,  as  much  as  possible,  to  avoid  strife 
and  to  promote  peace  and  harm.ony.  The  congre- 
gations during  the  36  years  and  3  months  of  his 
ministry,  did  not  need  the  interposition  of  Classis 
or  Synod  to  settle  difficulties  for  them.  Several 
dark  and  threatening  clouds  hovered,  indeed,  over 
his  congregations;  but  they  were  small,  and  by  his 
prudent  course,  they  were  soon  dispelled,  and  the 
sun  of  peace  shone  again  in  his  meridian  splendor. 
He  sustained  the  most  friendly  relation  to  the  min- 
isters and  members  of  other  churches,  particularly 
of  the  Lutheran  and  Mennonite  denominations,  by 
whom  he  was  more  immediately  surrounded.  They 
manifested  their  mutual  friendship  not  only  by 
their  social  visits,  but  also  by  frequently  assisting 
each  other  on  funeral  occasions,  and  in  exchange  of 
pulpits.  Notwithstanding  his  regard  for  other 
Christian  denominations,  however,  he  was  thor- 
oughly  German    Reformed.      He   loved   his  own 
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Cliurcli — -her  catechism,  lier  rites  and  customs,  and 
was  at  all  times  ready,  if  necessary,  to  defend  them. 
Whilst  others  were  carried  away  by  the  spirit  of 
fanaticism  from  the  landmarks  set  by  the  fathers, 
he  was  one  of  those  who  remained  true  to  the  spirit 
of  his  Church.  He  was  accordingly  willing  to  as- 
sist in  promoting  her  institutions  of  learning  and 
other  objects  of  benevolence.  Besides  the  amount 
he  contributed  for  the  endowment  of  our  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  he  collected  personally  during  the 
last  year  of  his  ministry  $100.00  in  his  congrega- 
tions towards  the  $17,000.00  fund  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College.  Having  learned,  by  painful  ex- 
perience the  trials  of  preparing  for  the  ministry 
without  parental  assistance,  he  was  willing  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  his  oldest  son  in  qualifying 
himself  to  preach  the  Gospel;  and  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  assist  all  his  sons  in  the  same  way, 
had  they  manifested  a  desire  to  become  ministers 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

As  a  preacher,  Father  Strassburger  was  earnest 
and  faithful,  simple,  direct  and  powerful  in  his  ap- 
peals to  the  hearts  of  the  people.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  him  but  once,  on  a  communion 
occasion,  and  that  after  he  had  retired  from  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  the  ministry.  Though  feeble,  and 
burthened  with  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  he  spoke 
with  a  freshness  and  vigor  truly  surprising;  and 
urged  in  the  most  tender  manner  the  members  of 
lhe  church  to  unite  in  commemorating  the  Saviour's 
dviu'x  l(n'e.     From  what  we  then  heard,  we  would 
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i'ldge  him  to  have  been  a  very  pleasant  and   effec- 
tive speaker. 

He  was  subject  to  apoplectic  fits,  which  gradual! v 
increased  in  number  and  severity,  and  effected   his 
body  and  mind  to  such  an  extent,  that  he  was  con- 
strained reluctantly  to  resign  his  charge,  July  15, 
1854.     His  strong  and  devoted  congregations  just 
as  reluctantly  accepted  his  resignation.     It  was  the 
desire  of  himself  and  people,  that  the  pastoral  rela- 
tion between  them  might  have  been  continued  for 
years  to  come.     But  God,  in  his  Providence,  saw  fit 
to  sever  at  last  that  relation,  which  had  existed  be- 
tween them  so  many  years.     Though  he  had  re- 
signed his  congregations,  and  other  brethren  follow- 
ed him  in  the  pastoral  office,  still  he  not  only  con- 
tinued to  live  in  their  midst,  but,  above  all,  he  was 
willing  to  assist  his  successors  in  promoting  the 
welfare  of  the   congregations  to  which  he  was   so 
tenderly  attached,  even  to  the  end  of  life.     He  es- 
teemed it  not  only  a  duty,  but  even  a  pleasure  "to 
spend  and  be  spent"  for  his   people,  among   whom 
and  for  whom  he  labored  so  many  years,  and   who 
alone  enjoyed  the  freshness  of  his  youth,  the  vigor 
of  his  manhood  and  the  wisdom  of  old  age.     He  de- 
clined gradually.    Finally  he  was  confined  to  his  bed 
for  about  eight  weeks,  with  no  pain  and  no  suffer- 
ing.    He  was  meek  and  humble,  perfectly  resigned. 
He  neither  murmured  nor  complained  of  his  weak- 
ness and  approaching  dissolution. 

He  was  pleased  to  see  his  ministerial  brethren,  to 
engage  in  religious  conversation  and  prayer.     At 
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one  time  a  dark  cloud  seemed  to  hover  over  his 
mind,  which  was  calculated  to  discourage  him  for  a 
moment.  Being  reminded,  however,  of  the  promi- 
ses of  the  Gospel,  the  cloud  disappeared,  and  he  was 
filled  again  with  joj  and  hope.  He  then  added : 
"  Yes,  to  the  promises  of  the  Gospel  I  will  cling  to 
the  end  of  hfe,"  and  concluded  in  the  language  of  a 
German  hymn : 

Christi  Bint  und  Gerechtigkeit 
Das  ist  mein  Schmuck  und  Ehrenkleid, 
Damit  will  ich  vor  Gott  bestehen, 
Wann  ich  zum  Himmel  werd'  eingehen. 
On  another    occasion  he    said  to    a    ministerial 
brother  who  visited  him:    "Brother,   we    cannot 
pray  too  often — come,  let  us  pray."     The  family 
having  been  called  together,  they  engaged  in  reli- 
gious exercises ;  and  after  prayer  he  said,  "  Oh,  how 
blessed  and  refreshing :   I  feel  that  God  has  heard 
our  prayer."     Daring  conversation,  he  remarked  to 
his  ministerial  friend :  "  You  are  filling  a  laborious 
and  important  office.     Be  faithful,  and  God  will  be 
with  you  and  reward  you."     This  may  suffice  to 
convey  an  idea  of  the  frame  of  his  mind. 

Finally,  he  fell  quietly  and  peacefully  asleep,  ap- 
parently without  a  struggle.  May  2d,  1860,  aged  63 
years,  6  months  and  30  days,  leaving  a  widow,  five 
sons,  and  three  daughters  to  mourn  his  departure 
He  was  buried  on  the  following  Monday,  May  7th, 
according  to  his  own  request,  in  the  grave-yard  at 
the  Indianfield  church,  Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  in 
the  presence  of  an  unusually  large  concourse  of  peo- 
ple.    As  might  have  been   expected,  many  of  liis 
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former  members  and  friends  embraced  the  opportu- 
nity of  paying  the  last  sad  tribute  of  respect  to  their 
old  pastor  and  friend.  Appropriate  addresses  were 
delivered  at  the  house  of  mourning  by  Eev.  J. 
AUebach,  of  the  Mennonite,  andEev.  F.  Berkemyer, 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  denomination.  The 
services  at  the  grave  were  performed  by  the  pastor 
of  the  charge,  Eev.  P.  S.  Fisher.  Edifying  sermons 
were  delivered  in  the  church,  one  in  the  German 
language,  by  Eev.P.S.  Fisher,  from  Luke  ii.  29,  80, 
and  another  in  the  English  language,  by  Eev.  D.  Y. 
Heisler,  of  Bethlehem,  from  Heb.  xiii.  8.  They 
were  assisted  in  the  services  by  Eev.  E.  Peixoto,  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  Eev.  J.  H. 
Derr,  of  Allentown.  Eevs.  G.  Leidy,  W.  G.  Hack- 
man  and  other  ministers,  eleven  in  number,  were 
present  on  the  occasion.  Thus  ended  the  labors  of 
a  father  in  Israel.     May  he  rest  in  peace. 
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KEY.  JOHN  H.  SMALTZ. 
1793—1861. 

Mr.  Smaltz  belongs  to  that  interesting  and  rap- 
idly decreasing  class  of  ministers  whose  history  runs 
back  into  the  past  century.  His  life  was  in  many 
respects  an  eventful  one.  His  ministry  was  of  long  con- 
tinuance, covering  a  period  of  forty-four  years  ;  earn- 
est, faithful,  and  abundant  in  good  fruits.  His  style  of 
preaching  was  peculiar ;  plain  and  practical,  enriched 
with  many  apt  and  telling  illustrations ;  occasionally 
perhaps,  bordering  on  the  rude  and  objectionable. 
As  a  pastor,  also,  he  was  equally  earnest  and  laborious, 
endeavoring  to  be  faithful  and  true  to  his  high  and 
holy  calling.  He  was,  however,  somewhat  peculiar 
and  eccentric,  and  sometimes,  perhaps,  too  positive  in 
his  views  and  opinions.  This  may  account,  to  some 
extent,  for  his  wandering  habits,  and  the  many 
.changes  through  which  he  successively  passed.  He 
was,  so  to  speak,  a  traveling  preacher — a  missionary 
by  nature. 

Mr.  Smaltz  was  a  Pennsylvanian.  He  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  February  7th,  1793. 
On  the  17th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  he  was  bap- 
tized, and  thus  brought  into  the  covenant ;  and  after- 
wards received  into  full  communion  withtlie  Church 
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of  Christ.  His  tlieological  studies  lie  pursued  at 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jerse}^*  Having  completed 
liis  preparatory  course,  lie  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel  by  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick,  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church,  May  27th,  1819.  Subse- 
quently he  spent  several  years  in  the  South  ;  visit- 
ing, it  is  said,  some  friends  who  had  previously 
gone  thither,  and  also  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the 
Kingdom  as  he  passed  around  among  them. 

In  1825, t  he  was  received  by  the  Philadelphia 
Classis  into  connection  with  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  and  placed  over  the  congregation  in  Ger- 
mantown,  Pennsylvania.  He  remained  here  until 
1829,  a  period  of  five  years,  when,  having  received 
a  call  from  some  congregations  in  and  around  Fred- 
erick City,  Maryland,  he  removed  to  that  place. 
This  charge  he  served  faithfully  and  with  much  ap- 
parent success,  till  1834,  a  period  of  about  five  years, 
when  he  left  the  place,  and  took  charge  of  a  mission 
church  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  Here,  how^ever,  he 
remained  only  a  few  years.  With  what  success  he 
labored  in  this  field  we  are  not  able  to  say.  It  was 
a  new  enterprise,  and  required  time  and  patient  labor 
for  its  successful  establishment. 

In  the  year  1838,  he  received  a  call  from  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
removed  to  that  place  accordingly.  Here  also  he 
labored  with  his  usual  zeal  and  energy ;  and,  in  his 
own  peculiar  way,  accomplished  a  good  work.  His 
labors  were  abundant,  and  his  efforts  to  build  up  the 

~*Ger7Bef7Jfess.,  Ang.  7th,  186h 
tSyn.  Min.,  1825,p.  10. 
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Churcli  unabated.  He  added  many  to  its  communion. 
His  extreme  positiveness  and  eccentricity  may  not 
always  have  exerted  tlie  best  influence,  or  secured 
the  greatest  amount  of  success.  Sometimes  they 
bordered  on  the  absurd.  *  His  ministry,  however, 
was  blessed  to  many  souls,  and  the  number  of  God's 
children  increased.  This  charge  he  served  only 
about  two  years.  In  1840,  he  removed  to  Eeadmg 
Pennsylvania,  and  spent  a  year  or  more  among  the 
operatives  of  that  place.  His  labors  here  were  of  a 
missionary  character.  With  what  degree  of  success 
they  were  attended  we  are  not  able  to  say. 

In  1844,  he  was  honorably  dismissed  with  a  view 
of  connecting  himself  with  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  principally  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  he  died  very  suddenly, 
and  under  peculiarly  distressing  circumstances,  July 
80th,  1861,  aged  68  years,  5  months  and  23  days. 

Mr.  Smaltz  was  a  truly  good  man,  and  an  earnest, 
faithful  and  efficient  preacher.  His  ministry  was 
greatly  blessed.  He  spent  comparatively  only  a  small 
portion  of  his  public  life  in  the  German  Eeformed 
Church.  Full  one-half  of  his  time  was  spent  in 
connection  with  other  Christian  bodies,  but  he  al- 
ways cherished  the  kindest  feehngs  towards  the 
Church  of  his  fathers,  even  to  the  end  of  his  life, 

*  An  amusing  instance  of  this  was  told  us  quite  lately.  At  a  con- 
sistorial  meeting  Mr,  Smaltz  was  the  first  on  the  spot.  One  of  the 
members  coming  in,  he  said,  "  You  are  late,  sir."  The  gentleman  re- 
plied:  "  I  think  not,"  and  pulling  out  his  watch,  said:  "it  wants 
just  five  minutes  of  the  time."  "your  watch  is  wrong,"  said  Mr. 
Smaltz.  The  gentleman  replied:  "No,  I  have  just  come  past  Mr. 
Heisley's  corner,  and  my  watch  corresponds  exactly  with  the  sun- 
dial.''^ "  Then  the  sun  is  wrong,  must  he  wrong,"  said  Mr.  Smaltz, 
"  my  watch  always  keeps  the  true  time." 
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and  manifested  liis  interest  in  her  welfare  by  his 
pious  deeds.  He  left  for  himself  many  friends,  and 
his  name  will  be  kept  in  grateful  remembrance. 

Although  the  later  years  of  his  life  were  spent  prin- 
cipally in  retirement,  and  to  some  extent  lost  to  the 
Church,  yet  did  he  accomplish  much  good,  and  so 
"finished  his  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which 
he  had  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testif}^  the 
Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."  He  was  indefatigable 
in  preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  and  seek- 
ing to  bring  sinners  to  repentance.  His  powers  of 
endurance  were  enormous.  It  is  said  that  during  a 
pastorate  of  only  five  years  in  Frederick  City  and  the 
surrounding  country,  he  traveled,  in  the  discharge  of 
his  of&cial  duties,  between  five  and  six  thousand  miles, 
attended  over  two  hundred  funerals,  baptized  between 
two  and  three  hundred  children,  and  confirmed  one 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  persons.'^ 

He  was  abundant  in  labors.  His  ministry,  though 
not  exactly  in  line  with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the 
German  Eeformed  Church,  was  evidently  fraught 
with  good  results.  Many,  no  doubt,  will  bless  him 
in  the  world  to  come  for  his  earnest  and  faithful  labors 
by  which  they  were  brought  to  the  faith  of  Christ. 
The  good  man's  race  is  run.  He  has  gone  to  his 
Lord  and  received  the  reward  of  the  "faithful  ser- 
vant." After  many  stormy  days  and  painful  ex- 
periences, he  has  attained  to  "the  inheritance  among 
the  saints  in  light" — the  peaceful  abode  of  the  blessed 
dead. 

*  Ger.  Re/.  Mess.,  Aug.  14th,  I80I.— Obituary  b}'  the  Rev.  Dr.  Giesy. 
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EEY.  THOMAS  WINTEES. 

1777—1863. 

Father  "Winters  was  one  of  the  pioneer  ministers 
of  the  German  Eeformed  Church  in  the  West.  He 
went  to  Ohio  when  that  conntrj  was  yet  compara. 
tively  new  and  uncultivated,  and  when  hving  there 
was  attended  with  many  serious  difficulties.  His 
evangelical  labors,  though  not  under  full  ministerial 
authority,  were  commenced  in  Ohio  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  present  century,  so  that,  as  far  as  regards 
priority  of  settlement  and  initial  efforts  to  build  up 
the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  great  "West,  he  can  justly 
claim  the  honor  of  being  one  of  its  earhest  laborers 
and  founders. 

Thomas  "Winters  was  born  in  what  is  called  Har- 
baugh's  Yalley,  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  De- 
cember, 18th,  ITTT."^  His  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Eebecca  "Winters.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
only  fifteen  days  old,  and  his  early  training,  accord- 
ingly, devolved  upon  his  mother.  She  appears  to 
have  been  a  good  woman,  and  "  fully  equal  to  the 
solemn  trust  committed  to  her  care."  He  was  reli- 
giously inclined  from  his  earliest  youth  ;  and,  in  his 
fifteenth  year  already,  was  catechized  and  received 

~*" WestTMiss.,  Oct.leth,  1863;  also  Ger.  JRef.  Mesa'' 'D^a.  9tibiri863 
One  account  gives  his  birth  thus :  "Dec.  24th,  177tf." 
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into  full  communion  with  the  Church  hj  tlie  Bt;v. 
Jonathan  Eahauser.  This  formed  a  solemn  and 
important  epoch  in  his  history,  as  it  naturally  must 
do  in  the  case  of  every  earnest  and  sincere  inquirer 
after  eternal  life. 

A  few  years  subsequent  to  this  formal  consecra- 
tion of  himself  to  the  service  of  God,  his  religious 
impressions  became  still  more  decided  and  deep 
through  the  preaching  of  the  Kev.  William  Otter- 
bein,  of  Baltimore,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  coming 
up  occasionally  to  preach  in  that  section  of  country 
where  Mr.  Winters  resided.  He  was  naturally  drawn 
into  the  current  of  those  religious  excitements  which 
then  prevailed  so  extensively  in  many  parts  of  our 
country.  At  length  he  was  encouraged  to  lead  some 
of  the  devotional  meetings,  and  occasionally,  also,  to 
exhort,  and  thus  render  himself  useful.  "In  the  fire 
of  my  zeal,"  says  he,  "  I  shrunk  from  no  labor  that 
was  imposed  on  me.''  He  seems  to  have  been  con- 
scious, however,  of  his  own  deficiencies,  and  hence 
appHed  himself  diligently  to  the  study  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  that  he  might  labor  efficiently  and  with 
safety.  "  Thus  I  continued  to  study  the  Bible,"  he 
tells  us,  "  and  to  exhort  until  the  twenty-second  year 
of  my  age,  at  which  time  I  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel  by  the  Kev.  William  Otterbein  and  other 
German  Eeformed  ministers."*  About  this  time  he 
made  a  kind  of  missionary  tour  to  the  West,  whether 
for  purely  religious  purposes,  or  with  a  view  also  of 

*"Au-to-l)iography,"  dictated  to,  and  taken  down  by,  the  Rev.  P« 
C.  Prugh,  some  years  ago,  at  the  special  request  of  Dr.  Harbaugh. 
We  shall  use  this  freely  iii  the  preparation  of  this  sketch. 
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seemg  the  country  and  looking  out  for  himself  a 
future  home.  This  trip  was  quite  romantic.  Much 
of  the  way  was  made  on  foot.  "With  this  hcense" 
— the  one  above  noticed — "  I  came  to  Ohio,  having 
walked  to  Pittsburg.  There  I  hired  something  in 
the  shape  of  a  boat,  and  went  down  the  Ohio  river 
until  I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Miami. 
Thence  I  proceeded  up  to  Xenia ;  thence  to  Dayton. 
In  about  six  weeks  I  again  returned  to  Maryland." 
He  came  back,  probably,  with  a  view  of  remaining  in 
the  East.  "  Very  soon,  however,"  he  tells  us,  "I  was 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  I  must  go,  without 
being  sent,  across  the  mountains  as  a  missionary." 

Several  years  before  this,  however,  in  the  year 
1798,  he  was  married  to  Susanna,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Val.  Flegle,  who,  we  are  assured,  proved  her- 
self to  be  a  very  affectionate  and  faithful  companion. 
When  the  idea  became  fixed  in  his  own  mind  that 
he  was  to  go  West,  he  wisely  consulted  his  "  dear 
wife"  before  he  brought  the  matter  to  a  final  issue. 
Having  obtained  her  consent,  he  started  for  what 
was  then  called  "  the  far  West."  This  was  in  the 
fall  of  1809.  He  took  up  his  abode  for  the  present 
at  a  place  called  Beaver,  in  Green  county,  Ohio,  hav- 
ing for  his  home  a  "  log-cabin." 

As  he  had  been  mainly  influenced  by  religious 
motives  in  going  to  the  West,  he  at  once  commenced 
his  evangelical  labors  in  good  earnest,  "preaching  on 
Sunday,  and  teaching  school  during  the  week."  His 
labors  were  not  confined  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
his  home.  He  extended  his  efforts  gradually  to  other 
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places  at  a  distance.  In  tliis  work  he  continued  up  to 
1815,  when,  for  some  reasons  not  mentioned,  he  felt 
dissatisfied  Avith  the  irregularity  of  his  ministry,  and 
started  for  the  East,  to  attend  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  which  met  that  3^ear  in  Easton,  Pa. 
Probably  the  change  of  circumstances  in  the  religious 
movements  of  the  time,  had  produced  a"  corres- 
ponding change  in  his  own  mind.  "During  this 
time,"  he  says,  "I  was  strongly  urged  to  go  into  the 
organization  of  a  new  Church,  called  the  'United 
Brethren  in  Christ,'  which  was  then  in  process  of 
formation,  and  which  did  actually  come  into  being ; 
but  like  the  good  Otterbein,  whom  I  greatly  loved 
and  esteemed  for  his  piety  and  talents,  I  preferred 
rather  to  live  and  die  in  the  Reformed  Church." 

With  these  feelings  struggling  in  his  bosom,  he 
came  to  the  Synod,  in  company  with  his  friend 
and  fellow-laborer  in  the  West,  Mr.  William  Weinel ; 
and,  together  with  some  three  or  four  other  young- 
men,  they  were  referred  to  a  committee  for  exami- 
nation. The  committee  reported,  "that,  after  a  care- 
ful examination,  they  have  agreed  to  recommend  the 
young  men  for  license,  with  the  desire  and  hope, 
that,  by  untiring  diligence,  they  will  endeavor,  under 
Divine  assistance,  to  increase  their  knowledge."  It 
was  resolved  that  "the  report  be  adopted,  and  the 
young  men  licensed."^ 

After  being  regularly  licensed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel, he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  purchased  a  lot  of 
good  and  useful  books,  and  then  started  again  for 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1815,  p.p.  66-67. 
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his  distant  liome  in  the  West.     He  now  labored  in- 
cessantly, extending  his  field  of  operations,  until  it 
embraced  a  large  part  of  Green,  Montgomery,  Mi- 
ami, Preble,  Warren,  Butler,  and  Hamilton  coun- 
ties, as  "far   down  as  Cincinnati."     He  was  thus 
usefully  employed  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  but 
he  wished  now  to  be  invested  fully  with  the  sacred 
functions  of  the  ministry.     Hence  he  says:     "In 
the  year  1819, 1  again  went  East  to  meet  the  Synod, 
which  convened  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.     1  was 
now  examined  and  ordained,  after  which  I  again 
c  me  out  to  Ohio,,  more  thoroughly  prepared  to  do 
my  Master's  work."    With  thirteen  other  candidates 
for  the  holy  office,*  among  whom  w^ere  five  or  six 
Western  men,  or  those  destined  to  become  Western 
men,  viz. :     Weinel,    Weisz,  Kieffer,    Hacke,   and 
Koch,  he  was  solemnly  set  apart  and  ordained  to 
the  office  and  work  of  the  holy  ministry.     It  w'as 
an  earnest  and  solemn  time ;  and  no  wonder  that 
from  amidst  scenes  so  full  of  deep  and  thrilling  in- 
terest, the  sturdy  pioneer  returned   to   the   West 
"more  thoroughly  prepared  for  his  Master's  work." 
"  He  preached  about  twenty  years  in  Grermantown, 
Ohio,  the  place  of  his  residence;  and  at  the  same 
time  served  congregations  which  he  had  been  instru- 
mental in  gathering  at  Beaver  Creek,   West  Alex- 
andria, Lewisburg,  Schlifer's,  Clear  Creek,  and  other 
places."     This  w^as  after  all  his  preliminary  work, 
if  we  may  so  call  it,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  evan- 
gelical labors.     For  the  last  twenty  years  of  his  life 

*Syu.  Miu.,  1819,  pp.  17-22. 
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he  lived  mostly  retired,  not  being  able  to  preach 
regularly;  but  his  interest  in  the  Church,  and  in 
the  Kingdom  of  God  generally,  continued  unabated 
to  the  last.  In  connection  with  his  more  strictly 
pastoral  labors,  Father  Winters  also  served  the 
Church  very  effectually  by  preparing  young  men 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry;  among  whom  were 
several  of  his  own  sons.  In  this  way  he  extended 
his  influence  far  beyond  the  sphere  of  his  own  per- 
sonal efforts  and  labors.  He  was  truly  a  "Father 
in  Israel." 

As  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  Father  Winters  oc- 
cupied a  prominent  place  in  the  Church  of  the  West. 
lie  is  said  to  have  been  an  excellent  preacher  in  his 
day — earnest,  faithful,  and  searching.  "He  was 
indefatigable  in  his  work  as  a  minister  of  Christ,'' 
says  one,  "  and  made  full  proof  of  his  ministry,  of 
which  we  have  had  abundant  evidence  in  our  visits 
to  the  churches  throughout  this  valley — the  Miami. 
ISTo  man  has  ever  been  more  esteemed  as  a  faithful 
and  devoted  minister.  His  praise  is  in  aU  the  churches 
throughout  this  region.  His  spiritual  children,  like 
his  natural  posterity,  comprise  a  large  number,  and 
are  scattered  all  over  the  West,  and  speak  of  him 
with  the  warmest  affection  and  love.  When  yet  in 
the  vigor  of  life,  he  preached  a  great  deal,  and  al- 
ways stood  foremost  in  the  general  movements  of 
the  Church.  He  was  regular  in  his  attendance  upon 
the  meetings  of  Synod,  and  would  often  ride  on 
horseback  many  miles  to  meet  his  brethren  in  their 
ecclesiastical  gatherings,  and  was  always  much  re- 
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spected  and  esteemed.  He  was  in  Ms  day  a  tower 
of  strength,  and  was  always  regarded  as  a  safe  guide 
and  counselor." 

Father  Winters  loved  the  German  Eeformed 
Church,  in  whose  bosom  he  stood,  and  labored,  and 
died.  Her  pure  and  Scriptural  doctrines  and  her 
time-honored  customs  were  dear  to  his  heart.  "  In 
conversing  with  him,  as  I  often  did,"  says  the  Eev. 
P.  C.  Prugh,  "I  always  found  him  making  great  ac- 
count of  the  Catechism  and  of  catechetical  instruc- 
tion. Of  the  sacraments  he  took  a  deep  view,  as 
much  Hke  the  one  held  by  the  so-called  Mercers- 
burg  theology,  as  though  he  had  studied  it.  In 
conversing  with  him  upon  this  subject  of  the  sacra- 
ments he  was  often  brought  almost  to  weep  at  the 
infidelity  he  said  was  creeping  into  the  different 
Churches,  our  own  not  excepted,  in  reference  to 
them.  He  regarded  the  Church,  in  a  certain  sense, 
as  the  depository  of  salvation.  In  speaking  with 
him  in  regard  to  a  knowledge  of  the  time  and  place 
of  his  conversion,  he  said  he  could  not  tell  when  he 
was  converted ;  was  sure,  however,  that  the  life  of 
grace  began  with  him  at  the  early  age  of  five 
years." 

' '  Upon  the  whole,  I  regard  Father  "Winters  as  rather 
an  extraordinary  man,  especially  when  I  consider 
the  limited  advantages  which  he  enjoyed  in  early 
life.  He  is  sound  in  doctrine,  untiring  in  his  zeal, 
and  deeply  imbued  with  the  Spirit  of  God." 

Mr.  Prugh  at  the  same  time  also  gives  the  follow 
mj:  testimony  of  Father  Winters  in  reference  to  Mr 
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Ottcrbein,  and  the  movement,  whicli,  contrary  to 
his  own  wishes,  was  at  last  run  out  into  the  sect  of 
the  " United  Brethren  in  Christ."  He  says:  "Bro. 
Otterbein,  because  of  the  bad  state  of  rehgion,  uni- 
ted with  ministers  of  other  Churches  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  vital  godliness.  They  came  up  into 
that  part  of  the  country  in  which  I  lived — Wash- 
ington county,  Maryland  ;  created  quite  an  excite- 
ment there — started  prayer-meetings  and  Sabbath- 
schools.  Many  through  the  country  became  aroused 
and  wished  to  renew  their  covenant  by  communing; 
hence  he  held  his  protracted  meetings,  to  which  the 
people  came  from  a  great  distance.  Here  they  com- 
muned. His  preaching  was  sharp  and  powerful.  He 
was  a  great  friend  of  revivals,  but  of  his  own  kind ; 
he  would  have  no  noise ;  this  he  never  could  bear. 
He  always  made  great  account  of  the  catechism, 
and  never  thought  of  leaving  our  Church — ^had  no 
design  of  forming  a  new  organization.  I  often 
heard  him  say  to  his  audiences,  in  his  appeals  :  '  I 
ask  you  not  to  leave  your  Church;  I  only  ask  you 
to  forsake  your  sins.'  I  do  not  know  that  he  was 
ever  charged  with  having  left  our  Church,  while  liv- 
ing. In  regard  to  this  I  pursued  the  very  same 
course  that  he  did,  and  I  know  I  never  left  our 
Church."-^ 

Mr.  Prugh  adds :  "  Father  "Winters  told  me  also 
that  he  remembered  when  the  first  lot  Avas  purchased 
upon  which  to  build  a  house  of  worship  under  the 
movement    referred   to.      Several   individuals  ap- 

*  From  the  Au-to-biograpliy  dictated  to  the  Rev.  P.  C.  Prugh. 
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peared  before  a  Squire  to  liave  a  deed  drawn  up 
He  asked  tliem  in  whose  name  they  wished  it  to 
be  drawn.  They  looked  at  each  other  and  did  not 
know  what  to  answer  ;  for  as  yet  they  had  no  name. 
'Who  are  you?'  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  asked. 
They  said  '  we  are  brethren  of  different  chnrches 
united  together  for  the  purpose  of  doing  good.' 
'  Then,'  said  he,  '  you  are  united  brethren,  I  should 
think — suppose  we  give  you  that  name.'  'Agreed,' 
said  they, —  '  that  is  it' ;  and  the  property  was  deed- 
ed in  that  name.  This,  he  says,  was  the  origin  of 
the  name  '  United  Brethren.'  " 

During  the  later  years  of  his  life,  Father  Winters 
was  a  great  sufferer.  His  extensive  labors,  extraor- 
dinary exertions,  and  frequent  exposures,  brought 
on  extreme  physical  debility  and  a  general  prostra- 
tion of  his  system.  For  years  had  his  friends  look- 
ed for  his  death ;  but  it  pleased  the  Lord  graciously 
to  spare  him  to  a  good  old  age,  and  thus  to  afford 
him  the  unspeakable  pleasure  of  seeing  the  fruits  of 
his  earnest  and  incessant  labors  in  the  extension  of 
the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  great  West.  All  over 
that  wide-extended  country,  which,  in  his  younger 
days,  he  saw  as  an  almost  uninhabited  waste,  he 
now  beheld  flourishing  cities  and  towns,  with 
equally  flourishing  congregations,  and  beautiful 
churches,  from  which  the  high  praises  of  God  as- 
cended. As  he  gazed  upon  this  scene  of  beauty  and 
prosperity,  he  must  have  experienced  something 
like  the  feelings  of  the  aged  Simeon,  when,  holding 
in  his  arms  the  infant  Saviour,  and  blessing  God,  he 
10 
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said  :  "  Lord,  now  lettest  Thou  thy  servant  depart 
in  peace,  according  to  Thj  word,  for  mine  eyes 
have  seen  Thy  salvation."  And  so  it  was.  The  Lord 
did  permit  him,  at  length,  to  depart  in  peace.  He  died 
at  the  residence  of  his  son-in-law,  in  West  Alexandria, 
Ohio,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1863,  gently 
passing  away,  aged  85  years,  9  months,  and  15  days. 

The  aged  patriarch,  the  laborious  pioneer,  the 
devoted  servant  of  Christ  "sleeps  in  Jesus."  He  was 
gathered  home  to  his  people  in  a  good  old  age, 
spiritually  prepared,  and  fully  ripe  for  the  harvest. 
His  work  on  earth  is  done.  He  now  wears  the  vic- 
tor's crown. 

On  Saturday,  the  3d  of  October,  his  remains 
were  deposited,  with  appropriate  religious  services, 
in  their  last  resting  place  in  the  "  Woodland  Cem- 
etery," near  the  city  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  The  funeral 
solemnities  were  attended  to  by  the  Kev.  Dr.  Wil- 
liard  and  the  Kev.  H.  M.  Herman.  Over  that  sacred 
spot  lingers  the  sweet  savor  of  a  well- spent  life — 
the  glory  of  an  earnest  and  successful  herald  of  the 
cross.  "  They  that  be  wise,  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
righteousness,  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever." 
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1781—1865. 

William,  only  son  of  Nicholas  Weinel  and  wife, 
was  born  January,  27th,  1781,  in  Mittel-Grrun-dorf 
not  far  from  Gelbhausen,  in  Germany.  In  early 
lii'e  he  prepared  himself  for  the  profession  of  teach, 
ing,  and  when  only  eighteen  years  old,  he  came  to 
this  country,  in  company  with  his  parents  and  three 
sisters — the  entire  family.  Being  poor,  they  were 
sold  to  service — at  least  some  of  them — for  their 
fare  or  ship  money.  William  was  brought  to  Gosh- 
hoppen,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where,  for  a  time,  he  served  for  his  passage ;  and,  be- 
ing employed  as  teacher  and  organist,  he  soon  pro- 
cured his  own  freedom  and  also  paid  the  passage 
money  for  his  three  sisters.  After  this  act  of  gen- 
erous magnanimity,  he  came  to  Northampton  county, 
and  was  employed  as  teacher  and  organist  in  the 
Dryland  church — either  what  is  now  called  Schoo- 
ner's, or  at  Hecktown.  Having  served  in  this  capa- 
city for  some  four  or  five  years,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catharine  Fry,  daughter  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Fry.  In  view  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
German  ministers,  he  now  determined  to  study  the- 
ology, and  thas  prepare  himself  for  preaching  the 
Gospel.     With  this  end  in  view,  he  went  to  Balti- 
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more,  Maryland,  where,  in  connection  with  his  du- 
ties as  teacher  and  organist,  he  commenced  a  course 
of  theological  study  under  his  pastor,  the  Eev.  Dr. 
C.  L.  Becker.  Subsequently,  returning  to  his  for- 
mer home  in  Northampton  count}",  he  completed  his 
studies  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  the  Rev.  J.  C 
Becker,  D.  D.,  son  of  his  former  pastor  and  precep- 
tor."^ 

In  1815,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Synod,  held  in 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Thomas  Winters,  from 
the  Stats  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  William  Weinel,  were 
"proposed  for  examination,  as  candidates  for  the 
ministry."  At  the  same  time,  three  other  young 
men,  namely,  Henry  N.  B.  Habliston,  Daniel  Zeller 
and  Frederick  A.  Herman,  made  application  for  exam- 
ination. The  committee  appointed  to  examine  them 
consisted  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Becker,  and  the  Revs.  Jacob 
Senn  and  J.  William  Dechant.  On  the  following 
day  they  reported,  "  that,  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion, they  had  agreed  to  recommend  the  young  men 
for  license ;  with  the  desire  and  hope,  that  they  will- 
endeavor,  by  untiring  dihgence,  under  divine  assist- 
ance, to  increase  their  knowledge.  It  was  resolved 
that  the  report  be  adopted,  and  the  j^oung  men  li- 
censed." It  was  subsequently  resolved,  "  that  the 
Licentiate  William  Weinel  be  sent  as  a  missionary 
to  North  Carolina,"  and  that  "  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
cepting a  call  from  congregations  in  that  region,  and 
serving  them  as  their  pastor ;  and  that  his  support 

*For  these  facts  in  the  early  life  of  Father  Weinel,  we  are  naostly 
ndebteci  to  his  son,  Mr.  C.  Weinel. 
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from  this  Synod,  from  four  months,  be  the  same  as 
that  given  monthly  to  other  missionaries."  * 
»    At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  at  New  Holland,  in 
1816,  the  matter  of  Mr.  Weinel's  mission  came  up 
and  we  have  the  following  record :     "  Upon  inquiry 
into  the  operations  of  Mr.  Weinel,  appointed  at  the 
last  annual   meeting   of  Synod  as  a  missionary  to 
North  Carolina,  it  was  found  that  his  course  did 
not  give  full  satisfaction,  both  in   reference  to  his 
missionary  tour,  and  on  account  of  his  accepta-nce 
of  a  call  from  congregations  in  Westmoreland  county. 
It  was,  after   some    discussion,   resolved  that  Mr. 
Weinel  be  excused  for  this  time ;  but  that  his  case 
shall  serve  as  a  warning  to  all  in  the  future,   to 
guard    against    the     commission    of    similar     er- 
rors."      During     the    sessions   of    this    Synod,    a 
"letter   was  read  purporting  to  contain  a  call  to 
Mr.  Weinel  from   congregations  in  Westmoreland 
county,  where  he  is  at  present  located.      The  ques- 
tion was  then  started  :   'Shall  Mr.  Weinel  be  placed 
over  these  congregations  ?'  and  it  was  unanimously 
answered  in  the  affirmative."-)-    We  give  the  record 
of  this  case  in  the  precise  language  of  the  Fathers, 
because  it  shows  not  onl}^  in  what  way  they  con- 
ducted their  synodical  business  in  those  early  times 
but  also  how  careful  they  were  to  have  young  men 
trained  to  obedience  and  full  compliance  with  the 
order  of  the  Church. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod,  held  in  York, Pennsyl- 

*Syn.  Min.,  1815,  p.  66. 
fSyn.  Miu.,  1816,  pp.  71,  75. 
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vania,  in  1817,  Mr.  Weinel,  and  his  friend  and 
fellow-laborer,  Mr.  Thomas  Winters,  had,  in  view  of 
the  great  distance  of  their  fields  of  labor,  their  li- 
censes extended  two  years."^  At  the  expiration  of 
this  period  they  appeared,  in  1819,  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Synod,  held  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and,  on 
the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  9th  of  September,  were 
along  with  two  other  yonng  men,  solemnly  set 
apart  and  ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of  the 
holy  ministry.  The  committee  of  ordination  were 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Mayer,  Dr.  Hendel  and  Rev.  Faber.f 
This  first  charge  of  Mr.  Weinel  consisted  of  the 
following  congregations,viz. :  Mt.  Pleasant,  Schwab's, 
Kindig's,  Ligonier  Yalley,  Muehleisen's,  Zehner's, 
Yacky's,  and  Boehmer's ;  all  in  Westmoreland  county. 
Some  years  afterwards,  in  1824  or  '25  probably,  the 
charge  was  somewhat  changed.  Several  of  the  orig- 
inal congregations  were  left  out,  and  others  substi- 
tuted in  their  place.  Among  these  new  congrega- 
tions were  Forks  and  Alleghany,  in  Westmoreland, 
and  Zions,  Franze's  and  Eiseman's,  in  Armstong  coun- 
ty— eight  in  all.  Subsequently  his  field  of  labor 
was  reduced  to  five  congregations,  consisting  of 
Yacky's,  Boehmer's,  Hill's,  Franze's  and  Uhrig's,  in 
Alleghany,  Westmoreland  and  Armstrong  counties. 
It  continued  thus  constituted  till  1833,  when  one  of 
the  churches,  Yacky's,  namely,  was  omitted,  and  the 
charge  reduced  to  four  congregations ;  in  1834, 
Yacky's  was  again  served  by  him,  and  a  sixth  one 


*  Syn.  Min.,  1817  p.  10. 
t  Syn.  Min.,  1819,  p.  22. 


WILLIAM  WEINEL.  151 

added,  namely,  Eunn's.  So  tlie  charge  continued  to 
change  back  and  forward,  consisting  sometimes  of 
eight,  sometimes  of  six,  at  other  times  of  four  congre- 
gations, and,  towards  the  last,  of  one  and  two,  even. 
It  might  be  deemed  a  useless  undertaking  to  notice 
all  these  changes,  were  it  not  to  show  how  unsettled 
was  the  state  of  our  Church  in  that  early  period  of 
its  history,  and  to  call  attention,  in  this  indirect 
way,  to  an  evil  which  still  exists  to  some  extent,  at 
least,  in  our  Eeformed  Church — the  evil,  namely,  of 
an  unsettled  state  of  our  pastoral  charges. 

Father  Weinel  continued  to  labor  in  several  con- 
gregations within  the  bounds  of  his  original  charge 
up  to  the  year  1854,  when  increasing  years  and  the 
infirmities  of  old  age  compelled  him  to  relinquish 
the  active  duties  of  the  ministry,  and  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  in  retirement.  During  this 
period  of  his  life,  he  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Leech- 
burg,  in  Armstrong  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  died,  in  peace,  January  28th,  1865,  aged  84  years 
and  1  day.  His  mortal  remains  repose  in  the  cem- 
etery of  the  church,  near  his  late  residence,  where 
he  so  often  preached  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  awaiting 
the  resurrection  of  the  just.* 

Father  Weinel,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  is  repre- 
sented as  a  man  of  a  strong  and  robust  constitution, 
physically  adapted  to  the  hard  work  and  great 
exposure  which  fell  to  his  lot.*  His  education  was 
limited  and  his  qualifications  for  the  ministry  some- 
what defective ;  but  he  could  use  the  training  he 

*Letter  of  his  son— Mr.  €.  Weinel. 
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enjoyed,  and  tlie  knowledge  lie  possessed,  to  very 
good  advantage.  He  had  a  strong  and  musical  voice, 
wHcli  did  him  great  service,  both  in  the  pulpit  and 
in  leading  the  singing  of  the  congregation.  His 
health  generally  was  excellent.  There  was  no  end 
to  his  endurance  either  of  bad  weather  or  work,  if 
called  on  by  a  sense  of  duty.  He  was  very  plain  in 
his  habits  and  dress ;  liked  the  garb  of  a  farmer ;  and 
strangers  more  readily  took  him  for  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  than  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  fond 
of  riding  fast,  and  cracking  a  whip.  Often  he 
would  be  in  the  humor  of  singing  while  on  horse- 
back. Then  he  would  sing  with  a  loud,  clear  voice, 
making  the  woods  ring  with  his  merry  song.  His 
address  was  not  the  most  polished ;  but  open,  hon- 
est and  kindly.  There  was  not  lacking  a  kind  and 
generous  heart  beneath  the  somewhat  rough  exte- 
rior. His  memory  is  held  in  grateful  esteem  by  the 
people,  whom  he  so  faithfully  served  in  the  Gospel, 
and  others  who  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  his  ac- 
quaintance. 

*  Rev.  F.  K.  Levan,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  main  facts  re- 
lating to  the  personal  appearance  and  character  of  Father  Weinel. 
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KEY.  HENEY  SONNENDECKER. 

1791_1851. 

The  exact  date  of  Mr.  Sonnendecker's  birtli  is 
not  known  to  us.  He  was  a  native  of  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  sometime  during 
the  3^ear  1791.^"  He  received  his  first  religious  im- 
pressions under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  John  Peter 
Mahnenschmidt,  whose  active  missionary  spirit  he 
largely  imbibed.  His  character  was  evidently 
moulded  to  a  very  great  extent  by  the  influence 
which  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by  the  life  and 
labors  of  this  eminent  servant  of  God. 

Of  his  early  life  we  know  nothing  definitely.  In 
the  year  1818,  he  was  ordained  to  the  office  and 
work  of  the  holy  ministry,  and  preached  his  first 
sermon  in  what  was  called  Buehler's  School-house, 
in  Butler  county,  Pennsylvania.  Shortly  after  this 
he  took  charge  of  three  congregations  in  Washing- 
ton county.  In  1819,  he  made  a  kind  of  mission- 
ary tour  through  eastern  Ohio;  and,  again,  in  July 
of  the  same  year,  he  made  a  similar  visit  as  far  west 
as  Wooster  and  Mansfield.  In  November  he  once 
more  visited  these,  then  destitute,  regions ;  and  so 
urgent  were  the  appeals  of  t4ic  people,  and  so  deep 


*  The  materials  of  tliis  sketch  were  (I'.nived  mainly  from  an  Obit- 
uary in  the  Ger.  Re/.  3fesis.,  of  Nov,  19th,  1S51, 
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was  Hs  interest  in  their  spiritual  welfare,  that  he 
gave  them  a  promise  to  settle  permanently  among 
them;  which  he  also  did  in  January,  1820.  His 
field  of  ministerial  activity  was  very  extensive  and 
his  labors  earnest  and  abundant.  His  efforts  in  the 
interest  of  his  people  were  crowned  with  much  suc- 
cess. During  his  active  ministry  of  eleven  years, 
in  this  field,  he  organized  eight  or  nine  congrega- 
gations,  which  he  served  as  well  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  permitted.  In  1831,  he  accepted  a  call 
from  a  number  of  congregations  in  Columbiana 
county.  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  labor 
with  much  zeal  and  acceptance  to  the  end  of  his 
long  and  useful  life. 

In  an  obituary  found  in  the  Western  Missionary 
the  Eev.  Aaron  Wanner  speaks  of  him  thus :  "  His 
labors  were  incessant,  especially  during  his  early 
history  in  Ohio.  Much  of  the  field  he  occupied  was 
thinly  settled,  and  the  roads  almost  impassable. 
Besides,  his  field  was  very  large,  and  in  other  re- 
spects hard  to  cultivate.  Hardships  and  self-denials 
of  almost  every  description  met  him  here.  In  later 
years,  as  the  country  became  more  thickly  settled, 
the  roads  more  easy  for  travel,  and  the  support  bet. 
ter,  he  was  somewhat  relieved  in  his  arduous  labors. 
True,  however,  as  this  is,  he  continued  to  labor  hard 
in  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties. 
Nothing  but  an  interfering  Providence  could  pre- 
vent him  from  attending  to  the  regular  duties  of  his 
ofiice.  The  success  of  this  faithful  minister  of 
Christ  is  evident  from  the  oradual  advancement  and 
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growtli  of  tlie  churclies  under  his  pastoral  care.  The 
seed  of  the  Divine  Word,  sown  under  trials  and 
labors  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature,  and  subse- 
quently watered  with  tears  and  the  prayers  of  faith, 
germinated  and  grew,  and  has  long  since  been  pro- 
ducing a  rich  harvest.  The  labors  of  his  hands  have 
been  prospered  of  the  Lord.  The  charge  in  whose 
service  he  died,  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
numerous  west  of  the  mountains.  In  this  charge 
he  labored  twenty-one  years.  He  was  in  the  min- 
istry, in  all,  thirty-three  years.  Eternity  alone  will 
reveal  the  results  of  these  thirty-three  years  of 
faithful  ministerial  labor." 

The  last  illness  of  Father  Sonnendecker  was  pain- 
ful and  trying  in  the  extreme.  His  sufferings, 
especially  during  the  first  two  weeks  of  his  sickness, 
were  very  great ;  but  he  bore  them  "  with  marked 
patience  and  submission  to  the  will  of  God."  In 
reply  to  some  questions  put  to  him  in  reference  to 
his  approaching  end,  he  said  that,  although  it  would 
be  pleasant  to  remain  yet  a  while  longer  among  the 
people  of  his  charge,  he  was,  nevertheless,  ready  to 
leave  the  world  whenever  it  might  please  his  Heaven- 
ly Father  to  call  him  hence.  "  His  death  was  calm 
I  and  peaceful.  He  fell  asleep  softly  in  the  arms  of 
I  Jesus,  like  the  gently  falling  leaf  Thus  ended  the 
earthly  career  of  a  much  esteemed  and  useful  brother 
in  the  ministry." 

I  On  the  Saturday  succeeding  his  death,  the  mortal 
remains  of  Father  Sonnendecker  were  piously  con- 
veyed to  the  cemetery  of  the  church  near  Lima,  fol- 
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lowed  hj  an  immense  conconrse  of  people — members 
of  his  churclies  and  others — who  came  to  pay  the  last 
sad  tribute  of  respect  to  their  aged  pastor  and  friend 
— one  whom  none  knew  but  to  venerate,  esteem,  . 
and  love.  The  Kev.  J.  P.  Mahnenschmidt,  the  friend 
of  his  early  youth,  preached  an  interesting  discourse, 
in  the  German  language,  on  Heb.  iv.  1 ;  and  was 
followed  by  the  Eev.  Aaron  Wanner  in  an  English 
sermon,  based  on  Rev.  xiv.  13 :  "  Blessed  are  the 
dead  which  die  in  the  Lord."  Both  sermons  were 
listened  to  with  marked  attention  and  seriousness. 
"  The  vast  assembly  was  pervaded  with  an  awful 
stillness  and  solemn  hy.  Every  eye  was  turned 
toward  the  pulpit  so  long  occupied  by  the  deceased. 
And,  as  the  hfe,  character  and  usefulness  of  their 
favorite  pastor  were  referred  to,  many  in  the  audi- 
ence wept  and  sobbed.  The  impressions  made  on 
the  occasion,  we  hope,  may  result  in  lasting  good  to 
many  souIp.  After  the  services  in  the  church  were 
ended,  his  corpse  was  interred,  and  the  audience 
dismissed." 

Father  Sonnendecker  was  a  truly  good  man,  and 
aTx  earnest,  faithful,  and  efficient  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  He  lived  a  pure  and  holy  life,  labored  long 
and  successfully  among  the  people  of  his  several 
charges,  and  was  universally  loved  and  highly  es- 
teemed, not  only  by  his  own  parishioners  who  enjoy- 
ed  the  benefit  of  his  life  and  labors,  but  also  by  all 
those  who  in  any  way  came  in  contact  with  him. 
He  stood  well  also  in  the  Church  at  large.  The  Rev. 
Dr.  Fisher,  in  noticing  the  death  of  "  this  amiable 
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and  truly  good  man,"  in  tiie  article  already  referred 
to,  says  very  beautifully  :  "  Our  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  him  commenced  in  the  year  1842,  and 
from  that  time  onward,  we  have  always  looked  upon 
him  as  an  Israelite  indeed  in  whom  there  was  no 
guile.  He  died  of  the  prevailing  epidemic,  the  dys- 
entery, which  carried  away  so  many  in  Ohio,  during 
that  season,  to  which  also  succeeded  typhoid  fever. 
He  gently  gave  up  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his 
Redeemer,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  October, 
1851,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age." 

The  good  man  sleeps  in  peace,  awaiting  the  resur- 
rection of  the  body  and  the  life  everlasting  in  the 
world  to  come.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die 
in  the  Lord.". 
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EEY.  JOHN"  C.  GULDm,  D.  D. 

1799—1863. 

John  C.  Guldin,  the  son  of  John  Guldin  and 
Maria  Cronrath,  his  wife,  and  great-grandson  of  the 
Bev.  Samuel  Guldin,  a  Swiss  clergyman  who  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  this  country  in  the  early 
part  of  the  last  century,  and  settled  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  the  month  of  August,  1799, 
in  Exeter  township,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania. 
In  his  infancy  he  was  baptized,  and  thus  initiated  into 
the  Church  and  covenant  of  God,  and,  in  maturer 
years,  received  by  confirmation  into  full  communion 
with  the  German  Reformed  Charch."^ 

His  childhood  and  early  youth  were  spent  in  the 
place  of  his  nativitv.  He  received  a  common  English 
education,  such  as  the  facilities  of  a  country  school 
then  afforded.  When  about  sixteen  years  of  age. 
he  was  placed  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  the 
Bev.  F.  L.  Herman,  D.  D.,  then  pastor  of  some 
Beformed  congregations  in  Montgomery  county, 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  of  preparing  himself  for 
the  holy  ministry.  He  continued  to  prosecute  his 
theological  studies  under  him  for  about  five  years, 
when,  in  1820,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  ordained  September  28th,  by  the  Synod  of  the 


*  Letter  of  Dr.  C.  C.  H.  GulcUn. 
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German  Reformed  Churcli,  convened  in  Hagerstown, 
Maryland.  About  the  same  time  lie  took  charge  of 
three  congregations,  located  partly  in  Chester  and 
partly  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  name- 
ly, Trappe,  Yincent,  and  Brownback's.  In  view 
of  his  call  to  this  charge,  he  was  ordained  during 
the  meeting  of  Synod."^ 

In  this  charge  Mr.  Guldin  continued  to  labor  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  serving  the  congregations 
with  great  acceptance  and  success.  During  the 
greater  part  of  this  time  he  stood  in  connection  with 
the  so-called  "Independent  Synod,"  having,  in  1822, 
along  with  some  others,  withdrawn  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Church.f  He  continued  in  this  isolated  con- 
dition up  to  1836,  when  the  whole  body,  by  special 
arrangement,  returned  to  the  mother  Synod.  ISTot 
having  access  to  the  records  of  this  independent  body, 
nor  to  any  other  official  documents,  by  means  of 
which  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  exact  results  of 
his  ministry  during  this  interval,  between  1822  and 
1836,  we  are  not  in  a  condition  to*speak  definitely 
in  reference  to  his  labors  and  success  in  this  period 
of  his  ministerial  life  and  activity.  We  know,  how- 
ever, that  he  fell  in  heartily  with  what  was  then 
known  as  the  "New  Measure  System,"  and  that 
he  labored  with  great  zeal,  earnestness  and  success, 
and  not  without  some  degree  of  extravagance,  also, 
in  the  peculiar  spirit  and  modes  of  that  singular 
system.     Extensive  awakenings  occurred,  and  mul- 

*Syn.  Min.,  1820,  pp.  12,  24,  2\ 
t  Syn.  Min.,  1822,  pp.  17, 27,  25. 
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titudes  were  brought  under  the  influence  of  this 
strange  movement.  A  large  number  of  them,  as 
is  common  in  such  cases,  soon  found  their  zeal 
expended,  and  returned  again  to  the  ordinary  tem- 
perature and  level  of  their  former  life.  Many  also 
of  the  better  class,  especially  those  who  in  early 
life  had  been  carefully  instructed,  remained  stead- 
fast, and  experienced  permanent  benefits.  Of  these  a 
goodly  number  studied  for  the  ministry,  and  are  now 
usefully  employed  in  different  sections  of  the  Church. 
Mr.  Guldin  manifested  a  laudable  zeal  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  it  would  be  well  if  our  ministers  gener- 
ally made  more  earnest  efforts  to  get  pious  and  tal- 
ented young  men  to  study  for  the  ministry. 

This  is  one  side  of  the  picture.  The  other  side 
is  not  quite  so  fair  and  encouraging.  The  evil  and 
demoralizing  effects  of  this  extraordinary  move- 
ment soon  began  to  manifest  themselves,  and  were 
painfully  and  extensively  felt.  That  whole  region 
of  country  was  for  a  time  brought  under  the  blight- 
ing influence  of  «this  foreign  system  of  thought  and 
practice,  so  utterly  and  irreconcilably  at  variance 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church.  To  this  day  the  evil  effects  of  that  strange 
movement  arc  felt  wherever  tlie  system  was  intro- 
duced;  and  no  one  can  tell  when  they  will  be  com- 
pletely effaced. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Guldin  received  a  call  from  the 
Grindstonehill  charge,  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, composed  of  four  congregations,  viz. :  Grind- 
stonehill, Fayetteville,  Marion,  and  Funkstown.     In 


JOHN   C.    GULDIN.  161 

this  cliarge  lie  labored  with  Ms  usual  zeal  and  earnest- 
ness for  about  one  year,  when  he  received  a  call  from 
the  "  German  Evangelical  Mission  Church,"  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  which  had  become  vacant  by  the 
death  of  their  excellent  and  devoted  pastor,  the  Rev. 
John  Rudy. 

In  this  new  field  he  commenced  his  labors  with 
great  prospects  of  usefulness.  Age  and  experience 
had  very  much  moderated  his  earher  and  impure 
zeal,  and  made  him  prudent  and  circumspect.  His 
naturally  warm  heart  and  glowing  piety  fitted  him 
peculiarly  to  labor,  as  missionary,  among  the  im- 
mense and  ever-increasing  foreign  German  popula- 
tion. His  earnest  and  loving  spirit  here  found 
abundant  material  upon  which  to  operate,  and  he 
was  not  slow  in  taking  advantage  of  the  opportu- 
nities for  usefulness  thus  presented.  In  June,  1842, 
he  became  "missionary  to  the  entire  population." 
In  this  position  he  continued  for  over  ten  years^ 
rendering  full  satisfaction.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
charge  of  the  mission  church  to  which  he  was  es- 
pecially called.  In  connection  with  these  duties,  he 
also  stood  in  intimate  relations  with  the  American 
Tract  Society.  He  was  freely  consulted  in  reference 
to  the  pubhcation  of  German  books  and  tracts ;  for 
which  his  familiarity  with  that  language,  as  well  as 
his  general  intelligence  and  Christian  experience, 
pecuharly  fitted  him."^ 

In  order  to  exert  a  more  extensive  influence  on  the 
German  population,  he  prepared  and  published  a  vol- 

*  Memorial  sermon,  bv  Dr.  Ferris. 
11 
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ume  of  sermons  of  a  practical  character,  whicli  obtain- 
ed quite  an  extensive  circulation.  In  connection 
with  several  other  clergymen  of  the  Eeformed  Dutch 
Church,  with  which  he  now  stood  connected,  he  got 
up  a  German  Hj-mn-book.  Two  years  of  his  time 
were  employed  in  the  preparation  of  this  work ;  and, 
when  presented  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church,  it 
v/as  fully  approved  and  published  with  their  sanction. 
He  also  prepared  a  smaller  collection  of  German 
hymns,  designed  for  more  general  circulation,  which 
was  completed  just  before  his  death.  This  "  work  of 
faith"  and  "  labor  of  love"  constituted  a  fit  finale  to 
his  earnest  and  devoted  life. 

On  the  general  character  of  his  ministry  we  pre- 
soi  t  the  following  interesting  passages:  "If  ever 
man  delighted  in  preaching  the  Gospel,  it  was  he ; 
and  his  was  preaching,  not  simply  as  a  ministerial 
duty,  but  as  the  outpouring  of  a  heart  that  had  a 
rich  experience  of  the  Saviour's  love.  He  sought 
none  of  the  garniture  of  rhetoric,  and  yet  there  was 
nothing  of  the  slovenliness  of  the  common-place  talker, 
chasteness,  simplicity,  and  earnestness  characterizing 
all  his  exercises.  Often  he  stood  before  his  people 
a  weeping  prophet,  his  tears  intermingling  with  his 
entreaties." 

''  He  had  a  happy  faculty  in  ministering  consola- 
tion to  the  afflicted.  Indeed,  he  had  a  severe  train- 
ing in  a  series  of  domestic  and  personal  afflictions. 
A  bitter  cup  was  at  times  put  into  his  hands;  all 
n  ade  the  Saviour  more  precious.  He  found  in  his 
own  deep  sorrow  the  seal  set  to  the  Divine  promises. 
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He  had  a  fellow-feeling  for  all  in  soitow,  and  could 
speak  from  a  sweet  experience  for  the  comfort  ot* 
such." 

In  1821,  Mr.  Guldin  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Henrietta  C.  Herman,  a  daughter  of  his  friend  and 
theological  preceptor,  the  Rev.  F.  L.  Herman,  D.  D. 
He  had  seven  children,  only  two  of  whom  survived 
him.  His  faithful  companion  was  called  away  some 
eighteen  months  previous  to  his  own  decease. 

His  health  had  been  gradually  failing.  For  some 
months  preceding  his  death  the  performance  of  his 
ordinary  duties  was  attended  with  difficulty.  On 
the  night  of  his  decease,  he  retired  as  usual.  Next 
morning,  failing  to  make  his  appearance,  his  daughter 
opened  his  chamber  door,  and  found  that  his  spirit 
had  departed — apparently  without  a  struggle.  His 
disease  was  pronounced  an  affection  of  the  heart. 
He  thus  "fell  asleep  in  Jesus,"  February  18th,  1863, 
in  the  64th  year  of  his  age.* 

His  funeral  services  took  place  on  the  20th  of 
Feb.,  in  the  German  Evangelical  church,  and  were 
attended  by  a  sorrowing  congregation,  and  a  large 
number  of  ministers,  both  German  and  English. 
The  exercises  were  conducted  in  both  languages. 
Rev.  Mr.  Mohn  offered  prayer  and  read  a  portion  of 
Scripture,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Friedel  delivered  an  address 
in  German.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  De  Witt  delivered 
an  English  address ;  and  prayer,  in  the  same  language, 
was  offered  by   the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  C.  Strong.f 

*Dr.  C.  C.  H.  Guldin'8  letter. 

t  Memorial  seiuion,  by  Dr.  Ferris. 
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KEY.  BENJA]^^!^  BOYER. 

1792—1864. 

t  Me.  Boyer  was  born  in  Montgomery  county 
Pennsylvania,  February  4tli,  1792  *  His  parents 
were  Andrew  Boyer,  and  Eve,  his  wife.  He  was  the 
oldest  of  three  sons.  Early  in  hfe  he  was  instructed 
in  the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel,  and  then 
admitted  into  full  communion  with  the  German  Re- 
formed Church.  During  the  war  with  England,  in 
1812,  he  served  in  the  army.  After  the  close  of  the 
war  he  repaired  to  Philadelphia,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  theological  studj^  under  the  Rev.  Samuel 
HelfFenstein,  D.  D.  In  1820,  he  was  examined  and 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  ordained  at  the 
meeting  of  Synod  in  Reading,  October  4th,  1821, f 
having  settled  in  Pinegrove,  Schuylkill  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  taken  charge  of  four  congrega- 
tions, viz.:  St.  Peter's,  in  Schuylkill,  Bern  and  Zion's, 
in  Berks,  and  Stumpstown,  in  Lebanon  county.  These 
congregations  he  served  some  four  or  five  years, 
when  two  of  them  were  given  up,  and  in  their  stead 
Heidelberg  and  Christ  church  were  united  to  Zion's 
and  Bern..  In  this  field,  as  now  constituted,  he  la- 
bored several  years  more,  when,  in  1829  or  '30,  he 

*The  facts  of  tins  sketch  are  taken  mainly  from  a  paper  sent  us 
by  a  daughter  of  the  deceased. 
tSyn.  Min..  lt^20,  pp.  12, 24 ;  and  1S21,  p.  19. 
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accepted  a  call  from  some  congregations  in  Nortli- 
timberland  county,  Pennsylvania.  This  charge  was 
composed  of  five  congregations,  and  he  remained  in 
it  until  1833  or  '34.  He  then  accepted  a  call  from 
Selinsgrove  and  affiliated  congregations,  four  in 
number.  After  remaining  here  a  few  years  only,  his 
health  failed  him,  and  he  ceased  preaching  altogeth- 
er for  some  time.  lYhen  sufficiently  restored,  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Armstrong  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  afterwards  took  charge  of  three 
congregations,  and  served  them  during  the  year 
1843.  He  then  accepted  a  call  from  the  Eeformed 
congregation  in  Meadville,  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  two  others  in  the  vicinity,  viz.:  Zion's 
and  Jerusalem.  In  this  charge  he  labored  about  six 
years,  up  to  the  year  1850.  He  then  received  a  call 
from  some  congregations  in  the  vicinitj^of  W.  Green- 
ville, Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  served 
as  pastor  until  1853  or  '54. 

About  this  time  his  strength  begnn  to  fail.  He 
became  so  absent-minded  as  to  be  unfit  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry  ;  and,  accordingly,  he  withdrew  from 
the  active  duties  of  his  office  and  spent  the  remain- 
der of  his  days  in  retirement.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  he  seems  to  have  been  sorely  afflicted 
and  very  much  reduced  in  circumstances.  For  the 
last  three  years  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage  he  was  in 
a  state  of  second  childhood,  and  his  mind  failed  him 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  did  not  recogni2se  even  his 
own  children.  During  these  sore  afflictions,  how- 
ever he  seems  to  have  retained  his  hold  upon  the 
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Saviour  of  sinners,  and  to  "have  found  consolation  in 
believing  on  His  name  and  trusting  in  His  mercy. 
He  would  often  clasp  his  hands,  as  in  prayer,  and 
piously  exclaim  :  "I  know  that  my  Eedeemer  liv- 
eth." 

At  length  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  relieve  him 
of  all  his  sufferings,  and  take  him  to  his  eternal  rest 
in  heaven.  He  died  in  peace,  November  15th,  186^, 
aged  72  years,  9  months  and  11  days. 

Personally  we  had  no  acquaintance  with  Father 
Boyer.  His  daughter,  in  the  paper  already  referred 
to,  says :  "He  was  a  man  of  strong  faith,  much  given 
to  prayer.  Of  him  it  could  be  said  that  he  prayed 
without  ceasing.  Called  to  pass  through  the  deep- 
est depths  of  poverty,  he  was  of  so  trustful  a  spirit 
that,  having  bread  for  one  day,  he  would  trust  God 
for  the  next.  He  would  often  say  to  his  suffering 
family;  'God  is  good ;  let  us  trust  Him;  He  will 
not  forsake  us.'  He  was  a  successful  pastor,  and 
many  were  added  to  the  Church  during  his  ministry. 
He  was  beloved  by  his  people,  and  his  churches  were 
well  filled." 
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KEY.  JOHN  S.  KESSLER,  D.  D. 
1799_1S64. 

With  a  keen  and  lively  sense  of  God's  goodness 
in  permitting  us  to  become  personally  acquainted 
with  this  excellent,  earnest  man,  and  eminent  ser- 
vant of  Christ,  we  here  record  what  we  know  of 
his  life,  labors,  and  amiable  character,  either  from 
our  own  personal  intercourse  with  him  or  from 
what  others  have  said  and  written  concerning  him. 

Dr.  Kessler  was  from  the  old  country — a  Swiss 
by  birth.  This  fact  will  account  for  some  peculiar- 
ities in  his  life  and  character,  which,  in  the  progress 
of  our  story,  will  be  brought  out.  He  was  born  in 
Schiers,  Canton  de  Grisson,  Switzerland,  August 
19th,  1799,  of  Christian  parents — members  of  the 
Reformed  Church."^  They  early  dedicated  him  to 
God  in  holy  baptism ;  and,  in  due  time,  had  him 
instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  our  holy 
rehgion.  Having  attained  a  proper  age,  he  was  re- 
ceived into  fuU  communion  with  the  Church  of  his 
fathers.  His  education  was  faithfully  attended  to 
by  his  parents.  "  After  graduating  at  the  Canton 
school  of  Chur,  he  pursued  and  completed  his  theo- 
logical studies  at  the  University  of  Basle,  in  1821 ; 
and  soon  after,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-two,  he 

*  Ukv.  Be/.  Mess.,  Jan.  4th j  1865. 
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was  ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  at  Devos,  in 
the  Canton  Glaris."  After  serving  the  Lord  in 
this,  his  first  field  of  labor,  for  the  period  of  nineteen 
years,  he  came  with  his  family  to  this  country ;  and 
was  soon  afterwards  received  as  a  member  of  the 
Classis  of  Yirginia,  and  placed  over  a  number  of 
congregations  in  the  Shenandoah  Yallej^,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Woodstock.  After  laboring  in  this  charge 
about  four  years,  he  was  called,  in  18tL5,  to  become 
associated  with  the  Eev.  J.  C.  Bucher,  as  assistant 
pastor  of  the  First  Eeformed  church,  in  the  city  of 
Reading,  Pennyslvania.  In  this  delicate  position 
he  remained  two  years,  faithfullj^  and  earnestly  at- 
tending to  the  duties  of  his  of&ce.  About  this  time 
a  new  church  was  started  in  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
and  Dr.  Kessler  was  called  to  become  its  first  pas- 
or.  He  removed  to  that  city  in  1847,  and  immedi- 
ately entered  upon  his  pastoral  labors.  The  con- 
gregation was  built  up  under  his  faithful  ministry, 
and  the  people  of  his  charge  edified  and  established 
in  the  faith.  In  this  important  field  he  spent  seven 
years  of  earnest,  faithful,  and  efficient  labor.  The 
blessing  of  the  Lord  rested  upon  him,  and  his  ef- 
forts to  do  good  were  crowned  with  success. 

About  this  time  his  son  and  onlv  child,  the  Rev. 
Christian  Rudolf  Kessler,  established  a  seminary 
of  learning  at  Allentown,  Pennsylvania.  The  de- 
sign of  this  institution  was  to  train  young  men  for 
the  profession  of  teaching ;  and,  although  this  orig- 
inal design  could  not  be  fully  carried  out,  yet  the 
school  soon  acquired,  under  the  direction  of  the  able 
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and  accomplished  principal,  an  extensive  and  envi- 
able reputation.  The  excessive  labors  which  this 
enterprise  imposed  on  him,  ho^v^ever,  seriously  af- 
fected his  health,  and  rendered  it  necessary  for  him 
to  procure  additional  help.  This  needed  assistance 
was  found  in  the  person  of  his  father — the  Eev.  J. 
S.  Kessler.  In  1854,  he  became  associated  with  his 
son  in  the  work  of  carrying  forward  this  important 
literary  enterprise.  In  the  following  year,  however, 
his  son  was  called  away  by  death ;  but  such  was 
the  reputation  which  Dr.  Kessler  had  acquired  dur- 
ing his  short  connection  with  the  school,  that,  when 
the  seminary  passed  into  other  hands,  he  was  re- 
tained as  one  of  the  regular  teachers  in  the  institu- 
tion ;  and  in  this  position  he  continued  to  the  end 
of  his  life. 

In  connection  with  his  duties  in  the  seminary 
Dr.  Kessler  also  preached  in  a  number  of  congrega- 
tions in  the  vicinity  of  Allentown  ,•  thus  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  a  pastor  as  well  as  of  a  teacher. 
He  was  also  extensively  engaged  in  other  and  equally 
responsible  duties,  as  connected  with  the  public  in- 
terests of  the  Church.  When,  under  the  authon'iv 
of  the  Svnod,  a  German  Hymn  book  was  to  be  pre- 
pared for  the  use  of  our  churches,  Dr.  Kessler  was 
chosen  as  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  this  im- 
portant matter  was  entrusted.  He  shrank  not  from 
the  additional  cares  and  duties  which  this  appoint- 
ment  imposed  on  him ;  and  his  zeal  and  fidelity  in 
the  discharge  of  these  multiplied  and  onerous  duties 
are  worthy  of  aU  commendation.  A  very  large  share 
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of  the  hard  work  of  getting  up  that  book  is  known 
to  have  been  performed  by  Dr.  Kessler.  In  this, 
as  in  everything  else  which  he  undertook,  his  emi- 
nent scholarship  and  extensive  learning,  as  well  as 
his  energy  and  industry,  became  manifest. 

In  1854:,  Franklin  and  Marshall  college  duly  re- 
cognized and  rewarded  his  superior  attainments  by 
conferring  upon  him  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 
The  honor  was  well  merited.  He  ever  after,  as 
also  before  this,  took  a  deep  interest  in  our  liter- 
ary and  theological  institutions,  and,  in  every  proper 
way,  sought  their  welfare  and  prosperity.  He  was 
also  deeply  interested  in  the  benevolent  and  chari- 
table enterprises  of  the  Church ;  and  was  one  of 
the  earliest  friends  and  founders  of  the  Orphans* 
Home  at  Bridesburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  continued 
to  manifest  a  lively  interest  in  its  success  to  the  end 
of  his  life. 

Dr.  Kessler's  real  merits  will  never  be  fuUy  known 
or  appreciated  by  the  public.  He  was  one  of  that 
peculiar  class  of  men  whose  excellencies  are  patent 
to  such  only  as  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  an  intimate 
personal  acquaintance,  and  frequent  and  famihar  in- 
tercourse with  them.  His  characteristic  modesty 
and  singularly  retiring  disposition,  combined  with 
the  native  simplicity,  and  that  seemingly  rude  and 
uncultured  naturalness^  which  so  strikingly  dis- 
tinguished him  as  a  genuine  "  Switzer" — in  full  and 
unimpaired  sympathy  and  accord  with  the  majestic 
grandeur  and  ruggedness  of  his  own  dear  mountain 
home— often  prevented  his  nobler  and  finer  quail- 
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ties  from  coming  fully  into  view.  Only  those  whose 
intimacy  with  this  excellent  and  eminent  man 
brought  them  into  proper  relations  with  him,  and 
thus  enabled  them  to  make  due  allowance  for  the 
absence  of  those  patent  and  superficial  qualities  that 
strike  the  senses^  could  fully  appreciate  the  far  no- 
bler sentiments  and  hidden  virtues  of  the  heart  and 
mind,  which  distinguished  this  eminent  scholar  and  . 
devout,  humble  and  unassuming  Christian. 

Dr.  Kessler  was  a  European  by  birth  and  educa- 
tion ;  and  much  of  his  profound  scholarship  must 
undoubtedly  be  ascribed  to  the  superior  advantages^ 
which,  in  his  native  country,  he  enjoyed  of  culti- 
vating his  mind,  and  bringing  out  fully  the  native 
vigor  of  his  strong  and  massive  intellect.  Few  men 
possess  naturally  better  minds,  or  have  their  intel- 
lectual powers  more  beautifully  and  harmoniously 
developed,  than  had  Dr.  Kessler.  His  education 
was  thorough  and  complete ;  his  mind  highly  culti- 
vated and  disciplined ;  and  his  habits  of  close  and 
earnest  thinking  well  established.  His  application, 
both  in  the  discharge  of  his  ordinary  and  regular 
duties,  and  in  the  higher  pursuits  of  literature  and 
science,  was  intense  and  persistent. 

As  a  minister  of  the  Gospel — a  preacher  and  ex- 
pounder of  the  Scriptures — Dr.  Kessler  was  equally 
distinguished.  His  profound  learning,  patient  re- 
search, and  earnest  thought,  combined  with  his  sin- 
cere piety  and  unfeigned  love  for  the  truth,  enabled 
him  to  bring  out,  in  his  own  simple  way,  the  deep 
*'  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven."      He  was 
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peculiarly  liappy  in  expounding  the  Scriptures,  and 
in  bringing  them  to  bear  upon  the  hearts  and  con- 
sciences of  men.  His  style  was  simple  and  unadorn- 
ed— rude  even,  perhaps — and  wholly  destitute  of 
any  oratorical  elements.  His  power  lay  in  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  matter  and  the  simplicity  of  the  man- 
ner of  his  preaching,  and  the  kindly  spirit  in  which 
his  sermons  were  delivered. 

Soon  after  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
ministry,  Dr.  Kessler  was  married  to  Miss  Christi- 
na Jeklin,^  with  whom  he  lived  in  uninterrupted 
peace  and  harmony  for  a  period  of  forty-two  years. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  one  only  child — a  son 
— the  lamented  Eev.  Christian  R.  Kessler,  founder 
and  first  Principal  of  the  Allentown  Seminary,  who 
preceded  his  venerable  father  to  the  eternal  world 
in  1855.  Soon  after  the  doctor's  departure,  Mrs. 
Kessler,  who,  desolate  and  alone,  stood  at  his  grave 
and  mourned  his  death,  followed  the  loved  compan- 
ion of  her  bosom  to  that  blessed  home,  "  where  the 
wicked  cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at 
rest." 

As  a  writer  and  author,  Dr.  Kessler  is  little  known. 
Occasionally  he  wrote  for  our  Church  papers — 
especially  the  Kirclienzeitung^  and  for  Dr.  Schaff's 
theological  and  literary  review — the  "  Kirclien- 
freundy  His  literary  activity  was  chiefly  expended 
on  an  unfinished  work — Vi  Biblical  Dictionary.  This 
production,  which  is  said  to  be  nearly  completed, 
f'ost  him  a  vast  amount  of  labor  and  much  anxious, 

»  Pronounced  as  if  written— Yeklin. 
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earnest  study.  Of  its  particular  plan,  character  and 
merits,  we  are  not  prepared  to  speak.  From  tlie 
character  and  profound  scholarship  of  the  author, 
however,  we  may  safely  conclude  that  the  work  is  one 
of  no  ordinary  cast.  Whatever  he  undertook  to  do, 
he  did  well  and  thoroughly.  For  his  valuable  con- 
tributions as  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  a  German  Hymn  book  for  the  use  of  our 
people,  he  deserves  the  credit  of  the  whole  German 
Eeformed  Church  in  this  country. 

Of  the  last  illness  and  death  of  Dr.  Kessler  we 
must  say  a  few  words.  His  illness  was  of  short  dura- 
tion. For  several  years  past,  indeed,  his  general  health 
had  been  gradually  failing,  but  not  so  seriously  as 
to  interfere  much  with  the  discharge  of  his  regu- 
lar duties.  He  complained  more  or  less  for  some 
months  immediately  preceding  his  death ;  but  as 
his  disease  was  not  considered  dangerous,  he  con- 
tinued to  attend  regularly  to  all  his  pubhc  and  pri- 
vate duties  until  within  a  short  time  of  his  end. 
He  served  his  congregations  in  the  country  as  usual 
and  performed  his  accustomed  duties  as  a  teacher 
in  the  seminary.  Only  three  weeks  previous  to 
his  death,  he  held  his  last  communion  in  the  coun- 
try. He  then  grew  worse,  and  continued  gradually 
to  sink  until  death  put  an  end  to  his  sufferings. 

He  died  at  his  residence,  in  Allentown,  Pennsyl- 
vania, December,  22d,  1864,  aged  65  years,  4  months, 
and  3  da^^s.  Falling  gently  asleep,  he  passed  over 
from  the  Church  militant,  on  earth,  to  "  the  general 
assembly  and  Church  of  the  first-born  in  heaven." 
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On  tlie  26th.  of  the  same  month,  his  mortal  re- 
mains, followed  by  a  large  number  of  devoted  friends, 
were  borne  by  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  sadly 
and  with  deep  sorrow,  to  the  Kefbrmed  church, 
where  an  appropriate  German  discourse,  based  on 
Luke,  ii.  25-32,  and  John  xi.  25-26,  was  dehvered 
by  his  friend  and  fellow-countrj^man,  the  Eev.  Dr. 
Schaff,  and  another,  in  English,  hy  the  pastor — Rev. 
N.  S.  Strassburger,  on  John  xii.  26.  After  the 
close  of  the  services  in  the  sanctuary,  the  corpse 
was  taken  to  the  public  cemetery,  and,  with  appro- 
priate religious  services,  committed  to  the  ground 
— "  earth  to  earth,  dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes." 

Besides  the  large  number  of  private  citizens  in  at- 
tendance at  his  burial,  there  were  present  twenty- 
five  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  belonging  to  various 
religious  denominations,  to  testify,  in  this  public 
way,  their  high  appreciation  of  the  character  and 
worth  of  the  deceased.  Of  these,  several  took  part 
in  the  religious  services  at  the  house  and  in  the 
church.  Others,  eight  in  number,  acted  as  pall- 
bearers. All  evinced  a  spirit  of  sadness — the  sor- 
row of  mourners.  The  scene  was  solemn  and  im- 
pressive, and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those 
who  participated  in  these  imposing  ceremonies.  It 
was  a  just  and  well-merited  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  good  and  great  man.  His  life  was  well 
spent.  His  work  is  done.  He  now  rests  in  peace — • 
"  asleep  in  Jesus." 
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KEY.  THOMAS  H.  LEIKBACH. 

1802—1864. 

The  long  and  earnest  life  and  ministry  of  this 
faithful  servant  of  Christ  eminently  entitle  him  to  a 
place  among  the  "Fathers  of  the  Reformed  Church." 
He  was  one  of  the  most  devoted,  laborious,  and  use- 
ful of  our  pastors.  The  field  which,  for  many  years, 
he  cultivated  with  such  singular  fidelity  and  success, 
was  large  and  laborious.  Even  many  a  "good man 
and  true"  would  have  recoiled  from  the  extent  of 
labor  and  exposure  which  its  proper  culture  de- 
manded. And  others,  not  a  few,  undertaking  to 
care  for  so  extensive  a  field,  would  have  utterly  fail- 
ed in  the  attempt.  It  required  a  person  peculiarly 
constituted,  physically  and  intellectually,  to  meet 
with  any  degree  of  success  in  a  charge  so  extensive 
and  laborious  as  that  presided  over  by  the  subject 
of  this  memoir.     His  history  is  an  interesting  one. 

Thomas  Hartman  Leinbach  was  born  January 
18th,  1802,  in  Oley  township,  Berks  county,  Penn- 
sylvania.* His  parents  were  Daniel  Leinbach,  and 
his  wife,  Mary  Magdalene,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Hartman.  His  father  had  a  large  family,  which  he 
supported  by  dihgently  cultivating  his  fine  planta- 

*For  these  facts  in  the  early  history  of  Father  Leinbach  we  are 
Indebted  to  his  younger  brother  and  successor  in  the  charge,  the 
Kev.  C.  H.  Leinbach. 
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tion  in  the  ricli  and  fertile  "  Oley  Yalley."  He  and 
his  family  were  industrious  and  frugal.  The  chil- 
dren were  early  tanght  to  labor  ;  and,  as  soon  as  they 
were  old  enough,  were  sent  to  school,  to  what  was 
called  the  "HerrnhuterSchulhaus."  This  building, 
with  a  cemetery  or  "  Gottes-acker"  attached  to  it,  was 
arranged  both  for  preaching  and  school  purposes. 
Here  the  Moravians  occasionally  held  rehgious  ser- 
vices. The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Leinbach,  and  some  of  his 
relatives,  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  were  members  of  the 
Moravian  church,  and  are  buried  in  this  grave-yard. 

Both  parents  were  active  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Grerman  Reformed  Church,  and  trained  their 
offspring  in  the  same  faith.  All  the  children  were 
at  an  early  age  sent  to  "  catechise,"  and  thus  became 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Besides  work- 
ing on  the  farm,  Father  Leinbach  also  cultivated  his 
mind  by  reading  useful  books,  and  in  this  way  ac- 
quired a  considerable  fund  of  knowledge  ;  especially 
did  he  apply  himself  to  the  study  of  the  Enghsh 
language,  and  mastered  it  so  far  that  he  was  quali- 
fied to  serve  as  "Justice  of  the  Peace"  in  his  vicinity, 
which  he  did  for  many  years,  rendering  himself  ex- 
tensively useful  in  this  capacity.  He  was  also  sev- 
eral times  elected  by  his  fellow-citizens  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Legislature.  He  died  April  8th,  1818, 
aged  71  years,  2  months  and  19  days,  and  rests  in 
the  beautiful  cemetery  attached  to  the  Zion's  Re- 
formed and  Lutheran  church,  about  five  miles  east 
of  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 

The  mother  was  equally  distinguished  for  Indus- 
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try  and  piety.  It  was  her  constant  aim  to  bring  np 
her  children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Her  large,  old 
family  Bible  was  her  constant  companion.  On  the 
Lord's  Day  especially,  she  was  seen  sitting  at  the  ta- 
ble with  the  open  Bible  before  her  ;  and  often  did 
she  admonish  her  sons  to  keep  holy  this  sacred  day 
of  rest.  She  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1837,  aged  67  years,  11  months  and  5  days, 
and  lies  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband,  where 
some  of  the  sons  have  since  erected  a  fine  marble 
monument  to  the  memory  of  their  parents. 

From  the  preceding  notice  it  appears  that  Thomas 
H.  Leinbach  was  only  fifteen  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died.  A  few  j^ears  later,  he  was  instructed  in 
the  doctrines  and  precepts  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
confirmed  by  his  pastor,  the  Eev.  F.  L.  Herman, 
who,  soon  after,  became  also  his  theological  precep- 
tor. Early  in  life,  already,  he  was  seriously  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  studying  for  the 
holy  ministry.  He  was  encouraged  in  this  good  and 
laudable  purpose,  by  his  pious  mother  and  his  pas- 
tor ;  and  hence  we  soon  find  him  pursuing  a  course 
of  theological  study  under  the  care  and .  tuition  of 
his  spiritual  guide  and  shepherd.  Drs.  B.  S.  Schneck 
and  J.  S.  Dubs,  and  the  Revs.  P.  S.  Fisher,  Richard 
A.  Fisher,  J.  G.  Guldin,  David  Young,  and  A.  L. 
Herman,  were  some  of  his  fellow- students. 

He  was  licensed,  and  ordained  to  the  Gospel  min- 
istry, by  the  "Independent    Synod,"  convened   at 
Kutztowp,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  fall  of  1822 ;  the 
"certifica:    of  ordination,"  bearing  the  signature  of 
12 
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Eev.  Frederick  L.  Herman,  as  President  of  Sjnod, 
and  Eev.  Henry  Diefenbacli,  as  Secretary.  His  first 
charge  was  composed  of  several  congregations  near 
the  Berks  and  Lancaster  line,  and  the  Millbach  con- 
gregation, in  Lebanon  county,  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1826,  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  "  Tulpehocken  "  congregation,  and  moved 
to  the  parsonage  attached  to  the  same  that  spring, 
retaining  still  the  Millbach  congregation  as  part  of 
his  new  charge.  In  a  short  time  he  served  quite  a 
number  of  other  congregations  in  the  surrounding 
country,  so  that  he  had  at  times  as  high  as  eight  or 
ten  congregations  under  his  care.  At  the  time  of 
his  death  his  charge  consisted  of  six  congregations. 
He  had  all  along  a  large  and  very  laborious  field  to 
cultivate ;  and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  say  much 
in  reference  to  the  requirements  of  this  field  to  con- 
vince any  one  of  his  extensive  labors  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Gospel.  The  regular  preaching  on  the 
Lord's  day  was  but  a  small  part  of  his  ministerial 
work.  The  extra  labors  of  so  extensive  a  field  were 
far  more  burdensome,  and  required  far  greater  effort 
and  exposure  than  the  Sunday  services.  The  single 
item  of  funerals,  occurring  in  such  a  charge,  would 
be  sufficient  to  keep  many  a  pastor  busy ;  and  then, 
along  with  this,  the  catechising  of  the  young.  What 
an  immense  amount  of  hard  labor  this  part  of  a 
shepherd's  care  demands! 

Father  Leinbach  was  famous  as  a  "catechist;" 
and,  during  the  course  of  his  long  and  active  min- 
istry, exerted  an  immense  influence  by  his  earnest 
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and  efficient  labors  in  this  particular  sphere.*  He 
had,  as  a  general  thing,  very  large  classes  of  cate- 
chumens, whom  he  instructed  with  a  zeal,  thorough- 
ness and  efficiency  seldom  equaled  by  any  pastor. 
He  had  a  peculiar  way  of  interesting  young  people, 
gaining  their  attention,  and  enlisting  their  warmest 
sympathies.  He  possessed  also  a  wonderful  facility 
for  imparting  instruction,  and  fixing  the  truths 
taught  permanently  upon  the  heart  and  mind.  His 
mode  of  drilling  the  catechumens  in  their  studies? 
was,  in  a  certain  sense,  unique  and  peculiar  to  him- 
self. He  not  only  required  the  answers  in  the  cate- 
chism to  be  thoroughly  committed  to  memory,  and 
iinderstandingly  recited,  but  expected  also  the  cate 
chumens  to  get  the  Scripture  references  or  proof- texts 
well  fixed  in  their  minds.  Besides  this,  he  would 
intersperse  his  exercises  with  the  singing  of  appro- 
priate verses  from  the  most  noted  hymns,  which  the 
catechumens,  as  a  matter  of  course,  had  also  com- 
mitted to  memory.  This  gave  variety  and  interest 
to  the  exercises,  and,  at  the  same  time,  familiarized 
the  young  people  with  these  sublime  poetic  efiiisions 
— ^the  sweet  songs  of  Zion — as  well  as  with  the 
teachings  of  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

This  delicate  and  most  efficient  task  of  training 
the  young,  and  instructing  them  in  the  doctrines  of 
our  holy  religion,  is  by  far  the  most  important  part 
of  a  pastor's  work,  especially  in  our  rural  districts. 
In  town  and  city  charges,  we  are  well  aware,  there 

♦Letter  of  the  Kev.  C.  H.  Leinbach.    See  also  Kirchenzeiiung^ 
March  3d,  1864. 
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is  little  or  no  importance  attached  to  this  department 
of  pastoral  activity.  Our  modern  schemes  of  reli- 
gion scarcely  admit  of  its  introduction  at  all.  For 
them  there  are  much  shorter  and  easier  and  more 
effectual  ways  of  securing  the  end  proposed.  Indeed, 
it  seems  hardly  ever  to  enter  into  the  popular  mind, 
that,  in  executing  his  high  commission,  Jesus  Christ 
went  about  "  teaching  in  their  S3^nagogues,"  as  well 
as  "  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom"  to  the 
people  of  God  in  His  time.  Here,  as  in  msmj  other 
instances,  the  ''  old  "  is  found  to  be  far  superior  to 
the  "new." 

In  this  most  blessed  work  Father  Leinbach  excelled. 
"  In  spite  of  dullness  or  indifference,  he  could  thor- 
oughly indoctrinate  his  pupils.  Not  content  with 
the  questions  of  the  catechism,  he  demanded  a  proof- 
passage  for  each  distinct  doctrine,  and  for  many  of 
them  a  few  verses  of  an  appropriate  hymn,  with  the 
singing  of  which  the  lesson  was  interspersed.  Oc- 
casionally he  would  take  them  two  or  three  times 
through  the  catechism  in  one  course.  His  cat^echi- 
zation  was  not  simply  a  dry  routine  of  memorizing, 
but  throughout  also  a  work  of  the  heart.  He  loved 
the  souls  of  his  catechumens,  and  they  soon  learned 
to  love  him  in  return."  -  Happy  the  people  w^ho  have 
or  themselves  and  their  children  a  pastor  who  has 
thoroughly  learned  this  important  part  of  his  minis- 
terial duty — the  feeding  of  the  lambs  of  the  flock, 
and  their  spiritual  training  for  membership  in  the 
Church  of  Christ !     Father  Leinbach  was  "  fully  at 

*  Qer.  Be/.  Mess.,  Apr.  13tli,  1864.  Obituary  by  Eev.  Dr.  Bausman. 
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home  in  the  catechetical  lecture-room,  and  much 
fruit,  as  the  result  of  his  constant  labors  in  this 
capacity,  manifests  itself  even  at  this  day, "  says 
one,  "and  many  persons  thank  God  that  they  were 
])ermitted  to  attend  catechetical  instruction  under 
him,  and  for  the  great  benefit  they  have  received 
from  his  teachings." 

This  efficiency  in  catechising  or  imparting  reli- 
gious instruction  in  this  familiar  way  to  the  young? 
has  another  good  effect  of  an  indirect  character.* 
Ii  makes  a  pastor  familiar  with  his  members,  espe- 
cially the  younger  portion  of  them,  and  thus  tits 
him  to  discharge  more  effectually  his  "pastoral" 
duties  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  term.  By 
his  long  and  familiar  intercourse  with  the  children 
and  ,young  people  growing  up  in  his  charge,  he  learns 
to  know  their  spiritual  wants,  their  infirmities  and 
dangers ;  and  is,  thus,  in  a  condition  to  minister  to 
them  in  the  family  circle  to  far  greater  advantage 
than  if  they  were  entire  strangers  to  him.  Indeed 
it  is  hard,  under  any  other  circumstances,  to  become 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  members  of  an  ex- 
tensive charge.  Besides,  the  mutual  confidence  and 
attachment  established  between  a  faithful  pastor  and 
the  catechumens  whom  he  has  long  and  carefully 
instructed,  are  the  very  best  guarantee  of  successful 
labor  in  the  family  and  in  the  sanctuary.  iMuch  of 
our  preaching,  and  counsel  also,  must  of  necessity 
be  indefinite  and  destitute  of  its  legitimate  power 

*  On  tliis  point  see  remarks  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  Kirchenzeitung, 
Apr.  28th,  1864. 
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and  efficiency,  where  we  liave  to  speak  at  random. 
In  a  country  cliarge,  especially,  it  is  necessary  to 
impart  counsel  and  instruction  in  the  family  and  by 
the  wayside,  if,  to  any  extent,  we  wish  to  compen- 
sate for  the  want  of  public  service  each  Lord's  day. 
In  this  pastoral  Avork,  also,  Father  Leinbach  was 
verj^  proficient.'^"  His  people,  as  a  consequence,  were 
warmly  attached  to  him.  He  knew  how  to  gain 
their  aflection.  His  kindly  interest  in  their  welfare, 
and  tender  solicitude  for  their  spiritual  growth,  gave 
him  the  position  and  influence  of  a  father  among 
his  children.  He  was,  in  the  good  old  sense,  a 
"  curate  " — a  genuine  "  Seel-sorger."  This  beautiful 
and  appropriate  designation  of  a  pastor,  as  well  as 
that  of  "catechist,"  has  become  well  nigh  extinct 
in  the  modern  religious  vocabulary.  And  yet  what 
more  sweet  and  pleasing  to  the  ear  of  an  humble 
disciple  of  Jesus  than  the  term  "seel-sorger" — carer 
for  the  soul.  Such  an  one  Father  Leinbach  was  to 
his  flock.  His  whole  spiritual  nature  and  training 
fitted  him  to  be  such.  "He  combined  a  peculiar 
inwardness  of  spirit  with  an  openness  of  heart, 
which  made  timid,  troubled  souls  at  once  feel  at 
home  in  his  presence.  In  his  pastoral  intercourse 
he  was  dignified  without  being  stiff,  frank  without 
being  too  familiar — clerical  qualities  not  easily 
acquired.  Whether  in  the  house  of  mourning  or  in 
the  house  of  feasting,  at  funerals  or  at  weddings,  he 
carried  with  him  the  same  feeling  heart  and  keen 
sense  of  propriety  which  gave  to  all  his  clerical 

*  Obituary  by  Rev.  Dr.  Schueck,  Kxrchenzeitung^  Apr,  7tli,  1864. 
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transactions  and  pastoral  labors  a  pleasing,  sancti- 
fying, religions  cast." 

As  a  preacher,  he  was  equally  popular,  in  the 
good  sense  of  the  term,  and  successful.  Indeed  we 
could  hardly  think  of  him  otherwise  than  as  a  solid 
and  instructive  preacher.  His  mind  was  of  that 
particular  cast  which  fitted  him  pre-eminently  to 
preach  the  gospel  successfully  to  the  humble  poor 
in  a  country  charge — -the  most  difficult  task  a  min- 
ister can  undertake.  To  be  successful  here  requires 
a  peculiar  combination  of  intellectual  vigor  and 
clearness  with  strong  feeling.  A  country  pastor 
must  be  able  to  enter  into  full  sympathy  with  his 
people.  He  must  in  a  certain  sense  make  their 
cause  his  own,  and  be  able  and  willing  thus  to  "con- 
descend to  men  of  low  estate."  Unless  a  country 
pastor  can  gain  access  to  the  hearts  of  his  people^ 
and  draw  out  their  affections,  he  has  little  prospect 
of  success.  A  sensation  sermon  will  not  answer 
here.  Fine-spun  theories  and  brilliant  discourses 
are  alike  powerless  among  a  people  who  "hunger 
and  thirst  after  righteousness,"  and  come  to  the 
sanctuary  not  for  entertainment,  or  something  still 
worse,  but  to  be  "taught  the  way  of  duty,"  and  be 
fed  with  that  "bread  which  cometh  down  from 
heaven,  and  giveth  life  unto  the  world." 

Father  Leinbach  excelled  in  this  kind  of  preaching. 
He  was  well  fitted  for  his  calling,  and  possessed  in 
an  eminent  degree  the  elements  of  a  successful  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel.  "As  a  preacher,  he  was  fear- 
less,  yet   affectionate.     His  style  was  simple  and 
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clear,  yet  manly  and  vigorous.  His  expositions 
were  remarkable  for  their  faithfulness  to  the  sacred 
text,  no  less  than  to  the  hearts  and  wants  of  his 
hearers.  In  pathos  and  unction  we  have  heard  fewj 
if  any,  that  were  superior  to  him.  He  understood 
human  nature,  and  knew  how  to  touch  the  springs 
of  thought  and  feeling.  His  earnestness  showed 
itself  in  all  his  work,  but  especially  in  his  preaching. 
He  often  spoke  with  tears,  and  brought  tears  from 
eyes  unused  to  weep.  We  have  heard  competent 
judges  pronounce  his  preaching  talents  of  the  first 
order." 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  his  labors:  His 
ministry  extended  over  a  period  of  forty-two  years, 
thirty-eight  of  which  he  spent  in  his  last  charge. 
He  preached  5,265  regular  sermons,  thirty-three 
of  which  were  preached  at  church  dedications;  at- 
tended 2,061  funerals,  at  which  suitable  discourses 
were  delivered,  making,  in  all,  7,326;  performed 
5,106^  baptisms,  about  one  hundred  of  which  were 
administered  to  adults;  confirmed  2,620;  married 
1,400  couple.  These  statistics  were  partly  pub- 
lished in  our  Church  papers  at  the  close  of  1863,  as 
made  up  by  himself,  just  three  months  previous  to 
his  death;  and  now  that  he  is  no  more,  "one  natu- 
rally suspects  that  the  shadow  of  his  coming  end 
was  dimly  foreseen,  leading  him  to  balance  the  ac- 
count of  his  labors  in  the  Church  militant  just  before 
the  hour  of  his  departure  was  at  hand."    He  com- 

*One  account  gives  6,000  baptisms,  and  5,256  regular  sermons.— 
Haus/reund,  Feb.  28tli,  1867. 
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menced  his  labors  in  Tulpehocken,  in  March,  1826, 
and  died  in  March,  1864. 

Soon  after  his  settlement  in  the  ministry — the 
exact  date  is  not  known — he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth Seibert,  by  whom  he  had  thirteen  children; 
three  of  them  are  with  the  sainted  father  in  the 
"better  land."  Ten  are  still  living,  of  whom  three 
are  in  the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church,  as  is 
also  a  younger  brother  of  the  deceased.  One  of  his 
daughters  was  married  to  the  late  Rev.  Joel  L. 
Eeber,  who  has  also  gone  to  the  "home  of  the  blest.'' 

During  this  pastorate  two  intensely  interesting 
episodes  occurred  in  the  history  of  the  old  Tulpe- 
hocken  congregation.  On  the  2d  and  3d  dsijs  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1817,  they  celebrated,  with  appropriate  re- 
ligious services,  the  centennial  festival  of  the 
congregation.  Suitable  sermons  were  preached  by 
the  brethren,  Henry  Wagner,  J.  D.  Zehring,  and 
the  venerable  pastor.  The  novel  occasion  was  one 
of  great  interest  and  solemnity. 

Six  years  later,  that  is,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  the 
members,  after  many  ineffectual  attempts,  resolved 
to  take  down  the  old  church — second  in  order — 
and  in  place  of  it  erect  two  new  ones,  one  on  the  old 
site,  and  the  other  at  Myerstown,  several  miles  dis- 
tant. The  old  or  second  church  had  served  as  a 
house  of  worship  eighty-one  years,  having  been 
erected  in  1772.  On  the  day  of  Pentecost  they  cel- 
ebrated, for  the  last  time,  the  holy  communion  in 
the  venerable  structure,  which,  during;  fourscore 
years,  had  witnessed  the  fervor  of  their  devotions. 


186  FATHERS    OF    THE   REFORMED    CHURCH. 

It  was  a  solemn  time.  Thirty-seven  young  persons 
were  confirmed,  and  three  hundred  and  thirty  com- 
municants surrounded  the  sacramental  board.  A 
few  days  later  they  commenced  the  sad  task  of 
taking  down  the  ancient  building.  The  work  of 
re-construction  was  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  a 
beautiful  temple  soon  erected,  which,  on  the  26th 
day  of  November,  1854,  was  dedicated  to  the  service 
of  the  Triune  Grod.  Services  were  held  for  several 
consecutive  days  in  connection  with  this  interesting 
occasion.  It  was  our  good  fortune  to  be  present, 
and  to  contribute  our  mite  by  preaching  a  sermon 
on  Hebrews  xiii.  8. 

About  this  time  another  sad  task  required  their 
attention.  It  was  the  dividing  of  the  old  congrega- 
tion and  its  property,  with  a  view  of  forming  a  new 
organization  at  Myerstown,  where,  one  year  later,  an 
equally  beautiful  church  building  was  erected. 
Both  congregations  are  flourishing  under  their  new 
organization  with  additional  church  privileges. 

The  last  sickness  of  Father  Leinbach  was  of  short 
duration,  but  intensely  painful  and  distressing.  On 
the  Sunday  morning  preceding  his  departure,  he 
preached  in  the  Klopp's  church,^  belonging  to  his 
charge;  having  instructed  a  class  of  catechumens 
before  the  regular  services.  In  the  afternoon  he 
started  to  the  place  of  another  appointment,  but  was 
taken  ill  on  the  way,  and  with  great  difficulty 
reached  the  house  of  one  of  his  members;  where, 


*His  last  sermon,  on  John  xx.  15-14.— Mary  weeping  at  the  grave 
of  Jesus. 
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although  suffering  severely,  he  consented  to  baptize 
a  child.     "Friendly  hands  helped  him  to  stand  long 
enough  to  administer  the  holy  sacrament."     It  was 
the  last  act  of  his  ministry  on  earth.     His  disease 
commenced    with    pneumonia    and  terminated   in  ' 
paralysis.     Everything  was  done  for  him  that  love  f 
and  friendship  could  suggest,  or  medical  skill  de-  [ 
vise,  but  all  in  vain.     His  wife,  being  sent  for,  was  ' 
at  his  bedside,  and  "continued  to  minister  to  him 
with  sad  fidelity  and  affection."    He  died  in  Millers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  on  Thursday  morning,  March 
81st,  1864,  aged  62  years,  2  months,  and  13  days,'^ 
leaving  a  widow  and  ten  children,  with  a  multitude  of 
spiritual  sons  and  daughters,  to  mourn  their  loss. 
He,  the  good  man,  now  rests  in  peace — "  asleep  in 
Jesus." 

On  Tuesday,  the  5th  of  April,  following,  his 
funeral  took  place.  He  was  buried  in  the  new 
cemetery  attached  to  the  old  Tulpehocken  church 
— he  being  the  first  one  laid  in  that  consecrated 
ground. 

Before  leaving  the  parsonage,  a  suitable  hymn  was 
given  out  by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Yeager,  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Some  remarks  were  then  made  by  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Bausman.  An  appropriate  funeral  sermon, 
on  John  xii.  26,  was  preached  by  the  Eev.  J.  S. 
Dubs,  D.  D.,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  deceased. 
"  They  were  companions  in  boyhood,  studied  togeth- 
er, mutually  performed  the  marriage  service  for  each  ^ 
other,  frequently  assisted  each  other  at  communion 

♦Letter  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Leiubach. 
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seasons,  kept  np  a  regular  correspondence,  until,  in 

the  providence  of  God,  the  one  had  to  perform  the 

melancholy  funeral  ceremony  for  the  other.    It  was 

a  sad  task.      Well  might  the  speaker's  heart  be 

:  stirred  with  emotion,  and  his  tears  betray  his  silent 

'  grief."     The  Eev.  George  Wolff  followed  with  some 

I  remarks  in  English,  on  Rev.  xiv.  13.     A  number 

I  of  the  ministers  present  took  part  in  the  services, 

'  among  whom  was  the  venerable  Father  Wagner, 

who  has  himself  also  since  gone  over  the  river,  to 

join,  in  that  better  land,  his  "  brother,  and  companion 

in  tribulation,  and  in  the  kingdom  and  patience  of 

Jesus  Christ." 

There  were  fifteen  ministers  present  on  this  sad 
occasion,  besides  the  three  clerical  mourners.  Of 
these,  ten  were  of  the  German  Reformed  Church 
and  five  of  the  Lutheran.'-^ 

With  feelings  of  mingled  sadness  and  joy  we  here 
lay  down  our  pen.  We  have  performed  a  melan- 
choly duty  in  recording  the  life  and  labors  of  one 
whom  we  learned  dearly  to  love  and  esteem.  But  this 
feeling  of  sadness  is  wonderfully  relieved  by  the 
assurance  that  our  brother  has  gone  to  his  rest,  that 
he  "  fought  the  good  fight,"  that  he  "  finished  his 
course,"  that  he  "  kept  the  faith."  Father  Leinbach 
was  a  sincerely  good  man,  and  a  faithful  servant  of 
Christ.  He  was  generous  even  to  a  fault.  His 
i  hospitality  knew  no  bounds.  His  heart  and  his  house 
■  stood  open  to  the  faltering  steps  of  the  poor  and 
needy  ones  of  earth.     His  heart  was  powerless  to 

*  Qer.  Re/.  Mess.,  April  IStli,  1861. 
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refuse  a  favor.  And  this  noble  generosity,  which 
showed  itself  so  active  in  "alms-deeds"  at  home, 
entered  also  into  all  his.  public  acts,  and  shed  beanty 
and  fragrance  over  his  entire  ministerial  life  and 
activity.  His  genial  and  loving  spirit  was  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  sorrowing  ones  of  Christ's  flock, 
and  he  delighted  to  minister  to  their  wants.  His 
reward  is  that  of  the  faithful  "minister  of  Christ" 
and  "  steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God" ;  for,  as  in 
company  with  others  of  a  like  spirit,  he  "  entered 
in  through  the  gates  into  the  city,"  a  voice  spake, 
saying :  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world :  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave 
me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  I 
was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in ;  naked,  and  ye 
clothed  me ;  I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me ;  I  was 
in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me.  *  *  ^e-  ^ 
Verily  i  say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 
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EEY.  SAMUEL  GUTELIUS. 
1795—1866. 

"We  record  with  unfeigned  pleasure  the  life  and 
labors  of  this  good  man  and  faithfal  servant  of 
Christ.  He  was  indeed  a  "father  in  Israel."  Few 
men  in  the  Eeformed  Church  were  more  extensively 
and  favorably  known  than  Father  Gutelius,  as  he  was 
familiarly  called.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  his  public  life  he  sustained  the  most  excellent 
character,  and  enjoyed  the  universal  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  Church.  Both  as  a  Christian,  and  as 
an  ambassador  of  God,  he  secured  for  himself  an 
enviable  reputation.  Strict  honesty  and  integrity 
were  leading  and  marked  features  of  his  character 
and  life.  All  our  recollections  of  him  are  of  the  most 
pleasant  and  agreeable  nature.  As  in  the  past  his 
praise  has  been  in  all  the  churches,  so  will  he  ever 
hereafter  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance.  His 
long  and  stirring  life  and  abundant  labors  have  em- 
balmed his  memory  in  the  hearts  of  thousands  of 
good  men,  both  in  and  outside  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Charch. 

Mr.  Gutelius  was  born  in  the  town  of  Manheim, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  22d,  1795* 
After  having  acquired  such  an  education  as  the 
ordinary  school  facilities  within  his  reach  afibrded 
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Mm,  and  wishing  to  be  fully  prepared  for  the  min- 
istry of  reconciliation,  he  placed  himself  under  the 
care  and  tuition  of  the  Eev.  Yost  Henry  Fries,  then 
residing  in  Mifflinburg,  Union  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  pursued  his  theological  studies  under  his  super, 
vision.  Having  completed  his  course,  he  was  licen- 
sed, and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry  on  the  3d 
day  of  October,  1822,  during  the  sessions  of  the 
Synod  of  the  German  Eeforrned  Church,  held  in 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  that  year  * 

His  first  field  of  ministerial  labor  was  in  North- 
umberland county,  Pennsylvania,  where,  in  the  be- 
ginning, he  served  six,  and  afterwards  seven  con-, 
gregations,  composing  the  Paradise  charge.  Here 
he  preached  from  the  year  1822,  or  perhaps  a  little 
earlier  already  as  candidate,  to  1828  or  1829  ;  when 
he  received  and  accepted  a  call  from  the  Hanover 
charge,  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania,  composed  of 
five  congregations,  namely,  Hanover,  Christ,  Lis- 
chy's,  Oxford  and  Jefferson.  In  these  congregations 
he  labored  faithfully  and  with  general  acceptance 
for  about  ten  years,  when  he  accepted  a  call  from 
the  Gettysburg  charge,  in  Adams  county.  This 
charge  comprised  the  following  congregations,  viz.  : 
Gettysburg,  Flohr's,  Bender's  and  Mark's.  This 
field  he  served  up  to  1843,  with  his  usual  zeal  and 
energy,  when  he  removed  to  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
and  took  charge  of  the  Conway  street  church,  which 
was,  at  this  time,  involved  in  the  Otterbein  trouble, 
and  became  at  length  entirely  alienated  from  the 

*Syn.  Mill.,  1822,  p.  21 ;  also  Ger.  Re/.  Mess.,  Aug.  8tli,  1866.      ' 
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Synod,  and  the  property  lost  to  the  Reformed  Church. 
He  remained  in  Baltimore  about  three  years — up 
to  1846,  when  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  Abbotts- 
town  charge,  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  com- 
posed of  four  congregations — Berlin,  Oxford,  Hamp- 
ton and  Abbottstown.  In  1849,  two  other  congre- 
gations were  added  to  his  charge,  and  his  place  of 
residence  was  changed  from  Abbottstown  to  Han- 
over, in  York  county.  In  1850,  he  reports  eight 
congregations.  From  the  year  1851  to  1853,  he 
was  pastor  of  the  Emmanuel's  charge,  continuing, 
however,  to  reside  in  Hanover,  as  before.  This 
'  charge  was  composed  of  four  congregations.  With 
Yv^hat  success  he  labored  in  this  field  we  cannot  say ; 
but  we  may  rest  assured  that  he  faithfully  and 
earnestly  discharged  his  duty  as  the  "servant  of 
Christ." 

In  1854,  he  removed  to  MifiEinburg,  Union  count}^, 
Pennsylvania,  where,  for  a  short  time,  he  lived 
without  any  pastoral  charge ;  but  in  the  following- 
year,  1855,  he  received  and  accepted  a  call  from  the 
Freeburg  charge,  in  Snyder  county,  composed  of 
five  congregations,  which  he  continued  to  serve  up 
to  1860.  He  was  now  for  about  two  years,  1861-62, 
without  a  charge.  During  the  following  year  he 
supplied  the  church  in  Tremont.  Soon  afterwards, 
in  1864,  he  took  charge  of  the  Ly kens'  mission  field? 
where  he  continued  to  labor  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.-" 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  pointing  out  the 

*See  Syn.  Min.,  1822-1866,  where  these  clianges  are  found  recorded. 
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various  fields  of  labor  in  whicli  Fatlier  Gutelins 
exercised  his  ministry,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  nature  and  extent  of  his  labors,  and  the  vast 
territory  over  which  his  ministerial  activity  ex- 
tended. In  all  these  different  fields  he  served  with 
that  characteristic  fidelity,  earnestness,  and  energy, 
which  so  peculiarly  distinguished  him  as  a  min- 
ster of  the  Gospel.  Besides  attending  to  these 
strictly  pastoral  duties,  Father  Gutelins  also  labored 
very  extensively  for  the  general  interests  of  the 
Church.  He  was  frequently  chosen  to  attend  the 
meetings  of  Synod,  and,  when  thus  chosen,  he  faith- 
fully attended  to  his  duty,  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
all  that  transpi-red  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  For  a 
time,  also,  he  was  intimately  connected  with  our 
Church  papers,  and  did  a  good  Avork  in  that  particu- 
lar sphere  of  activity.  Wherever,  in.  the  providence 
of  God,  his  lot  was  cast,  he  always  exhibited  his 
characteristic  fidelit}^,  zeal,  and  earnestress.  The 
following  description  of  his  active  life  and  ■  ainistrv 
we  take  from  an  article  published  at  the  time  o^  /  is 
decease,  by  one  who  knew  him  intimately. 

Father  Gutelins,  he  says,  "  became  a  useful  paste  / 
in  spite  of  physical  debility.  From  the  beginning 
of  his  ministry  he  had  to  contend  with  bodily  in- 
firmities. He  fought  a  life-long  battle  with  disease. 
Several  times  he  had  to  cease  preaching.  Once  or 
twice  his  friends  despaired  of  his  hfe.  His  heart 
turned  faithfully  to  his  life-work  as  the  needle  to 
the   pole.     No  sooner  had  he  regained   sufficient 

strength  than  he  returned  again  to  his  pastoral  du- 
13 
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ties.  He  never  was  afraid  that  work  might  shorten 
his  life.  When  he  had  strength  he  toiled,  leaving 
consequences  to  God.  He  often  labored  amid  great 
bodily  sufferings.  He  defied  disease,  endured  pain, 
and  dragged  his  sickly  body  through  thousands  of 
appointments,  and  over  thousands  of  miles.  During 
the  later  years  of  his  life  his  right  arm  was  palsied  ; 
but  the  trembling  limb  could  not  silence  the  glowing 
piety  and  strong  faith.  It  required  no  ordinary 
force  of  character  to  labor  beneath  such  a  burden. 
What  Paul  felt,  he  seemed  to  feel — "  Wo  is  me  if 
I  preach  not  the  Gospel."  He  was  an  indefatiga- 
ble worker,  and  a  solid  preacher.  His  sermons  were 
always  well  prepared.  He  always  -stated  his  points 
clearly.  His  plan  was  well  matured.  A  serious, 
earnest  unction  pervaded  his  discourses.  He  plead 
with  his  hearers  like  a  man  who  expected  to  meet 
them  at  the  bar  of  God.  Indeed,  he  often  reminded 
them  of  that  meeting.  And  now  that  he  is  gone, 
we  pen  these  lines  with  moistened  eyes.  He  was 
truly  an  earnest  man,  and  thought  much  of  his 
future  reckoning.  He  preached  often  and  seemed 
fond  of  it.  In  his  day  he  was  one  of  the  men  who 
were  expected  to  preach  at  the  meetings  of  Synod 
and  of  the  Classes.  During  the  more  active  part  of 
his  life,  he  was  rarely  absent  from  the  meetings  of 
Synod ;  and,  when  present,  always  took  an  active 
part  in  its  discussions,  ISTo  matter  what  duties  were 
assigned  him,  to  the  most  trifling  as  well  as  the  most 
important,  he  attended  with  the  most  conscientious 
diligence  and  care.     At  one  tinje  or  other  he  was  a 
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member  of  nearly  all,  if  not  quite  all,  the  different 
Boards  of  the  Church,  whose  meetings  he  always 
made  it  a  point  to  attend.  He  traveled  thousands 
of  miles,  at  his  own  expense,  to  attend  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Church  in  general."^ 

Mr.  Gutelius  was  twice  married.  He  entered 
into  the  matrimonial  state  with  Miss  Anna  Mary 
Small,  of  York,  Pennsylvania,  December  16th 
182-i.  •  They  lived  together  in  this  happy  state 
about  eleven  years,  when  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  call 
away  from  his  side  the  beloved  partner  of  his  life, 
the  sharer  of  his  joys  and  his  sorrows.  She  is 
buried,  together  with  her  infant  child,  in  the  ceme- 
tery of  the  Reformed  church  at  York,  Pennsylvania. 
On  the  22d  day  of  February,  1838,  he  was  again 
married,  to  Miss  Harriet  Pyle,  also  of  York.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  eight  children,  all  of  whom 
were  living  when  their  aged  and  venerable  father 
was  called  to  his  reward. 

During  his  active  and  fruitful  ministry  of  nearly 
forty -four  years,  Father  Gutelius  served  eight  regu- 
lar pastoral  charges,  besides  acting  as  supply  t-o  sev- 
eral separate  congregations.  His  health,  which  was 
never  very  good,  often  gave  way,  and  at  such  times 
he  either  ceased  preaching  altogether  for  a  season 
or  supplied  vacant  congregations  as  well  as  his 
health  and  strength  would  permit. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1865,  he  was  partially  disa- 
bled by  a  stroke  of  palsy,  from  which  he  had,  how- 
ever, to  a  great  extent,  recovered,  when,  on  the  14:th 

*  Ger.  Re/.  Mess.,  Aug.  22d,  186(3 ;  see  also  Mess.,  Aug.  15th,  1866. 
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of  July,  1866,  lie  had  another  attack  of  the  same 
kind,  by  which  he  was  cjompletely  prostrated  and 
rendered  perfectly  helpless.  After  lingering  on  in 
a  state  of  apparent  unconsciousness  until  Tuesday 
morning  following,  death  put  an  end  to  his  suffer- 
ings, and  brought  him  to  his  everlasting  reward  in 
heaven.  Many  and  arduous  were  the  labors  which 
he  performed  ;  many  and  blessed  the  fruits  resulting 
from  his  long  and  earnest  ministry ;  glorious,  also, 
and  unspeakably  blessed,  will  be  his  reward  in 
heaven. 

As  he  lived  and  toiled  for  the  honor  of  his  Di- 
vine Lord  and  Master,  so  he  died  in  peace,  gently 
falling  asleep  in  Jesus,  July  17th,  1866,  aged  70 
years,  9  months,  and  25  days. 

On  Thursday,  July  19th,  his  remains  were  borne 
by  pious  hands  and  sorrowing  hearts  to  the  ceme- 
tery at  Lykenstown,  and  deposited  in  their  final 
resting  place  with  appropriate  religious  ceremonies. 
The  brethren,  Eev.  J.  Kehm,  F.  J.  Mohr,  and  Eph- 
raim  Kieffer,  were  present  and  attended  to  the  funeral 
solemnities.  Addresses  suitable  to  the  solemn  oc- 
casion were  delivered  by  these  brethren,  and  the 
Divine  benediction  pronounced  over  the  sorrowing 
multitude. 

"  Asleep  iu  Jesus,  0  how  sweet 
To  be  for  such  a  slumber  meet ! 
With  holy  confidence  to  sing 
That  death  has  lost  its  cruel  sting. 
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BEY.  SAMUEL  HELFFENSTEIN   Jun. 

1800—1869. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  memoir  was  the  eldest  ' 
son  of  the  Eev.  Samuel  Helffen stein,  D.  D.,  and  Anna 
Cbristina,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Steitle. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  January 
13th,  1800.  In  early  infancy  he  was  dedicated  to  God 
and  His  blessed  service  in  Holy  Baptism;  and 
after  a  due  course  of  religious  instructions,  when 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  received  by  the 
rite  of  confirmation  into  full  communion  with  the 
German  Reformed  church  on  Race  Street,  Phila- 
delphia, of  Avhich  his  father  was  then  pastor. 

His  earliest  instructions,  in  the  way  of  a  regular 
education,  were  received  in  the  parochial  school 
connected  with  the  said  congregation.  The  instruc- 
tions, at. that  time,  were  exclusively  in  the  German 
language,  Father  Bibighaus  being  their  teacher,  and 
also  the  organist,  and  leader  of  the  singing,  in  the  con- 
gregation. Afterwards  he  was  sent  to  English  schools, 
and  also  received  instructions  in  the  Latin  and 
Greek ;  and,  finally,  having  passed  through  a  reg- 
ular academical  course,  he  graduated  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Philadelphia,  in  company  with  his  younger 
brother,  Albert,  in  the  summer  of  1820. 

In  the  winter  of  1820-'21,  he  spent  a  session  in 
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the  Theological  Seminary  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
institution  being  under  the  control  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church.'^  He  completed  his  studies  pre- 
paratory to  the  ministry,  under  the  tuition  of  his 
father,  in  the  following  year. 

During  the  meeting  of  Synod,  held  in  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  fall  of  1822,  Mr.  Helfienstein 
made  application  for  admission  to  the  ministry  of 
reconciliation.  He  was  referred,  along  with  his  young- 
er brother,  to  the  committee  on  examination;  and, 
having  given  full  satisfaction  and  presented  a  call 
from  a  pastoral  charge,  he  was  admitted  to  ordina- 
tion.f  His  first  field  of  labor,  from  which  his  call 
was  presented  to  Synod,  was  composed  of  four  con- 
gregations, namely:  Shepherdstown,  Smithfield 
and  Martinsburg,  in  Virginia,  and  Sharpsburg,  in 
Washington  county,  Maryland.  He  served  this  field 
with  some  slight  changes,  from  1822,  when  he  was 
ordained  and  set  over  the  charge,  to  the  year  1825. 
He  then  became  associated,  as  assistant,  with  his 
uncle,  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Helft'enstein,  pastor  of  the 
Reformed  church  in  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  and 
others  in  the  vicinity,  and  served  in  connection  with 
him,  for  several  years,  the  congregations  composing 
this  charge,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  additional  ones. 
Suffering  seriously  from  the  consequences  of  a 
severe  spell  of  sickness — bilious  typhoid  fever — 
with  which  he  was  laid  up  while  yet  at  Shepherds- 
town,  Virginia,  he  remained  at  Frederick  only  about 

tFrom  a  paper  drawn  up  by  himself,  in  1858. 
♦Syn.  Min.,  1822,  pp.  6,  8,  9. 
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three  years,  when  he  returned  to  his  father's  house, 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained  for  some  years, 
without  any  pastoral  charge,  preaching  only  occa- 
sionally and  at  uncertain  intervals. 

In  the  year  1832,  he  removed  with  his  parents, 
to  the  family  homestead  in  the  vicinity  of  Gwynedd, 
Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  occu- 
pied during  two  winter  seasons  in  teaching  school. 

In  April,  1834,  he  took  charge  of  the  Boehm's 
church,  in  Montgomery  county.  This  congrega- 
tion, and,  for  two  years,  also,  the  White  Marsh 
church,  he  served  up  to  April,  1844,  when,  in  con- 
sequence of  failing  health,  he  relinquished  the  ac- 
tive duties  of  the  ministry  and  lived  in  retirement, 
first  at  Blue  Bell,  and  for  some  years  at  North 
Wales,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania;  where, 
after  an  illness  of  only  two  weeks,  he  died  on  Friday 
morning,  the  21st  day  of  May,  1869,  aged  69  years, 
4  months,  and  8  days. 

The  Philadelphia  Classis,  then  in  session,  having 
been  apprised  of  his  death,  appointed  a  committee 
to  prepare  a  suitable  minute  in  reference  to  this 
event.  Among  other  things,  thej  say :  "  Our  de- 
parted brother  was  an  earnest  preacher,  a  clear 
thinker,  and  a  forcible  writer.  He  labored  for  many 
years  in  the  ministry,  faithfully  and  successfully, 
and  retired  from  its  active  duties  only  after  impaired 
health  and  declining  years  admonished  him  so  to  do. 
He  still  continued,  in  his  retirement,  to  manifest  a 
lively  interest  in  the  progress  of  the  Gospel ;  and 
at  last,  at  an  advanced  age,  departed  to  his  eternal 
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reAvard,  triumphing  in  that  Kedeemer,  whom,  when 
in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  he  loved  to  preach  to  others." 

A  committee  of  four  ministers  also  was  appointed 
to  attend  his  funeral,  on  behalf  of  tlie  Classis,  and 
bear  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  to  the  afflicted 
famil}^,  and  also  have  it  read  from  the  pulpit,  in 
connection  with  the  funeral  services/^ 

For  many  years,  Mr.  Helft'enstein  lived  a  single 
life.  Portions  of  this  time,  to  him  seasons  of  afflic- 
tion, he  spent  with  his  parents.  On  the  27th  day 
of  May,  18-1:1,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Catharine 
Johnson,  daughter  of  Mr.  George  Worl,  deceased. 
He  had  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
The  younger  of  the  sons  preceded  his  father  to  the 
"  better  land,"  in  1858  ;  the  elder  one  followed  his 
brother  in  1863 ;  the  only  daughter,  and  her  dis- 
consolate mother,  survived  to  mourn  the  death  of 
a  beloved  parent  and  a  faithful  companion.  He 
was  interred  in  the  family  vault  at  North  Wales, 
Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Helft'enstein  was  by  nature  gifted.  His  mind 
also  was  highly  cultivated,  and  stored  with  useful 
knowledge.  His  piety  was  humble  and  sincere.  He 
partook  of  the  general  characteristics  of  the  family 
with  which  he  stood  connected,  and  well  deserves  to 
be  remembered  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  this  coun- 
try, as  one  of  her  faithful  servants.  He  Vv'as  compelled, 
long  before  the  close  of  life,  to  relinquish  the  active 
duties  of  the  ministry,  in  consequence  of  his  many 
bodily  infirmities.    These  are  now  all  forever  passed, 

*Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  June  9th,  1869. 
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and  lie  sleeps  in  peace,  awaiting  "  the  resurrection  of 
the  body,  and  the  life  everlasting  in  the  world  to 
come." 

There  is  a  balm  for  those  who  weep, 

A  rest  for  weary  pilgrims  found, 
They  softly  lie  and  sweetly  sleep 
Low  in  the  ground. 
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EEY.  ALBERT  HELFFENSTEm,  JuN. 

1801—1870. 

He  was  a  native  of  Philadelpliia,  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  HeltYenstein,  D.  D.,  and  Anna  Christina 
Steitle,  his  wife.  He  was  born  March  14th,  1801. 
Having  been  offered  up  to  God  in  baptism,  and 
afterwards  carefully  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  the  Gospel,  he  was  received  into  full 
communion  with  the  German  Reformed  church, 
on  Race  street,  Philadelphia,  by  the  rite  of  confir- 
mation, his  father  being  pastor. 

Mr.  Helffeustein  was  a  graduate  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Philadelphia,  where  he  completed  his  course 
in  1820  ;  he  subsequently  prosecuted  his  theologi- 
cal studies,  along  with  his  elder  brother  Samuel, 
under  the  care  and  supervision  of  his  father.  Along 
with  this  brother,  also,  he  made  application  for  ad- 
mission to  the  holy  ministry,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod,  held  in  Harrisburg,  Penny  si  vania,  in  the 
autumn  of  1822.  He  was  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee that  was  appointed  to  examine  his  brother, 
and  both  gave  equally  good  satisfaction ;  and,  al- 
though he  had  no  call  to  present  to  the  Synod,  yet, 
on  the  statement  of  his  father  that  he  desired  him 
to  become  his  adjunct,  or  assistant,  the  young  man 
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was  admitted   to  ordination  along  with  the  elder 
brother* 

His  name,  however,  does  not  appear  in  the  min- 
'utes  of  1823,  in  connection  with  that  of  his  father,' 
nor  indeed  in  any  other  connection ;  but  in  1824^  | 
we  find  him  reported  as  pastor  of  the  Eeformed  ^ 
congregation  in  Harrisburg,  Pennyslvania.  A  sec- 
ond  congregation,  namely  Schup's,  was  united  with  ^ 
his  charge,  in  1825,  and  later  still,  a  third  one, 
namely  Wenrich's.  The  charge,  as  thus  constituted, 
he  served  for  a  period  of  five  or  six  years,  up  to 
1829  or  '30,  when  he  accepted  of  a  call  from  Ger- 
mantown,  Pennyslvania.  In  1834,  Flourtown  was 
added  to  this  principal  congregation.  He  continued 
to  serve  this  charge  till  1836.  For  some  time  after- 
wards, he  appears  to  have  been  without  any  pastoral 
charge,  as  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the  minutes 
of  the  Synod.  Subsequently,  in  1840,  he  took 
charge  of  Hagerstown,  Salem  and  Funkstown,  Mary- 
land, constituting  at  that  time  the  Hagerstown  charge. 
In  this  field  he  labored  about  two  years,  when,  in 
1843,  he  accepted  a  call  from  what  was  then  called 
the  Third  Church,  Philadelphia,  where  he  contin- 
ued for  the  next  three  years,  to  1846.  For  the  next 
five  years  he  was  without  any  charge,  living  with  • 
his  father  at  Gwynedd,  Montgomery  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. From  the  year  1852,  to  1858,  he  acted 
as  supply  to  the  New  Holland  charge,  in  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  two  following  years, 
1859-1860,  he  supplied  Maytown,  in  the  same  county. 

*  Syn,  Min.,  1822,  pp.  6,  8,  9, 
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From  this  time  to  the  end  of  his  life,  he  was  with- 
out any  charge,  residing  part  of  the  time  still  in  May- 
town,  and  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  at 
the  old  homestead  of  the  family,  in  North  Wales, 
Pennsylvania,  where  also  he  died  on  Monday,  the 
12th  of  September,  1870,  aged  69  years,  5  months 
and  29  days.  On  the  following  Thursday  his  re- 
mains were  borne  to  the  family  vault,  in  North! 
'  Wales,  by  six  of  his  ministerial  brethren,  and  bur- 
ied with  the  appropriate  services  of  the  Church,  in 
which  Revs.  Dr.  Bomberger,  G.  Leidy,  D.  Feete, 
N.  S.  Aller,  S.  M.  K.  Huber,  and  George  D.  Wolff 
took  part. 

Mr.  Helffenstein  was  a  man  of  fine  talents,  sincere 

piety,  good  education  and  pleasant  address.      Like 

the  rest  of  the  family  to  which  he  belonged,  he  was 

a  fluent,  agreeable  and  popular  speaker.  His  sermons 

were  generally  well  prepared — written  out  in  fall, 

if  we  mistake  not,  especially  in  the  earlier  part  of 

his  ministry.     He  was  earnest  and  impressive  in 

his  manner,  and  well  calculated  to  interest  and  move 

an  audience.     His  labors,  too,  were  attended  with  a 

reasonable  degree  of  success.      He  was,   however, 

largely  influenced  by  distinctively  English  modes 

of  thought,  and  also  to  a  certain  extent  carried  away 

by  what  was  technically  called  the  New  Measure 

system,    practically   at   least,    if  not  theoretically- 

This  proved  injurious  to  him  in  prosecuting  the  work 

of  the  ministry  in  the  Reformed  Church.  It  prevented 

him  from  gaining  so  fully,  as  otherwise  he  would 

liave  done,  the  confidence  and  love  of  his  parishion- 
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ers,  and  exercising  so  extensive  an  influence  over 
their  hearts  and  minds,  as  if  he  had  stood  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  distinctive  life  and  spirit  of  the 
Eeformed  Church,  and  her  peculiar  and  time- honor- 
ed customs.  It  is  owing  to  this  fact,  probably,  that 
he  so  often  failed  to  present  to  Classis  a  report 
of  his  labors,  and  that  in  looking  over  the  minutes 
of  Synod,  one  is  unconsciously  impressed  with  the 
feeling  that  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  manner 
and  spirit  of  his  ministry — sometliing  not  in  full 
accord  with  the  Church  in  whose  service  he  stood. 
Injustice  may,  in  this  way,  be  done  to  his  memory. 
His  ministry,  which  extended  over  many  years  of 
e  .  nest  labor,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  as  fruit- 
f '  as  it  probably  was,  and  as  we  should  naturally 
e  :)ect  it  to  have  been.  But  his  life  and  labors,  as 
i  the  case  of  every  servant  of  Christ,  can  be  prop- 
Cx.y  estimated  by  Him  only  who  "sees  the  end 
from  the  beginning"  and  alone  "  knoweth  what  is 
in  man." 

In  addition  to  the  above,  and  as  a  fit  conclusion 
to  this  brief  and  imperfect  sketch,  we  yet  present 
the  following  :^  "  Mr.  Helffenstein  formerlj^  occupied 
prominent  pastorates  in  the  Eeformed  Church  ;  but 
for  some  years  past  his  age  and  bodily  infirmities 
prevented  him  from  continuing  in  charge  of  the 
active  work  of  the  ministry.  The  famih'  to  which 
he  belonged  has  for  generations  stood  in  the  Leviti- 
cal  line.  The  Helffenstein  name  once  held  a  prom- 
inent place  in  nearly  all  the  active  enterprises  of 

*  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  Sep.  21&t ,  1870. 
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the  Eeformed  Churcli ;  but  with  the  death  of  this 
last  member  of  the  family,  in  our  ministerial  ranks, 
it  now  disappears  from  our  roll,  and  only  its  fra- 
grant memory  and  honored  history  remains.  The 
recent  benevolent  gifts  of  the  departed  brother  will 
help  to  keep  alive  this  cherished  memory." 
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EEY.  DANIEL  HEKTZ. 

1796—1868. 

Mr.  Hertz  was   a  native  of  Dauphin   county,  I 
Pennsylvania,  being  born  in  Susquehanna  township 
in  that  county,  not  far  from  Harrisburg,  April  23d, 
1796.  His  parents  were  Lewis  and  Kosanna  Hertz.* 

When  quite  young  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
printing  business  in  Harrisburg;  but  as  this  call- 
ing, with  its  close  confinement,  did  not  agree  with 
him,  and  his  health  began  to  fail,  he  abandoned  the 
printing  office  and  exchanged  the  type-setting  for 
the  brick-laying  business,  which  trade  he  learned 
with  his  eldest  brother.  During  the  winter  season 
he  was  in  the  habit  of  teaching  school ;  and,  being 
of  a  religious  turn  of  mind  and  desirous  of  doing 
his  duty  as  a  Christian,  he  opened  his  school  with 
prayer  and  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  in 
other  respects  also  conducted  the  same  according  to 
Christian  principles. 

In  this  way  he  was  brought  to  the  notice  and 
favorable  regard  of  the  late  Eev.  Isaac  Gerhart, 
who  frequently  visited  his  school  and  became  inter-  * 
ested  in  the  young  teacher.  They  soon  became 
intimate  friends,  and  this  friendship  gradually 
ripened  into  a  strong  and  permanent  Christian  affec- 

*  See  obituary,  Re/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Nov.  4tli,  1868,  by  Rev.  J.  V.Eckert. 
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tion,  and  mutnal  love  and  attachment  to  each  other. 
Their  intercourse  and  exchange  of  sentiments  at 
length  brought  the  young  teacher  to  a  full  deter- 
mination to  devote  himself  to  the  ministry  of  recon- 
ciliation. He  now  resolved  to  prepare  himself  for  this 
responsible  office  and  work,  and  commenced  his 
preparatory  studies  under  the  care  and  supervision 
of  his  clerical  friend,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Gerh art,  who,  at 
that  time,  resided  in  Lykens  Valley,  Dauphin  county, 
Pennsylvania,  as  pastor  of  the  ^lillersburg  charge. 
He  afterwards  studied  another  year  by  the  advice  of 
Synod,  under  the  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.  D., 
in  Philadelphia.  Having  completed  his  theological 
course,  he  was  licensed  for  one  year  by  the  Synod 
of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  at  its  annual  meet- 
ing in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  the  fall  of  1823,  and 
ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of  the  ministr}^  in 
1824."^  He  had,  however,  permission  previous  to 
this  time  to  labor  as  catechist.f  This  accounts  for 
the  fact,  that  a  "  record  of  his  sermons  dates  part 
of  his  ministry  as  early  as  1821."  He  entered 
upon  his  pastoral  duties  regularly  in  the  Ephrata 
charge,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  spring 
of  1823.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  the  Mode- 
creek  church,  where,  strange  to  say,  his  last  dis- 
course also  was  delivered  about  five  weeks  preced- 
ing his  death.  These  discourses,  in  the  same 
church,  were  over  forty-five  years  apart — a  common 
life-time. 


*  Syn.  Mill.,  1823,  p.  23  ;  also  1824,  pp.  7,  20,  27. 
t  Syn.  Min.,  1822,  p.  21. 
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Father  Hertz  had  a  large  and  laborious  charge, 
consisting  of  as  many  as  seven  and  eight  regular 
congregations,  Avith  three  or  four  preaching  points, 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  ministry.  He  was 
never  pastor  of  any  but  the  Ephrata  charge.  The 
Kew  Holland  and  Bethany  charges  once  formed 
integral  parts  of  the  original  Ephrata  charge.  As 
far  as  could  be  ascertained,  he  preached  10,028 
regular  sermons,  and  1,776  funeral  discourses,  arid 
united  in  holy  matrimony  1,136  couple.  His  bap- 
tisms and  confirmations,  being  entered  only  in  the 
records  of  the  different  congregations  vf hich  he  had 
served,  could  not  be  easily  and  accurately  ascer- 
tained. Of  both,  however,  the  number  must  have 
been  very  large. 

The  general  health  of  Father  Hertz  was  excel- 
lent ;  and  he  was,  therefore,  seldom  prevented  from 
attending  to  his  pastoral  duties  by  sickness.     He 
was   very   laborious,  earnest,  and   faithfal   in   his 
ministry,  and  pursued  his  calling  with  the  greatest 
zeal,  diligence,  and  fidelity.     He  was  "instant  in 
season    and   out   of  season."       Like   his   beloved 
Master  he  "  went  about  doing  good."     He  Avas  sys- 
tematic, conscientious,  and  very  particular  in  attend- 
ing to  the  duties  of  his  calling.     His  deportment 
was  consistent,  high-toned  and  manly.     He  never , 
compromised,  nor  suffered   any  one  to  trifle  with  j 
his  ministerial  character.     His  bearing  was  in  full  I 
accord  with  the  requirements  of  the  Gospel,  and  his' 
life  a  "  living  epistle,  known  and  read  of-  all  men." 

He   was   strongly  attached  to  the   Church   of  his 
14 
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choice,  but  at  the  same  time  liberal  and  generous 
towards  members  of  other  denominations. 

His  last  sickness  continued  about  five  weeks. 
He  contracted  a  severe  cold  while  visiting  the  sick, 
by  which  he  was  kept  out  late  at  night.  This  was 
followed  by  dysentery.  Other  complaints  super- 
vened and  complicated  his  disease,  which  finally 
terminated  his  long,  earnest  and  useful  life.  Fully 
prepared  for  death,  and  resigned  to  the  will  of  God, 
his  spirit  passed  gently  over  into  the  home  of  the 
blest — the  "  rest  prepared  for  the  people  of  God." 
He  died  September  22d,  1867,  aged  72  years  and 
5  months,  less  one  day. 

His  funeral  took  place  on  Saturday  following  his 
death.  A  short  service  was  held  at  the  house.  The 
corpse  was  then  taken  to  Lancaster,  where  a  second 
service  was  held  in  the  First  Reformed  church. 
His  remains  were  afterwards  borne  to  the  "  Lancas- 
ter Cemetery,"  attended  by  mourning  friends  and 
acquaintances,  and  interred  in  the  family  lot,  where 
repose  also  the  remains  of  his  wife  and  children 
who  had  preceded  him  to  the  eternal  world. 

Father  Hertz  was  a  man  of  but  ordinary  talents 
and  of  limited  education.  He  had  to  work  his  way 
to  the  ministry  through  poverty  and  opposition, 
and  was  consequently  obliged  to  deny  himself  of 
many  of  the  facilities  for  acquiring  an  extra  and 
finished  education.  His  case  was  that  of  many  of 
God's  most  faithful  servants,  who,  as  regards  the 
present  life,  have  a  heavy  burden  to  bear.  But 
these  sons  of  toil  and  self-denial  have  what  is  far 
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better  than  brilliant  parts  or  classic  lore ;  they  have 
warm,  loving,  confiding  hearts,  courageous  spirits, 
and  high-toned  manliness  and  decision  of  character 
,  — all  elements  essential  to  success  in  life. 

When  these  natural  endowments  are  strength- 
ened and  braced  up  by  the  power  of  a  living  faith, 
and  thus  fully  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  they 
compensate  for  the  absence  of  many  of  the  more 
flashy  and  popular  gifts  and  accomplishments. 
Father  Hertz  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  these 
moral  elements.  Hence,  with  what  might  be  con- 
sidered but  a  very  slender  and  imperfect  prepara- 
tion for  the  ministry,  he  accomplished  a  great  work 
in  his  day.  He  was  faithful  to  Him  who  had 
called  him  to  the  ministry  of  reconciliation;  and, 
with  a  fixedness  of  purpose  and  energy  rarely 
equaled,  pressed  forward  in  the  good  work  of  win- 
ning souls  and  building  up  the  kingdom  of  God  in 
the  world.  His  name  will  long  be  kept  in  grateful 
remembrance  by  those  to  whom  he  ministered  in 
holy  things.  They  are  the  best  and  most  approved 
"  seals  to  his  ministry." 
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KEY.  HENEY  KEOH. 

1799—1869. 

During  tlie  earlier  period  of  his  history,  Mr.  KJroh 
was  an  extremely  active  and  efficient  minister  of  the 
Eeformed  Church  in  the  East ;  and,  later  in  life,  ho 
labored  successfully  as  a  missionary  in  various  parts 
of  the  great  West.  His  ministerial  career,  though 
somewhat  eccentric,  is  full  of  thrilling  interest.  No 
doubt  his  earnest  labors  became  the  means  of  life 
and  salvation  to  many  a  poor  wanderer.  He  was 
very  zealous,  and  always  manifested  a  deep  inter. 
est  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  those  who  were  in- 
trusted to  his  care  and  guardianship ;  and  his  efforts 
proved  successful,  in  several  places,  at  least,  in  build- 
ing up  the  congregations  in  which  he  labored.  The 
following  presents  a  succinct  picture  of  his  diversi- 
fied life  and  labors. 

Henry  Kroh  was  born  on  the  17th  day  of  June, 
1799,  near  Womelsdorf,  in  Tulpehocken  township, 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania.*  His  parents  were 
Henry  Kroh,  and  Barbara,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Reichart.  When  yet  quite  young  he  was  baptized 
by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  William  Hendel — the  younger. 
His  parents  subsequently  removed  thence  into  the 
vicinity  of  Martinsburg,  Virginia,  where  he  was 

*  See  an  article  of  Rer.  F.  Fox,  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  Dec.  Sth,  l869. 
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confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lewis  Mayer,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen.  Two  years  later  he  began  his  studies 
preparatory  to  the  holy  ministry ;  but  the  want  of 
sufficient  means  compelled  him  to  suspend  them 
for  a  time.  Meanwhile,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  was  married  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hendel,to  Miss  Anna 
Maria  Stauch,  of  Womelsdorf,  Pennsylvania.  He  | 
thereupon  resumed  his  studies  under  the  Rev.  Ben- 1 
jamin  German,  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  church  at 
that  place,  and  afterwards  completed  the  same  under 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Helffenstein,  the  pastor  of  the 
German  Reformed  church  in  Frederick  City,  Mary- 
land, where  he  also  served  awhile,  as  assistant  to 
his  preceptor,  in  the  charge.  Having  received  and 
accepted  a  call  from  the  Newtown  and  Pine  Hill 
congregations,  in  Frederick  county, Virginia,  he  ap- 
plied for  license  to  the  Synod  which  met  in  Bed- 
ford, Pennsylvania,  October  1st  1824.  He  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  candi- 
dates ;*  and,  his  examination  proving  satisfactory 
he  was  licensed,  and.  ordained  to  the  office  and 
work  of  the  holy  ministry,  and  placed  over  the  con- 
gregations from  which  he  had  presented  a  call. 
He  remained  in  this  charge  three  or  four  years 
only ;  when,  having  received  and  accepted  a  call 
from  the  congregations  at  Cavetown  and  Leitersburg, 
he  took  charge  of  this  field  in  1827  or  '28.  His 
stay  here  was  very  short,  for  in  1829,  he  became 
pastor  of  the  Lebanon  charge,  in  Pennsylvania,  con- 
sisting, at  first,  of  Lebanon,  Millerstown,  Jonestown, 

*  Syn.  Mi».,  1824,  p.  7.  ~~~  " 
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Campbellstown,  Bindnagel's  and  the  Hill  clinrcli. 
Annville  was  subsequently  added  to  his  field  ;  and, 
in  1833,  the  charge  was  so  changed  as  to  comprise 
only  four  congregations,  namely,  Lebanon,  Jones- 
town, Annville,  and  Campbellstown.  In  this  field 
he  continued  to  labor  with  much  success  until  1836, 
when  he  received  and  accepted  a  call  from  the  Mt. 
Carmel  charge,  in  Wabash  county,  Illinois,  consist- 
ing of  three  congregations.  Here  he  remained  about 
eight  years,  laboring  earnestly  and  faithfully,  not 
only  in  his  immediate  charge,  but  also  in  other 
places  in  the  surrounding  country.  In  1842,  Ave 
find  him  in  Evansville,  Indiana,  where,  however, 
he  appears  to  have  remained  but  a  short  time ;  for, 
in  the  interval  between  1843  and  1844,  he  was  sta- 
tioned in  Jonesboro',  Union  county,  Illinois.  What 
the  extent  of  his  charge  here  was,  we  are  not  able 
to  say.     It  may  have  been  a  kind  of  mission  field. 

For  the  next  three  years,  from  1845  to  1848,  he 
had  charge  of  the  German  Reformed  interests  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  first  year  he  reports  Uvo 
congregations,  then  only  one.  His  labors  here  seem 
to  have  been  blessed ;  for,  in  the  last  two  years  of 
his  ministry,  the  congregation  Avhich  he  served  in- 
creased from  thirty-four  to  eighty  one  members. 
Besides  these  regular  charges,  he  is  said  also  to  have 
supplied  a  number  of  mission  points.  This  mission- 
ary work  seems,  indeed,  to  have  been  his  proper 
sphere.  His  active  nature  fitted  him  peculiarly  for 
an  unsettled  missionar}^  life ;  and  in  this  capacity  he 
did  a  good  service  for  the  Church  both  East  and  West. 
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In  1849,  Father  Kroh  removed  with  his  family 
to  Cahfornia,  expecting  to  establish  the  Reformed 
Church  on  the  Pacific  Coast ;  but  in  this  pleasing 
anticipation  he  was  disappointed.  For  a  while  he 
preached  in  the  mining  districts,  and  also  in  differ- 
ent other  portions  of  the  country,  as  he  had  oppor- , 
tunities  afforded  him ;  and  finally  removed  to  the 
city  of  Stockton,  where,  for  sonie  time,  he  lived  in 
peaceful  retirement,  advanced  in  years,  feeble,  and 
anxiously  waiting  to  be  delivered  from  earth's  toils 
and  cares,  and  looking  for  the  rest  of  the  people  of 
God  and  life  eternal  in  the  world  to  come. 

He  had  ten  children ;  three  of  whom  preceded 
him  to  the  unseen  world.  The  other  seven — three 
sons  and  four  daughters — survived  him.  One  of  his 
sons — the  Rev.  Phillip  H  Kroh — is  an  active  and 
useful  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church,  in  the 
West.  The  mother,  Anna  Maria  Kroh,  died  in  1864, 
in  the  city  of  Stockton,  where  she  also  is  buried. 
After  surviving  his  faithful  companion — the  sharer 
of  his  joys  and  sorrows — five  years,  the  aged  patri- 
arch, full  of  years  and  weary  of  life,  "  died  in  the 
triumphs  of  faith,  and  the  hope  of  a  blessed  resur- 
rection," in  the  city  of  Stockton,  California,  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1869,  aged  70  years,  7  months, 
and  3  days.  On  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  his 
mortal  remains  were  interred  with  appropriate  re- 
ligious ceremonies  in  "  Rural  Cemetery,"  in  that 
city.  The  Rev.  Benjamin  E.  S.  Ely,  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  conducted  the  funeral  services."*^ 

*Bef.  Ch.  Mess.,  Jan.  12tli,1870. 
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EEY.  ISAAC  F.  STIELY. 

1800—1869. 

j  Isaac  F.  Stiely,  the  son  of  George  Stiely  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  John  Faust,  was  born  | 
in  Heidelberg  township,  Berks  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, May  12th,  1800,  and  baptized  in  early  infancy 
by  the  Eev.  Mr.  Boas ;  and,  in  maturer  years,  in- 
structed in  the  doctrines  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism 
and  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Hendel, 
then  pastor  of  the  Hain  church.^ 

He  pursued  his  theological  studies  for  a  short 
time  under  the  Rev.  Frederick  A.  Herman,  and  then 
finished  them  under  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Lein- 
bach.  After  completing  his  course,  in  1824,  he  was 
hcensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Independent 
or  "  Herman"  Synod,  as  it  was  then  called,  and  com- 
menced preaching  in  and  around  Klingerstown, 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  ordained 
October  15th,  1827,  after  having  served  as  licen- 
tiate, according  to  the  practice  then  prevailing,  for 
the  term  of  three  years.  Some  of  the  congrega- 
tions, six  in  number,  composing  his  original  field  of 
labor,  he  served  up  to  the  time  of  his  death — a 
period  of  forty-five  years. 

His  charge  Avas  a  very  laborious  one,  the  congre- 

*Letter  of  Rev.  Jolm  Wolbaoh. 
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gations  being  scattered  over  a  large  district  of  coun- 
try, separated  by  liigli  mountains,  and  located  partly 
in  lower  and  partly  in  upper  Maliantango  Yalley. 
During  the  first  twelve  years   of  his   ministry,  he 
stood  in  connection  with  the  Independent  Synod,  by 
which  he  was  licensed  and  ordained.      In  the  year 
1836,  when  this  Synod,  as  a  body,  returned  to  the 
regular  Synod,^  Mr.  Stiely  and  his  congregations 
also  came  back ;  but,  in  18-11,  when  the  subject  of 
permanently  establishing  and  endowing  our  literary 
and  theological  institutions  came  before  the  Church, 
and  required  ministers  and   congregations  to  assist 
in  procuring  the  necessary  funds,  Mr.  Stiely  again 
withdrew  from  his  ecclesiastical  connections,  and  in 
union  with  some  others  of  the  same  mind,  formed 
the  so-called  "  Free  Synod,"  which,   however,  soon 
collapsed.    For  some  time  after  this  he  stood  wholly 
independent  of  all  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  ;  but,  in 
1860,  feeling  keenly  the  unnaturalness  and  misery 
of  his  position,  he  returned  again  to  the  mother  Syn- 
od, and  continued  in  the  same  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
deeply  regretting  the  course  which  he  had  been  led 
to  pursue.     "  It  is  human  to  err,"  remarks  the  Rev. 
Jared  Fritzinger,t  "  but  Christian  to  confess  and  to 
amend  one's  ways." 

When  received  by  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis, 
the  last  time,  he  wept  bitterly,  and  the  whole  Clas- 
sis wept  with  him.  Whenever,  subsequent  to  his 
return,  he  had  an  opportunity  to  correct  his  former  1 


*Svn.  Min.,  183R,  pp.  7,  22. 
fHaus/7'eund,  January,  1870. 
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errors  among  liis  own  people  and  elsewliere,  lie  did 
so  freelj,  and  in  this  respect  attested  the  sincerity 
and  genuineness  of  his  repentance  and  sorrow  for 
the  evils  committed.  All  honor  to  the  aged  pil- 
grim, who  had  a  sufficiency  of  grace  and  courage 
given  him  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  undo,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  mischief  which  his  unfortunate  course 
had  produced. 

On  the  9th  of  March,  in  the  year  1827,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Knorr,  with 
whom  he  lived  in  peace  and  unity  up  to  the  day  of 
his  death — forty-two  years. 

Father  Stielyhad  a  very  inconvenient  and  labor- 
ious charge.  Hills  and  valleys  separated  his  scat- 
tered congregations,  which,  towards  the  close  of  his 
life  and  ministry,  were  eight  in  number.  Frequent- 
ly he  traveled  thirty  miles  on  a  single  Sunday  to 
meet  his  regular  appointments.  For  ten  or  fifteen 
years  he  always  made  these  journeys  on  foot.  Only 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  had  a  horse  and 
buggy  wherewith  to  perform  his  long  and  weari- 
some trips,  when  going  out  to  meet  his  appoint- 
ments. His  labors  were  abundant  and  arduous. 
After  preaching  long  and  persistently  in  this  exten- 
sive field,  the  good  Lord  called  him  home.  He  died 
at  his  residence  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Sepetmber  13th,  1869,  aged  69  years,  4  months  and 
1  day ;  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  Sa- 
lem church,  leaving  behind  a  disconsolate  widow 
and  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  twentv-five  grandchildren.     Requiescat  in  pace 
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EEY.  JOHN.  H.  CEAWFOED. 

1801—1864. 

This  excellent  man,  and  faithful  servant  of  Jesns 
Christ,  was  born  July  23d,  1801,  near  the  Union 
Mills,  then  in  Baltimore,  now  in  Carrol  county, 
Maryland.  His  father's  name  was  Eobert — his 
mother's  name,  Eva — by  birth  a  Hubbert.  They 
were  both  truly  pious  and  God-fearing  people.  The 
father  belonged  to  the  German  Eeformed  Church — 
the  mother  to  the  Lutheran.  They  usually  attend- 
ed public  service  in  the  church  at  Silver  Eun, 
where  both  denominations  still  worship  together  in 
the  same  house  to  this  day.  In  1856,  his  mother 
was  called  home,  being  nearly  ninety  years  of  age, 
and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the  church  in 
which  for  so  many  years  they  had  worshiped,  by 
the  side  of  her  sainted  husband,  who,  some  years 
previously,  had  passed  over  to  the  eternal  world.* 

John  H.  Crawford,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
after  having  been  duly  instructed  in  the  doctrines 
and  precepts  of  our  holy  religion,  was  received  by 
confirmation  into  full  communion  with  the  German 
Eeformed  Church  at  Silver  Eun,  then  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  the  late  Eev.  Jacob  Geiger ;  through 
whose  influence,  also,  he  Avas  afterwards  induced  to 

*  Letter  of  the  Rev.  John  G.  Fritchey,hy  whom  much  of  the  ma- 
tei'ial  ot  tliis  sketch  was  furnished. 
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Study  for  tlie  ministry.  In  the  month  of  May,  1825, 
he  came  to  our  seminary,  then  located  at  Carlisle) 
Pennsylvania,  and  under  the  supervision  of  the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  Lewis  Mayer.  He  had  prior  to  this 
received  only  an  ordinary  English  education ;  but 
'  being  a  man  of  considerable  talent,  and  of  great  per- 
I  severance  and  intense  application,  he  made  rapid 
I  progress  in  his  studies ;  and,  in  the  spring  of  1828, 
after  a  three  years'  course  stood  a  very  creditable 
examination,  and  was  accordingly  licensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  he  ap- 
phed  to  the  Synod,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Miflflin- 
burg.  Union  county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  after  pass- 
ing his  examination,  was  ordained  to  the  office  and 
work  of  the  ministry,  and  designated  as  a  mission- 
ary to  the  South."^ 

Sometime  during  the  late  autumn  of  this  year,  he 
accompanied  the  Rev.  John  G.  Fritchey  and  wife  to 
ISTorth  Carolina,  having  the  previous  spring  received 
a  call  from  some  congregations  in  Guilford  and  Or- 
ange counties  of  that  State ;  in  which  lield  he  im- 
mediately entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  his  of- 
fice. He  appears  to  have  been  animated  by  the 
true  spirit — the  spirit  of  missions — and  accordingly 
he  took  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  Church.  la  the  Minutes  of  1829,  we 
find,  among  other  things,  the  following  item :  "A 
letter  from  the  brethren  Fritchey  and  Crawford, 
w4ierein  they  represent  the  condition  of  our  Church 
in  North  Carolina  as  very  promising ;  they  mention 

*Syn.  Mill.,  1828,  pp.  17,  24. 
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particularly  that  four,  congregations,  in  Eowan  and 
Cabarras  counties,  offer  to  a  minister  a  salary  of 
$300,  and  urge  the  Synod  to  send  them  a  pastor,  or 
at  least  to  encourage  them  with  the.  assurance  that 
their  request  will  be  complied  with  before  long,  f 
The  Synod  sincerely  rejoiced  in  the  'favorable  ac- 
count which  these  young  brethren  gave  of  the  state  c 
of  the  Church  in  their  vicinity,  and  resolved  to  hand  j 
this  letter  over  to -the  Board  of  Missions,  with  the 
earnest  request  that  a  minister  be  sent  to  them  as 
soon  as  practicable." 

This  record  does  honor  both  to  the  Synod,  and  to 
the  young  brethren,  by  whose  communication  the 
action  was  called  forth. 

Mr.  Crawford  served  these  congregations,  in  which 
his  ministry  was  commenced  in  1828,  with  accept- 
ance and  success,  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  up 
to  1840,  when  he  became  successor  to  his  friend  and 
fellow-laborer,  the  Eev.  John  G.  Fritchey,  as  pastor 
of  the  Eeformed  congregations  in  Lincoln  county,  in 
the  same  State.  This  charge  varied  in  the  number  of 
congregations  composing  it ;  latterly  it  consisted  of 
two  only,  namely,  Grace  and  Bethel.*  In  this  charge 
he  continued  actively  engaged  in  the  service  of  his 
Master  until  the  j^ear  1857,  when  he  accepted  a 
call  from  some  congregations  in  Augusta  county,  ' 
Virginia,  where  he  continued  to  labor  earnestly  and 
faithfully  until  it  pleased  the  good  Lord  to  call  him 
to  his  eternal  rest  in  heaven. 

In  the  spring  of  1829,  Mr.  Crawford  was  united 

*Syn.  Min.,  1850,  Stat.  Report. 
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in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  E.  Spotswood,  of  Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania.  Thej  never  had  any  children, 
but  lived  together  in  great  peace  and  harmony.  She 
survived  him  at  his  death,  and  is  still  living  in 
South  Carolina.  ] 

Mr.  Crawford  was  a  man  of  an  amiable  disposi- 
tion, ardent  piety,  and  sincerely  devoted  to  his  Mas- 
ter's cause.  He  loved  the  Keformed  Church,  and 
was  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  her  service. 
He  was  a  close  student,  a  faithful  pastor,  acceptable 
as  a  preacher,  of  a  noble  and  generous  disposi- 
tion, and  much  beloved,  not  only  among  his  own 
brethren,  but  also  by  Christians  of  other  denomina- 
tions,especially  by  the  Presbyterians,  with  whose  min- 
isters in  the  South  he  was  very  intimate.  He  was 
by  no  means  a  pleasant  speaker ;  for  he  had  a  seri- 
ous impediment  in  his  speech,  being  tongue-tied  by 
a  simple  thread  in  the  center  of  that  organ.  "Hav- 
ing been  neglected  by  his  parents,''  says  the  Rev. 
John  G.  Fritchey,  "I  persuaded  him  to  have  the 
thread  cut  by  Dr.  Simpson,  at  my  house,  in  the 
fall  of  1829,  but  he  never  fully  overcame  the  habits 
previously  formed."  In  personal  appearance  he  was 
agrepable — of  medium  size,  black  hair  and  eyes,  and 
rather  good-looking. 

To  the  above  we  add  the  following  from  anothei 
source:  "Brother  Crawford  was  always  regarded  as 
a  good  man — a  man  who  feared  God  and  loved 
righteousness.  He  was  not  what  you  may  call  an  elo- 
quent preacher ;  but  he  certainly  was  a  sound  preach- 
er, one  who  boldly  and  faithfully  preached  Christ. 
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And  as  far  as  I  know,  and  from  what  I  have  heard 
others  say,  his  life  did  not  contradict  his  preaching 
He  ever  practiced  what  he  preached."* 

Mr.  Crawford  died  at  his  residence  in  Middlebrook, 
'  Augusta  county,  Virginia,  October  9th,  1864,  aged 
63  years,  2  months,  and  16  days.  He  sleeps  in  Jesus 
— the  sleep  of  the  blessed. 

♦Letter  of  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Martin. 
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KEY.  HENRY  WAGNER. 

1802—1869. 

j  Father  Wagner  belongs  to  that  earlier  race  of 
ministers,  who  entered  upon  their  work  when  the 
countries  in  which  they  labored  were  yet  compara- 
tively new  and  uncultivated.  In  some  instances  the 
primitive  forests  were  still  standing,  and  the  thickly- 
wooded  hills  and  valleys  were  infested  with  numer- 
ous wild  beasts.  Difficulties  of  no  ordinary  kind 
were  found  to  encompass  these  early  heralds  of  the 
cross,  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties. 
Hence,  a  peculiar  type  of  character  was  required 
to  fit  them  for  this  difficult  and  sacred  calling ;  but 
the  very  trials  which  they  had  to  encounter,  also 
had  a  tendency  to  develop  and  foster  a  vigorous 
and  manly  spirit,  and  thus  gradually  to  qualify  them 
for  their  office  and  work. 

Father  Wagner's  character  was  strongly  marked. 
He  was  distinguished  for  great  earnestness  and  de- 
termination-elements of  character  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  success  in  life.  He  continually  manifested 
these  peculiarities  in  all  his  actions.  Sometimes 
indeed,  and  especially  to  strangers,  they  gave  an 
appearance  of  sternness  and  severity  to  his  excel- 
lent character.  All  the  circumstances  of  his  child- 
hood and  early  youth  aided  in  forming  this  pecu- 
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liar  type  of  character.  He  was  born  in  a  romantic 
region,  in  Cumru  township,  several  miles  below 
Reading,  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  3d, 
1802,'-^  of  parents  who  belonged  to  the  middle  class, 
being  neither  rich  nor  very  poor.  They  were  hon- 
est and  industrious,  and  accustomed  to  hard  work 
and  a  prudent  economy,  in  order  to  get  along  in 
the  world.  Both  his  parents  were  active  members 
of  the  Church,  and  early  brought  their  infant  son 
and  dedicated  him  to  God  in  hol}^  baptism. 

While  yet  a  mere  infant,  his  parents,  together  with 
his  grandparents  on  the  mother's  side,  moved  to 
Northumberland  county,  and  settled  in  an  equally 
wild  and  romantic  spot,  in  the  vicinity  of  Sunbury, 
Pennsylvania.  They  had  been  here  but  a  short 
time,  when,  in  1806, f  his  grandparents  left  this  re- 
gion of  country,  and  moved  to  Center  county,  tak- 
ing up  their  abode  about  three  miles" below  what 
is  known  as  the  "  Old  Fort."  As  they  had  become 
sponsors  when  Henry  was  baptized,  they  felt  like 
adopting  him  as  their  own  child,  and  accordingly^ 
took  him  along  with  them  to  their  new  home,  he 
being  then  only  about  four  years  of  age.  They 
cared  for  him  just  as  well  as  if  he  had  been  their 
own  child,  sending  him  regularly  to  school,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  from  his  fifth  to  his  twelfth  year. 

In  1814,  his  parents  also  removed  to  Cenetr 
county,  and  rented  a  farm,  which  they  cultivated. 
As  they  very  much  needed  -help  just   then,  the 

*Sketche«  of  Ms  Life  and  Ministry,  Ilaus/reund,  Feb.  4tb,  1869. 
t  Ibid,  Feb.  18th,  imd. 
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father  took  his  son  home,  and  put  him  to  work 
with  him  on  the  plantation.  He  soon  became  fond 
of  the  work ;  but  his  love  of  books  and  study  re- 
mained. In  the  winter  season  he  generally  attended 
school.  The  teacher  was  a  good  one,  highly  edu- 
cated, earnest  and  strict,  exercising  a  salutary  influ- 
ence, in  different  ways,  on  his  pupils.  It  was  es- 
j)ecially  regarded  by  young  Wagner  as  a  great  privi- 
lege to  be  in  a  strictly  English  community,  where 
he  became  familiar  with  the  English  language, 
which  subsequently  proved  to  be  of  great  benefit 
to  him.  When  about  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
attended  a  course  of  catechetical  instructions  under 
the  venerable  Father  Fries,  and  was  then  confirmed 
and  received  as  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
church  in  Aaronsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  spring  of  1825,^  he  entered  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Church,  then  located  at  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania,  and  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lewis  Mayer.  He  remained  in  the  institution 
about  three  years,  when  the  prescribed  course  of 
study  was  completed.  In  April,  1828,  he  com- 
menced preaching  in  the  Paradise  charge,  as  a  li- 
centiate ;  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  he 
appeared  at  the  meeting  of  Synod  held  in  Mifflin- 
burg,  Union  county,  Pa.,  and,  having  presented  his 
call  from  the  Paradise  charge,  he  was,  along  with 
some  other  candidates,  referred  for  final  examina- 
tion to  the  proper  committee,  Father  Hinsch  being 
chairman.        This   committee   reported   favorably 

*Syn.Min.,  1825,  p.  14. 
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and  recommended  the  candidates  for  ordination,"^ 
which  was  according!)^  attended  to  during  the  ses- 
sions of  Synod.  The  committee  of  ordination 
consisted  ot  Revs.  Theodore  L.  Hc^fteditz,  F.  Ra- 
hauser  and  Samuel  Helifenstein,  Sen. 

Immediately  after  the  meeting  of  Synod,  he 
went  to  the  scene  of  his  future  labors;  and,  being 
now  fully  invested  with  the  sacred  office,  he  enter- 
ed at  once  upon  the  duties  of  his  calling.  The 
charge  consisted  of  four  congregations,  namely: 
Milton,  Paradise,  Strawberry  Eidge  and  Muncy. 
"In  this  charge,"  he  says,  "I  made  my  first  trial 
in  the  duties  of  this  sacred  office,  and,  I  can  assure 
you,  it  was  for  me  a  serious  trial." 

The  charge  was  not  in  the  best  condition  when 
our  brother  entered  upon  his  duties  there.  There 
was  a  general  feeling  of  opposition  to  collections 
for  benevolent  purposes  prevailing  among  the  peo- 
ple. They  suspected  the  purity  of  motives  in 
those  who  sought  to  collect  money  for  these  pur- 
poses. He  set  himself  vigorously  to  Avork  to  cor- 
rect this  evil,  and  to  cultivate  a  more  generous  and 
liberal  spirit  in  the  members  of  the  church.  Some- 
times he  became  very  much  discouraged,  and  his 
faith  well  nigh  failed  him;  but  he  continued  to 
persevere  in  the  good  work  of  counteracting  this 
narrow  and  unworthy  spirit ;  and,  by  the  Divine 
blessing,  succeeded  beyond  his  highest  expectations, 
so  that  he  had  full  permission  accorded   him   to 

*Syn.  Min.,  1828,  pp.  15,  24. 
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take   lip   collections   for    the   various    benevolent 
operations  of  tlie  Churcli. 

Another  source  of  trouble  to  our  joung  pastor 
was  the  extensive  prevalence  of  feasting  in  connec- 
tion with  funerals.  Providing  for  the  guests  at 
funerals  was  at  one  time  customary  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  and  in  the  earlier  times  to  a  certain 
extent  unnecessary  and  proper.  At  a  subsequent 
period,  however,  this  strange  custom  became  not 
only  necessary,  but  positively  injurious — leading 
to  all  forms  of  extravagance  and  shameful  excesses. 
In  contending  against  these  abuses,  as  he  tells  us,  he 
sometimes  left  his  zeal  get  the  better  of  his  judg- 
ment, and  so  fell  into  acts  of  imprudence  and  need- 
less severity. 

His  large  field  gradually  extended  itself,  until  it 
embraced,  besides  the  above,  also  Turbutville, 
Blackhole,  AYhite-deer  and  St.  John's,  in  all  eight 
congregations.'^  He  could  thus  preach  only  once 
every  four  weeks  in  each  of  the  congregations,  by 
preaching  twice  a  day.  To  compensate  in  part  for 
this  infrequency  of  regular  Sunday  services,  he 
often  preached  on  week-da}^  evenings  in  school- 
houses  and  other  places  that  were  open  for  him 
and  suited  for  the  purpose.  In  connection  with 
this  extensive  and  laborious  field,  he  also  preached  i 
occasionally  at  Williarasport,  in  Lycoming  county, 
and  other  places,  and  attended  to  ministerial  duties  ; 
even  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  regular  pastoral 
charge.     In  Willi amsport  he  on  one  occasion  held 

»  Sketches  of  his  Life  and  Ministry.— Hanff/rev.nd,  Jan,  7th,  1S69. 
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cateclietical  instructions,  and  subsequently  confirm- 
ed quite  a  large  class  of  young  persons,  and  ad- 
ministered the  communion  to  the  congregation. 
"  My  pastoral  duties  were  sometimes  so  abundant," 
says  lie,  "  that  I  was  compelled  to  be  almost  daily 
on  my  horse ;  and  my  sermons  I  had  to  prepare 
by  night,  and  not  unfrequently  while  travehng  on  ^ 
horseback."  As  it  was  impossible,  in  so  exten- 
sive a  charge,  to  visit  the  families  regularly  in  the 
ordinary  way,  he  would  generally  arrange  it  so  as 
to  go  to  his  distant  churches  on  Saturday,  and  stay 
alternately  with  the  different  families,  getting  the 
neighbors  to  come  together  at  the  house,  when  he  • 
would  hold  a  short  religious  service  of  a  simple  and 
edifying  character.  In  this  way  he  would  make 
up  in  part,  at  least,  for  the  want  of  regular  pastoral 
visitation.  In  this  first  field  of  labor  he  served, 
with  acceptance  and  success,  seven  years. 

In  1835,  he  received  a  call  from  the  Lebanon 
charge,  composed  of  five  congregations,  namely : 
Lebanon,  the  Hill  church,  Jonestown,  Annville  and 
Campbellstown,  in  Lebanon  county,  Penusjdvania. 
In  this  large  and  interesting  field.  Father  Wagner 
spent  the  best  years  aud  vigor  of  his  life.  With 
unabated  zeal  and  energy,  and  with  that  complete- 
ness of  devotion,  which  characterizes  the  true  ser- 
vant of  God,  he  labored  here  for  the  space  of  six- 
teen years.  From  the  extent  of  the  charge,  and 
the  character  and  requirements  of  the  people,  who 
composed  his  spiritual  household,  we  may  easily 
see  how  onerous  and  multiplied  his  duties  mu^t 
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have  been.  In  sucti  a  field,  the  care  of  the  sick 
and  sorrowing  ones,  the  instruction  and  religious 
training  of  the  young,  and  the  burial  of  the  dead, 
would  naturally  demand  a  great  deal  of  a  pastor's 
attention.  Enough  of  a  burden  would  this  part  of 
the  minister's  duty  be,  leaving  out  of  the  question 
entirely  the  regular  Sunday  services. 

During  his  long  pastorate  the  Lebanon  charge  un- 
derwent several  important  changes.  Some  of  the 
original  congregations  were  omitted  and  others  sub- 
stituted in  their  place  ;  and,  in  1846,  the  number  of 
congregations  was  reduced  to  three,  viz. ;  Lebanon, 
the  Hill  church  and  Annville.  Even  as  now  con- 
stituted, the  charge  was  too  extensive  to  be  properly 
attended  to  by  one  man.  Such  charges,  and  the 
enormous  amount  of  labor  and  care  which  they  re- 
quire, have  ruined  many  a  strong  and  robust  con- 
stitution and  hastened  the  unfortunate  pastor  to  a 
premature  grave. 

In  1851,  Father  "Wagner  received  a  call  from  the  Mc- 
Connellsburg  charge,  in  Fulton  county, Pennsylvania. 
In  this  field,  composed  of  three  small  and  widely - 
separated  congregations,  he  labored  for  two  years 
only,  when  he  accepted  a  call  from  Mercersburg, 
where  he  spent  the  next  three  years  of  his  life. 
Here  also  he  labored  with  his  accustomed  zeal  and 
earnestness,  and  accomplished  a  good  work.  His 
services  were  highly  appreciated,  not  only  by  his 
own  members,  but  also  by  the  students  and  profes- 
sors. One  of  the  latter,  after  hearing  some  of  the 
most  able  and  eloquent  preachers  on  the  continent 
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of  Europe,  remarked,  that  in  his  wanderings  he 
often  thought  of  the  simple,  soHd  and  earnest^  ser- 
mons of  Father  Wagner.  The  feehng  was  natural, 
and  what  might  justly  be  looked  for.  His  pulpit 
efforts  were  alwa^^s  of  a  high  order.  He  was  a 
close  and  earnest  student,  and  carefully  prepared 
all  his  discourses.  Whatever  he  had  to  say  was 
said  with  a  realizing  sense  of  its  meaning  and  im-  - 
port.  This  earnestness  in  his  character  made  a 
singularly  strong  impression  on  all  who  had  any 
extensive  intercourse  with  him.  The  very  hesi- 
tancy which  often  attended  his  deliver}^,  was  ex- 
pressive, and  helped  to  deepen  the  impression  made 
by  the  earnest  words  which  he  uttered. 

From  Mercersburg,  Father  Wagner  removed,  in 
the  spring  of  1856,  to  Orwigsburg,  Schuylkill 
county,  Pennsylvania.  His  charge  here  consisted 
of  four  congregations,  viz. :  Orwigsburg,  McKeans- 
burg,  Schuylkill  Haven  and  Friedensburg — all  of 
them  rather  weak  and  widely  scattered.  The  labor 
required  was  entirely  too  much  for  a  man  advanced 
in  life ;  but,  in  the  strength  of  that  same  Divine 
grace,  which,  in  former  days,  had  sustained  and 
comforted  him,  Father  Wagner  prosecuted  his  la- 
bors here  vigorously  and  with  success,  for  a  period 
of  nine  years.  He  had  now  finished  his  appointed 
course.  His  ministry  was  drawing  to  a  close.  He 
had  acted  the  part  of  a  faithful  servant  in  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord,  and  had  borne  the  heat  and  bur- 
den of  the  day  for  some  thirty-six  or  thirty-seven 
years.     His  strength   began  sensibly  to  fail.     Full 
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of  years  and  of  honors,  and  conscious  of  hav- 
ing faithfully  served  his  Lord  and  Master,  he 
now,  in  1865,  resigned  his  charge,  and  relin- 
quished the  active  duties  of  the  ministry,  in  order 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  quiet  and  peace- 
ful retirement  among  the  people  of  his  former  charge, 
in  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania.  To  this  imperfect  sketch 
of  his  ministry  in  the  different  charges  which  he 
so  ably  served,  we  add  the  following  beautiful  pas- 
sage from  the  funeral  discourse  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Johnston.''^  "  This  is  the  historical  record  of  his 
ministry ;  but  in  no  wise  does  it  present  its  labor- 
ious toils,  its  severe  conflicts,  its  inner  life,  or  its 
triumphs.  These  can  never  be  known  until  they 
are  manifested  at  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ. 
They  have  formed  the  current  of  his  life;  and, 
moving  and  blending  together,  they  have  spread 
fertility  and  moral  beauty  in  every  field  where  he 
has  labored.  As  a  theologian  and  as  a  preacher  he 
stood  high  among  his  brethren.  His  sermons  were 
always  well  prepared,  and  replete  with  sound  doc- 
trine and  evangelical  trath.  As  a  pastor,  he  was 
faithful  and  active  ;  as  a  catechist,  he  was  thorough 
and  earnest ;  as  a  father  in  the  ministry,  he  pos- 
sessed the  affections  and  regard  of  all.  His  labors 
in  building  up  the  church  were  arduous  and  suc- 
cessful. His  ministry  has  left  a  sweet  savor,  and 
will  long  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance." 

Mr.   AVagner  was  twice  married.     On  the  20th 
day  of  November,  1828,  he   w^as   thus   solemnly 

*Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  June  9tli,  1869. 
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"united  witli  Miss  Sarah  M.  Wiestling,  of  Harris- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  by  whom  he  had  seven  child- 
ren— three  sons  and  four  daughters;  these  latter, 
with  their  mother,  preceded  him  to  the  eternal 
world.  He  was  married,  a  second  time,  to  Mrs. 
Sophia  P.  Young,  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Schneck. 
They  had  no  children.  She  survives  her  husband, 
and  resides  in  Lebanon. 

In  personal  appearance,  Mr.  Wagner  was  peculiar ; 
tall  and  slender,  but  well  built,  strong  and  robust, 
and  apparently  fitted  to  endure  great  hardships. 
Of  late  years,  however,  his  general  health  had  been 
bad,  and  his  sufferings  great.  His  mind  was  in 
deep  sympathy  with  his  physical  debility,  which 
often  brought  on  dark  forebodings  in  reference  to 
death.  "These  seasons  of  gloom  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  gleams  of  light;  and  doubts  and  fears 
would  give  place  to  peace  and  joy.  In  such  mo- 
ments his  faith  would  triumph,  as  he  felt  that  his 
only  hope  was  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  His 
last  parochial  report  to  Classis  sets  forth  this  point 
with  great  force  and  beauty.  In  it  he  speaks  of  his 
hope,  and  of  his  prospects  for  the  future.  He  de- 
sired to  depart  and  be  with  Christ ;  and  expressed 
his  conviction,  that,  while  his  work  was  apparently 
done  on  earth,  there  was  employment  for  him  in 
another  and  higher  sphere.  Whatever  may  have 
been  his  anticipations  of  death,  he  was  privileged 
to  pass  through  it  gently  and  peacefully."  On  the 
evening  of  Trinity  Sunday,  May  25th,  1869,  while 
intercession  was  made  for  him  in  the  sanctuary,  he 


234  FATHERS   OP   THE   REFORMED   CH¥RCH. 

fell  "  asleep  in  Jesus,"  aged  67  years  1  month,  and 
22  days. 

"  So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away ; 

So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o'er; 
So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day ; 
So  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore." 

Father  Wagner  was  well  known  in  the  Eeformed 
Church  as  an  able  and  earnest  minister,  who  loved  his 
calling  and  faithfully  discharged  its  solemn  duties.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  graduates  of  our  Theological 
Seminary.  He  entered  the  ministry  in  1828,  and 
continued  in  the  active  duties  of  the  pastoral  office, 
until  1865,  a  period  of  thirty-seven  years.  He  was 
thus  permitted  to  complete  forty-one  years  of  min- 
isterial labor  before  he  was  summoned  to  a  higher 
sphere.  Father  Wagner  maintained,  through  a 
long  life,  a  consistent  deportment,  and  was  much 
esteemed  as  a  man  of  exemplary  character.  His 
end  was  peace.*  The  funeral  services  were  at- 
tended by  a  large  number  of  his  brethren  in  the 
ministry ;  many  of  them  took  part  in  them.  Rev. 
F.  W.  Kremer,  his  successor  in  the  church  at  Leba- 
non, paid  a  feeling  tribute  to  his  memory.  His 
burial  took  place  at  the  Hill  church,  where  appro- 
priate sermons  were  preached,  by  Eev.  C.  H.  Lein- 
bach,  in  the  German,  and  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D., 
in  the  English  language.  It  was  a  solemn  and  im- 
pressive occasion.  "After  life's  fitful  fever,  he 
sleeps  well." 

*Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  June  9th,  1869,  Obituary,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Johnston. 
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EEV.  DANIEL  S.  TOBIAS. 

1804—1864. 

Mr.  Tobias  was  one  of  the  pioneer  ministers  in 
tbe  Susqnelianna  country.  When  he  entered  upon 
his  ministerial  labors  in  his  first  charge  in  Blooms- 
burg,  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania,  that  section 
of  country  was  yet  comparatively  new,  and  many 
and  severe  were  the  trials  of  the  settlers  in  that 
early  period,  and  especially  the  trials  of  ministers 
of  the  Gospel.  The  exposure  which  it  required,  as 
well  as  the  large  amount  of  physical  and  intellectual 
labor  which  was  demanded,  to  serve  a  charge  of 
four,  five,  or  six  congregations  in  so  new  and  wild  a 
country,  helped  greatly  to  wear  down  a  man,  and 
bring  on  early  disease  and  premature  death.  To  these 
several  causes  the  physical  infirmity  and  sufferings 
of  Brother  Tobias,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
may  possibly  be  traced.  He  was  a  sincerely  good 
and  earnest  Christian,  an  industrious  and  successful 
I  laborer  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  and  an  orna-  • 
iment  to  the  Christian  ministry.  His  pastoral  la- 
bors, which  extended  over  thirty-six  years  of  his 
life,  were  greatly  blessed,  and  made  the  means  of  I 
life  and  salvation  to  many  of  those  who  were  com-  \ 
mitted  to  his  care  and  supervision. 

The  following  facts  in  reference  to  his  life  and 
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labors  are  taken  from  an  obituary,  prepared  by  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  departed  brother.  We  give 
them  in  bis  own  simple  and  appropriate  words,  as 
far  as  these  are  found  to  answer  our  special  purpose : 
\  "Daniel  S.  Tobias  was  born  in  Beaver  township, 
Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  23d  day  of 
March,  1804.*  In  his  infancy  he  was  baptized; 
and,  in  due  time,  confirmed  and  admitted  into  full 
communion  with  the  German  Reformed  Church. 
He  soon  afterwards  felt  and  evinced  a  desire  to 
study  for  the  holy  ministry.  After  some  prepara- 
tory studies,  pursued  for  several  years,  he  com- 
menced the  study  of  theology  under  the  late  Rev. 
C.  G.  Herman,  and  continued  his  studies  until  he 
received  and  accepted  a  call  from  the  German  Re- 
formed congregations  in  and  around  Bloom  sburg,  Co- 
lumbia county,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  year  1829,  he 
was  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry,  and  installed  as 
pastor,  and  continued  to  serve  the  Bloomsburg  charge 
for  -about  twenty-three  years.  In  1851,  he  received 
and  accepted  a  call  from  the  Rebersburg  charge,  in 
Centre  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  served  these  con- 
gregations  for  about  thirteen  years,  faithfully,  until 
the  time  of  his  death. 

"  During  the  thirty-six  years  of  his  ministry,  he 
preached  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  regular 
sermons,  and  about  seven  hundred  and  fift}^  funeral 
discourses ;  confirmed  six  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
persons,  and  married  five  hundred  and  seventy- six 
couple. 

♦Obituary  by  the  Key.  P.  S.  Fislier.— Ger.  Be/.  Mess.,  Dec,  U,  1864. 
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On  the  9tli  of  February,  1824,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Fisher,  daughter  of  John,  and  sister 
of  the  sainted  Kev.  Eichard  A,  Fisher.  They  lived 
together  in  Christian  harmony  and  peace  nearly 
I  forty-one  years ;  had  eleven  children,  seven  sons 
I  and  four  daughters.  One  son  and  one  daughter 
I  preceded  him  to  the  home  of  the  blessed  in  heaven. 
He  left  a  sorrowing  companion,  six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  to  mourn  his  death.  But  his  deport- 
ment and  the  end  of  his  life  were  such  that  they 
had  no  need  to  sorrow,  "even  as  others  which  have 
no  hope."  His  life  and  conduct  were  such  as  to  as- 
sure them  of  his  interest  in  the  great  redemption, 
and  of  an  inheritance  among  the  saints  in  light.  "  I 
heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying  unto  me,  write: 
blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth :  yea,  saith  the  spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do  follow  them.' ' 
Father  Tobias  was  of  a  quiet,  thoughtful,  and 
retiring  disposition.  Serious,  earnest,  and  honest, 
he  sought  rather  to  please  God  than  to  gain  the 
admiration  of  men.  And  yet  he  was  quite  pleasant 
and  cheerful,  and  proved  himself  a  very  agreeable 
companion.  He  was  a  man  of  much  energy  and 
determination.  His  sermons  were  generally  well 
prepared,  and  delivered  in  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
style.  His  voice  was  clear  and  sonorous,  and  cal- 
culated to  engage  and  keep  the  attention  of  his 
,  hearers.  He  was  emphatically  an  earnest  and  la- 
borious servant  of  Christ,  doing  what  his  enfeebled 
health  and  physical  debility  enabled  him  to  do ;  and 
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when  tlie  last  trying  scenes  of  earth's  pilgrimage 
came  upon  liim,  the  Lord,  whom  he  had  served  so 
long  and  faithfully,  gave  him  strength  and  grace  to 
be  patient  and  submissive.  He  died  in  peace. 
"  His  last  moments  were  calm  and  serene.  He  died 
without  a  struggle  or  groan" — falling  asleep  in  the 
arms  of  his  Redeemer.  "  Happy  soul,  thy  days  are 
ended" — ended  in  the  blissful  vision  of  the  Divine 
Lord  and  Master ! 

Mr.  Tobias  died  in  Rebersburg,  Center  county, 
Pennsylvania,  October  29th,  1864,  aged  60  years,  7 
months  and  6  days. 

The  following  beautiful  lines,  so  full  of  filial  love 
and  affection,  were  written  by  his  son — John.     We 
give  them  as  an  appropriate  conclusion  to  this  sketch : 
ALAS !  MY  FATHER. 
Awake  once  more,  my  slumbering  harp,  awake 
Long  hast  thou  silent  on  the  willows  hung, 
Save  when,  by  fitful  night-winds  sw^ayed, 
One  quivering  chord  wailed  out  the  plaint  of  grief. 
Dpst  thou  not  know,  a  prince  in  Israel, 
A  Christian  hero,  laden  with  the  spoils 
Of  victory,  hath  fallen  at  his  post. 
And  all  his  conquests  yet  remain  unsung  ? 
Hast  thou  no  laurel  wreath  to  twine  around 
The  urn  of  one,  whose  deeds  of  high  emprise 
And  true  philanthropy  have  with  the  good 
And  great  his  name  enrolled  ? 

Ah,  me !  no  echo,  save  the  monotone ; 
Alas !  alas !  my  father,  thou  art  gone  1 
Come,  sacred  muse,  attune  my  trembling  lyre ; 
Bid  it  send  forth  heart-stirring  strains 
Of  other  days,  which  iu  a  thousand  hearts 


PANIEL   S.    TOBIAS.  239 

Shall  waken  pleasant  mem'ries  of  Christ's 
Ambassador,  who,  fearless,  like  Paul, 
Poured  forth  the  thunders  of  a  broken  law, 
Or,  like  ApoUos,  with  persuasive  eloquence, 
Proclaimed  salvation  to  a  guilty  world. 
Tell  how,  unwaveringly,  he  kept  the  faith, 
Fought  the  good  fight,  finished  his  course  with  joy, 
And,  for  the  cross,  received  a  crown  of  life. 

'Tis  all  in  vain.     One  chord  responds  alone ; 

Alas !  alas !  my  father,  thou  art  gone  I 

List !  'tis  the  voice  of  kindred  sympathy, 
Whose  last  appeal,  prompted  by  filial  love. 
Rebukes  my  selfish  grief,  and  nerves  me 
Once  again  to  sweep  the  silent  chords.    Would  that, 
In  fitting  harmonies,  I  might  portray 
His  private  worth — how  he  excelled  in  all 
The  sweet  amenities  of  social  life, 
As  husband,  father,  friend.     E'en  now  I  seem 
To  feel  the  presence  of  his  hand  upon 
My  head.     I  see  the  fond  paternal  smile, 
And  hear  the  words,  "  My  son,"  from  his  sweet  lips 
Again  my  harp  replies  to  that  loved  tone, 
Alas !  alas  1  my  father,  thou  art  gone ! 

Oh,  by  those  thronging  mem'ries,  which  thrill 

My  quiv'ring  heart,  urge  me  no  further  1 

In  vain  shall  honor,  gratitude,  or  love 

Essay  the  tuneful  poAvers,  0  silent  harp ! 

Perchance,  some  bard,  whose  heart-strings  twine  not 

A  stricken  heart,  may  yet.  with  skillful  hand. 

Perform  the  painful,  pleasing  task,  to  me 

Denied ;  and,  by  his  sacred  theme  inspired, 

Pay  a  just  tribute  to  departed  w^orth. 

Come,  bending  willow ;  on  thy  pensive  bough 

My  tuneless  lyre  I  silently  replace. 

Here'  let  it  softly  to  the  night-wind  moan^ 
Alas !  alas !  my  father,  thou  art  gone  I 
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EEV.  JOHN  EEBAUGH. 

1802—1871.  .    i 

This  eminently  pious,  earnest  and  successful  . 
minister  of  Christ  was  born  in  Abbottstown,  Adams  \ 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  September,  1802  *  He 
Lad  tbe  misfortune  to  lose  bis  father  even  before 
he  himself  saw  the  light  of  day.  When  yet  a  boy 
he  removed  with  his  mother  to  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, where  he  received  such  an  education  as  her 
circumstances  enabled  her  to  give  him.  At  the 
same  time  his  spiritual  training  was  by  no  means 
neglected.  The  religious  influences  thus  brought 
to  bear  upon  him  had  their  desired  efi'ect. 

Early  in  life,  already,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  Eirst  German  Reformed  church  of  Baltimore, 
which  occurred  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev. 
Albert  Helffen^tein,  Sen.  He  appreciated  his 
privileges,  and  'sought  to  make  himself  useful  in 
the  congregation.  His  name  accordingly  is  found 
on  the  record  of  the  Sunday-school  connected  with 
that  church,  as  its  first  assistant  superintendent. 
He  thus  early  afforded  evidence  of  his  piety  and 
of  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  cause  of  his  Di- 
vine Master,  as  also  of  his  willingness  to  engage 
in  His  service. 

''*RefrCh7jMess.,Ja.n.  8th,  1871.— Obituary  by  llev.   Dr.   Fisheri 
which  we  have  freely  used. 
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In  Baltimore,  the  Eeformed  Charcb,  just  then, 
had  an  Otterbein,  who,  in  connection  with  some 
other  kindred  spirits,  sought  to  promote  the  cause 
of  piety  and  of  practical  religion  beyond  the  sphere 
of  their  own  immediate  charges.  For  the  purpose 
of  securing  this  object  the  more  effectually,  he 
gathered  around  him  a  number  of  young  men  of 
piety  and  education,  who  had  gifts  for  public 
speaking  ;  and,  furnishing  them  with  a  commission 
of  some  kind,  he  sent  them  out  to  engage  in  a 
series  of  missionary  labors.  Mr.  Eebaugh,  then 
young  and  full  of  zeal,  was  one  of  tliis  number. 
He  labored  in  this  abnormal  capacity  for  several 
years  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  with  effi- 
ciency and  success.  Eventually,  however,  he  be- 
came dissatisfied  with  the  relation  in  which  he 
stood ;  and,  his  heart  yearning  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel with  full  and  proper  authority,  he  procured 
certificates  of  character  and  recommendations  from 
members  of  the  Reformed  church  in  Shippens- 
burg,  and-  Mount  Joy,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  had 
been  for  some  time  laboring,  and  apphed  to  the 
Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church,  Avhich  was  held 
in  Hagerstdwn,  Maryland,  in  September,  1830,  for 
license  and  ordination.  His  application  was  suc- 
cessful, and  he  was  accordingly  ordained  to  the  work  ' 
of  the  ministry,  along  with  several  other  candidates 
for  the  sacred  office,  in  the  church  at  Hagerstown,  on  \ 
the  evening  of  the  30th  of  September,  1880.*  His  ' 
name  appears  on  the  statistical  tables  of  that  year 

Syn,  Min.,  pp.  14, 15, 17. 
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as  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Shippensburg,  Penna. 

In  1831,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Boonsboro' 
cliarge,  Washington  county,  Maryland,  which  then 
consisted  of  four  congregations,  namely,  Boons- 
boro', Sharpsburg,  Cross  Eoads  and  Pleasant  Yal- 
ley.  In  this  field  he  remained  until  1837,  when 
he  removed  to  Greencastle,  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  took  charge  of  the  Reformed  church  \ 
in  that  place,  and  of  several  other  congregations 
in  the  vicinity. 

In  1851,  he  resigned  the  pastorate  of  the  Green- 
castle congregation,  which  was  then  constituted  a 
separate  charge.  He  continued  to  serve  the  church 
at  Middleburg,  five  miles  south  of  Greencastle,  in 
connection  with  other  congregations,  until  he  be- 
came disqualified,  through  disease,  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  in  1863.  During  the  greater  part  of 
this  latter  period,  he  preached  regularly  to  the 
congregations  at  Clearspring  and  St.  Paul's  church, 
Washington  county,  Maryland. 

Both  as  a  man  and  a  Christian,  Mr.  Rebaugh 
stood  very   high.     He  possessed  more  than  ordi- 
nary social  qualities.     He  was  always  full  of  life 
and  animation,  and  withal  kind  and  tender-hearted 
towards  all   with   whom  he  had  any  intercourse.   ' 
Accordingly,  he    was   at  all  times  most  cordially  < 
welcomed  to  the  dwellings  of  those  who  enjoyed  : 
his  acquaintance.  The  attachment  between  him  and  | 
his  friends  was  strong,  and  their  intercourse  Avith  ^ 
each  other  seemed  always  to  be  the  source  of  mu- 
tual pleasure  and  benefit. 
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He   was   a   most  faithful  ana  laboriov     ^.astor. 


He  mingled  much  with  the  people  of  hi-j  charge, 
ever  giving  them  his  personal  interest  and  attention. 

(In  times  of  affliction  and  distress,  especially,  he 
sought  faithfully  to  administer  to  them  the  conso- 
lations of  the  Gospel.  His  peculiar  social  qualities 
fitted  him  for  duties  of  this  nature.  This  imposed 
J  on  him,  however,  a  large  amount  of  labor,  especi- 
ally during  the  latter  part  of  his  ministry,  when 
he  had  to  perform  long  journej's  to  reach  his  peo- 
ple, and  that  over  bad  roads  and  in  all  kinds  of 
weather.  He,  however,  patiently  endured  all  from 
the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  work  to  which  he 
had  devoted  his  life  and  energies. 

As  a  preacher,  Mr.  Rebaugh  was  earnest  and  en- 
ergetic. His  discourses  were  distinguished  for 
their  simplicity  and  directness.  He  excelled  es- 
pecially in  exhortation.  At  communions,  and  on 
funeral  occasions,  which  furnished  special  opportu- 
nities for  this  kind  of  address,  he  generally  appear- 
ed to  great  advantage ;  and  would  often  make  the 
most  forcible  and  moving  appeals  to  the  several 
classes  of  hearers.  In  prayer  he  was  pecuharly 
gifted.  Strangers,  on  listening  to  his  earnest  ap- 
peals to  the  throne  of  grace,  never  failed  to  be  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  his  special  talent  in  this 
sphere.  He  seemed  to  lay  hold  of  the  very  horns 
of  the  altar,  and  to  wrestle  with  God  as  one  who 
was  unwilling  to  give  over  until  he  had  gained  the 
object  of  his  suit. 

His  interest  in  the  Church  at  large  was  very 
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great ;  and  hence  lie  esteemed  it  a  most  precious 
privilege  to  labor  for  the  welfare  of  her  literary 
and  theological  institutions,  as  well  as  for  the  va- 
rious benevolent  operations  in  which  she  was  en- 
listed. The  Church  duly  appreciated  his  efforts  in 
this  direction,  and  accordingly  appointed  him  a 
member  of  the  several  Boards — of  Missions,  of  Edu- 

'■  cation,  and  of  Publication ;  and  generously  continu- 
ed him  in  these  several  relations  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  long  and  active  ministry.  In 
one  or  the  other  of  these  Boards  he  also  frequently 
occupied  the  position  of  President,  and  was  alwaj^s 
attentive  to  the  duties  which  his  official  relations 
imposed  upon  him.  He  was  also  chosen  President 
of  the  Synod  of  his  Church,  which  was  held  in 
Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  in  184:9. 

For  wise  and  holy  purposes,  no  doubt,  an  over- 
ruling Providence  permitted  the  latter  part  of  his 
life  to  be  shrouded  in  a  thick  cloud.  His  residence 
was  on  the  confines  of  the  territory  which  formed 
the  scene  of  conflict  in  our  late  civil  war.  Any 
one  whose  unfortunate  lot  it  was  to  live  in  that 
region  of  country  at  this  time,  knows  something 
of  the  terribly  exciting  scenes  through  which  the 

'  iU-fated  border  citizens  were  frequently  '  called  to 
pass.  More  than  one  strong  mind  gave  way  under 
their   awfully   distracting   influence.     For   a  long 

'  time  they  were  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  warm- 

'  hearted  and  suffering  pastor ;  and,  during  the  fa- 
mous invasion  of  the  North,  under  General  Lee,  in 
the  summer  of  1863,  the  excitement  became  too 
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intense  for  his  ardent  temperament.  His  active 
mind  eventually  gave  way  under  the  fearful  pres- 
sure to  which  it  was  subjected,  and  he  became  per- 
manently deranged. 

Everything  was  done  by  his  friends  that  kind- 
ness, medical  skill,  and  the  deepest  interest  in  his 
behalf  could  suggest.  All,  however,  failed  to  fur- 
nish any  permanent  relief.  He  lingered  on  in  a 
truly  distressing  state  of  mind,  until  a  kind  Provi- 
dence brought  his  sufferings  to  a  close  in  death. 
The  dark  cloud,  which  had  so  long  overshadowed 
his  life,  was  at  length  dissipated ;  and  his  weary 
spirit,  released  from  its  tenement  of  clay,  is  now 
permitted  to  bask  in  the  pure  sunshine  of  heaven. 

He  died  at  the  house  of  one  of  his  friends,  in 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  February  1st,  1871, 
aged  68  years,  5  months,  less  a  few  days. 

"  There  is  a  calm  for  those  who  weep, 
A  rest  for  weary  pilgrims  found, 
They  softly  lie  and  sweetly  sleep 
Low  in  the  ground." 
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KEY.  BERNAED  C.  WOLFF,  D.  D. 

1794_1870. 

De.  Wolff  *  belongs  to  a  family  whose  religious 
history  confirms  the  Divine  promise  and  beau- 
tifully illustrates  the  enduring  presence,  power, 
and  efficiency  of  God's  covenant  mercies — extend- 
ing, like  a  sheen  of  fire,  over  a  thousand  genera- 
tions of  them  that  love  Him  and  keep  His 
commandments.  His  ancestors,  for  ages  past,  were 
pious,  Christian  people,  wonderfully  sustained,  and 
preserved  in  the  "faith  once  delivered  to  the 
saints." 

His  great-grandfather,  Michael  Wolff,  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  the  year  1739,  from  Ober  Hoch- 
stadt,  in  the  Palatinate,  Germany,  near  the  present 
city  of  Spires.  He  brought  with  him  certificates 
of  dismissal  from  the  Reformed  Church,  in  the 
Fatherland,  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  his  two  chil- 
dren— John  Bernhardt  and  Conrad.  He  purchased 
and  settled  upon  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Tulpehocken, 
then  Lancaster,  but  now  Berks  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, upon  a  portion  of  which  the  town  of  Womels- 
dorf  now  stands.  By  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
father  and  his  two  sons,  much  of  this  land  was 

*  This  sketch  is  arranged  prineipaUy  from  an  interesting  article 
in  the  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  Dec.  lith,  1870,  by  Prof.  Theo.  Appel. 
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brought  under  cultivation ;  and  they  were  getting 
along  quite  prosperously,  when,  in  the  year  1746, 
the  father,  while  mowing  in  the  field,  was  struck 
down  with  apoplexy.  [ 

In  November,  1755,  Conrad,  one  of  the   sons, 
was  shot  through  the  body  in  a  fight  with  the  In- 1 
dians.      He  killed  the  savage  who  had  wounded/ 
him,  and  himself  died  the  day  after. 

John  Bernhardt,  unwilling-  to  enter  into  legal 
contests  with  an  unrighteous  step-father,  relin- 
quished his  patrimony,  bade  adieu  to  the  scenes  of 
his  childhood,  and  came,  penniless,  to  Lancaster, 
where  he  indentured  himself,  as  an  apprentice,  to 
the  saddle  and  harness-making  business.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  commenced 
business  for  himself.  About  the  same  time  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Charlotta  Bier,  who 
was  herself,  as  her  ancestors  had  been,  a  member 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  prospered  in  his 
business  ;  became  a  useful  citizen  ;  aided  largely  in 
repressing  the  incursions  of  hostile  Indians,  and 
warmly  espoused  the  national  cause  during  the  war 
of  Independence,  rendering  every  assistance  in  his 
power  in  the  work  of  securing  the  freedom  of  his 
country.  As  he  was  "diligent  in  business,"  so  was 
he  also  "fervent  in  spirit."  His  name  appears  as 
deacon  in  the  charter  obtained  for  the  Reformed 
church  at  Lancaster,  in  1771 ;  an  1,  subsequently,  ^ 
he  discharged,  at  different  times,  the  duties  of  el- 
der, treasurer,  and  trustee.  His  children  were  all 
•  aithfully  brought  up  in  the  nurture  and  admo- 
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nition  of  the  Lord ;  and  all  who  survived,  seven 
in  number,  became  consistent  members  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  faith  of 
the  Gospel. 

An  extract  from  a  letter  written  respecting  him,  in 
1833,  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  will  not  be  uninter- 
esting: "Forty  and  four  years  ago,  during  a  visit 
I  made  to  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  I  sought 
my  grandfather's  grave,  and  found  it  immediately 
in  the  rear  of  the  old  stone  church  in  which  he 
had  worshiped.  While  standing  over  it,  and  read- 
ing the  inscription  on  the  headstone,  a  white-haired, 
feeble  old  man,  leaning  on  his  staff,  approached 
me,  and  asked  me  whether  I  knew  anything  of  the 
person  buried  there.  I  replied  that  I  had  never 
seen  him,  but  that  my  name  was  on  his  tombstone. 
'  Then  you  are  a  relative — perhaps  a  grandson  ? '  I 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  asked  him  whether 
he  knew  anything  about  him.  '  Oh  yes,  I  knew 
him,'  and  he  added  with  emphasis  and  emotion, 
'  he  was  a  good  man,  and  in  his  day  a  pillar  of  the 
Church.'  I  wanted  no  more,  and  lifted  up  the  si- 
lent prayer,  that  all  who  were  named  after  him 
might  have  some  aged  man  to  say  as  much  for  us  as 
he  stood  over  our  graves  and  recalled  the  history 
of  our  lives." 

John  George  Wolff,  the  father  of  Dr.  Wolff, 
learned  the  business  of  his  honored  sire ;  and,  after 
being  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Krause,  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  he  set- 
tled at  Martinsburg,  West  Yirginia.    It  was  here 


BERNARD   C.    WOLFF.  249 

that  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
was  born,  December  11th,  1794 ;  here  too  he  grew 
up  to  manhood,  and  was  cared  for  and  trained  with 
paternal  solicitude. 

Of  the  religious  character  of  his  parents,  and  the 
respect  in  which  they  were  held  b}^  him,  along  with 
the  rest  of  the  children,  a  few  extracts  from  one 
of  his  letters,  written  some  time  prior  to  his  la- 
mented death,  will  best  speak.     He  thus  writes : 

"My  parents  were  educated  after  the  manner  of 
their  fathers.  They  both  attended  catechetical  in- 
structions, and  were  received  into  the  church  at 
Lancaster,  on  Easter  Sunday,  March  24th,  1786,  by 
Rev..  William  Hendel.  My  mother,  from- my  ear- 
liest recollection,  at  a  time  when  there  were  but  few 
professors  of  religion  at  Martinsburg,  and  no  preach- 
ing in  English,  except  occasionally  in  the  court- 
house by  traveling  ministers,  was  strict  in  attending 
to  religious  duties  in  the  family,  and  sought  to  train 
her  children  in  the  fear  of  God.  We  were  taught 
to  recite  our  prayers,  and  passages  from  the  Bible, 
as  soon  as  we  could  well  speak.  I  still  cherish  a 
lively  sense  of  gratitude  to  her,  not  just  for  the 
impressions  made  upon  me  by  the  scriptural  truths 
she  inculcated  at  that  early  period  of  my  life,  but 
for  the  direction  she  gave  my  thoughts  upon  points 
which  I  now  appreciate  as  of  theological  import- 
ance— especially  as  regards  the  Church  and  its 
Sacraments  ....  She  knew  in  whom  she  believed, 
and  died,  as  she  had  lived,  a  pious,  good  woman. 

"It  was  owino-  to  the  exertions  of  mv  father,  in 
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connection  with  Geo.  Doll,  from  Lancaster,  Chris- 
tian Silfer,  from  Germany,  and  Jonathan  Cushwa, 
from  Washington  county,  Maryland,  that  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church  at  Mariinsburg  was  founded; 
of  which  my  father  continued  to  be  an  elder  to  the 
day  of  his  death.  After  the  establishment  of  the 
congregation,  he  ever  took  an  active  part  in  sustain- 
ing it,  consistently  maintained  the  profession  of  his 
faith  in  the  Gospel,  and  gave  liberally  for  the  support 
of  the  institutions  of  the  Church  at  large.  His  house 
was  '  the  ministers'  home,'  and  many  are  the  accounts 
we  have  heard  from  aged  ministers  of  the  generous 
hospitality  and  acts  of  kindness  which  they  re- 
ceived from  him  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  val- 
ley of  Virginia.  As  he  lived,  so  he  died,  trusting 
in  Christ." 

In  an  obituary  of  this  excellent  man,  from  the 
pen  of  a  distinguished  lawyer  and  personal  ac- 
quaintance and  friend,  the  highest  imaginable  tribute 
is  paid  to  his  character  as  a  citizen,  a  neighbor,  and 
a  Christian;  but  we  cannot  here  insert  these  senti- 
ments of  high  regard  from  one  who  spoke  from 
personal  experience  and  a  just  sense  of  what  was 
due  to  a  sincerely  good  and  pious  man  and  a  use- 
ful citizen.  We  proceed  with  our  history  as  fur- 
nished substantially  to  our  hand  by  the  writer  in 
the  Mtssenger.     He  says : 

We  have  entered  into  these  details,  respecting 
the  ancestry  of  Dr.  Wolff,  for  two  reasons :  First, 
because,  to  our  mind,  they  strikingly  illustrate  the 
truth  of  Scripture,  with  which  we  started  out,  that 
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the  mercy  of  tlie  Lord  is  shown  not  only  to  the 
fathers,  but  also  to  the  children  of  those  that  love 
Him  and  keep  His  commandments — even  to  a 
"thousand  generations;"  and,  secondly,  because  in 
the  particular  circumstances  mentioned,  we  find  an 
explanation  of  what  every  one,  who  knew  the  late 
Dr.  Wolff,  must  have  observed  as  a  most  prominent 
trait  in  his  character,  namely,  his  strong  and  unfal- 
tering devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  German  Ee-  * 
formed  Church.  It  was  to  him  emphatically  the 
"  Church  of  his  fathers  "  for  generations  back. 

After  saying  thus  much  on  the  peculiar  social 
and  religious  character  of  Dr.  Wolff*'s  ancestors,  as 
presumptive  evidence  in  favor  of  a  like  religious 
turn  being  given  to  his  own  life  and  character,  we  ■ 
proceed  now  to  recount  the  various  causes,  direct 
and  indirect,  which  aided  in  gradually  forming  his 
rare  and  beautiful  character,  and  finally  determined 
him  to  devote  his  life  and  strength  to  the  work  of 
the  Christian  ministry. 

We  are  told  that  whilst  Dr.  Wolff*  was  yet  a  mere 
child,  listening  to  a  conversation  between  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Hoge,  a  Presbyterian  clergyman,  and  his 
father,  the  thought  entered  his  mind  that  he  ought 
to  become  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  This  early 
impression  was  never  fully  effaced,  but  rather 
deepened  by  what  was  successively  taking  place. 
His  father  sent  him  to  the  best  schools  that  his  na- 
tive place  then  afforded,  where  he  made  rapid  pro-  * 
gress,  and  soon  mastered  some  of  the  higher  branches 
of  the  mathematics.     A  gentleman  of  wealth  and 


252  FATHERS    OF    THE   REFORMED    CHURCH. 

education,  B.  M.  Coulston,  Esq.,  noticing  this  bright- 
ness of  the  boj,  proposed  to  his  father  to  take  him 
to  his  own  home,  a  few  miles  distant  from  Martins- 
burg,  in  order  that  he  might  enjoy  the  higher  edu-   ] 
i  cational  advantages,  which,  by  means  of    private    i 
I  tutors,   Mr.    Coulston   had  provided   for   his    own 
\  children.     Here  he  made  rapid  progress,  especially 
i  in  the  Latin ;    and  enjoyed  also  the  advantage  of 
being  brought  into  daily  contact  with  persons  of 
the  highest  social  culture — some  of  them  members 
of  the  Washington,  Fairfax  and  Dandrige  families. 
Mrs.  Coulston  herself  was  the  sister  of  the  Hon.  John 
Marshall,  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States, 
and  Dr.   Wolft'  uniformly   speaks  of  her  as   the 
model  of  a  refined  Christian  lady. 

It  was  in  this  indirect  and  unlooked-for  way  that 
the  subject  of  our  memoir  was  gradually  acquiring 
not  only  a  superior  education  and  mental  training, 
but  also  that  peculiar  social  polish  and  high-toned 
Christian  character,  for  which  he  was  so  eminently 
distinguished,  and  that  qualified  him  so  peculiarly 
for  the  several  positions  of  honor  and  responsibility 
which  he  was  afterwards  called  to  occupy.  Along 
with  this  more  private  and  silent  preparation,  which 
was  going  on  in  the  heart  and  mind  of  the  aspiring 
youth,  he  also  pursued,  for  some  time,  the  study 
of  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  under  the  care 
and  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Denny,  a  Presbyterian 
clergyman,  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
made  such  progress  as  would  probably  have  fitted 
him  for  admission  to  the  junior  class  in  college. 
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His  father,  about  this  time,  took  him  home  with 
a  view  of  associating  him  in  business  with  himself. 
This  was  a  matter  of  hfe-long  regret  to  Dr.  Wolff, 
whose  thoughts  ran  in  a  different  channel  altogether, 
and  whose  bosom  heaved  with  higher  and  holier 
aspirations.  But  such  was  the  course  which  Provi- 
dence, through  parental  agency,  apparently  marked 
out  for  him ;  and,  as  a  dutiful  son,  he  yielded  for 
the  present  his  own  will  and  wishes  to  the  judg- 
ment of  his  father.  Repressing  his  regrets  and 
youthful  aspirations,  he  applied  himself  to  his  trade 
with  such  assiduity,  that,  when  he  was  only  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  his  father  gave  him  a  half-interest 
in  the  business;  surrendering  to  him,  in  fact,  its 
practical  direction  and  management ;  while  he  him- 
self attended  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm,  adjacent 
to  the  village.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  pur- 
chased his  father's  remaining  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  thenceforth  prosecuted  it  on  his  own  in- 
dividual account.  But  while  thus  engaged  in 
business  pursuits,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  the  higher 
objects  of  life.  He  sought  the  company  of  the 
cultivated  and  refined,  and  improved  himself  by 
reading,  thus  keeping  up  Avith  the  current  hterature 
of  the  day.  His  w^ork-shop  was  the  resort  of  the 
lawyers  and  educated  men  of  the  place.  There, 
while  directing  his  business  and  supervising  his 
hands,  he  listened  to,  and  took  part  in,  extended  dis- 
cussions on  literature,  politics,  history  and  theology. 
All  these  circumstances  acted  as  silent  agents  in 
preparing  him  for  his  special  calling  in  connection 
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witli  the  German  Keformed  Churcli.  From  his 
youth  up,  Dr.  Wolff  took  a  deep  and  lively 
interest  in  the  Church.  Tradition  says  that, 
while  yet  a  young  man,  he  discharged,  with  great 
acceptance  to  his  pastor  and  the  congregation,  the 

.  office  of  deacon,  and  subsequently  that  of  elder. 
During  the  early  part  of  this  period,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Charlotte  Wolff,  of  Chambershurg,  a 
distant  relative,  and  also  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church ;  who  thus  became  the  future  partner  of 
his  labors  and  cares,  and  was  truly  a  most  faithful 
and  efficient  help-meet  to  him  throughout  their  en- 
tire subsequent  life.  She  was  parted  from  him  by 
death,  about  one  year  previous  to  his  own  decease, 
to  be  re-united  in  that  better  land  where  partings 
are  no  more.  They  lived  together  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel,  and  were  always  of  one  heart  and  mind 
in  laboring  for  the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom. 

Their  house,  also,  was  truly  a  "home"  for  the 
various  clergymen  who  passed  through  Martins- 
burg,  especially  for  their  one  beloved  pastors,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Mayer  and  Rev.  Jacob  Beecher.  By  the 
conversation  and  influence  of  these  pious  men,  the 
nobler  thoughts  and  aspirations  of  his  childhood 

I  and  youth  were  again  revived;  and,  without  any 
suggestion  from  abroad,  he  seriously  entertained 
the  idea  of  devoting  himself  to  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  But  grave  difficulties  stood  in  his  way ; 
and  it  seemed  next  to  impossible  for  him  to  break 
loose  from  his  present  surroundings.  The  matter 
was,  therefor?,  postponed  for  the  present.     In  the 
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meanwhile  his  interest  in  the  kingdom  of  God  in- 
creased. He  became  more  active  in  the  congrega- 
tion; attended  with  his  pastor  the  meetings  of 
Synod,  and  matured  inwardly  for  the  great  and 
good  work  which  the  Lord  had  in  store  for  him. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  here  the  significant  fact 
that,  while  on  a  visit  to  his  former  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Mayer,  he  became  so  deeply  interested  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  of  the  Church,  and  saw  so 
clearly  the  necessity  of  having  it  placed  in  better 
circumstances,  financially,  that,  on  his  way  home, 
he  matured  a  plan  for  its  partial  endowment,  by 
raising  $10,000  in  $100  subscriptions.  Aided  by 
his  friends,  and  sustained  by  his  devoted  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Jacob  Beecher,  the  plan  was  successfully  car- 
ried through.  This  was  his  first  effort,  in  a  finan- 
cial way,  to  place  the  educational  institutions  of  the 
Church  on  a  permanent  basis.  It  was  not,  by  any 
means,  the  last;  but  served  rather  as  a  prophecy 
of  what  he  was  destined  afterwards  to  accomplish 
in  this  respect  for  the  "  Church  of  his  Fathers." 

His  interest  in  the  church  at  large  increased. 
He  saw  clearly  that  it  had  a  great  and  peculiar 
work  to  perform,  but  that  without  an  adequate 
number  of  ministers  and  well-conducted  institutions 
of  learning,  it  had  not  the  means  of  sustaining 
itself,  much  less  of  growing  and  prospering.  His 
sympathies  were  deeply  moved  by  its  desolations, 
and  the  earlier  solemn  conviction  that  he  ought  to 
enter  the  ministry  so  powerfully  affected  his  mind 
and  heart,  that  he  could  no  longer  resist  it.    He  ac- 
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cording! J  instituted  measure?  to  wind  up  his  busi- 
ness, and  give  what  of   life  still  remained  to  the 
work   of  the   holy  ministry.     An   awakening  to 
new    hfe    among    the    other    denominations,    in 
the  valley  of   Virginia,  about  this  time,  was  not 
without  its  influence  in  the  final  settlement  of  this 
I  life-question.     His  parents  now  interposed  nO  ob- 
I  jections,  although  the  subsequent  separation  seri- 
'  ously  affected  the  health  of  his  mother.     It  seemed 
to  them  that  it  was  the  hand  of  the  Lord  that  was 
leading,  and  that  it  was  not  for  them  to  interfere. 

It  appears  that,  at  this  time.  Dr.  Wolff  had  a 
very  inadequate  conception  of  the  work  which,  in 
after  life,  he  was  called  to  accomplish.  It  occurred 
to  him  that  he  might  enter  the  ministry  and  serve 
the  Church  in  the  capacity  of  an  agent  of  some 
kind,  in  stirring  up  the  members  and  ministers  to 
greater  zeal  and  a  livelier  interest  in  her  institutions, 
in  order  that  more  liberal  provisions  might  be  made 
for  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Church.  He  had 
scarcely  any  idea  of  ever  becoming  a  regular  pas- 
tor, placing  too  humble  an  estimate  on  his  ability 
and  acquirements  to  think  he  could  qualify  himself 
for  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  ofhce.  His  Divine 
Lord  and  Master,  however,  not  only  brought  him 
fully  into  the  practical  .work  of  the  ministry,  but 
enabled  him  also,  in  connection  vfiih.  it,  to  advance 
to  a  far  greater  extent  than  he  at  that  time  hoped, 
those  general  interests  of  the  Church  on  which  his 
heart  was  set.  An  overflowing  desire  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 
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this  country ;  to  increase  its  ministry  and  elevate 
its  character  in  piety,  liberality,  and  intelligence;  to 
place  its  institutions  on  a  broad  and  substantial  basis, 
so  that  this  branch  of  the  Church  might  accomplish 
the  work  providentially  assigned  to  it — these  were 
the  objects  that  then  and  ever  after  lay  near  his  heart. 
They*  are,  to  some  degree,  the  key  to  the  proper 
comprehension  of   his  life  and  character. 

In  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  on  a  cold 
winter's  day,  we  are  told,  with  the  snow  drifting 
heavily  before  a  high  wind,  he  started  with  his 
wife  and  three  children,  in  a  sleigh,  on  his  way  to 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  York,  leaving  behind 
him  his  pleasant  home  in  Virginia,  and  many  other 
pleasant  things.  After  he  became  settled  at  York, 
and  commenced  his  studies,  the  stern  reality  of 
his  situation  fully  confronted  him.  A  momentary 
reaction  took  place  in  his  feelings,  and  his  courage 
almost  gave  way.  For  a  man  in  his  circumstances, 
and  at  his  age,  it  required  a  large  measure  of  Di- 
vine grace  to  enter  upon  such  a  course  ;  it  also 
now  required  the  same  Divine  gift  to  continue  in 
it.  But  when  the  Lord  calls  laborers  into  His 
vineyard.  He  also  provides  ways  and  means  for 
their  proper  qualification.  It  so  proved  in  the 
present  instance.  By  the  aid  of  God's  grace,  he 
was  enabled  to  endure  unto  the  end,  and  qualify 
himself  fully  for  the  functions  of  the  sacred  office, 
as  his  future  success  in  the  ministr}^  abundantly 
demonstrated. 

When  he  had  completed  his  theological  course,  he 
lY 
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was  examined  and  licensed  to  preacli  the  Gospel  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Synod  held  in  Frederick,  Mary- 
land, in  September,  1832.*  Providence  did  not, 
however,  open  up  to  him  the  way  to  that  specific 
work  which  he  had  marked  out  for  himself ;  but 
regular  calls  from  three  different  pastoral  charges 
were  extended  to  him.  One  of  these  was  from 
Gettysburg ;  the  second  from  Martinsburg  and 
Shepherdstown — a  field  in  which  he  had  labored  suc- 
cessfully as  a  layman;  and  no  doubt  the  natural 
promptings  of  his  heart  inclined  him  strongly  to 
accept  this  call  and  labor  in  his  native  place — the 
home  of  his  parents  and  the  place  of  his  own  ear- 
lier residence.  But  the  other  call  came  from  Eas- 
ton,  the  heart  and  center,  influentially,  of  the  Ger- 
man portion  of  the  Church  ;  and  for  the  spiritual 
advancement  of  the  German  population  he  had  al- 
ways purposed  especially  to  labor — though  himself 
educated  entirely  in  the  English  tongue.  He  accord- 
ingly accepted  this  last  call,  to  Easton,  and  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  of&ce  in  this  field 
in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of  his  age,  not  doubting 
that  he  was  in  the  right  path,  although  it  differed 
so  widely  from  that  which,  in  all  seriousness,  he 
had  marked  out  for  himself.  Thus  strangely  was 
he  led  by  Divine  providence  to  the  proper  work 
and  labor  of  his  life.  Man  proposes — God  disposes. 
His  call  to  Easton  was  of  a  peculiar  nature. 
Hitherto  the  services  of  the  sanctuary  in  this  place 
had  been  conducted  exclusively  in  the  German  lan- 

*  Syn.  Min.,  X832,  pp.,  38,  39. 
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guage  ;  but  time  and  circumstances  had  brought 
about  a  complete  change  in  this  respect.  The  in- 
terests of  the  younger  portion  of  the  Church  im- 
peratively demanded  English  preaching  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly Mr.  Wolff,  then  a  licentiate,  was  called 
to  become  associate  pastor,  in  English,  of  the  ven- 
erable Father  Pomp.  No  choice  could  well  have 
been  more  happy.  Naturally  of  the  same  amiable 
and  kindly  disposition,  they  moved  along  in  peace 
and  harmony  together  for  the  space  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  years — Dr.  Wolff  having  been  ordained, 
in  1832-33,  by  the  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and 
placed  over  the  English  portion  of  the  congrega- 
tion in  Easton,  and  dismissed  to  the  Classis  of 
Maryland,  in  1814:-^5.*  His  labors  in  this,  his  first 
pastoral  charge,  were  highly  appreciated,  and  his 
.name  is  still  held  in  grateful  remembrance,  by  the 
older  members  of  the  congregation,  as  well  as  by 
the  citizens,  generally,  to  whom  he  had  greatly  en- 
deared himself  by  his  kindness  and  gentlemanly 
deportment. 

In  the  year  IS-l-i,  he  received  and  accepted  a  call 
from  the  Third  Church,  in  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
which  he  continued  to  serve  faithfully  up  to  1854 
or  '55,  a  period  of  about  nine  years,  with  great  ac- 
ceptance and  success.  On  the  report  of  his  death 
reaching  Baltimore,  a  meeting  of  the  consistory  was 
called,  and  resolutions  of  the  most  complimentary 
character  passed.  "  To  his  untiring  and  persever- 
ing labors,  during  the  entire  period  of  his  pastor- 

*  Sy.i.  Min.,  1833,  p.  15,  and  1845,  p.  25. 
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ate,"  said  they,  "  and  at  a  pecuniary  loss  to  "himself, 
this  Church  doubtless  owes  its  existence  at  the 
present  day.  Dr.  Wolff,  as  a  Christian  minister,  had 
but  few  equals.  He  was  a  faithful  and  instructive 
preacher ;  and,  as  a  pastor,  he  had  no  superior.  In 
the  social  circle  he  was  affable,  kind,  and  highly 
esteemed ;  and  few  men  were  gifted  with  such  uni- 
versal and  unbounded  sympathy.  The  heart  that 
throbbed  for  others'  woes  is  now  cold  and  still ;  the 
earth  is  settling  down  upon  his  remains ;  his  voice 
is  hushed  forever.  We  shall  no  more  observe  his 
familiar  form  on  the  avenues  of  our  city.  His 
place  here  shall  know  him  no  more  forever.  We 
feel  of  a  truth  that  his  death  has  left  a  void,  which 
possibly  may  never  be  filled.  *  •»  ->^  Xt  is  be- 
fitting that  we  hereby  give  public  expression  to  the 
deep  sorrow  we  feel  at  the  loss  of  our  first,  faithful, 
and  devoted  pastor,  long  intercourse  with  whom, 
and  the  knowledge  of  his  sterling  worth  and  rare 
qualities,  had  so  much  endeared  him  to  us.  ^  * 
In  the  death  of  the  Eev.  B.  C.  Wolff;  D.  D.,  the 
Church  has  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  and  eminent 
ministers,  the  Christian  community  the  presence 
and  co-operation  of  a  dignified  and  sincere  Christian, 
and  society  one  of  her  brighest  ornaments."^ 

At  the  meeting  of  Synod  held  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  in  1852,  Dr.  Wolff  was  elected  to  the 
chair  of  Didactic  and  Practical  Theology,  in  the 
Theological  Seminary,  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  the  of&cers  of  Synod  were  instructed  to 

*iSe/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Dec.  21,  1870. 


BERNARD    C.    WOLrP.  261 

make  out  a  call  to  the  professor -elect.''^  After  long 
and  prayerful  consideration  of  this  call,  he  acceded 
to  the  wishes  of  Synod,  and  was  solemnly  inducted 
into  his  responsible  office  on  the  29th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1854,  the  Eev.  Dr.  J.  W.  Nevin  being 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  inauguration.f  In 
this  highly  important  and  responsible  position  he 
served  the  Church  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  when 
declining  health  and  the  infirmities  of  old  age  in- 
duced him  to  resign  and  spend  the  remainder  of 
his  Hfe  in  peaceful  retirement. 

For  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life,  Dr.  Wolff 
had  been  closely  identified  with  the  history  and 
progress  of  the  German  Eeformed  Church,  to  whose 
prosperity  and  growth  he  had  contributed  his  full 
share.  The  services  which  he  rendered,  and  the 
Avork  which  he  actually  accomplished,  in  this 
branch  of  God's  kingdom,  will  endure  forever; 
and  the  refined  Christian^  spirit,  which  he  always 
cherished,  and  with  which  he  ever  sought  to  imbue 
all  who  came  into  his  presence,  will  also  abide.  He 
will  be  remembered  in  many  a  home  which  he 
cheered  with  his  presence,  and  be  enshrined  in 
many  a  heart  which  he  comforted  by  his  kind 
words  and  judicious  counsels.  How  much  good  he 
accomplished  in  his  day,  eternity  alone  will  dis- 
close 1 

The  following  just  tribute  to  his  memory  is  from 
the  pen  of  the  late  Dr.  J.  F.  Berg,  who  writes  from 

♦Sj-n.  Min.,  1852,  p.  U. 
tSyn.  Min.,  1835,  p.  U. 
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personal  knowledge,  and  presents  briefly,  but 
graphically,  some  salient  points  in  bis  character. 
Among  other  things,  he  writes :  "He  was  a  man 
of  rare  tact,  of  winning  manners,  and  great  kind- 
ness of  heart,  and  few  men  exerted  a  more  marked 
influence  on  the  policy  of  the  German  Eeformed 
Church  than  himself,  before  years  and  growing  in- 
firmities had  weakened  his  strength.  He  was  a 
wise  counselor,  and  ever  ready  in  debate.  No  man 
better  understood  the  art  of  presenting  a  subject 
persuasively.  As  a  pastor  he  was  eminently  faith- 
ful. Few  ministers  were  more  affectionate  in  their 
ministrations  to  the  sick  and  afflicted,  or  more 
happy  in  addressing  consolation  to  the  sorrowing. 
In  his  ordinary  intercourse  with  the  people  of  his 
charge,  and  with  cherished  friends,  he  was  genial 
as  the  sunshine." 

When,  some  years  prior  to  his  death,  he  resign- 
ed his  professorship  in  the  Theological  Seminary, 
and  thus  retired,  as  he  thought,  from  the  active 
duties  of  his  ofBice,  he  designed  spending  the 
evening  of  his  days  with  his  family,  under  the 
shadow  of  our  institutions  at  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania. But  failing  health  and  advancing  years 
could  not  repress  the  activity  of  his  mind.  He 
still  retained  his  position  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Widows'  Fund,  and  did  much  in  that  capacity  to 
give  life  and  impulse  to  this  useful  and  important 
Society.  He  secured,  by  his  untiring  exertions, 
many  contributions  to  its  funds. 

At  the  close  of  our  civil  war,  the  interests  of 
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Franklin  and  Marsliall  College  required  that  its 
endowment  should  be  increased,  and  its  operations 
enlarged.  The  institution  needed  a  larger  faculty, 
and  the  students  better  accommodations  in  the 
way  of  new  and  commodious  baildings  on  the  col- 
lege grounds.  At  first  it  was  thought  that  fifty 
thousand  dollars  would  meet  all  the  demands  in 
the  case.  Dr.  Wolff,  however,  thought  that  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  was  not  too  much ;  and, 
by  his  great  earnestness,  he  succeeded  in  getting 
the  Board  of  Trustees  to  fix  upon  that  amount. 
In  this  view  of  the  case,  he  was  sustained  by  the 
Synod ;  and  the  Church  subsequently  inaugurated 
a  movement  to  secure  this  liberal  addition  to  the 
funds  of  the  College.  So  earnest  was  he  in  this 
matter,  that  he  himself  undertook  to  make  a  be- 
ginning in  raising  contributions  for  this  object, 
and  succeeded  in  securing  many  liberal  gifts  for  it, 
charging  nothing  for  his  services.  It  was,  how- 
ever, a  work  for  which  he  no  longer  possessed  the 
necessary  physical  strength,  and  he  was  compelled 
to  desist  by  an  attack  of  paralysis,  with  which  he 
was  taken  on  his  return  from  a  trip  to  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  Thus  his  last  public  effort  in  the 
Church  was  to  assist  in  placing  the  College  upon  a 
permanent  basis,  financially,  as  his  first  effort  had 
been  to  endow  the  Seminary. 

For  more  than  two  years  previous  to  his  decease, 
he  was  a  great  and  constant  sufferer.  His  tongue, 
which  had  been  so  eloquent  in  proclaiming  the  Di- 
vine love,  refused  now  to  discharge  its   functions ; 
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and  the  pen,  which  had  been  so  long  and  exten- 
fiivelj  employed,  could  no  longer  be  used  to  give 
expression  to  his  struggling  thoughts.  The  mind, 
still  clear  and  strong,  labored  and  strove  heroically 
against  the  encroachments  of  his  physical  infirmi- 
ties. His  life,  which  up  to  this  point,  had  been 
apparently  all  sunshine,  was  now  clouded  over. 
Still,  by  means  of  the  preached  word,  the  Scrip-  ' 
tures,  and  the  prayer-book,  he  was  enabled  to  keep  i 
up  his  communion  with  the  world  of  light  and  life, 
which,  by  faith,  he  saw  beyond  the  dark  clouds. 
Patiently  and  meekly  waiting  for  his  change,  he 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  the  work  of  preparing 
himself  for  his  eternal  home  on  high.  As  in  the 
time  of  health  he  was  always  engaged  in  some- 
thing good  and  useful,  so  in  the  dark  hours  of 
affliction  he  reposed  on  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  and 
continued  to  be  faithful  to  his  Master  to  the  end 
of  life.  The  last  friendly  office  he  discharged  was 
to  present  a  staff"  to  each  of  his  sons.  He  then  pro- 
nounced distinctly  the  name  of  the  sainted  Eauch, 
after  which  he  fainted  away,  and,  in  less  than 
thirty  minutes,  passed  over  from  earth  and  its  sor- 
rows to  the  blissful  communion  of  the  just  made 
perfect  in  heaven,  without  a  struggle,  a  groan,  or 
a  sigh,  just  as  the  autumn  sun  was  setting;  its 
light,  reflected  from  the  evening  clouds,  fell  brightly 
and  gently  upon  the  face  of  the  departed,  as  he  la}^,  ; 
apparently  smiling  in  his  sleep.  It  was  a  beautiful  I 
ending  of  a  long  and  well-spent  life.  '  He  died  in  ' 
Lancaster,    Pennsylvania,  on    Tuesday,  November 


BERNARD    0.    WOLFF.  265 

the  1st,  1 870,  aged,  75  years,  10  mrmtlis.  nnrl  90  rlnjrc 
His  funeral  took  place  on  l<'riclay  following,  and 
was  largely  attended.  Most  of  the  resident  clergy 
of  Lancaster,  and  others  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
were  present.  All  the  services  were  solemn  and 
impressive.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Zacharias,  of  Frederick 
City,  Maryland,  improved  the  occasion  with  an  ap- 
propriate funeral  discourse,  in  which  he  paid  a 
just  tribute  to  the  many  virtues  and  Christian  graces 
that  adorned  the  life  and  character  of  the  deceased. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Nevin  was  also  expected  to  deliver 
an  address,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
it  was  deemed  best  not  to  protract  the  services, 
and  it  was  accordingly  arranged  to  have  it  deliver- 
ed at  some  future  time.  Subsequently  an  appro- 
priate memorial  service  was  held,  on  the  second 
Sunday  in  December. 

Thus  closed  the  services  connected  with  the  fu- 
neral of  a  truly  good  man,  a  faithful,  earnest  and 
laborious  minister  of  Christ,  and  a  devoted  servant 
of  the  Church,  who,  after  laboring  faithfully  and 
successfully  for  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years, 
meekly  and  patiemtly  bearing  the  cross  which  the 
good  Lord  had 'laid  iipon  him,  fell  gently  asleep  in 
Jesus.  "  And  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying 
unto  me.  Write,  blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit, 
that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors ;  and  their 
works  do  follow  them."     Rev.  xiv.  13. 
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KEY.  WILLIAM  C.  BENNET. 

1804—1870. 

The  subject  of"  tliis  sketcli,  William  Crosby 
Benaet,  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N'ew  York,  April 
14tli,  1804.  His  parents  were  Christopher  C.  Ben- 
net  and  Maria,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Crosby.  They  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Church ;  and,  in  early  infancy,  consecrated  their 
son  to  God  in  holy  baptism.  He  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania when  quite  young,  and  united  with  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  From  his  youth  he 
was  of  a  religious  turn  of  mind,  and  early  cherish- 
ed the  desire  of  becoming  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
This  desire  became  at  last  a  fixed  determination. 

He  prosecuted  his  theological  studies  in  the 
Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church,  then  located  at 
York,  Pennsylvania.  After  completing  his  course 
he  made  application  for  licensure  and  ordination  at 
the  meeting  of  Synod  held  in  Frederick  City, 
Maryland,  in  1832.  He  was  referred,  along  with 
a  number  of  other  applicants,  to  a  committee  for 
examination;  which  proving  satisfactory,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  referred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  for  ordination."^     This  committee  subse- 

Syn.  Min.,  1832,  pp.  37,  38. 
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quentl J  reported  that  tliej  had  attended  to  the  duty 
assigned  to  them,  and  ordained  Mr.  Bennet  as  mis- 
sionary to  North  and  South  Carolina.^      In  con-  \ 
nection  with  this  report,  they  also  stated  that  they  ; 
{had  received  from  him  several  letters,  from  which,  » 
as  well  as  from  private  communications,  sent  in  by  f 
his  brethren  in  the  South,  they  learned  that  he  la-  ^ 
bored  faithfully  with  much  success  in  this  mission- 
ary field,  t 

For  a  year  or  two  his  labors  were  confined  mostly 
to  South  Carolina,  where  he  is  reported  as  having 
served  six  congregations,  the  names  and  location 
of  which,  however,  are  not  given.  In  the  minutes 
of  1834,  we  find  him  reported  as  pastor  of  three 
congregations  in  Davidson  county,  North  Carolina, 
namely,  Leonard's,  Peck's  and  Saur's.  These,  with 
two  additional  ones,  he  continued  to  serve  until 
1836  or  '37,  when,  returning  to  the  North,  he  be- 
came pastor  of  the  Shippensburg  charge,  in  Cum- 
berland county,  Pennsylvania.  Here  he  remained 
Several  years,  serving  faithfully  the  four  congrega- 
tions composing  the  charge.  With  what  degree  of  " 
success  he  labored  in  this  field  we  cannot  say,  as 
the  statistical  reports  are  very  defective.  After 
closing  his  labors  in  'this  field,  he  took  charge  of  ^ 
some  congregations  in  and  around  Newville,  in  the  - 
same  county,  and  subsequently    of  Lisbon,  New  : 

Cumberland,  Lewisburg  and  others,  which  he  con-  f 

i  . f 

I      ^Syn.  Miu.,  1833,  p.  34. 

tRev.  John  G.  Fritcliey  speaks  of  his  coming  to  "South  Caroli- 
na, where  he  labored  with  great  acceptance  ;  afterwards  he  came 
to  Nortli  Carolina,  where  he  labored  with  equal  or  greater  success." 
— Letter,  January  i9th,  1872. 
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tinued  to  serve  until  1844,  when  lie  accepted  of  a 
call  to  East  Berlin  and  Oxford,  in  Adams  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  about  two  years, 
when  he  returned  again  to  Cumberland  county,  and 
took  up  his  abode  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  serv- 
ing several  congregations  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
place.  His  labors  here  were  of  a  missionary  char- 
acter, in  which  capacity  he  served  these  congrega- 
tions for  several  years,  until,  in  1849,  he  trans- 
ferred his  labors  to  Liverpool,  Perry  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. Here,  however,  he  continued  only  about 
one  year,  when  he  returned  again  to  Cumberland 
county,  and  served  two  or  three  congregations  in 
and  around  Newburg,  in  connection  with  which  he 
labored  aboat  three  3^ears,  up  to  the  end  of  1853, 
or  the  beginning  of  1854,  when  he  made  his  resi- 
dence permanently  at  the  Boihng  Springs,  in  the 
same  county.  Here  he  continued  to  labor,  partly 
as  pastor  and  partly  as  agent  for  our  church  period- 
icals, up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1870. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Bennet  is  a  peculiar  one.  He 
Tjommenced  his  ministerial  career  as  a  missionary 
in  the  South,  and  this  tour  seems  to  have  given 
tone  to  his  entire  subsequent  history.  He  was 
never  permanently  settled  until  near  the  close  of 
his  ministerial  life,  and  even  then  his  active,  earnest, 
and  roving  disposition  led  him  to  spend  much  of 
his  time  abroad  in  the  capacity  of  an  agent  for  our 
printing  establishment.  He  did  much  in  circula- 
ting our  religious  papers,  and  books  published  by 
and  wherever  he  went,  in  the  pros- 
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ecDtion  of  his  peculiar  work  or  agency,  lie  always 
endeavored  to  make  liimself  useful  in  the  way  of  as- 
sisting his  ministerial  brethren,  among  whom  his 
lot  was  cast.  He  was  a  sincerely  good  and  earnest 
man,  and  a  pleasant  speaker ;  but,  for  some  reason, 
not  very  popular  as  a  pastor.  His  whole  nature 
designated  him  as  a  kind  of  traveling  preacher  or 
missionary ;  and,  as  such,  he  accomplished  a  good 
work  for  the  Church  in  which  he  lived  and  labor- 
ed. His  love  to  the  Eeformed  Church  was  ardent, 
and  his  fidelity  to  her  doctrines  and  practices  un- 
swerving to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  punctual 
in  his  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  Classis  and  of 
Synod,  and  always  took  an  active  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. His  interest  in  the  various  benevolent 
enterprises  of  the  Church,  as  well  as  in  her  liter- 
ary and  theological  institutions,  was  disinterested, 
warm,  and  unabated  to  the  last.  His-  heart  was 
fully  with  the  Church  in  all  these  great  and  im- 
portant interests.  In  his  intercourse  with  others, 
he  was  remarkably  open-hearted,  free  and  cour- 
teous. "He  was  a  congenial  companion,  and  a 
warm  friend.  His  appearance  was  venerable  and 
dignified." 

Mr.  Bennet  died,  after  an  illness  of  four  weeks, 
at  the  Boiling  Springs,  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  April  12th,  1870,  aged,  66  years,  11 
months  and  28  days,  leaving  a  widow  and  two 
sons  to  mourn  his  death.  The  sermon,  at  his 
funeral,  was  preached  by  the  Eev.  John  Ault.  He 
was  assisted  in  the  services  by  the  Kev.  Henry 
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Aurand.  His  f  aneral  was  attended  by  an  unusually 
large  number  of  people.*  He  is  gone  to  bis  rest. 
His  work  on  eartb  is  done,  and  we  look  forward 
confidently  "  to  tbe  resurrection  of  tbe  body, 
and  the  life  everlasting  in  tbe  world  to  come." 

*Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  AprU  27tli,  1870. 
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EEY.  ELIAS  HEINEE,  D.  D. 

1810—1863. 

Elias  Heinek*  was  born  of  lionest  Christian 
parents,  at  Taneytown,  Frederick,  now  Carroll, 
county,  Maryland,  on  the  16th  of  September,  1810. 
His  parents  were  John  Heiner  and  Mary  Cover, 
both  of  whom  were  pious  and  consistent  members 
of  the  Keformed  Church.  His  father  was  for  many 
years  an  elder  in  the  church  at  Taneytown,  and  was 
one  of  its  most  liberal  supporters.  His  house  was 
a  "home"  where  preachers  always  found  a  hearty 
welcome.  His  sainted  mother  died  in  1837,  aged 
44  years.  His  parents  attended  carefully  to  the  re- 
ligious education  of  their  offspring.  Elias  was  the 
oldest  of  eight  children,  and  was  taught  the  Heid- 
elberg Catechism  at  an  early  age.  He  was  required 
to  commit  to  memory  the  questions  and  answers, 
and  with  them  the  proper  proof-texts  in  the  Bible, 
and  thus  from  a  child  his  memory  was  stored  with 
religious  truths,  and  more  or  less  impressed  by 
them.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years,  he  tells  us,  he 
*' indulged  a  hope  of  acceptance  with  God."     On' 

*  The  facts  for  this  sketch,  prepared  at  our  special  request  hv 
Rev.  E,  R.  Esclihach,  have  been  derived  from  the  "Heiner  Memo- 
rial,"  published  bythe  First  Reformed  congregation  of  Baltimore, 
from  a  sermon  entitled  "  Reminiscences  of  a  Quarter  of  a  Century," 
from  a  short  sketch  of  his  life,  left  in  M8.  at  his  decease,  and. 
from  the  Avriter's  personal  knowledge  and  the  archives  of  the 
congregation  he  served.    [See  also  Ger.  Re/,  Meat.,  Nov.  18th, ia63.] 
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the  very  day  that  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  he 
attended  divine  service  in  a  school-house,  near  his 
father's  home,  and  heard  a  sermon  by  Rev.  Daniel 
Zollikoffer,  who  preached  there  occasionally,  which 
awakened  his  mind  to  a  deeper  sense  of  guilt  and  ] 
misery  than  he   had    ever  felt    before,  cand  under  ]  / 
the  blessing  of   God  was  made  the  means  of  his    . 
conversion.     This  was  a  day  of   rejoicing  to  his 
parents,  who  had  often  praj^ed  for  his  conversion,  ' 
and  hoped  that   their  first-born  would  become  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel. 

At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  was  confirmed  by 
the  Rev.  D.  Graves,  a  man  of  devoted  piety,  an 
effective  preacher  and  a  faithful  pastor.  When 
about  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  was  one  day  walking 
with  his  father  in  the  field,  when  he  was  told  that  he 
might  continue  at  school  as  long  as  he  wished,  and, 
if  he  chose,  might  become  a  minister.  This  was 
good  news  to  him,  and  accorded  with  his  earliest 
desires.  It  was  not  wholly  unexpected  to  him, 
however,  for  he.had  known  from  his  father's  prayers 
in  the  family  and  as  he  occasionally  overheard  him 
in  secret,  and  also  from  his  conversation  with 
others,  that  he  had  given  him  to  the  Lord  and  de- 
signed him  for  the  holy  ministry;  but  now  that  he 
was  told  so,  plainly,  and  knowing  that  his  father 
meant   to   give   him   the  necessary  education,  his 

•  ^  ^ade  a  deep  impression  and  filled  him  with 
giadnesb  and  joy. 

In  the  the  fall  of  1826,  he  was  sent  to  Franklin 
Academy  at  Reisterstown.  Maryland,  an  institution 
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under  the  care  of  the  Brothers  Hubbard,  graduates 
of  Yale  College,  where  he  made  good  progress  in 
the  study  of  the  languages  and  the  higher  branches 
of  an  English  education.  In  1829,  he  traveled  to 
the  Western  country  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
which  had  become  impaired.  The  journey  was  an 
advantage  to  him  in  this  respect ;  but,  as  is  so  often 
the  case,  change  of  scenery  and  social  surroundings 
wrought  an  unfavorable  change  in  his  spiritual 
state.  He  was  drawn  into  considerable  backslid- 
ings,  and  began  to  think  of  giving  up  his  prepara- 
tion for  the  ministry.  While  he  thought  of  turn- 
ing his  attention  to  some  worldly  calling,  he  could 
not  get  rid  of  the  idea  that  he  had  been  consecrated 
by  his  father's  prayers  to  the  ministry.  In  the 
spring  of  1830,  he  went  to  Emmittsburg,  Mary- 
land, to  spend  a  few  years  with  his  friend  and 
former  teacher,  Mr.  B.  F.  Hubbard,  and  assist  him 
in  conducting  the  Academy  at  that  place.  Whilst 
residing  there,  a  meeting  of  the  Maryland  Classis 
was  held  in  the  place,  and  a  sermon  was  preached 
at  the  time  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Smaltz,  pastor  of  the 
Reformed  church  in  Frederick  Oity,  which  revived 
his  former  religious  impressions,  and  he  resolved 
anew  to  devote  himself  to  the  Christian  ministry. 
The  summer  of  that  year  was  passed  at  Emmitts- 
burg, in  the  family  of  Mr.  Joshua  Motter,  and  for 
him  and  his  excellent  family  he  cherished  senti- 
ments of  the  sincerest  affection  to  the  day  of  his 
death. 

In  the  fall  of  1830,  he  went  with  Rev.  David 
18 
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Bossier,   then  pastor  of  the  Eeformed  church    at 
Emmittsburg,  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  par- 
pose   of  seeing  and  conversing  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Lewis  Mayer,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Semin-  , 
ary  at  that  place.     He  was  much  pleased  with  this  ' 
visit,  and  with  the  words  of  encouragement  that  Dr. 
Mayer  gave  him.     Before  leaving  the  place,  he  re-  j 
solved  to  enter  the  Seminary,  which  he  soon  after 
did,  and  remained  there  three  years  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  theological  studies.     At  the  end  of  this 
time  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  at  the 
Synod  of  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  in  1833.      He  had 
received  and  accepted  a  call  from  the  Reformed 
congregations  in  and  around  Emmittsburg.     Hav- 
ing taken  charge  of  this  field,  he  was  soon  after- 
wards ordained  to  the  holy  ministry,  as  directed  by 
Synod."^     This  charge,  as  was  usually  the  case  in 
those  days,  was  much  too  large  for  one  man's  ser- 
vices.    It  embraced  six  congregations.     Its  multi- 
plied labors  soon  began  seriously  to  affect  his  health, 
and  for  this  reason  he  remained  in  the  charge  only 
a  little  over  two  years.     During  that   period  he 
preached,  and  lectured  on  the  catechism,  above  500 
times,  besides  riding  some  2,000  miles,  in  attending 
to  the  interests  of  his  charge. 

During  his  pastorate  at  Emmittsburg,  he  was 
married,  October,  1st,  1834,  to  Mary  Wolff,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Catharine  "Wolff,  of  York,  Penn- 
sylvania. The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  Reighley,  pastor  at  the  time 

»Syn.  Miu.,  1833,  pp.  23,  24 ;  iS3i,  pp.  17, 18. 
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of  the  Eeformed  congregation  at  Frederick,  Mary- 
land. His  acquaintance  with  this  family  dated 
from  his  student  days,  and  resulted  in  a  happy  union 
for  life.     They  had  six  children. 

Dr.  Heiner,  finding  that  his  health  was  gradually 
giving  way  under  the  severe  labors  of  the  Emmitts- 
.burg  charge,  was  induced  to  accept  a  call  to  the 
pastorate  of  the  First  Eeformed  congregation  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  in  the  fall  of  1835.  This 
congregation,  at  the  time,  was  involved  in  difficul- 
ties, growing  out  of  conflicting  interests  between 
the  German  and  English  families  worshiping 
there.  As  a  consequence,  its  membership  was 
greatly  reduced,  and  those  that  remained  were  dis- 
tracted and  discouraged.  The  church  was  at  this 
time  very  desirably  located  on  Second  street,  be- 
tween Gay  and  South  streets.  Since  then,  how- 
ever, this  has  become  the  very  center  of  business. 
The  custom-house  and  post-office  are  located 
within  a  few  steps  of  it,  and  the  site  of  what  once 
was  the  Eeformed  church,  on  Second  street,  is  now 
partly  taken  up  by  Holliday  street. 

Dr.  Ileiner  entered  upon  his  ministry,  and 
preached  his  introductory  sermon,  on  the  first  Sun- 
day in  January,  1836.  His  text  was  Genesis  xlv. 
24:  "  See  that  ye  fall  not  out  by  the  way."  In  a 
sermon  he  preached  fifteen  years  afterwards,  as  a 
centennial  memorial  of  the  foundation  of  the  con-, 
gregation,  he  speaks  of  himself  as  "  young  and  in- 
experienced "  when  he  took  charge  of  the  congre- 
gation ;  "  but   looking   to  the  Great  Head   of  the 
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Church,  for  the  guidance  and  help  of  His  Spirit,  the 
scattered  members  were  brought  together  again, 
and  peace  and  harmony  restored." 

In  his  "  Eeminiscences  of  a  Quarter  of  a  Cen- 
tury," a  sermon  preached  to  his  congregation  in 
Baltimore,  in  1861,  he  says :  "  In  the  winter  of 
1839-40,  the  Church  was  graciously  visited  with 
an  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit,,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  year  ensuing  nearly  100  souls  were  added 
to  its  communion."  It  was  by  the  addition  made 
at  this  time  that  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the 
subsequent  prosperity  of  the  congregation. 

The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College,  New  Jersey,  was 
conferred  upon  him  in  July,  1845 ;  and  the  same 
college,  in  1850,  conferred  upon  him  also  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity. 

The  efi&ciency  and  usefulness  of  Dr.  Heiner  as  a 
minister  was  not  confined  to  the  limits  of  his  own 
congregation.  His  zeal  for  the  interests  of  reli- 
gion was  active  in  regard  to  all  the  movements  of 
the  Reformed  Church.  He  took  hold  of  her  cen- 
tenary celebration,  and  became  prominent  as  one 
of  its  most  zealous  advocates  and  promoters.  His 
congregation  caught  his  spirit,  and  contributed  lib- 
erally towards  the  endowment  of  Marshall  College, 
and  for  other  objects  connected  with  the  movement. 

Up  to  this  time  the  Reformed  Church,  as  a  de- 
nomination, had  done  nothing  in  the  way  of  mis- 
sionary effort  among  the  heathen.  What  had  been 
done  was  in  the  way  of  contributions  to  the  funds 
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of  associations,  either  independent,  or  under  the 
control  of  other  denominations.  The  idea  pre- 
vailed to  some  extent,  that,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
ministers,  and  the  great  spiritual  destitution 
throughout  the  Church,  we,  as  a  denomination, 
might  be  excused  from  taking  part  in  this  work — 
that,  if  we  provided  for  the  wants  of  our  people  at 
home,  and  for  the  German  population  coming  in 
amongst  us,  we  were  doing  as  much  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. This  was  not,  however,  the  judgment  of 
Dr.  Heiner.  He  insisted  that  the  one  should  be 
done,  and  the  other  not  left  undone  ;  and  that,  if 
properly  attended  to,  they  would  mutually  aid  each 
other.  In  this  he  was  right ;  and  it  was  owing,  in 
a  great  degree,  to  his  zeal  and  efforts  that  a  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  in  our  Church  was  established. 
In  this  good  work  he  was  nobly  seconded  by  the 
Rev.  Dietrich  Willers,  D.  D.,  of  Seneca  county, 
New  York,  who  was  its  first  President.  He  was 
succeeded  in  this  position  by  Dr.  Heiner,  .and  after 
the  death  of  the  Treasurer,  the  late  Mr.  Jacob  Be- 
sore,  of  Baltimore,  that  office  also  was  entrusted  to 
him,  and  he  efficiently  filled  both  of  these  offices  to 
the  day  of  his  death.  For  the  period  of  about 
twenty  years  he  had  nearly  the  entire  management 
of  the  society  in  his  hands.  One  of  the  last  papers 
that,  in  all  probability,  he  drew  up,  was  the  annual 
report  of  the  society,  which  was  read,  a  few  days 
after  his  death,  before  the  Synod,  at  its  meeting  in 
Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  in  1866.  It  was  one  of  the 
best  ever    read    before  that    body.      It  was    an 
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encouraging  statement  of  tlie  success  of  our  mis- 
sion at  Aintab,  Syria,  presided  over  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Benj.  Schneider.  In  this  mission  he  took  a 
deep  interest,  and  gave  to  its  support  his  prayers 
and  special  efforts  to  the  Last  hour  of  his  life. 

His  zeal  for  the  diffusion  of  the  Gospel  abroad 
did  not  cause  him  to  overlook  the  interests  of  reli- 
gion at  home.  He  had  no  sooner  placed  his  own 
congregation  on  a  firm  footing  than  he  began  to  de- 
vise liberal  things  with  a  view  of  organizing  other 
churches  around  him.  This  was  to  him  a  delight. 
His  first  effort  was  to  recover,  if  possible,  the  Ot- 
terbein  church  property,  in  Baltimore,  and  restore 
it  to  its  original  and  rightful  owners.  In  this,  how- 
ever, he  failed.  We  next  find  him,  in  1844, 
founding  the  Third  Reformed  church  of  Baltimore 
His  own  church  was  fall,  but  not  overflowing  ;  it 
had  means,  but  they  were  not  superabundant ;  yet 
he  dismissed  about  sixty  persons,  some  of  them  his 
most  liberal  supporters,  to  form  the  basis  of  a  new 
congregation,  and  aided  them  with  means  to  under- 
take and  carry  forward  the  enterprise.  Few  men 
would  have  done  as  he  did.  Such  instances  of  en- 
lightened liberality  are  rare  indeed. 

In  1845,  he  aided  by  his  counsel  and  personal  ef- 
forts in  establishing  and  fostering  the  Fourth  Re- 
formed church  of  Baltimore,  which  was  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  Germans. 

There  were  also  other  enterprises  for  the  good 
of  the  Germans  of  Baltimore,  in  which  he  engaged 
with  more  or  less  success.      One  of  these  is  the 
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Fiffh  Beformed  cliurch,  located  on  what  is  called 
the  Point,  which  was  established  in  1856.  An  edi- 
fice was  purchased,  a  congregration  collected,  and 
a  pastor  settled,  largely  through  his  agency.     An- ; 
other  enterprise  in  which  he  embarked  was  the  es- 1 
tablishment  of  a  church  and  congregation   in  con- 1 
nection  with  a  female  college  of  a  high  grade,  at  1 
Mt.  Washington,  near  Baltimore.     This  institution 
was  for  a  time  well  sustained ;  but,  owing  to  the 
political  troubles  in  which  the  country  became  in- 
volved, it  was  made  to  suffer,  and  finally,  about  the 
year  1864,  passed  entirely  from  under  the  control 
of- the  Eeformed  Church. 

Of  the  different  religious  and  benevolent  socie- 
ties of  Baltimore,  Dr.  Heiner  was  a  zealous  and  ac- 
tive member  and  supporter.  In  the  management 
of  the  Bible  and  Tract  societies,  he  was  prominent. 
He  liked  to  be  useful,  and  his  good  judgment  and 
ready  turn  for  business  eminently  qualified  him  for 
the-  management  of  such  associations.  He  was 
entirely  reliable,  and  attended  promptly  to  any  busi- 
ness committed  to  his  hands.  He  was  an  active 
and  efficient  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  movement  for  the  consolidation  of  the 
institutions  at  Mercersburg  and  at  Lancaster,  Penn- 
sylvania ;  and  his  zeal  in  its  favor  contributed 
largely  to  its  ultimate  success.  \ 

He  was  a  member  of  the  original  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  Liturgy  for  the  use  of  the 
Church  ;  and  when,  in  October,  1857,  the  Provi- 
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sional  Liturgj  was  presented  to,  and  accepted  by  tlie 
Synod,  it  had  his  most  cordial  approval.  As  soon 
after  its  publication,  in  1858,  as  copies  could  be  se- 
cured, lie  undertook  at  once  to  introduce  it  in  the 
worship  of  his  congregation;  but,  meeting  with 
some  opposition,  he  soon  omitted  its  use,  and  lost 
his  confidence  in  its  fitness  to  accomplish  the  end 
he  had  in  view  ;  and  from  this  time  forward  he  was 
generally  classed  with  the  opponents  of  liturgical 
worship. 

The  last  good  work  in  which  he  engaged  was 
the  Ter-centenary  Jubilee,  in  commemoration  of 
the  Heidleberg  Catechism,  held  in  1863.  This  oc- 
casion fell  in  precisely  with  his  feelings  and  judg- 
ment. He  was  present  at  the  Convention  held  in 
January,  1863,  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  chosen  one 
of  its  vice-presidents.  This  was  the  last  time  he 
met  the  brethren  in  council.  He  was  then  in  bad 
health,  but  he  took  as  active  a  part  in  the  deliber- 
ations and  business  transactions  of  the  convention 
as  his  strength  would  allow.  He  had  a  bronchial 
affection  for  years,  which  gradually  involved  his 
^  lungs,  and  disabled  him  for  pulpit  service.  His 
great  desire  was  to  retain  his  pastorate  to  the  day 
of  his  death.  For  three  or  four  years  he  relied  upon 
temporary  supplies  for  his  pulpit,  when  he  could 
not  himself  preach.  At  last,  however,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1862,  the  permanent  services  of  the  Eev.  E.  E. 
Eschbach  were  secured  as  assistant  pastor.  From 
this  time,  his  decline  was  more  rapid.  The  last 
sermon  he    preached   was   on   Thanksgiving-day, 
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November  26th,  1862.  His  last  visit  made  to  the 
Church  was  August  •  6th,  1863,  a  daj^  of  thanks- 
giving for  victories,  and  blessings  upon  the  cause 
of  the  union.  From  the  time  of  his  last  visit  to 
the  Church,  his  decline  was  rapid,  and  he  now  sel- 
dom left  his  room.  He  fully  realized  that  the  end 
was  near,  and  awaited  his  departure  with  patient 
calmness.  He  felt  secure  of  his  spiritual  welfare, 
and  made  every  possible  and  necessary  disposition 
of  his  temporal  affairs.  He  gave  instructions  even 
as  to  his  funeral — named  the  friends  whom  especi- 
ally he  desired  to  be  present,  and  also  those  who 
should  be  requested  to  take  part  in  the  services  of 
the  occasion. 

His  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Church 
was  manifest  in  this,  that,  in  his  last  moments,  he 
sent  fraternal  greetings  to  his  brethren  of  the  Synod, 
and  bade  them  an  alTectionate  farewell.  His  last 
audible  words  were  :  "  I  have  all  sufficient  grace." 
Thus  in  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  congregation  he  had  served  as  pastor  for 
nearly  28  years,  he  passed  to  his  reward,  October 
20, 1863,  aged  53  years,  1  month  and  2-i  days.  The 
congregation  claimed  the  privilege  of  interring  his 
remains.  The  church  was  draped  in  mourning  for 
the  funeral  services,  which  took  place  on  the  third 
day  after  his  death.  The  body  was  placed  in  front 
of  the  altar  at  which  he  had  for  so  many  years  offi- 
ciated, where  hundreds  came  to  look  upon  it  for  the 
last  time.  According  to  his  request,  his  associates 
in  the  Grospel,  ministers  of  the  Reformed,  Lutheran 
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Presbyterian,  and  Baptist  Clinrclies,  all  took  some 
part  in  tlie  services  at  the  Churcli,  after  whicli  his 
remains  were  borne  to  Greenmount  cemetery,  Bal- 
timore, when,  at  the  hour  of  sunset,  around  the 
open  grave,  there  was  sung  a  resurrection  hymn, 
and  his  remains  were  committed  to  the  earth. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  made  by  Dr.  Heiner 
some  weeks  before  his  death,  the  Rev.  B.  C.  Wolff, 
D.  D.,  Professor  of  Theology  at  Mercersburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, preached  a  memorial  sermon,  in  the  Sec- 
ond street  church,  Baltimore,  November  15th,  1863, 
in  the  midst  of  the  congregation  in  which  he  lived, 
labored,  and  died. 

Dr.  Heiner  was  a  man  of  good  size  and  appear- 
ance, agreeable  in  person,  courteous  in  manners,  and 
gentle  in  disposition.  While  he  was  quick  in  his 
impulses,  he  was  at  the  same  time  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  No  one  was  more  willing  to  be 
reconciled  to  an  adversary ;  and  when  he  forgave 
an  injury,  he  at  once  forgot  it.  He  was  candid  in 
the  expression  of  his  o^n  convictions,  and  accorded 
the  same  privilege  to  others.  His  ineij  was  Pau- 
lineJ  in  its  character.  It  was  his  favorite  expression 
to  speak  of  Christ  as  his  master,  whom  it  was  his 
pleasure  to  obey.  Without  being  either  very 
learned,  or  very  eloquent,  he  was  eminently  useful. 
As  a  preacher,  he  aimed  to  do  good,  and  was  suc- 
cessful. His  sermons  were  practical  rather  than 
profound ;  they  were  more  frequently  addressed  to  ' 
the  conscience  than  to  the  emotional  nature  of  his 
hearers.      As  to  doctrine,  he  was  sound  and  scrip- 
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tnral.  In  Ms  "Reminiscences  of  a  Quarter  of  a 
Century,"  he  says  of  himself:  "In  my  preaching  and 
labors  in  this  place  I  have  always  had  respect  to 
the  dignity  and  sacredness  of  the  Christian  pulpit . 
I  have  always  tried  to  feel  that  it  is  a  most  solemn 
thing  to  be  a  minister — that  upon  the  head  of  an 
ambassador  for  Christ  rest  the  heaviest  responsi- 
bilities— that  his  preaching  should  be  free  from  all 
vanity  and  self,  and  characterized  by  deep  feeling 
sincere  affection,  and  true,  heartfelt  earnestness. 
What  can  be  more  offensive  to  God  than  the  ex- 
hibition of  vanity  and  conceit  on  the  pulpit,  or  the 
display  of  some  oddities  or  eccentricities,  calcu- 
lated, if  not  designed,  simply  to  amuse  the  people  ? 
How  displeasing  to  God  are  all  such  silly  triflings  ! 
What,  too,  ought  a  minister  to  think  of  himself 
who  delights  in  discussing  sensation  themes,  and 
whose  preaching  only  entertains,  instead  of  instruct- 
ing and  benefiting  his  hearers?  What  low  and 
unworthy  ideas  such  a  man  must  have  of  the  nature 
and  object  of  preaching,  and  of  the  great  duty  of  him 
who  has  been  solemnly  ordained  to  the  glorious  min- 
istry of  reconciliation !  And  how  terribly  fearful 
the  consequences  involved !  Anything  which  has 
the  appearance  even  of  lowering  the  ministry  and 
of  dishonoring  Christ,  should  be  carefully  excluded 
from  the  pulpit.  A  minister  ought  to  understand 
and  feel  the  heavenly  sacredness,  and  dignity,  and  * 
grandeur  of  his  office,  and  his  great  and  only  aim 
should  be  so  to  preach,  as  to  win  souls  to  Christ, 
and  to  build  up  those  who  have  been  won,  in  the 
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doctrines  and  practices,  in  the  comforts  and  hopes 
of  their  most  holy  faith.  To  save  souls  from  sin 
and  death,  and  restore  them  to  the  favor  and  image 
of  God,  should  be  the  great  and  only  object  of  a 
Christian  minister,  and  all  his  teachings,  and  his 
whole  manner  and  conduct  should  be  wholly  directed 
to  this  end." 

His  administrative  talents  were  remarkable.  He 
knew  how  to  govern  himself,  and  this,  with  his 
business  habits  and  sound  judgment,  gave  him  an 
advantage  over  most  men,  and  fitted  him  to  be  a 
leader  amongst  his  equals.  It  was  this  that  in  the 
government  of  his  congregation  enabled  him  to 
keep  every  member  in  his  place,  and  to  make  me 
of  him  for  what  he  was  worth.  He  managed  to 
acquire  and  maintain  a  perfect  control  over  his  peo- 
ple under  all  circumstances  and  throughout  the 
whole  period  of  his  connection  with  them.  It  was 
this  that  gave  him  prominence  in  almost  all  the 
church  movements  in  his  day,  and  made  him  suc- 
cessful where  others  failed.  He  was  a  man  of  ex- 
traordinary diligence  in  his  labors,  and  of  great  de- 
votion to  his  Master's  work.  His  memory  lives 
gratefully  in  the  hearts  of  many  whom  in  life  ho 
taaght  and  blest  by  his  ministry. 


ROBERT  DOUGLAS. 


KEY.  ROBERT  DOUGLAS. 

1807—1867. 

"We  have  had  the  pleasure  of  only  a  slight  ac- 
quaintance, personally,  with  Mr.  Douglas.  Of  his 
private  history  we  know  very  little.  Of  his  stand- 
ing in  the  Church  we  have  a  better  knowledge. 
At  one  time  he  occupied  a  very  prominent  place 
in  the  Classis  of  Yirginia,  and  was  generally  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  ablest  and  most  eloquent 
speakers.  We  well  remember  in  what  glowing 
terms  of  admiration  some  of  our  young  associates 
at  college  spoke  of  his  oratory  and  power  to  sway 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people.  Of  course 
these  were  the  sentiments  of  inexperienced  youth. 
Still  there  must  have  been  something  in  his  style 
of  preaching  that  was  pleasing  and  attractive, 
otherwise  he  could  not  have  acquired  such  an  ex- 
tensive reputation  as  an  able  and  eloquent  speaker. 

Robert  Douglas  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
in  October,  1807.  His  ancestors,  on  the  father's 
side,  were  originally  from  Scotland.  He  was  one 
of  eight  brothers.  His  father  was  a  man  of  some 
means,  good  education,  and  high  social  standing. 
Robert  came  to  this  country  when  quite  a  youth, 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  Baltimore,  Maryland.* 

*Ref.  Ch.  3Iess.,  Sep.  IStli,  1867  —Obituary  by  Dr.  Fisher,  of  which 
we  have  made  free  use  iii  this  sltetch. 
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There  he  united  with  the  Eeformed  church  on 
Second  street,  then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Rev.  Albert  Helffenstein,  Sen.  His  attention  was 
early  turned  to  the  Christian  ministry,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  qualifying  himself  for  the  duties  of  this 
.:  offtce,  he  repaired  to  York,  Pennsylvania,  at  which 
!  place  the  classical  and  theological  institutions  of  the 
Eeformed  Church  were  then  located. 

After  passing  through  the  course  of  study  pre- 
scribed for  candidates  for  the  ministry,  he  was 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Sj'nod  held  at 
Easton,  Pennsylvania,  in  1833.  He  was  shortly 
afterwards  ordained  to  the  sacred  office,  and  placed 
as  pastor  over  the  charge  composed  of  the  congre- 
gations at  Shepherdstown,  Martinsburg  and  Smith- 
field.  Virginia.*  In  this  charge,  some  slight 
changes  only  being  made  in  it  towards  the  close  of 
his  pastorate,  he  continued,  until  184:6,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Jefferson,  Frederick  county,  Maryland, 
and  took  charge  of  the  congregations  in  that  place 
and  vicinity;  which  he  served  until  1850.  He 
then  retired  to  his  farm,  near  Sharpsburg,  Wash- 
ington county,  Marjdand,  on  which  he  continued 
to  reside  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Shortly  after  his  removal  from  Jefferson,  Mr. 
Douglas  became  pastor  of  the  several  congrega- 
tions composing  the  Boonsboro'  charge,  and  con- 
tinued in  this  relation  until  1850,  when  he  resigned, 
and  was  for  a  time  without  a  regular  charge, 
preaching   only    as    occasions    offered,    until    the 

*8yn.  Min.  1833,  pp.  11,  23 :  and  1S34,  p.  18. 
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Boonsboro'  charge  was  divided,  in  1865.  He  then 
"became  pastor  of  the  newly-formed  Mount  Moriali 
charge,  composed  of  the  congregations  at  Sharps- 
burg,  Keadysville  and  Mount  Moriah.  He  was 
still  in  this  relation  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
health,  however,  had  been  gradually  failing  for  years 
past ;  and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that,  on  the 
very  Sunday,on  which  he  was  taken  with  the  sickness 
that  ended  his  life,  he  preached  at  two  of  the  three 
congregations  composing  his  charge,  what  were  re- 
garded as  farewell  sermons ;  not  that  he  had  pur- 
posed discontinuing  his  labors  among  the  people 
of  his  charge,  altogether,  but  because  he  felt  that 
he  needed  rest,  and  hence  designed  intermitting  his 
jabors  for  a  short  season. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Hagerstown, 
Maryland.  The  issue  of  this  union  was  one  son, 
who  survives  him.  A  few  ^^ears  after  his  first 
wife's  death,  he  was  married  to  a  daughter  of  Col- 
onel Blackford,  who  resided  on  the  Maryland 
shore,  opposite  Shepherdstown,  West  Virginia, 
into  the  possession  of  whose  homestead  he  entered 
some  years  after  Colonel  Blackford's  death,  and  con- 
tinued in  it  until  his  own  decease.  He  had  several 
children  as  the  result  of  this  second  marriage,  the 
most  of  whom,  together  with  the  mother,  remained 
to  mourn  his  death. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  a  man  of  ardent  feelings,  strong 
in  his  attachments  as  well  as  in  his  dislikes,  and 
of  considerable  talent  as  a  preacher.     At  onetime, 
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as  we  "have  seen,  he  was  somewhat  prominent 
among  his  ministerial  brethren.  We  know  but 
little  of  his  immediate  domestic  and  social  relations 
beyond  what  has  already  been  given.  The}'  have, 
however,  always  been  regarded  as  happy.  He  died 
August  20th,  1867,  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 
On  the  2 2d  his  remains  were  deposited  in  the 
cemetery  of  the  Keformed  church  at  Shepherdsto  wn, 
West  Virginia.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Daniel  Zacharias, 
of  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  preached  the  fu- 
neral sermon.  He  was  assisted  in  the  services 
by  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
land, and  the  Rev.  H.  Wissler,  of  Sliepherdstown, 
West  Virginia.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  rector  of 
the  Episcopal  church  at  Shepherdstown,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  the  deceased,  was  also  present  and 
participated  in  the  exercises,  delivering  a  brief 
eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  departed. 
The  attendance  on  the  funeral  was  very  large,  and 
the  deepest  possible  interest  and  solemnity  pervaded 
the  vast  assembly. 

Mr.  Douglas  was  favorably  known  in  the  Re- 
formed Church.  Both  his  personal  appearance 
and  character  were  strongly  marked.  Whoever 
once  saw  him  would  ever  afterwards  remember  the 
noble  Virginian.  He  was  tall,  straight,  somewhat 
slender ;  complexion  dark,  hair  perfectly  black, 
and,  in  later  j^ears,  beautifully  silvered ;  counte- 
nance open  and  confiding,  with  an  expression  pe- 
culiar to  himself.* 

*We  hiid  3een  Mr.  Douglas  but  once,  and  that  some  twenty  years 


ROBERT   DOUGLAS.  289 

In  his  manner  of  speaking,  Mr.  Douglas  was 
perhaps  as  strongly  marked  and  peculiar  as  in  his 
personal  appearance.  We  heard  him  deliver  one 
characteristic  address.  His  style  was  decidedly 
oratorical  or  declamatory.  Hence  his  sermons 
would  naturally  vary  very  much,  and  possess 
vastly  different  degrees  of  merit,  sometimes  prov- 
ing a  failure,  and  at  other  times  being  really  "pow- 
erful and  truly  eloquent."  So  says  one  who  knew 
him  well.  Everything  we  know  about  him  would 
lead  us  to  regard  this  judgment  as  correct  and  true. 

The  private  character  of  Mr.  Douglas,  so  far  as 
we  know,  was  unexceptionable.  He  was  cheerful 
and  happy  in  disposition,  social,  polite  and  cour- 
teous in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  ex- 
tremely sensitive,  and,  hence,  "  strong  in  his  likes 
and  dislikes." 

ago.  Lately  we  took  our  seat  in  a  car.  In  came  a  young  gentle- 
man with  a  cigar  in  his  mouth.  "No  smoking  here,"  saul  the 
conductor,  "lam  not  smoking,"  said  the  gentleman  promptly, 
smiling.  The  moment  he  opened  his  lips,  the  lliouglit  flashed 
upon  our  mind,  that  is  a  son  of  Robert  Douglas.  When  we  reach- 
ed the  place  of  our  destmatlon,  the  conversation  turned  on  the 
former  pastor  of  the  place,  Mr.  Douglas.  The  gentleman  said  "he 
has  a  son  who  is  the  very  picture  of  his  father."  This  elicited  in- 
quiry in  reference  to  the  young  man  in  the  car.  The  result  was, 
that  our  impression  proved  to  be  correct.    It  was  young  Douglas. 


19 
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EEY.  AUGUSTUS  L.  W.  BEGEMAK 

1810—1848. 

Augustus  Lewis  William,  son  of  Eev.  Charles 
Philip  and  Wilhelmina  Begeman,  was  born  July 
14th,  1810,  in  Breinerlelje,  kinodom  of  Hanover, 
in  Northern  Germany,  where  his  father  served  as 
pastor  of  a  Reformed  congregation.  His  mother's 
name  was  Klein.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
only  eight  years  old.  During  the  next  eight  or  ten 
j^ears  he  lived  with  his  paternal  uncle,  who.  inter- 
ested himself  in  his  behalf,  and  made  provision  for 
his  education.* 

After  pursuing  a  course  of  preliminary  study, 
he  entered  the  Gymnasium  of  Emden  in  1828. 
Having  remained  here  for  several  years,  he  com- 
menced, in  1830,  his  theological  studies  privately 
under  the  (jare  of  a  well- qualified  teacher,  at  Ho- 
henhausen,  in  the  province  of  Lippe,  and  continued 
the  ^me  afterwards  at  Groningen  and  Hamburg, 
in  Holland. 

He  emigrated  to  America  in  1833.  Arriving  at 
Baltimore,  he  remained  there  for  a  short  time,  and 
then  went  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Here  he 
met  several  ministerial  brethren  of  the  Reformed 
faith,  who  interested  themselves  in  him,  and  pro- 

*  Eev.  I.  H.  Reiter,  in  CJiria.   World,  March  21st,  1872, 
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cured  him  a  situation  as  teacher  of  the  Fi-ench  lan- 
guage in  Washington  College,  at  Washington, 
Pennsylvania.  He  remained  in  this  position  about 
one  year,  rendering  general  satisfaction  and  gaining 
the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1834,  he  was  joined  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Eva  Maria,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Christina  Hohner — the  Rev.  Dr.  N.  P.  Hacke 
officiating.  They  had  five  children — all  daughters 
"  Mrs.  Begeman,  subsequent  to  her  husband's  death, 
was  married,  in  1849,  to  Mr.  Michael  Miller,  resid- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Smith ville,  Wayne  county, 
Ohio." 

Mr.  Begeman  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel 
by  the  Classis  of  West  Pennsylvania,  during  its 
annual  meeting  in  Pittsburg,  and  ordained  to  the 
holy  ministry,  April  30th,  1834* — having  received 
a  call  from  two  congregations,  namely,  Washington 
and  Bethlehem,  in  Washing-ton  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  connection  with  this  field  he  also  preached 
at  several  other  points  in  the  vicinity. 

In  1836,  we  find  him  at  Orange  ville,  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  having  charge  of  the  following  con- 
gregations, namely,  Orange,  Jackson,  Reavesburg, 
New  Pittsburg,  Milton,  Reiser's,  Chambach,  Perrys- 
ville,  Mohicansville,  Yermilion,  Allen's  and  Homer, 
located  in  the  counties  of  Wajme,  Richland  and 
Medina.  He  continued  in  this  field  about  four 
years,  when,  in  1840,   he   removed   to  Wooster, 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1834,  p.  21. 
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Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  became  pastor  of  the 
following  congregations,  namely,  Wooster,  Waynes- 
burg,  Salem,  Canaan  and  Mt.  Eaton,  in  Wayne, 
and  Ohlen's  and  Keiser's,  in  Richland  county. 

In  1843,  he  settled  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  as  pastor 
of    a  Grerman  congregation.     Here   he   remained 
about  two  years.     During  this  period  he  was  very 
seriously  afflicted,   both  physically  and  mentally, 
and  finally  became  so  much  disordered  that  it  was 
bund  necessary  to  place  him  for  a  time  in  the  Lu- 
-atic  asylum.     After  remaining  there  for  three  or 
^ur  months,  he  was  sufficiently  restored  to  enter 
Again  upon  his  pastoral  labors.     He  accordingly 
accepted   of  a  call  from  Mansfield,   and  removed 
with  his  family  to  that  place,  in  1845.    This  charge 
consisted  of  the  following  congregations,  namely, 
Mansfield,  Stark's,  Harsh's,  Reiser's,  St.  John's  and 
Gallon.     He   continued  to  serve  in  this  field  for 
about  two  years,  when,  meeting  with  some  disap- 
pointment and  reverses,  he  became  hopelessly  in- 
sane.    This  last  sad  affliction  put  an  end  to  his 
public  ministry.     On  the  13th  of  April,  1848,  he 
was  a  second  time  registered  as  an  inmate  of  the 
Lunati<}  asylum,  at  Colambus,  Ohio,  where,  after  re- 
ceiving all  possible  attention,  he  died  of  epilepsy, 
September  4th,  1848,  aged  38  years,  1  month  and  ' 
20  days.     On  the  following  day  he  was  buried  in  i 
the  cemetery  connected  with  the    asylum.     "No  | 
tombstone  marks  his  final  resting-place." 

Mr.  Begenian  was  of  medium  size  and  fine  per- 
sonal appearance — naturally  talented  and  well  edu- 
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cated.     His  preparations  for  the  pulpit  were  gener- 
ally thorough  and  exact ;  his  sermons  were  mostly 
written  out  and  memorized.     His  style  was  rather 
stiff,  methodical  and  unattractive.     "  As  a  Christian, 
he  gave  evidence  of  sincerity  of  heart,  honesty  of 
purpose  and  devotion  of  spirit."     He  was  called  to 
pass   through  the  deep  waters  of  affliction,  from 
which  he  found  rest  finally  iji  the  quiet  grave. 
"  There  is  a  calm  for  those  who  weep, 
A  rest  for  weary  pilgrims  found, 
They  softly  lie,  and  sweetly  sleep, 
Low  in  the  ground." 
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KEY.  DANIEL  G.  BEAGONIER. 

1808—1868. 

Mr.  Bragonier  belons^s  to  that  class  of  minis- 
ters who  entered  upon  their  sacred  office  and  work 
in  the  earlier  period  of  our  literary  and  theologi- 
cal institutions,  and  are  fast  disappearing  from  our 
midst.  He  was  born  in  the  vicinity  of  Hagers- 
town,  Washington  county,  Maryland,  Oct  10th, 
1808,*  reared  and  spiritually  trained  in  the  warm 
bosom  of  a  Christian  home,  and  prepared  for  future 
usefulness  amid  its  hallowed  influences.  Already 
early  in  life  he  was  baptized,  and  afterwards  in- 
structed in  the  doctrine  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism 
and  received  into  full  communion  with  ^  he  Church, 
in  which  he  ever  lived,  labored,  and  died.  While 
under  the  paternal  roof  he  received  such  an  educa- 
tion as  was  common  to  young  men  at  that  period. 
His  studies,  preparatory  to  the  holy  ministry,  he 
prosecuted  in  our  institutions  then  located  at  York, 
Pennsylvania. 

After  completing  his  literary  and  theological 
course,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
afterwards,  in  1833  or  '34,  ordained  to  the  sacred 
office,t   and  placed  as  pastor  over  the  Clearspring 

*  Obituary,  by  Rev.  H.  Wissler,  Re/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Dec.  9tli,  1868. 
f  Syn.  Min.,  1834,  p.  19. 
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charge,  in  Washington  county,  Maryland.  In  this 
first  field,  composed  of  three  congregations,  he 
labored  for  the  space  of  four  or  five  years.  "Dur- 
ing his  pastorate  in  this  place  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Shindler,  of  Shepherdstown,  Virginia,  who 
was  his  faithful  companion,  and  shared  with  him 
the  joys  and  sorrows  of  a  pastor's  life,  until,  in  the 
wisdom  of  God,  that  pastoral  career  itself  was 
closed." 

After  leaving  Clearspring,  he  resided  for  some 
time  in  Shepherdstown,  Virginia,  and  then,  in  1840 
or  '4:1,  took  charge  of  the  Reformed  church  in 
Winchester.  He  remained  in  this  place  about 
three  years,  when  he  received  and  accepted  a  call 
from  the  congregations  composing  the  Shepherds- 
town charge,  namely,  Shepherdstown,  Martinsburg 
and  Smithfield.  In  this  field  he  labored  with  zeal 
and  success  for  a  period  of  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  in  this  charge 
in  1843  or  '44,  and  served  it  in  its  regularly  con- 
stituted form  up  to  the  year  1848,  when  Smithfield 
was  detached  from  it,  and  the  charge  embraced 
only  two  congregations  up  to  1856,  when  for  one 
year  it  again  resumed  its  original  form.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  served  only  Smithfield  and  Martins- 
burg, then  called  the  Martinsburg  charge.  After- 
wards, for  the  period  of  seven  years,  he  served  the 
Edinburg  charge. 

Mr.  Bragonier  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  minis- 
ter of  the  Gospel — highly  esteemed  by  the  people 
whom  he  served.     He  was  regarded  as  a  good 
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preaoher  and  a  pleasant  speaker.  In  his  earlier 
ministry  he  is  said  to  have  commanded  a  free  flow 
of  language,  and  to  have  paid  some  attention  to 
the  ornamental  in  the  composition  and  delivery  of 
his  sermons' — features  which  are  often  regarded  as 
indispensable  to  a  finished  public  speaker.  In  the 
latter  part  of  his  ministry,  however,  he  disregarded 
these  outward  embellishments,  and  preached  in  a 
plain,  practical  and  pointed  style.  He  held  that  it 
was  the  simple,  unadorned  truth  which  the  soul 
needed  when  in  trouble  and  seeking  for  pardon  and 
peace  through  the  blood  of  Christ.  His  preaching 
was  mostly  of  this  simple  and  direct  character,  and 
was  attended  with  an  encouraging  degree  of  success. 
He  was  grave  and  dignified  in  all  his  ministra- 
tions, and  failed  not  to  impress  others  with  the 
importance  and  sacredness  of  the  functions  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  He  was  punctual  and  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  and  pastoral  duties."^ 

Mr.  Bragonier  stood  well  in  his  Classis,  and  was 
esteemed  by  his  brethren  in  office  as  a  man  of  fine 
talents,  a  good  scholar,  and  an  able  and  sound  theo- 
logian. He  possessed  the  true  spirit  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  stood  in  living  sympathy  with  her 
different  institutions,  and  was  himself  perhaps  as 
true  a  representative  of  our  peculiar  type  of  Chris- 
tian character  as  could  be  found  in  any  one  single 
person.  He  was  regarded  as  among  the  most 
prominent  of  the  ministers  in  the  Virginia  Classis, 
within  whose  bounds  he  spent  nearly  the  whole  of 

*  See  obituary,  \>y  Rev.  H.  Wissler,  as  above. 
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Ms  long  life  of  faithful  service,  and  where  his  pres- 
ence and  counsel  will  be  particularly  missed.  He  was 
also  highly  esteemed  in  the  Church  at  large,  and  es- 
pecially honored  in  being  called  to  serve  for  a  long 
time  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  in  being  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent of  Synod. 

In  his  social  and  domestic  relations  he  was  very 
happy.  In  disposition,  he  was  kind  and  genial — 
open-hearted,  frank  and  generous.  He  spoke  his 
mind  freely  and  fearlessly  when  a  sense  of  duty  re- 
quired it ;  but  he  was  always  governed  by  the 
most  delicate  sense  of  honor — honor  as  of  a  man 
and  a  Christian,  and  honor  as  of  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  He  had  many  warm  friends;  and  to  his 
friends  he  was  himself  a  most  sincere,  confiding, 
and  devoted  friend.  The  general  experience  of  his 
earnest  and  useful  life  was  of  a  most  varied  and 
singular  character.  He  encountered  many  and  sore 
trials ;  but  out  of  all  these  trials  the  Lord  graciously 
dehvered  him.  He  had  a  brave  heart,  and  endured 
as  a  faithful  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  thus  "fin- 
ished his  course  with  joy."  It  is  pleasant  to  think 
of  one's  work,  on  earth,  as  being  finally  completed, 
having  been  steadfast  and  true  to  the  end  ;  and,  af- 
ter having  been  chastened  and  purified,  as  by  fire, 
to  be  delivered  from  all  the  dangers  of  this  life, 
and  be  "  forever  with  the  Lord." 

Mr.  Bragonier's  death  was  rather  sudden  and  un- 
expected to  his  family — ^his  last  iUness   continuing 
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only  twelve  days,  prior  to  wliicli  lie  enjoyed  rather 
better  health  than  usual.  He  died  calmly  and  in 
the  blessed  assurance  of  life  and  immortality  in  the 
world  to  come,  at  his  residence  in  Shepherdstown, 
West  Virginia,  on  Friday  evening,  October  23d, 
1868,  aged  60  years  and  13  days.  He  left  a 
widow,  three  sons,  and  two  daughters,  and  many 
spiritual  children,  to  mourn  his  death  and  mingle 
their  tears  around  his  grave. 

The  funeral  services  took  place  on  the  morning 
of  the  26th,  in  the  Reformed  church  at  Shepherds- 
town,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of  friends 
and  acquaintances,  and  former  members  of  his 
spiritual  charge.  The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hensel  preached 
an  appropriate  sermon  from  the  words  :  "  Blessed 
are  the  dead,  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  hence- 
forth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do  follow 
them"  (Rev.  xiv:  13);  and  the  Rev.  J.  0.  Mil- 
ler from  the  passage,  "After  he  had  served  his 
own  generation  by  the  will  of  God,  he  fell  on  sleep 
and  was  laid  unto  his  fathers."  (Acts  xiii :  36). 
The  whole  service  was  most  solemn  and  interest- 
ing. When  the  solemnities  in  the  church  were 
ended,  his  remains  were  taken  to  the  beautiful  "El- 
wood  Cemetery,"  and,  by  the  hands  of  his  brethren 
in  the  ministry,  laid  in  their  quiet  resting-place,  by 
the  side  of  two  infant  children,  and  a  sainted  father- 
in-law  and  mother-in-law,  when  the  beautiful  ser- 
vice for  the  pious  dead  was  read  by  the  Rev.  J.  C. 

*Syii.  Min.,  1868,  p.,  92. 
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Hensel,  and  feelingly  responded  to  bj  the  minis- 
ters and  other  Christian  friends  in  attendance. 

Besides  the  ministers  who  conducted  the  services, 
there  were  present  also  the  following  clergymen : 
Eev.  H.  Wissler,  one  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  Synod^  to  attend  to  this  service,  Rev.  J.  Hassler 
and  the  Rev.  M.  A.  Smith,  who  also  took  part  in 
solemnities  of  this  interesting  occasion. 
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EEY.  T\^LLIAM  CONRAD. 

1808—1865. 

Mr.  Conrad,  for  many  years  a  faithful  minister 
of  the  Reformed  church  in  Somerset  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  August  11th,  1808,  in  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland,  and  baptized  in  his  infancy  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Rahauser.  He  was  early  bereft  of  his 
father,  who  died  when  "William  was  quite  young.* 

In  1813,  during  our  second  war  with  England, 
his  widowed  mother  moved  with  him,  then  a  mere 
child,  from  Hagerstown,  the  place  of  his  birth,  to 
the  town  of  Berlin,  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  center  of  the  labors  of  his  coming  man- 
hood, and  the  home  of  his  declining  years.  He 
was  catechised  by  his  grandfather,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Giesy,  and  confirmed  on  Whitsunday,  1825.  Sub- 
sequently he  learned  the  clock  and  watch-making 
business  with  his  brother  Jacob,  at  Connelsville. 
Neither  his  mind  nor  his  heart,  however,  found 
satisfaction  in  this  work.  He  had  heard  a  voice 
that  spoke  of  other  labors,  and  awakened  other 
thoughts  and  feelings  in  his  youthful  breast.  It 
was  the  voice  of  his  Lord  calling  him  to  the  work 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor.     He  accord- 

*  This  sketch,  with  hut  few  changes  and  additions,  is  taken  from 
the  Oer.  Ref.  Mess.,  March  8th,  1865. 
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ingly  devoted  Hmself  to  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion. This  being  before  the  day  of  colleges  in  our 
Church,  the  young  student  entered  the  Eeformed 
High  School  and  Seminary,  then  located  at  York, 
Pennsylvania.  During  his  stay  there  he  enjoyed 
the  instructions  of  the  Eev.  Dr.  Lewis  Mayer,  of  . 
blessed  memory,  of  whom  he  always  spoke  in 
terms  of  high  regard  and  admiration. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  West  Pennsylvania  Clas- 
sis,  then  embracing  a  large  district  of  country,  Mr. 
Conrad  was  examined  on  theology  and  other  kin- 
dred subjects;  and,  having  rendered  satisfaction,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  in  May,  1835. 
The  first  congregation  he  served  was  that  at  Salis- 
bury. Soon  those  of  Grantsville  and  Stoystown — 
thirty  miles  apart  and  located  in  two  different 
States — were  added;  and  in  1836,  the  year  subse- 
quent to  his  licensure,  he  is  reported  as  having 
charge  of  four  congregations.  In  1841,  on  the  re- 
tirement of  Father  Giesy  from  the  active  duties  of 
the  ministry.  Brother  Conrad  succeeded  to  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Berlin  charge.  In  this  field  he  labored 
with  earnest  devotion  and  great  acceptance  for 
eighteen  years.  When  a  reconstruction  and  divi- 
sion of  several  large  charges  in  Somerset  county 
took  place,  in  1859,  he  accepted  a  call  from  the 
newly-formed  Beam's  charge,  and  in  the  spring  of 
this  year  moved  among  his  new  parishioners.  As 
welcome  as  he  was  with  *the  people  to  whom  he 
came,  so  much  beloved  and  regretted  was  he  by 
those  whom  he  left.     Here  in  this  new  field,  how-* 
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ever,  he  was  not  permitted  to  labor  long.  Soon  his 
strength  began  sensibly  to  fail.  Life-long  exposure 
amid  the  severe  winters  and  damp  summers  of  that 
otherwise  most  heathful,  romantic,  and  charming 
country,  had  greatly  undermined  a  constitution  at 
best  sickly  and  frail.  Only  a  few  more  years  of 
active  usefulness  were  granted  him.  His  health 
declined  so  much  that  ere  long  he  became  unfit  for 
the  further  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties.  He 
then  resigned  his  charge;  lived  for  a  short  time 
among  his  relatives — the  Bear  family — at  Somer- 
set, and  then  moved  back  again  to  Berlin;  there, 
after  much  suffering,  borne  with  Christian  resigna- 
tion and  fortitude,  to  end  his  days  with  the  people 
among  whom  his  boyhood  and  youth  had  been 
spent,  and  to  whom  he  ministered  in  holy  things 
during  the  best  years  of  his  manhood.  It  was  meet 
and  proper  that  he  should  have  done  so.  The 
shepherd  laid  down  his  life  in  the  midst  of  the 
flock. 

Brother  Conrad's  active  ministry  of  twenty- 
seven  years  abounded  in  labors.  The  distances  he 
had  to  travel  in  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  du- 
ties were  very  great.  At  one  time  he  was  for 
several  consecutive  years  the  only  Reformed  min- 
ister in  the  county.  This  greatly  increased  his 
labors  and  cares.  Think  of  the  regular  Lord's  day 
services,  the  funerals  to  be  attended,  the  catechising 
of  the  youth!  Figures  would  give  a  very  inade- 
quate idea  of  what  all  this  amounts  to  in  the  case 
before  us.     Mr.  Conrad  was  always  punctual  and 


WILLIAM   CONRAD.  303 

ready  to  meet  all  just  demands  made  -upon  him. 
He   missed  few   appointments.     In   all  kinds  of 
weather  he  was  seen  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  , 
calHng.    He  catechised  in  distant  congregations,  even  | 
small  classes,  as  faithfully  and  regularly  as  if  they  i 
had  been  near  at  hand  and  large  in  numbers.     Fi- 
delity and  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  were  ^ 
leading  characteristias  of  his  long  and  useful  life. 
He  was  both  an  able  and  faithful  minister  of  Christ, 
and  an  interesting  and  instructive  preacher.     His 
sermons  and  addresses  were  generally  well  prepared. 
There  was  scarcely  ever  a  lack  of  matter  in  his 
discourses;    nor  was  it  irrelevant,  crude,  or  undi- 
gested.    His  matter  was  always  of  a  proper  kind 
and  well  arranged — evincing  much  earnest  thought 
and  careful  preparation. 

The  Reformed  church  of  Somerset  county,  now 
strong  and  thrifty,  owes  a  debt  of  lasting  gratitude 
and  honor  to  William  Conrad.  He  gave  himself 
unreservedly  to  its  service  and  advancement  when 
ministers  were  scarce  and  difficult  to  be  had.  He 
greatly  multiplied  its  membership.  He  resisted 
mildly  but  firmly  every  false  tendency.  That  the 
Church  in  that  region  of  country  has  not  been 
stripped  of  its  proper  life  and  spirit  by  the  tide  of 
New  measures  which  swept,  during  his  ministry, 
over  central  and  western  Pennsylvania,  must  be 
mainly  attributed  to  him.  He  yielded  neither  to 
its  assaults  and  threatenings,  nor  to  its  caresses. 
His  position  was  too  well  defined  and  clear  to  be 
misunderstood. 
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Mr.  Conrad  was  an  earnest  student.  He  loved 
thought  and  clear  thinking.  His  mind  was  of  the 
clearest  and  most  logical  order.  As  a  writer,  he 
often  appeared  in  our  Church  papers.  Many  an 
^  article  from  his  pen,  over  different  signatures,  ap- 
f  peared  in  the  Messenger.  He  published  a  small 
treatise  on  Baptism — its  subjects  and  mode.  He  is 
j*the  author,  also,  of  several  unpublished  works  on 
different  subjects — one  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism. 
He  also  devoted  part  of  his  time  to  scientific  pur- 
suits— especially  astronomy,  on  which  he  once  de- 
livered a  series  of  lectures.  For  thirty  years  he 
gathered  geological  specimens,  all  of  which  he  pre- 
sented to  Westmoreland  College;  one  of  whose 
founders  and  best  friends  he  was  to  the  end  of  life, 
taking  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in  its  prosperity.  Mr. 
Conrad  was  remarkable  for  his  ready  wit'  and  humor. 
Those  who  knew  him,  and  ever  spent  any  consid- 
erable time  in  his  company,  will  not  soon  forget 
him  or  his  power  and  capacity  to  entertain. 

Brother  Conrad  was  a  truly  good  man.  He  served 
his  Lord  and  Master  faithfully,  in  simplicity  and 
sincerity  of  heart.  "He  was  an  Israelite  indeed  in 
whom  there  was  no  guile."  His  consistent  life 
and  conduct  gained  him  the  esteem  and  love  of  the 
entire  community  in  the  midst  of  which  he  lived 
and  labored.  He  had  many  warm  friends ;  and  it 
v/as  his  unusual  good  fortune  to  retain  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him  during  life,  and  to  depart 
without  an  enemy.  He  died  at  his  residence  in 
Berlin,  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  February 
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16th,  1865,  aged  56  years,  6  months  and  15  days. 
Ilis  end  was  peace.  His  funeral  was  largely  at- 
tended. An  appropriate  discourse  on  his  life,  char- 
acter, and  labors,  was  delivered  by  the  Eev.  F.  K. 
Levan.  He  was  followed  in  some  remarks  by  the 
brethren  Knepper  and  Wahl.  Kevs.  Johnston  and 
Heller,  and  also  two  ministers  of  the  Lutheran,  and 
one  of  the  Methodist  Church,  likewise  took  part  in 
the  services     He  sleeps  in  Jesus. 
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EEY.  EPHEAIM  KIEFFER 
1812—1871. 

W ITH  unfeigned  pleasure  do  we  make  this  record  i 
of  tlie  life  and  labors  of  one  whose  personal  ac- 
quaintance we  enjoyed,  and  with  whom  for  some 
years  we  stood  intimately  associated  in  the  work 
of  preaching  unto  a  dying  world  "  the  unsearch- 
able riches  of  Christ." 

Ephraim  Kieffer  was  born  January  17th,  1812, 
near  Mercersburg,  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania.* 
His  childhood  and  early  youth  were  spent  princi- 
pally in  Virginia,  partly  in  Berkley  county  and 
partly  in  Shepherdstown,  Jefferson  county,  where 
his  parents  then  resided.  He  was  but  ten  years 
old  when  his  pious  and  faithful  mother  was  called 
to  her  rest.  He  subsequently  speaks  of  her  in 
terms  of  highest  praise,  looking  upon  her  as  one 
of  the  chief  instruments,  in  God's  hand,  of  pre- 
paring him  for  His  service.  Her  loss,  at  so  early 
an  age,  he  most  keenly  felt  and  deeply  deplored ; 
but,  in  the  spirit  of  genuine  resignation,  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  providence  of  God,  who  "  called  her 
away  to  her  heavenly  home."  Soon  after  his  moth- 
er's death,  God  also  called  away  an  only  sister. 
These  accumulated  trials  made  a  deep  impression 

♦Obituary,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Foulk.— iJe/.  Ch.  Mess.,  June 7th,  1871. 
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upon  his  mmd,  and,  no  doubt,  served  greatly  to 
give  an  earnest  and  serious  turn  to  his  youthful 
thoughts,  and  direct  them  to  thinofs  unseen  and 
eternal. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  Chambers- 
burg,  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
spent  the  next  two  years  of  his  life  as  clerk  in  a 
store.  During  this  period  he  attended  a  course  of 
catechetical  instructions  under  the  late  Rev.  Fred- 
erick Rahauser.  To  these  instructions,  in  connec- 
tion with  faithful  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  his 
labors  in  the  Sunday-school,  he  attributes  the  de- 
cisive turn  in  his  religious  life  and  experience.  In 
the  use  of  these  means,  he  says,  "the  illuminating 
and  life-giving  rays  of  the  Sun  of  righteousness 
burst  upon  my  darkened,  mind,  quickened  my  dead 
heart,  and  caused  a  glorious  change."  All  this, 
however,  came  to  pass  in  the  way  of  legitimate 
fruit  or  result  of  what  had  gone  before,  in  the 
form  of  parental  training  and  instruction,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  knowledge  of  God's  Word,  ac- 
quired in  connection  with  the  services  of  the  sanc- 
tuary, on  the  other  hand.  "  The  seed,  which  had 
long  been  sown,  began  to  spring  up,"  and,  in  con- 
nection "with  new  instruction  from  God's  Word, 
was  instrumental  in  the  change."  In  immediate 
connection  with  this  statement,  he  pertinently  ob- 
serves ;  "  On  Christ,  the  Rock  of  Ages,  I  then 
built  my  hope ;  and  may  the  Lord  keep  it  there  though 
rains  descend,  and  floods  beat,  and  tempests  howl." 

After  a  due  course  of  instruction  in  the  doctrines 
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and  precepts  of  our  holy  religion,  lie  was  received 
into  full  communion  with  the  Reformed  church  in 
Chambersburg,  by  confirmation,  on  the  28th  day 
of  May,  1831.  Soon  after  this  important  step  in 
his  religious  history,  "  he  formed  the  resolution  of 
dedicating  himself  more  fully  to  Christ "  in  the 
,  work  of  the  holy  ministry.  In  the  month  of 
October,  1831,  he  repaired  to  York,  Pennsylvania, 
where  our  High  School  and  Theological  Seminary 
were  then  located,  and,  under  the  tuition  of  the 
Eev.  Drs.  Mayer  and  Eauch,  prepared  himself  for 
the  responsible  of&ce  and  work  of   the   ministry. 

His  high  appreciation  of  the  ministerial  office 
and  its  sacred  functions  are  well  brought  out  in 
the  following  extract  from  his  private  journal: 
"The  whole  term  of  my  pupilage  was  five  years, 
which  seems  a  long  time,  yet  not  long  enough  to 
hecome  perfectly  qualified  for  the  great  work.  But 
my  own  circumstances  and  the  wants  of  the  Church 
urged  me  to  leave  sooner  than  I  would  otherwise 
have  done.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that,  at 
that  time,  so  many  young  men  were  compelled  by 
want  of  means  and  the  pressing  calls  of  the  Church 
for  supplies,  to  take  a  shorter  course  than  they 
should  have  done.  How  necessary  to  lay  a  good 
foundation — to  have  a  good  preparation  for  the 
Gospel  ministry  I  Thanks  to  Divine  Providence, 
that  our  young  men  can  now  take  a  more  extended 
course." 

Immediately  after  completing  his  literary  and  theo- 
logical course,  he  took  steps  to  enter  upon  the  blessed 
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work  to  wliicli  in  the  Providence  of  God  he  was  called. 
In  reference  to  this  point  we  quote  from  a  paper 
of  the  Eev.  P.  S.  Fisher*  "In  the  year  1836,  it 
was  deemed  necessary  to  divide  my  extensive  and 
laborious  charge,  in  Center  county,  and  the  Rev.  E. 
Kieffer,  who  was  at  that  time  a  student  in  our 
seminary  at  York,  was  invited  to  visit  the  congre- 
gations forming  the  new  charge,  namely,  Bellefonte, 
Schneider's,  Best's,  and  other  points  in  the  vicinity. 
He  did  visit  them,  and  his  preaching  and  intercourse 
with  the  people  during  his  short  stay  were  appre- 
ciated and  proved  very  acceptable.  He  received 
a  unanimous  call ;  and,  having  signified  his  willing- 
ness to  accept  it,  he  was  examined,  and  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel  during  the  sessions  of  our  Syn- 
od held  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  September,  1836, 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  ordain  and  install 
him  in  one  of  the  churches  of  his  charge."t  Soon 
after  the  meeting  of  Synod  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  his  office,  locating  in  Bellefonte,  Center 
county,  Pennsylvania.  On  Sunday,  November  12th, 
of  the  same  year,  he  was  solemnly  set  apart  to  the 
office  and  work  of  the  ministry  by  the  imposition 
of  hands.  This  solemn  and  impressive  service  was 
attended  to  by  the  committee  appointed  by  Synod, 
in  Schneider's  Church,  in  Nittany  Valley.  The 
sainted  Father  Fries  preached  a  very  appropriate 
and  edifying  sermon,  on  1  Tim.  iv.  16 — "  Take  heed 
unto  thyself,  and  unto  the  doctrine;    continue   in 

♦See  obituary,  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Foalk,  as  above. 
tSyn.  Mill.,  1836,  pp.  24,  25,  30. 
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them ;  for  in  doing  this,  thou  shalt  both  save  thj 
self,  and  them  that  hear  thee."  The  Eev.  P.  S. 
Fisher,  the  other  member  of  the  committee,  offici- 
ated at  the  altar.  "The  occasion  was  a  very  sol- 
emn one,  and  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  jonng 
minister,  as  well  as  on  the  large  and  attentive 
audience." 

"With  a  due  sense  of  the  overwhelming  solemnity 
of  his  office  and  work,  the  youthful  ambassador  of 
Christ  entered  upon  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
him,  braving  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  hop- 
ing for  success  through  the  mercy  of  the  Lord.  "  I 
commenced  my  ministry  under  many  discourage- 
ments," he  says.  "  Young  and  inexperienced,  I  had 
to  take  charge  of  five  congregations,  of  which  I  had 
to  organize  two,  one  in  Bellefonte,  in  December, 
1836,  and  the  other  inPinegrove,  in  January,  1837." 
When  the  above  was  written,  in  August,  1833,  he 
says:  "The  two  new  congregations  have  doubled 
their  number  of  communicants  since  their  organi- 
zation. Thus,  although  I  am  an  unworthy  servant, 
and  do  comparatively  little,  yet  I  think  I  can  say 
that  I  do  not  labor  in  vain."  To  this  quotation,  in 
reference  to  the  success  which  attended  the  labors 
of  the  young  pastor,  we  add  the  following  extract 
from  the  narrative  of  his  bosom  friend  and  fellow- 
laborer,  the  Eev.  P.  S.  Fisher:  "  With  renewed  zeal 
and  energy  our  young  minister  traversed  his 
adopted  and  extensive  field  of  labor.  He  not  only 
preached  regularly  in  his*  own  congregations,  but 
also  visited  settlements  and  points  of  preaching 
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along  the  Bald  Eagle  and  Buck  creeks.  lie  also 
preached  regularly  for  me,  in  English,  for  nearly  two 
years  in  Boalsburg  and  Pinegrove,  in  Penn's  val- 
ley. By  his  meek  and  amiable  disposition,  and 
earnest  preaching,  he  soon  attracted  attention,  and 
won  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  was  much 
beloved,  and  greatly  respected,  not  only  by  the  i 
people  of  his  own  congregations,  but  also  by  those  of 
all  other  Christian  denominations." 

After  laboring  for  several  years,  with  much  ac- 
ceptance and  success,  in  this  charge,  a  more  exten- 
sive field  of  usefulness  presented  itself.  The  death 
of  the  Kev.  Yost  Henry  Fries,  for  many  years  pas- 
tor of  the  Keformed  congregations  in  and  around 
Mifilinburg,  in  Union  county,  Pennsylvania,  left 
that  large  and  interesting  field  vacant.  The  con- 
gregation in  Mifflinburg  was  at  that  time  the  larg- 
est and  most  interesting  one  in  the  Classis  of  Sus- 
quehanna, and  needed  preaching  in  both  languages. 
Brother  Kieffer  was  invited  to  visit  the  charge,  as 
a  candidate,  and  preach  trial  sermons.  His  ser- 
vices proved  satisfactory,  and  a  call  was  accord- 
ingly sent  him;  which,  after  due  consideration,  he 
concluded  to  accept,  and,  consequently,  made  prepa- 
rations to  enter  upon  his  new  field  of  labor  at  an 
early  day.  "  It  was  with  great  reluctance,"  says 
one,  "that  he  left  his  congregations  in  Center 
county,  in  January,  1840,  for  he  was  much  attached 
to  them,  and  they  to  him."  i 

His  new  charge,  in  Union  county,  consisted  of 
four  congregations — ^namely,   Mifilinburg,   Laurel 
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Eun,  Ray's  and  Union.  In  connection  with  Ms 
own  charge,  he  also  preached  English  for  several 
years  in  Milton  and  McEwensville,  in  JSTorthnmber- 
land  county.  In  this  large  and  interesting  field  he 
labored  earnestly  and  with  much  success  for  many 
years.  His  labors  were  extensive  and  arduous.  He 
had  much  out-door  work  to  do,  which  required  fre- 
quent exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 

'  besides  having  to  travel  long  distances  over  hills 
and  valleys.  In  these  excessive  labors  and  expos- 
ures, he  approved  himself  a  true  servant  of  Christ — 
"  enduring  hardships  "  in  the  service  of  his  Mas- 
ter, with  patience  and  meek  submission, 

"  Here,  too,  as  in  Center  county,"  says  his  faith- 
ful friend — ^the  Rev.  P.  S.  Fisher — "  he  was  much 
beloved,  and  stood  well  as  a  Christian  minister, 
not  only  among  his  own  people,  but  also  among 
others.  After  laboring  in  this  charge  for  nearly 
seventeen  years,  he  was  called,  in  the  summer  of- 
1857,  to  the  Lykens  Valley  charge,  in  Dauphin 
county.  After  due  and  prayerful  deliberation,  he 
accepted  this  call,  and  labored  in  that  interesting 
field  for  about  seven  years,  and  that,  too,  accord- 
ing to  trustworthy  accounts,  with  success.     Here  I 

'  must  stop,  as  we  became  separated  about  the  same 
time,  as  members  of  the  same  Classis.  But,  before 
closing  my  sketch,  I  would  yet  state  that  he  was  al- 

*  ways  punctual  in  his  attendance  upon  the  meetings 
of  our  Classis,  took  an  active  part  in  all  its  dehb- 
erations,  and  was  listened  to  with  much  attention 
and  respect.    He  had  a  heart  to  feel,  and  a  wiU 
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and  wisdom  to  act  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Church  and  the  up-building  of 
Christ's  kingdom.  He  was  a  faithful  servant  of 
the  Lord,  and  an  affectionate  friend  and  brother. 
He  has  now  gone  to  the  blessed  and  everlasting 
rest  of  the  saints.  We,  who  are  still  laboring  and 
toiling  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  hope  soon  to 
be  with  him,  and  join  in  the  praises  of  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain." 

In  1864,  Mr.  Kieffer  resigned  the  Lykens  Yalley 
charge,  and  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Mifflin- 
burg.  Union  county,  Pennsylvania.  Here  he  spent 
a  few  years  in  peaceful  retirement,  and  sought  to 
recruit  his  wasted  strength.  His  health  had  be- 
come very  much  impaired,  and  rest  was  absolutely 
necessary. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  was  partially 
restored;    and,    in    1866,    he  already   felt   able  to 
enter  anew  upon  the  work  of  the  ministry.     Hav- 
irij,-  received  a  call  from  the  Sulphur  Springs  and 
other    congregations  in    the    vicinity    of   Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania,  he  accepted  of  the  same,  and  entered 
upon  his  pastoral  duties  soon  after.      But  his  ser- 
vice here  was   destined  to  be   of  short   duration. 
J  The  fatal  disease  with  which  he  was  afflicted,  si- 
'  lently  and  steadily  advanced,  undermining  his  con- 
stitution, and  wasting  his  enfeebled  strength.     He  • 
was  no  longer  able  to  endure  the  fatigue  of  travel- 1 
i  ing  and  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
His  term  of  service  was  passed,  and   he   was   no 
longer   able  to   serve  his   Lord  in  the  work  of  the 
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liolj  ministrj  as  once  lie  did.  Accordingij  ne  re- 
signed his  congregations,  some  time  in  the  fall  of 
1870,  and  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  of- 
fice. He  sincerely  loved  his  people ;  and  they,  in 
return,  were  warmly  attached  to  him.  Of  his  ser- 
vice among  them  he  could  truly  say :  "I  was  with 
you  in  weakness,  and  in  fear,  and  in  much  tremb- 
ling." 

Of  his  last  illness,  death,  and  burial,  the  Rev. 
John  S.  Foulk  gives  us  in  substance  the  following 
account:  For  six  months  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  af- 
flict him  very  sorely.  During  the  greater  part  of 
this  time  he  was  confined  to  his  bed.  ELe  was 
made  to  possess  days  of  vanity,  and  wearisome 
nights  were  appointed  to  him.  A  surgical  opera- 
tion was  performed  with  such  encouraging  success 
that  it  was  hoped  the  violence  of  the  cancer  would 
abate  and  his  days  be  prolonged  ;  but  it  soon  broke 
out  with  greater  virulence,  and  was  attended  with 
the  most  painful  and  exhausting  paroxysms.  In 
the  midst  of  all  his  sufferings  he  was  patient  and 
submissive,  exclaiming,  "  The  cup  which  my  Father 
hath  given  me  to  drink,  shall  I  not  drink  it?  Not 
my  will,  but  Thine,  O  God,  be  done."  In  his  case 
the  promise  was  fulfilled :  "  When  thou  passest 
through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  shall  not  overflow  thee;  when  thou 
walkest  through  the  fire,  thou  shalt  not  be  burned ; 
neither  shall  the  flames  kindle  upon  thee."  Grace 
was  given  him  to  suffer  as  a  Christian,  and  to  glo- 
rify God  in  the  fiery  furnace.     The  Master  whom 


EPHRATM    KIEFFER.  315 

he  served  was  Ms  rod  and  staff  as  he  passed  through 
the  shadow  and  valley  of  death;  and,  therefore,  he 
feared  no  evil.  He  fell  asleep  gently  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  on  Thursday  night, 
the  11th  of  May,  1871,  aged  58  years,  3  months, 
and  25  days. 

His  funeral  took  place  on  Saturday  afternoon,  May 
13th ;  a  very  large  concourse  of  people  being  present. 
The  services  were  held  in  the  Keformed  church ; 
the  elders  of  his  late  charge  acted  as  pall-bearers.  A 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  pastor  of  the  church, 
the  Eev.  J.  S.  Foulk,  on  Rev.  xiv.  13  :  "  Blessed 
are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth, 
yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from  their 
labor  and  their  works  do  follow  them."  The  litur- 
gical services  were  committed  to  his  successor,  the 
Rev.  "W.  F.  Colliflower,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  H. 
Aurand  and  Rev.  John  Ault.  "■  His  remains  were 
interred  in  a  beautiful  cemetery,  near  the  town. 
"  As  the  weary  sun  was  sinking  in  the  west,  we 
committed  his  body  to  the  silent  grave,  as  to  a 
quiet  dormitory,  there  to  rest  until  the  morning 
of  the  resurrection." 

In  person,  Mr.  Kieffer  was  rather  tall,  slender, 
and  erect,  with  slightly  curled  dark  hair ;  of  a  mild 
and  pleasing  aspect,  courteous,  genial,  and  warm- 
hearted; as  a  preacher,  he  was  agreeable,  plain 
and  effective ;  as  a  pastor,  he  was  faithful,  kind 
and  sympathetic — a  sincerely  good  man  and  true,  i 

He  was  twice  married.  The  first  time,  in  1837, 
to  Miss  Eleanor  Spangler  of  York,  Pennsylvania, 
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bj  wliom  he  had  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  all  of  whom  survived  him,  except  the 
youngest  son,  who  died  a  few  weeks  after  the 
mother's  decease.  Of  this  first  marriage,  two  sons  are 
in  the  ministry.  The  elder,  John  S.  Kiefi'er,  is  pro- 
,  fessor  of  languages  in  Mercersburg  College,  at  Mer- 
cer sburg,  Pennsylvania.  The  younger,  J.  Spangler 
Kiefifer,  is  the  esteemed  pastor  of  the  Eeformed 
church  in  Hagerstown,  Maryland.  A  third  son, 
Henry  M.  Kaeffer,  is  a  member  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  pursuing 
a  course  of  study  preparatory  to  the  holy  ministry. 
His  second  wife  was  Margaret  M.  Linn,  of  Union 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1848.  By  this  second  marriage  he  had  nine  chil- 
dren, six  daughters  and  three  sons,  of  whom  one 
son  and  one  daughter  preceded  their  father  to  the 
eternal  world — "the  blessed  inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light." 
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EEY.  DAYID  OEOOKS. 

J- 
1812—1859.  I 

1  This  earnest  and  faithful  servant  of  Christ  was 
born  March  12th,  1820,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. At  a  proper  age  he  was  received  as  a 
member  of  the  German  Keformed  Church,  being 
confirmed  by  the  Rev.  John  Rebaugh.  FeeUng  him- 
self called  to  labor  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  as 
a  minister  of  the  Word,  he  sought  to  prepare 
himself  for  this  blessed  work.  For  a  time  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  a  manual  labor  institution  in 
Indiana.  Afterwards  he  entered  Marshall  College, 
at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  completed 
his  literary  course,  and  subsequently  studied  the- 
ology under  Dr.  Ranch. 

After  completing  his  theological  course,  he  was 
licensed  by  Zion's  Classis,  in  1838  ;  subsequently 
he  went  to  North  Carolina,  where,  in  1839,  he  re- 
ceived and  accepted  a  call  from  the  Davidson 
charge,  and  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  the  min- 
istry by  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina.*  Here  he  , 
labored  with  much  zeal  and  self-denial  for  the  space 
of  about  seven  years.  His  labors  were  greatly 
blessed,  and  many  precious  souls  were  gathered ! 
into  the  fold  of  the  good  Shepherd  during  his  min- 

»  Ger.  Re/.  Mess.,  Feb.  9th,  1859 ;  also  Syn.  Min.,  1838,  p.  68. 
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istry.  He  was  also  successful  in  uniting  and 
building  up  this  charge,  which  had  been  very  much 
distracted  by  various  untoward  circumstances. 

After  he  closed  his  labors  in  the  Davidson  charge, 
he  was  induced  to  accept  of  a  call  from  the  Lincoln 
charge.  Here  he  exhibited  the  same  zeal  and  ear- 
nestness which  had  previously  characterized  his 
ministry.  He  was  "instant  in  season  and  out  of 
season,"  endeavoring  to  win  souls.  Many  persons 
were  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  sins,  and  led  to 
seek  peace  and  pardon  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  Lord 
made  him  an  instrument  of  much  good  to  this 
people.  In  this  charge  he  preached  nearly  fourteen 
years,  which,  with  the  seven  years  that  he  spent  in 
his  former  charge,  made  about  twenty-one  years 
of  active  service.  During  his  ministry  in  these 
two  charges,  he  baptized  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  persons,  received  between  three  and  four 
hundred  members  into  the  church,  and  preached 
two  hundred  and  seventeen  funeral  sermons. 

As  a  Christian,  Mr.  Crooks  sustained  a  very 
high  character.  He  was  sincerely  devoted  to  his 
Saviour,  whom  he  served  with  unfeigned  love 
He  was  conscientious  almost  to  a  fault,  carefully 
avoiding  the  very  appearance  of  evil.  He  was 
kind  and  gentle,  having  a  most  tender  regard  for 
the  feelings  of  others;  and  if  he  had  at  any  time 
unintentionally  wounded  the  feelings  of  any  person, 
he  was  ever  ready  to  ask  forgiveness,  as  he  also 
was  himself  ready  to  forgive  others.  A  strict  re- 
gard to  truth  and  honesty  characterized  him  in  all 
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his  dealings.  He  was  thus  enabled  to  preach  by 
example  as  well  as  by  precept.  It  was  this  feature 
in  his  character  and  ministry  that  gave  such  weight 
and  power  to  his  labors  and  efforts  for  the  salvation 
of  men.  His  words  came  with  increased  force 
from  the  fact  that  they  were  sustained  by  his  own 
character  and  conduct. 

In  the  family  circle  he  proved  himself  a  kind 
and  affectionate  husband,  and  a  most  tender 
and  loving  parent.  He  loved  all  children  and  took 
a  particular  interest  in  them ;  and  this  love  showed 
itself  doubly  strong  and  tender  towards  his  own 
little  flock — the  children  of  his  own  family.  Shortly 
before  his  death  he  called  them  to  his  bedside  and 
gave  them  his  dying  charge,  affectionately  exhort- 
ing them  to  prepare  to  meet  him  in  heaven.  He 
then  commended  them  to  the  care  of  his  heavenly 
Father — the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  the  sympathies  of  a  Christian  community. 

As  a  preacher  of  righteousness,  Mr.  Crooks  was 
truly  eloquent  and  impressive.  As  he  aimed  par- 
ticularly at  the  spiritual  good  of  his  hearers,  he 
was  able  to  speak  with  the  greater  simplicity, 
power,  and  effect.  His  main  object,  in  all  his  efforts, 
was  to  enlighten  the  understanding  and  affect  the 
heart;  hence  he  was  eminently  plain  and  practical, 
and  carefully  avoided  all  abstruse  and  knotty  ques- 
tions, of  which  he  could  make  no  practical  appH- 
cation.  He  possessed  the  rare  talent  of  saying 
much  in  a  few  words,  and  of  coming  directlv  to 
the  point  at  which  he  aimed.     These  are  qualifica- 
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tions  in  a  minister  that  can  hardly  be  too  highly 
valued.  .  That  only  deserves  the  name  of  eloquence 
which  afifects  the  heart,  while  it  enlightens  and 
convinces  the  understanding,  and  does  this  in  the 
shortest  and  most  effectual  way.  This  Mr.  Crooks 
keenly  felt,  and  shaped  his  efforts  accordingly. 
.'  And  it  was  his  strict  adherence  to  this  course 
which  caused  his  labors  to  be  crowned  with  such 
wonderful  success. 

Mr.  Crook  had  not  enjoyed  good  health  for  many 
years.  His  disease  was  pulmonary  consumption, 
with  which  he  was  more  or  less  afflicted  for  four- 
teen years ;  but  he  continued  to  labor,  with  little 
interruption,  till  a  few  weeks  before  his  death, 
when  he  was  taken  with  profuse  bleeding  of  the 
lungs,  by  which  he  was  very  much  prostrated,  and 
continued  gradually  to  sink  until  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1859,  when  he  quietly  breathed  his  last,  hav- 
ing attained  the  age  of  46  years,  10  months,  and 
4  days. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  St. 
Matthew's  church.  The  funeral  was  largely  at- 
tended by  the  members  of  his  charge,  besides  many 
other  acquaintances  and  friends.  Kev.  J.  Ingold 
preached  an  interesting  sermon  on  Heb.  xi.  4  :  "He 
being  dead,  yet  speaketh,"  and  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  John  Lantz,  who  made  some  additional 
remarks  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
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EEY.  EMANUEL  H.  HOFFHEINS. 
1815—1863. 

It  is  to  us  a  most  delightfal  task  to  record  the  | 
life  and  labors  of  this  excellent  brother  and  faith- 
ful minister  of  Christ.  His  life  was  earnest  and 
beautiful,  and  his  ministry  one  of  great  zeal  and 
fidelity.  We  knew  him  well,  and  all  our  recollec- 
tions of  him  are  of  the  most  pleasing  character. 

Brother  Hoff'heins  was  a  native  of  York  county, 
Pennsylvania,  as  were  also  his  parents — John  and 
Elizabeth  Hoff'heins — both  of  them  regular  and 
consistent  members  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
Emanuel  was  born  on  the  18th  day  of  September, 
1815,^  and  early  dedicated  to  God  in  the  ordinance 
of  holy  baptism.  As  his  parents  had  thus  solemnly 
presented  him  to  God,  so  they  endeavored  to 
bring  him  up  in  "  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord;"  and,  in  due  time,  he  came  forward  to 
confess  his  Lord  and  Saviour  before  the  Church 
and  the  world.  He  was  received  by  confirmation 
into  full  communion  with  the  Church  by  his  faithful 
pastor — the  Rev.  Daniel  Ziegler.  JSTot  long  after 
this  solemn  event — his  reception  into  the  Church 
— he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  serve  the  Lord  in  the 
office  and  work  of   the  holy  ministry.     The  first 

»  Qer.  Re/.  Mess.,  April  15th,  1863. 
21 
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impulse  to  this  sense  of  duty  seems  to  have  been 
given  bj  the  incidental  remark  of  his  mother  that 
"  she  believed  he  would  become  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  because  he  committed  and  repeated  so  many 
passages  from  the  holy  Scriptures."  He  was  very 
young  at  the  time  when  this  remark  fell  from  the  lips 
of  his  mother ;  but  it  fell  into  a  young  and  tender 
heart,  where  it  found  a  congenial  soil  and  became 
a  controlling  power. 

He  commenced  his  literary  and  theological 
studies,  if  we  mistake  not,  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  finished  them  at  York,  After  complet- 
ing his  course  he  was  licensed  by  the  Zion's  Classis, 
in  April,  1839,  and  ordained  to  the  office  and  work 
of  the  ministry,  on  the  23d  day  of  October,  in  the 
same  year,  by  a  committee  of  the  Susquehanna 
Classis.*  Having  received  and  accepted  a  call  from 
the  Beaver  Dam  charge,  in  Snyder  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, he  was  at  the  same  time  installed  as  its 
pastor.  He  had  been  already  here  since  June,  en- 
gaged in  the  duties  of  his  office.  He  remained 
here  only  about  one  year,  having  resigned  his 
charge  in  October,  184:0.  During  his  pastorate  in 
this  charge  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Julia  A.  Swope,  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children.  One  of  his  sons — the 
eldest — is  in  the  ministry  of  the  Eeformed  Church. 

In  1840,  he  removed  to  Elizabethtown,  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania,  having  received  a  call  from 
that  place.     His  charge  consisted  of  four  regular 

*  Letter  of  his  son— Rev.  J.  A.  HotTheius. 
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congregations,  with  several  preaching  points. 
Here  he  labored  with  great  zeal  and  success  up  to 
1850,  a  period  of  ten  years.  It  was  while  in  this 
field  that  he  became  personally  known  to  us.  We 
have  always  regarded  him  as  a  very  earnest  and 
foithful  preacher  and  efficient  pastor.  The  churches 
under  his  care  prospered  greatly  during  his  minis- 
try. The  charge,  however,  was  large  and  laborious, 
and  the  pastor  encompassed  with  many  difficulties. 
He  became  discouraged  and  finally  resigned. 

In  the  spring  of  1850,  he  received  and  accepted 
a  call  from  the  New  Providence  charge,  in  the 
same  county,  and  entered  immediately  upon  the 
duties  of  his  calling,  as  their  spiritual  guide  and 
pastor.  Here  also  he  labored  with  his  usual  zeal 
and  earnestness,  and  his  efforts  were  greatly 
blessed.  Besides  building  up  the  congregations 
composing  the  original  charge,  he  succeeded  in  or- 
ganizing a  new  congregation,  which,  during  his 
efficient  pastorate,  erected  a  beautiful  house  of 
worship.  He  remained  in  this  charge  only  about 
two  years;  but  they  were  years  of  much  earnest 
work  and  great  fruitfulness.  The  progress  made 
was  of  a  solid  and  abiding  character,  based  upon 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Church. 

In  his  earlier  ministry.  Brother  Hoflfheins,  as 
was  natural  for  a  man  of  such  ardent  feelings  and 
burning  zeal,  had  been-extensively  affected  by  the  for- 
eign spirit  which  about  that  time  swept  over  our 
spiritual  heritage  with  such  fearful  power  and  suc- 
cess.    He  conducted  his  services  to  a  larg-e  extent 
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in  tlie  spirit  and  temper  of  the  so-called  "  new- 
measure  system."  Like  many  of  his  ministerial 
brethren,  he  Avas  unconsciously  beguiled  by  this 
showy  system  into  a  course  wholly  at  variance 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
He  was,  however,  effectually  cured ;  and,  his  cure 
coming  in  the  way  of  personal  experience,  he  could  \ 
appreciate  the  more  fully  the  older  and  better  sys-  ; 
tem  of  the  Church  in  which  he  was  a  minister.         I 

In  the  power  of  this  better  and  more  churchly 
spirit  he  had  achieved  the  good  work  already  no- 
ticed ;  and,  in  the  same  spirit,  he  now  entered,  in 
1852,  upon  his  duties  in  his  last  charge  to  which 
he  had  received  a  call,  namely,  Abbottstown,  in 
Adams  county,  Pennsylvania.  Here  he  labored 
earnestly  and  successfully  up  to  the  time  of  his 
sudden  and  unexpected  death.  "  He  entered  this 
charge  under  very  discouraging  circumstances,  yet 
these  only  stimulated  his  energies,  and  he  had  the 
unspeakable  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  work  of  the 
Lord  prospering  in  his  hands.  During  the  ten 
years  and  six  months  of  his  pastorate  among  this 
people,  the  distracted  congregations  were  brought 
into  a  state  of  harmony  and  peace,  two  of  his 
churches  re-modeled,  and  two  entirely  new  and 
really  beautiful  church  edifices  erected.  In  the 
last  one  he  had  not  the  pleasure  of  preaching,  as  it 
was  dedicated  only  a  short  time  before  his  death." 
Of  the  private  character  and  social  quali- 
ties of  Brother  Iloffheins  we  can  speak  with  un- 
feigned pleasure.     He  was  in  every  respect  a  good 
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man — ^pious,  humble,  and  unpretending.  His  amia- 
bility was  equal  to  his  meekness  and  humility. 
He  was  exceedingly  kind  and  generous — endeavor- 
ing to  accommodate  everybody,  as  far  as  it  lay  in 
his  power.  "We  frequently  visited  his  family  and 
had  every  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  him  also  in  his  domestic  relations.  Here,  too, 
his  excellent  Christian  character  appeared.  He 
sought  earnestly  to  train  his  children  according  to 
the  precepts  of  the  blessed  Gospel. 

As  a  preacher,  Mr.  Hoff  heins  was  earnest,  sin- 
cere and  quite  successful  in  winning  souls  for  Christ. 
His  success  was  dependent  not  on  his  speaking 
powers  exactly,  although  these  were  quite  respect- 
able, but  rather  on  his  deep,  earnest,  and  unfeigned 
piety — his  simplicity,  directness,  and  zeal  in  the 
proclamation  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ. 
His  doctrinal  views  were  clear  and  well-defined, 
and  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  genius 
of  the  Gospel.  His  great  aim  was  properly  to  un- 
derstand the  holy  Scriptures,  and  then  to  proclaim  its 
teachings  with  zeal  and  fervor.  He  accomplished 
much  good  in  the  service  of  his  Lord  and 
Master. 

Brother  Hoff  heins  died  very  suddenly,  at  his 
residence  in  Abbottstown,  Adams  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, after  an  illness  of  only  a  few  days,  March 
28th,  1863,  aged  47  years,  6  months,  and  13  days. 
He  left  an  affectionate  wife  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  early  death.  One  of  these  latter — the 
youngest  of  the  family — has  since  followed,  as  one 
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of  them,  tlie  eldest  daughter,  had  preceded  him  to 
the  land  of  the  blest. 

His  mortal  remains  were  deposited,  with  appro- 
priate religious  services,  in  their  quiet  resting-place 
in  the  grave-yard  attached  to  the  Eeformed  church 
at  Abbottstown,  where  they  await  the  coming  of 
the  Lord,  when  He  shall  come  "  to  be  glorified  in 
His  saints  and  admired  in  all  them  that  love  His 
appearance."  Over  his  grave  the  members  have 
erected  a  white  marble  monument,  ten  feet  high, 
with  appropriate  inscriptions.  His  memory  is 
sacredly  cherished  by  the  devoted  people  among 
whom  his  last  and  ripest  years  were  spent  and  his 
best  services  performed.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead 
which  die  in  the  Lord  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors  •  and  their  works 
do  follow  them." 
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EEY.  JOHN  E.  KOOKEN". 

1815—1862. 

Mr.  Kooken  was  a  native  of  Centre  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Of  the  exact  time  and  place  of  his 
birth,  and  of  his  parentage,  we  have  not  been  able 
to  obtain  any  definite  information. 

He  pursued  his  literary  and  theological  studies 
at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania.  Having  completed 
his  course,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry,  by  the  old  Sus- 
quehanna Classis,  in  184:1,  and  settled  in  Dauphin, 
Pennsylvania,  as  pastor  of  a  charge  composed  of 
six  congregations.'^  He  remained  here  about  two 
years,  when  a  call  was  extended  to  him.  from  the 
Grindstone-hill  charge,  in  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, which  he  accepted,  and  entered  upon  his 
duties  in  this  new  field  in  1843.  The  charge  was 
composed  of  four  congregations,  and  required  much 
labor  and  exposure  to  do  justice  to  the  people. 
His  services  were  generally  appreciated  and 
crowned  with  an  encouraging  measure  of  success. 
He  remained  here  till  the  fall  of  184:4:.  Soon  after- 
wards he  accepted  of  a  call  to  the  Trappe,  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pennsylvania.  This  charge  was 
composed  of  two  congregations,  namely,  Trappe 
and  Vincent. 

»Syn,  Min.,  1841,  pp.  21,  81. 
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After  serving  in  this  last  field  for  several  years, 
lie  went  to  Norristown,  in  the  same  county,  and 
established  a  very  flourishing  congregation — a  new 
and  beautiful  church  being  built  during  his  pastor- 
ate. He  labored  in  this  congregation  for  a  period 
of  about  five  years,  up  to  1852.  In  the  meantime 
he  founded  a  flourishing  school  for  young  ladies — 
the  Elmwood  Seminary,  which  he,  in  connection 
with  several  other  brethren,  carried  forward  success- 
fully along  with  the  congregati  on.  Both  the  church, 
erected  during  his  ministry,  and  this  school,  bear 
testimonj^  to  his  zeal  and  industry,  and  show  what 
can  be  accomplished  by  oiie  who  is  animated  by  a 
proper  spirit  of  enterprise  and  zeal  for  the  cause 
in  which  he  is  engaged. 

After  resigning  at  Norristown,  Mr.  Kooken  was 
for  some  years  without  any  regular  pastoral  charge. 
Part  of  this  time  he  resided  at  Mercersburg,  and 
was  engaged  in  teaching.  At  a  subsequent  period 
he  was  appointed  United  States  Consul  at  Trini- 
dad, Isle  of  Caba,  where  he  remained  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  in  1862,  when  he  returned 
North.  Having  some  knowledge  of  military  affairs, 
and  being  of  an  ardent  temperament,  he  raised  a 
company  of  volunteers,  became  their  leader,  and 
conducted  them  to  the  scene  of  conflict.  He  was 
slain  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  in 
1862. 

During  his  pastorate  at  the  Trappe,  Mr.  Kooken 
was  married  to  a  lady  of  that  place,  in  181:5  or '46,  who 
with  two  children — the  fruit  of  this  union — were 
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left  to  mourn  his  untimely  death.       He  was  aged 
47  years  and   some  days. 

Mr.  Kooken  was  rather  tall,  well  set,  of  florid 
complexion,  ardent  temperament,  and  unbounded 
energy  and  enterprise.  His  talents  were  good  and 
his  education  respectable.  His  lively  disposition 
made  him  a  very  agreeable  companion,  and  always 
drew  around  him  a  host  of  warm  and  enthusiastic 
friends.  As  a  pastor,  he  was  faithful,  earnest  and 
successful,  and  as  a  preacher,  acceptable  and  even 
popular.  He  unfortunately  took  up  the  sword, 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  sure  word  of  inspira- 
tion, "died  with  the  sword." 
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EEV.  SAMUEL  J.  FETZER. 

1820—1861. 

Mr.  Fetzer  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Virginia, 
on  the  14tli  day  of  September,  1820.  He  was  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Fetzer."^  His  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Eev.  Bernhard  F.  Willy,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  and  labors  is  found  in  the 
second  volume  of  this  work.  He  was  baptized  in 
his  infancy,  b.ut  by  whom '  is  not  known.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  a  tinner, 
of  Woodstock,  by  the  name  of  Bear.  During  this 
apprenticeship,  and  not  long  after  entering  upon  it, 
he  was  led  to  make  a  public  profession  of  his  faith 
by  uniting  with  the  Reformed  church  at  Wood- 
stock, then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev. 
Jacob  F.  Dieffenbacher,  of  blessed  memory.  Some- 
time after  his  union  with  the  Church,  he  felt  him- 
self called  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry, 
and,  being  generously  released  by  his  master  from 
the  apprenticeship,  he  commenced  attending  school 
with  a  view  of  qualifying  himself  for  this  work. 
Being  in  indigent  circumstances,  he  was  aided  by 
his  friends  and  brethren  in  the  congregation  of 
which  he  was  a  member.      He  received  also  some 


♦Rev.  Henry  St.  John  Rinker,  to  whom  wo  aro  indebted  for  the 
main  facts  of  this  sketch. 
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assistance  from  the  Classis  of  Virginia,  wHch  was 
then  in  its  infancy. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  the  school  of  his 
native  town,  and,  accompanied  by  the  Kev.  Henry 
St.  John  Einker,  went  to  Mercersburg,  Pennsyh 
vania,  and  entered  the  Preparatory  Department  of 
Marshall  College,  remaining  there  until  the  fall  ot 
1839,  when  he  came  home,  and  was  not  able  after-  »• 
wards  to  resume  and  continue  his  studies,  for  want 
of  the  necessary  means.  In  the  interval  between 
this  time  and  the  spring  of  1842,  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  privately,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Eev.  Daniel  Feete,  then  pastor  of  the  Mt.  Craw- 
ford charge,  in  Kockingham  county,  Virginia.  His 
literary  and  theological  course  being  pursued,  thus, 
partly  at  our  institutions  in  Mercersburg,  and  partly 
in  a  private  way  at  home,  was  necessarily  some- 
what imperfect  and  faulty ;  but  being  a  young  man 
of  good  talents,  he  succeeded  in  acquiring  a  large 
amount  of  useful  knowledge,  and  becoming,  in 
spite  of  early  disadvantages,  an  acceptable  preacher 
and  a  useful  minister  of  the  Gospel. 

In  the  spring  of  1842,  during  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Virginia  Classis  in  the  St.  John's  church, 
Augusta  county,  Virginia,  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  Soon  after  this  he  received  and 
accepted  a  call  from  the  Mill  Creek  charge,  in-^ 
Shenandoah  county,  Virginia,  and  was  subsequently 
ordained  to  the  holy  ministry,*  and  installed  as 

*Syn.  Min.,  1842,  p.  22. 
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pastor  of  the  said  charge  by  a  committee  of  Classis, 
consisting  of  the  Eev.  J.  C.  Hensell  and  Daniel 
Feete.  At  the  beginning  of  his  ministry,  he  was 
for  a  year  or  two  associated  with  the  late  Eev.  J.  S. 
Kessler,  D.  D.,  as  English  pastor  of  the  congrega- 
tions composing  this  charge,  namely,  Zion's,  Pine, 
Eader's,  St.  Paul's  and  Grace.  In  1844,  this  ar- 
rangement was  changed,  and  Mr.  Fetzer  took  sole 
charge  of  Grace  and  St.  Paul's,  while  Dr.  Kessler 
continued  to  serve  the  remaining  congregations. 
He  remained  in  this  new  charge  for  several  years 
only,  when,  in  1846,  he  became  the  pastor  of  five 
congregations  in  Pendleton  county,  Virginia,  where 
he  preached  four  years  with  much  acceptance  and 
success.  This  charge  was  a  very  laborious  one,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  congregations  lay  at  great  dis- 
tances from  each  other,  and  remote  also  from  the 
place  of  his  residence. 

Soon  after  entering  the  ministry,  in  October, 
1842,  Mr.  Fetzer  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  holy 
matrimony  with  Miss  Angeline  McAtee,  of  Mt. 
Crawford,  Virginia,  the  Eev.  John  Brown,  D.  D., 
of&ciating. 

In  the  spring  of  1850,  he  received  and  accepted 
a  call  from  the  Augusta  charge,  in  the  county  of 
the  same  name,  which  he  served  up  to  May,  1858 
when  he  resigned  the  same,  and  for  the  following 
two  years,  while  remaining  in  Virginia,  he  is  re- 
ported as  without  any  pastoral  charge.  Whether 
this  temporary  cessation  from  the  active  duties  of 
the  ministry  was  owing  to  ill-health,  we  are  not 
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able  to  say;  nor  do  we  know  what  was  his  partica- 
lar  occupation  during  this  interval  of  time.  Tliis, 
however,  was  his  last  field  of  labor  in  Virginia. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  he  received  a  call  from 
the  West  Eowan  charge,  in  the  county  of  Eowan, 
North  Carolina.  He  entered  "upon  his  pastoral 
duties  in  this  new  field  with  encouraging  prospects 
of  success.  He  labored  hard  and  faithfully,  and 
his  efforts  seem  to  have  been  highly  appreciated 
and  crowned  with  success.  Prospects  of  extensive 
usefulness  were  thus  opening  up  before  him,  when, 
suddenly,  he  was  called  away  from  the  Church 
militant  on  earth,  to  the  Church  triumphant  in 
heaven. 

Brother  Fetzer  died  at  his  residence  in  Eowan 
county,  North  Carolina,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th 
of  August,  1861,  aged  40  years,  10  months  and  25 
days.  His  remains  were  deposited,  with  appropri- 
ate religious  services,  in  the  grave-yard  of  the  Mt. 
Zion  Church,  in  Rowan  county,  North  Carolina, 
where  a  marble  tomb-stone  with  a  suitable  inscrip- 
tion marks  the  spot  where  his  ashes  repose,  await- 
ing in  hope  the  glorious  resurrection  morn,  when 
the  Lord  shall  come  ''  to  be  glorified  in  His  saints 
and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe." 

He  was  visited  during  his  last  illness  by  the  Rev. 
J.  Ingold,  who  sought  to  administer  to  him  the 
consolations  of  the  Gospel,  and  also  by  the  Rev.  P.  A. 
Long,  who  was  with  him  during  the  last  few  days 
of  his  life.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  G.  W.  Welker,  from  the  words  :    "I  will 
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not  leave  you  comfortless  ;  I  will  come  to  you."  A 
disconsolate  wife  and  eight  children  were  left  to 
mourn  an  affectionate  husband  and  father  ;  but  they 
mourn  not  as  those  '*  who  have  no  hope,"  feeling 
assured  that  their  loss  is  his  unspeakable  gain,  and 
that  he  has  only  gone  before  them  to  that  happy 
world  "  where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling  and 
where  the  weary  are  at  rest." 

"  As  a  preacher,  he  was  quite  respectable,"  says 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Rinker,  "  considering  the  very  limited 
educational  advantages,  which  he  enjoyed,  and  the 
many  difficulties  he  had  to  contend  with,  not  only 
while  preparing  himself  for  his  work,  but  also  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  his  subsequent  life.  His  preach- 
ing was  more  of  a  hortatory  and  practical  charac- 
ter, than  argumentative  and  doctrinal.  He  sought 
to  alarm  the  guilty  fears  of  sinners  that  they  might 
thus  be  driven  to  seek  refuge  from  the  coming 
wrath  in  the  arms  of  redeeming  mercy.  He  seems 
to  have  been  more  successful  in  his  ministry  in 
North  Carolina  than .  in  Virginia.  His  labors  here 
were  highly  appreciated,  and  himself  much  beloved, 
by  the  people  of  West  Rowan  charge,  in  the  midst 
of  whom  he  died."  , 

In  his  social  and  domestic  relations  he  was  very 
happy,  being  a  devoted  husband  and  an  affection- 
ate father,  a  good  citizen  and  a  kind  and  ol)liging 
neighbor.  He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  breth- 
ren in  the  ministry,  and  all  those  with  whom  he  as- 
sociated. "  Sad  indeed  was  the  intelligence  which 
announced  that  Brother  Fetzer  was  no  more."     As 
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to  his  personal  appearance,  Mr.  Fetzer  was  of  me- 
dium size,  well  set,  and  strongly  built ;  hair  jet 
black  and  straight,  with  a  slight  tendency  to  curl ; 
countenance  regularly  formed  and  handsome.  He 
was  of  a  mild  and  amiable  disposition,  possessed  of 
fine  natural  talents,  a  close  student,  and  quite  an 
acceptable  preacher ;  whose  name  and  services  will 
be  held  in  grateful  remembranoe. 
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BEY.  THEODOEE  C.  W.  HOFFEDITZ. 

1818—1859. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketcli  was  a  son  of  tbe 
Eev.  Dr.  Theodore  L.  Hoffeditz  and  Julia  Ann,  bis 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rotb.  He  was  born 
December  26tb,  1818,  in  Upper  Mount  Betbel,Nortb- 
ampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  bis  venerable 
father  was  then  pastor.  He  grew  up  in  the  place 
of  bis  nativity,  and  received  such  an  education  as 
the  country  schools  then  afforded.  After  having 
been  duly  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  precepts 
of  the  Gospel,  he  was  received  into  full  communion 
with  the  German  Reformed  Church  by  the  rite  of 
confirmation — his  own  father  officiating. 

His  mind  and  heart  were  early  directed  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry.  His  studies,  preparatory  to 
this  holy  office,  he  pursued  at  Mercersburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. After  completing  his  literary  course  in 
Marshall  College,  having  graduated  in  the  fall  of 
1840,  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  located 
in  the  same  place,  and  passed  through  a  regular 
course.  He  was  licensed  by  the  Classis  of  East 
Pennsylvania,  and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry  in 
1842,"^  and  installed  pastor  of  the  Hamilton  charge, 
ill  Monroe  county,  composed  of  congregations  for- 

•Syn.  Miu.,  181-2,  p.  21. 
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merly  served  by  his  father,  the  Kev.  Dr.  Hoffeditz. 
In  this  charge,  consisting  of  two  congregations,  he 
labored  faithfully,  earnestly,  and  with  much  accept- 
ance and  success  for  several  years.  His  health, 
however,  soon  gave  way,  and  he  was  compelled  to 
resign  his  charge,  and  retire  permanently  from  the 
active  duties  of  the  ministry. 

He  had  but  the  one  pastoral  charge,  in  which  he 
commenced  and  ended  his  public  life.  He  labored 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  only  about  three  years, 
when  he  became  wholly  disqualified  for  the  pasto- 
ral office.  When  he  left  his  field  of  labor,  he  re- 
turned to  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  the  scene  of 
his  student  life,  and  the  home  of  his  companion,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Adam  Hoke.  Here  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  in  peaceful  retirement,  at- 
tending to  such  secular  business  as  his  shattered 
health  would  permit,  in  order  to  gain  a  subsistence 
for  himself  and  his  family. 

Mr.  Hofteditz  was  a  good  man,  a  fine  scholar, 
and  an  earnest  and  acceptable  preacher,  as  well  as 
a  faithful  pastor.  His  excessive  zeal  and  abundant 
labors  probably  induced,  or,  at  least,  aggravated  his 
disease,  and  hastened  his  death ;  which  was  but  the 
final  result  of  a  fatal  disorder — consumption — con- 
tracted at  the  very  beginning  of  his  ministry. 
After  many  years  of  intense  suffering  and  painful 
privations,  in  being  obliged  to  relinquish  the  work 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  his  fellow-men,  he  died 
in  gi'eat  peace,  at  his  residence  in  Mercersburg, 
Penns3dvania,   on  the  3d  day  of  February,  1859, 

•>9 
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at  the  age  of  40  years,  2  months  and  5  days.* 
His  remains  were  interred  in  the  beautiful  ceme- 
tery, near  the  village,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
concourse  of  sorrowing  friends  and  acquaintances. 
A  funeral  discourse,  suitable  to  the  occasion,  was 
delivered  by  the  pastor  of  the  church — the  Rev.  I. 
G.  Brown-and  "  also  a  very  appropriate  address  by  | 
the  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Y.  Gerhart,  who  happened  to  be  i 
present  at  the  time."  His  remarks  were  based  on 
the  beautiful  words  addressed  to  St.  John :  "  Write, 
blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labors ;  and  their  works  do  follow 
them."  The  Rev.  Drs.  Schaff  and  Wolft*  were  also 
present  and  participated  in  the  funeral  solemnities. 

Sweet  to  the  weary  pilgrim  of  earth  is  "  the  rest 
which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God."  All  his 
sorrows,  cares,  and  anxieties,  as  well  as  his  tempta- 
tions and  trials,  come  to  an  end,  and  are  forgotten 
in  the  quiet  and  blissful  realms  of  the  future — the 
eternal  world. 

"  There  is  an  hour  of  peaceful  rest, 
To  mourning  wanderers  giv'n ; 
There  is  a  tear  for  souls  distressed, 
A  balm  for  every  wounded  breast ; 
'Tis  found  alone  in  heav'n." 

•Qer  Be/,  Mess.,  Feb.  16tli,  1869. 
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EEY.  CHRISTIAN  RUDOLPH  KESSLER 

1823—1855. 

Christian  Rudolph  Kessler*  was  born  on  tlie 
20th  of  Februar}^,  1823,  in  the  district  of  Davos 
and  Canton  of  Graubuenden,  in  Switzerland.  His 
parents  were  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Kessler,  D.  D.,  and  his 
wife  Christiana,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jeklin. 
He  received  his  earhest  education  in  a  parochial 
school  conducted  by  his  father  in  his  native  place, 
nntil  the  close  of  the  year  1835,  when  he  was  sent 
to  the  Canton  school  at  Chur,  the  highest  institu- 
tion of  learning  in  his  native  country.  He  was 
here  trained  in  the  elements  of  a  liberal  education 
by  highly  accomplished  teachers,  and  made  the 
most  satisfactory  progress  in  his  studies.  In  April, 
1840,  he  was  sent  to  the  University  of  Leipsic,  in 
Saxony,  but  did  not  remain  there  long,  being  called 
home  by  his  father's  departure  to  America.  He 
now  pursued  his  studies  privately,  devoting  him- 
\  self  especially  to  Pedagogics,  or  the  science  of  edu- 

:  cation,  being  especially  incited  to  this  by  the  in- 
creased interest  in   education  which  had  recently 

I  been  awakened  by  the  efforts  of  the  Graubuenden 

*  Substantiallv  from  the  pen  of  his  fatHer,  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  Kess- 
ler ,  AUentoivn  Democrat,  March  •24th,  1855 ;  also  Ger.  Rcf.  Mess.. 
March  2«th,  1855,  ami  KLrchenzeitung  of  same  date. 
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Educational  Association,  of  wliicli  his  father  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  most  active  members. 

In  the  autumn  of  1841,  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  America,  and  a  few  months  afterwards,  by  the 
advice  of  his  father,  entered  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  the  German  Eeformed  Church,  at  Mercers- 

1  burg.  Here,  besides  giving  instruction  in  German, 
he  pursued  his  theological  studies,  attending  with 
especial  interest  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Nevin,  with 
whom,  also,  he  formed  a  friendship  that  lasted 
through  his  life.  During  this  time  he  made  him- 
self well  acquainted  with  the  English  language, 
which,  in  after  life,  he  spoke  with  great  freedom 
and  fluency. 

In  the  spring  of  1843,  he  was  received  into  the 
Gospel  ministry  by  the  Classis  of  Virginia,  and  was 
appointed  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  congregations  in 
Pendleton  county,  Virginia.  He  remained  here 
only  a  year,  but  even  in  this  short  time  his  devo- 
tion to  his  work,  his  open-heartedness  and  fidelity 
secured  him  the  love  and  confidence  of  his  people, 
and  of  all  who  knew  him,  in  a  very  high  degree. 
Although    he    went   into   that  region  as   a  Ger- 

•  man  preacher,  he  soon  commenced  preaching  in 
English,  which  was  the  predominant  language 
there. 

In  the  following  spring,  1844,  an  invitation  was 

->  given  to  him  by  the  church-council  of  the  Salem  con- 
gregation in  Philadelphia,  strongly  supported  by 
their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bibighaus,  to  become  as- 
sistant pastor  in  that  important  charge.     Of  thia 
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invitation  he  accepted,  and  here  commenced  a  new 
era  in  his  laborious  life  of  usefulness. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1845,  he  was  married  to 
the  wife  who  still  survives  him,  Anna  Maria  Leh- 
mann,  only  daughter  of  the  Hon.  David  Lehmann 
and  his  wife,  Anna  Maria,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Salade,  both  also  natives  of  Switzerland.  In 
the  infirm  state  of  Dr.  Bibighaus'  health,  the 
ministerial  duties  of  the  charge  were  naturally 
very  severe  upon  the  youthful  assistant,  but  he  la- 
bored incessantly,  and  his  integrity  and  character- 
istic firmness,  united  with  great  amiability,  soon 
secured  for  him  the  esteem  and  confidence,  not  only 
of  the  members  of  his  church,  but  of  a  large  cir- 
cle of  friends,  both  lay  and  clerical,  in  other  de- 
nominations. 

But  this  career  of  usefulness,  commenced  under 
circumstances  so  flattering  and  hopeful,  was  soon 
brought  to  a  close.  An  attack  of  bronchitis,  then 
unusually  prevalent  among  the  younger  members 
of  the  ministry,  undermined  his  health,  which  had 
hitherto  been  uninterrupted,  soon  forced  him  to  re- 
linquish his  ministerial  duties,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  early  death. 

In  the  autumn  of  1845,  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
sign his  pastoral  charge  in  Philadelphia.  This 
failure  of  his  health,  however,  by  no  means  abated 
his  active  impulses  and  his  strong  desire  to  render 
himself  useful  to  his  fellow-men.  After  long  and 
careful  meditation  as  to  the  mode  in  which  he 
might  effect  most  for  the  cause  of  Christ  and  for 
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the  good  of  man,  lie  arrived  at  the  conviction  that 
he  could  be  most  useful  by  devoting  himself  to  the 
laborious  yet  sacred  work  of  educating  the  young, 
and  this  he  at  once  resolved  to  do.  But  how  to 
carry  out  this  resolution  was,  in  his  circumstances, 
a  question  difficult  to  answer.  Before  long,  how- 
ever, a  door  was  opened  to  him.  A  young  Luth- 
eran minister,  Mr.  Brobst,  the  well-known  editor  of 
the  Jugend  Freund^  a  paper  devoted  to  the  work  of 
youthful  education  among  our  German  population, 
encouraged  him  to  make  the  experiment  of  estab- 
lishing a  school  at  Allentown.  To  this  place  he 
came  in  April,  1848,  and  soon  obtained  from  Mr. 
Christian  Pretz,  an  active  and  intelligent  promoter 
of  the  plan,  a  suitable  house  in  which  to  commence 
his  operations.  The  difficulties  which  he  had  to 
encounter  in  such  an  undertaking  can  readily  be 
conceived  by  those  familiar  with  educational  move- 
ments, and  need  not  here  be  detailed.  He  first  pro- 
posed establishing  an  institution  for  the  education 
of  teachers,  but  soon  perceived  that  this  idea  could 
not  be  carried  out  at  that  time,  and  he  therefore 
changed  his  institution  into  a  seminary  or  boarding- 
school  for  boys.  In  May  of  the  same  year  he  com- 
menced with  four  scholars,  a  beginning  which 
would  have  discouraged  a  man  of  less  resolute 
character ;  but,  in  faithful  reliance  upon  God  and 
upon  Christ,  the  great  friend  of  children,  he  re- 
mained unshaken  in  his  purpose.  Nor  was  it  long 
before  his  admirable  character,  his  capacity  as  a 
teacher  of  youth,  and  his  many  good  qualities,  be- 
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came  widely  known.  Public  confidence  continued 
to  increase,  and  with  it  the  number  of  his  pupils. 
His  plans  had  to  be  extended  and  his  school  build- 
ings enlarged  from  time  to  time.  In  all  these  he 
was  most  liberally  supported  by  the  gentlemen 
whose  confidence  he  had  gained  and  whose  prem- 
ises he  occupied.  ', 

In  1852,  a  new  three-story  building  was  erected 
at  a  short  distance  from  that  which  he  had  origi- 
nally occupied,  and  two  years  afterwards,  these  two 
buildings  were  united  by  one  of  still  greater  size, 
four  stories  high,  so  that  the  whole  is  now,  perhaps, 
the  largest  and  finest  building  of  the  kind  in  Penn- 
sjlvania.  This  increase  of  accommodation  was  de- 
manded by  the  steadily  increasing  number  of  pu- 
pils. Nor  were  these  expectations  disappointed, 
for  the  fall  session  was  opened  with  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  pupils,  the  whole  attendance  during 
the  year  having  been  over  two  hundred. 

But  as  his  institution   continued  to  extend  and 
flourish  more  and  more,  his  bodily  powers  were  fast 
declining.     In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  had  to  call  his 
father  to  his  assistance,  to  aid  in  carrying  on  his  ope- 
rations and  meeting  the  wants  of  his  school.      But  all 
this  was  unavailing.    His  energetic  will  did,  indeed, 
continue  to  triumph  over  the  weakness  of  his  body, ' 
and,  until  within  five  weeks  of  his  decease,  he  con- 1? 
tinned  to  instruct  some  of  his  classes,  who  came  daily  j 
into  his  sick  chamber  for  recitation,  where  he  in-  j 
structed  them,  though  in  a  feeble  and  broken  voice.  It 
now  became  his  strongest  desire  to  procure  a  suitable 
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successor  in  the  scTiool  which  he  had  founded,  and 
during  seven  years  so  sedulously  cherished ;  and  it 
was  a  great  alleviation  of  his  anxiety  to  believe 
that  he  had  found  such  a  one  in  Dr.  Eeynolds,  to 
whom  he  resigned  the  care  of  his  school  but  a  few 
weeks  before  the  close  of  his  mortal  career.  ' 

But  the  last  great  scene  of  his  life  was  rapidly 
approaching.  Feeling  his  strength  completely  pros- 
'  trated,  he  inquired  of  his  physician  what  were  his 
prospects  for  life,  and,  being  informed  that  a  few 
days  would,  in  all  probability,  close  his  earthly 
career,  he  expressed  the  most  perfect  resignation  to 
God's  will  in  this  matter.  Soon  after,  he  took  an 
affectionate  farewell  of  his  family,  and  of  some 
other  friends  who  from  time  to  time  called  in  to 
see  him.  The  closing  hours  of  his  life  were  per- 
fectly serene  and  peaceful,  his  Christian  faith  sup- 
porting him  and  giving  him  the  assurance  of  a 
blissful  immortahty.  Awaking  about  midnight 
out  of  a  quiet  slumber,  he  inquired  of  his  father, 
who  was  watching  by  his  bedside,  whether  it  was 
not  Sunday  morning,  and  being  informed  that  it 
was,  he  exclaimed:  "0  what  a  glorious  Sabbath 
this  will  be  to  me!"  and  soon  after  expired. 
,  The  poet  describes  such  a  departure  very  beau- 
tifully when  he  says : 

"  The  world  recedes !   it  disappears  ! 

Heaven  opens  on  my  eyes  !  my  ears 
With  sounds  seraphic  ring ! 

Lord,  lend  your  wings !   I  mount !   I  fly  I 

0  grave !   where  is  thy  victory  ? 
0  death  !  where  is  thy  sting  ?" 
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Thus  departed,  on  tlie  4:th  of  March,  1855,  in 
the  thirty-second  year  of  his  age,  Christian  Eu- 
dolph  Kessler,  who  will  long  be  held  in  affectionate 
and  respectful  remembrance  by  all  who  knew  him, 
but  especially  by  his  pupils  and  the  citizens  of 
Allentown,  to  whose  service  he  devoted  the  best 
part  of  his  laborious  life.  He  was  a  man  of  no 
ordinary  talents,  and  of  varied  attainments.  He 
was  an  original  thinker  and  a  profound  scholar, 
well  versed  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics,  and 
using  not  only  his  native  language,  the  German, 
but  likewise  the  English,  with  great  fluencv.  He 
was  a  highly  acceptable  and  popular  preacher,  and 
a  teacher  of  rare  endowments.  He  had  studied 
education  as  a  science,  devoted  himself  to  it  from 
choice,  and  made  it  the  great  business  of  his  life. 
He  understood  human  nature,  and  took  great  de- 
light in  the  society  of  the  young,  and  so  succeeded 
in  gaining  at  once  their  confidence  and  affections. 
His  control  over  his  scholars,  the  steady  progress 
which  they  made  under  his  instructions,  and  the 
feelings  with  which  they  assembled  to  pay  him  his 
last  earthly  honors  (some  of  them  coming  from  a 
great  distance  to  attend  his  funeral),  all  prove  how 
admirably  he  was  adapted  to  the  position  which  he  ., 
occupied.  I 

The  services  which  he  rendered  to  the  cause  of 
education  generally,  and  especially  in  Allentown 
and  that  part  of  Pennsjdvania  over  which  the  in- 
fluence of  his  school  extended,  cannot  be  too  highly 
estimated.     There  is  no  doubt  that  he  has  o-jven  a 


346  FATHERS    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH. 

new  and  great  impulse  to  the  cause  of  education 
in  tliis  region,  and  especially  in  the  county  of  Le- 
high. Of  this  the  great  number  of  pupils  gathered 
into  his  school  from  year  to  year,  and  the  increas- 
ing desire  for  education  among  all  who  have  en- 
joyed its  advantages  or  understood  its  character, 
is  sufficient  evidence. 

But  the  purity  of  his  principles,  the  integrity 
of  his  character,  the  frankness  of  his  conduct,  the 
excellence  of  his  heart,  the  sincerity  of  his  piety  and 
the  strength  of  his  faith,  were  the  crowning  graces 
of  his  character,  which  endeared  him  to  all  who  were 
acquainted  with  him  and  knew  how  to  appreciate  vir- 
tue. Such  a. combination  of  excellencies  made  him 
n  ot  only  a  model  of  the  true  teacher,  but  gave  his 
friends  the  assurance  that  these  graces  which  had 
just  begun  to  bloom  and  to  bear  fruit  here  upon 
earth,  will  be  still  more  fully  and  gloriously  de- 
veloped in  that  better  world  to  which  he  so  confi- 
dently looked  forward. 

In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his  numerous 
friends  and  admirers,  Mr.  Kessler  was  buried  at 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  the  scene  of  his  latest 
and  most  important  labors.  The  funeral  solemni- 
ties took  place  on  the  morning  of  March  7th,  at 
9  o'clock.  A  procession  was  formed  at  the  house. 
His  beloved  pupils  occupied  the  first  place — then 
came  twenty  of  his  ministerial  brethren  of  different 
denominations — next  followed  the  corpse  borne  by 
eight  of  the  citizens — then  the  friends,  and  finally 
the  immense  mass  of  people  in  attendance.     The 
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corpse  was  taken  to  the  Reformed  churcTi,  and  the 
open  coffin  placed  before  the  altar.  Appropriate 
discourses  were  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S. 
Dubs  and  Dr.  Harbaugh — the  former  in  German, 
the  latter  in  English.  The  seminary  choir  was  in 
attendance,  and  added  to  the  solemnities  by  singing 
appropriate  pieces,  both  in  the  church  and  at  the 
grave. 

The  good  man  sleeps  in  peace,  awaiting  "the 
resurrection  of  the  body  and  the  life  everlasting  in 
the  world  to  come." 


348  FATHERS   OF   THE   REFORMED    CHURCH. 


EEY.  MATTHEW  IBYIN. 

1817—1857. 

"  The  name  and  memory  of  this  earnest  and  self- 
denying  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  is  sacredly  em- 
balmed in  the  hearts  of  his  spiritual  children."  So 
speaks  an  intimate  acquaintance  and  bosom  friend 
of  him  whose  many  excellencies  demand  that  "  hon- 
orable mention  "  be  made  of  him  among  the  Fath- 
ers of  the  German  Eeformed  Church. 

Matthew  Irvin  was  born  in  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1817.* 
His  youth  was  passed  in  the  country  with  such  ed- 
ucational advantages  as  the  common  schools  of  that 
day  afforded.  His  time  and  opportunities,  however, 
were  faithfully  improved  ;  and  the  success  which 
attended  his  efforts  to  acquire  an  education,  gave 
indications  of  his  future  usefulness.  With  the 
meager  facilities  which  he  possessed,  he  made  such 
commendable  progress  in  the  cultivation  of  his 
mind  and  the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge,  that 
before  attaining  fully  the  age  of  manhood,  he  is 
found  teaching  a  school  in  a  neighboring  county, 
with  a  success  far  surpassing  his  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, and  inducing  *'  him   to  adopt  the  pro- 

*  Tills  sketch  is  iirepared,  in  a  condensed  form,  fi-om  materials 
fnrnishod  hv  tlio  Rev.  F.  A.  Eupley,  in  a  very  interesting  biog- 
raphj'  of  iVlr.  Irvin. 


MATTHEW   IRVIN.  349 

fession  of  teaching  as  the  great  business  of  his 
life." 

About  this  time,  December,  1837,  he  entered  into 
the  matrimonial  state  with  Miss  Catharine  Ann 
Fetter,  who  proved  to  him  a  true  help-meet  and 
comfort  in  the  weary  pilgrimage  of  earth. 

Some  time  after  this  he  removed  with  his  little 
family  to  Orrstovvn,  Franklin  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  opened  a  select  school.  It  was 
while  here  that  his  attention  was  directed  to  the 
subject  of  his  eternal  interests.  He  experienced 
the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  his  state,  and  his  guilt, 
also,  in  the  sight  of  God;  and  with  this  heavy  bur- 
den upon  his  heart,  he  came  as  a  "  weary  and  heavy- 
laden"  one  to  the  Saviour  of  sinners  ;  and  in  com- 
ing found  righteousness  and  peace.  He  now  ven- 
tured to  seek  a  home  in  the  bosom  of  the  Church 
— the  mystical  body  of  Christ.  "It  is  needless  to 
say  that  he  became  a  most  active  and  zealous  mem- 
ber of  the  flock."  His  excellent  character  and 
consistent  life  commended  him  to  the  rest  of  the 
members,  and  he  was  soon  honored  by  being  made 
an  elder  in  the  congregation  with  which  he  stood 
connected.  Here  he  had  an  opportunity  of  exer- 
cising his  gifts,  which  eventually  led  him  to  turn 
his  attention  to  the  holy  ministry.  It.  was  in  this 
natural,  silent,  and  effectual  way  that  the  Lord  led 
His  future  servant  from  one  step  to  another  towards 
the  sacred  office. 

Being  persuaded  in  his  own  heart  that  he  was 
called  to  preach  the  Gospel,  he  sought  counsel  of 
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his  brethren  in  the  Charch,  and  especially  of  the 
shepherds  of  the  flock.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Mercersburg  Classis  in  Bedford,  May,  184:2,  Mr. 
Irvin  applied  for  direction  in  this  solemn  and  im- 
portant matter.  He  was  placed  under  the  care  and 
tuition  of  his  pastor — the  Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer;  and 
in  March,  1843,  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Classis 
in  Chambersburg,  he  was  examined  and  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  subsequently  ordained."^ 

Soon  after  being  licensed,  he  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  pastor  of  some  congregations  in  Bedford 
county,  in  and  around  Bloody  Run,  from  which  he 
had  received  and  accepted  a  call.  This  was  in  the 
spring  of  1818.  Here  the  young  and  inexperienced 
pastor  had  before  him  an  immense  field — "  literally 
waste,"  as  one  says,  "but  also  ripe  for  the  harvest." 
The  field  had  not  only  suffered  very  much  for  want 
of  pastoral  care  and  labor  previous  to  his  coming, 
but  the  territory  was  also  completely  overrun  with 
errors  of  various  kinds — burnt  out  by  the  spirit 
of  fanaticism,  which  had  swept  over  it  like  the 
deadly  simoon,  and  made  desolate  the  garden  of 
the  Lord.    ' 

Fully  resolved  by  the  grace  of  God  to  do  his 
duty  and  accomplish  the  great  work  to  which  he 
had  been  called,  Mr.  Irvin  entered  upon  his  charge, 
and  the  duties  of  the  charge,  with  a  firm  faith  and 
a  courageous  soul.  No  difficulties  could  retard  or 
dangers  affright  him.  His  field  was  very  exten- 
sive, hard  to  travel,  and  in  every  respect  difficult  of 

*Syn.  Mill.,  1843,  p.  30. 
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cultivation ;  but  for  this  enormous  work  wliicti  lay 
before  him  his  faith  and  energy  admirably  fitted 
him.  Trusting  in  the  promise  of  Jesas  Christ, 
"  Lo,  I  am  with  you  always,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world,"  he  commenced  to  preach  and  to  labor 
"publicly  and  from  hour  to  hour."  Success  be- 
yond his  expectations  attended  his  labors.  The 
congregations  grew  in  numbers,  and  also  in  Christian 
knowledge  and  devotion.  In  every  part  of  his 
vast  field  the  fruits  of  his  earnest,  faithful  and  in- 
cessant labors  appeared.  The  old  congregations  were 
established  and  increased,  and  new  ones  were  being 
organized  in  every  direction.  As  the  field  enlarged 
and  offered  prospects  of  settling  other  ministers  in 
the  vicinity,  new  charges  were  formed  and  addi- 
tional laborers  settled  over  them  as  shepherds  of 
the  happy  flocks. 

In  this  way  a  great  work  was  accomplished  by 
Mr.  Irvin  outside  of  his  own  immediate  charge. 
Indeed,  the  whole  region  of  country  around  him 
felt  the  happy  effects  of  his  faithful  efforts  to  preach 
the  good  news  of  salvation  to  "  the  lost  sheep  of 
the  house  of  Israel."  In  this  good  work  of  hunt- 
ing up  and  supplying  with  the  preached  Gospel  the 
scatter(^d  members  of  the  Church,  and  others  who 
longed  for  the  bread  of  life,  Mr.  Irvin  was  gener- 
ously assisted  by  his  ministerial  brethren  around 
him.  The  true  spirit  of  missions  animated  all 
these  brethren,  and  they  put  their  hands  vigorously 
to  the  work,  determined  that  on  their  part  nothing 
should  prevent  comple  e  and  final  success.     The 
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pastor  of  tlie  Martinsburg  charge  especially,  Eev. 
F.  A.  Eupley,  and  the  pastor  of  the  Bedford  charge, 
Rev.  H.  Heckerman,  as  being  most  conveniently 
located,  labored  earnestly  in  this  good  work  of 
erecting  the  banner  of  the  cross  on  the  hills  and  in 
the  valleys  of  Bedford  and  the  neighboring  coun- 
ties. Subsequently,  other  "faithful  men"  and 
helpers  in  the  cause  of  Christ  came  in  to  assist  in 
this  glorious  conquest.  The  Church  in  Bedford, 
Blair  and  Huntingdon  counties  made  wonderful 
progress  under  the  combined  efforts  of  these  hard- 
working and  self-denying  men — successful  they 
were  because  they  were  in  "labors  abundant." 

Mr.  Irvin,  as  we  may  well  imagine,  was  endowed 
with  great  powers  of  endurance ;  but  his  excessive 
labors  began  at  length  to  show  their  effects  on  his 
health.  "  For  ten  weary  years  in  most  abundant 
labors,"  says  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley,  "not  once  was 
he  kept  from  fulfilling  his  appointments  by  sick- 
ness; nor  was  he  known  to  complain  of  fatigue  to 
any  great  extent."  But  however  much  men  can 
bear,  there  is  a  boundary  beyond  which  endurance 
is  impossible.  Such  was  also  the  case  with  the 
earnest  and  laborious  servant  of  Christ,  whose 
heart  so  much  loved  and  whose  hands  so  cheerfully 
ministered  to  the  people  committed  to  his  spiritual 
care  and  supervision. 

In  the  spring  of  1855,  while  on  his  way  to 
Alexandria,  in  Huntingdon  county,  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Classis,  he  was  suddenly  taken  sick 
when  a  day's  journey  from  home.     He  hoped  that 
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by  a  little  rest  lie  would  be  able  to  proceed  on  bis 
journey  the  following  day;  but  in  tbis  be  was 
sadly  disappointed.  His  disease  was  of  sucb  a 
nature  as  to  defy  tbe  best  medical  treatment.  It 
was  tbe  final  breaking  out  of  an  evil  wliicb  bad 
for  years  been  gathering  strength.  To  tbe  hoping 
soul  of  Mr.  Irwin,  indeed,  it  seemed  to  be  only  a  "  bad 
cold,"  but  from  that  "  bad  cold  "  he  never  fully  re- 
covered; and  its  final  issue  was  consumption. 
Daring  all  of  the  subsequent  summer  he  lingered, 
and  against  hope,  which  still  cheered  him,  he  sank 
under  the  pressure  of  this  disease.  He  was  reluct- 
antly compelled  to  suspend  his  labors.  For  one 
whole  year  had  he  been  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  preaching  unto  a  dying  world  "the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ."  Hard  was  the  lot  of  the  ardent 
and  earnest  servant  of  the  Lord.  "  But  he  despaired 
not,"  says  one  who  knew  him  well.  "  The  Lord  will 
provide."  This  was  his  support.  And  this  trust  was 
not  misplaced.  The  Lord  did  provide.  The  promise 
of  God  was  fully  verified  in  the  case  of  his  confiding 
servant.  Many  and  kind  friends  were  found  who 
deeply  sympathized  with  him  in  his  afflictions. 
They  ministered  freely  to  the  temporal  wants  of 
him  who  had  so  often  and  so  lovingly  ministered 
to  them  in  spiritual  things.  And  these  expressions 
of  good- will  towards  him  on  the  part  of  his  mem- 
bers and  others,  called  forth  from  his  own  warm 
and  loving  heart  corresponding  expressions  of 
gratitude  and  love. 

Mr.  Irvin's  health  continued  to  grow  worse  and 
23 
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worse.  The  summer  of  1856,  he  spent  mostly  in 
Bedford,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
many  of  his  ministerial  brethren.  Occasionally  he 
went  to  the  country  when  his  health  allowed  him  to  do 
BO.  During  all  this  time  the  mind  of  the  sufferer 
was  perfectly  calm  and  collected,  and  his  heart  strong 
and  unfaltering.  His  trust  was  in  the  living  God, 
whom  he  served,  and  in  whose  promises  he  firmly 
believed.  During  the  following  v/inter,  1856-57, 
his  health  was  poor  and  his  prospects  for  the  future 
very  slender.  Still,  as  spring  was  approaching,  he 
cherished  some  hopes.  In  March,  he  ventured  on 
a  visit  to  one  of  his  ministerial  brethren,  the  Eev. 
Theodore  Fouse.  Durinof  this  interval  his  health  was 
tolerably  good,  "  He  returned  to  Bedford  from 
this  visit,  and  in  a  few  v/eeks  he  was  called  from 
earth  to  heaven,"  says  the  Eev.  F.  A.  Eupley,  his 
faithful  friend  and  ardent  admirer.  He  died  on 
Tuesday  evening.  Aj^ril  21st,  1857,  aged  89  years 
and  4  months. 

His  death  was  characterized  by  great  peace.  He 
died  "the  death  of  the  righteous."  After  the  most 
intense  suffering  during  the  day  from  congestion 
of  the  brain,  which  continued  till  about  5  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  "he  sank  down  into  a  quiet 
sleep-like  composure,  and  at  15  minutes  past 
7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  calmly  breathed  his 
last,  and  entered  upon  his  rest,  as  a  faithful  servant 
of  Jesus  Christ." 
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EEY.  HENRY  HARBAUGH,  D.  D. 

1817—1867. 

It  is  eminently  proper  and  in  fall  accord  witli 
our  best  and  noblest  feelings,  that  in  a  work  ex- 
pressly designed  to  record  and  preserve  the  heroic 
faith  and  pious  deeds  of  the  sainted  dead — the 
Fathers  of  the  German  Reformed  Church — -a  work 
originally  projected  by  the  lamented  Harbaugh,  and 
ably  carried  forward  by  him  through  successive 
volumes,  his  own  earnest  life  and  history  should 
occupy  a  most  prominent  and  conspicuous  place. 
To  this  merited  and  delightful  task  of  recording 
his  eventful  life  and  abundant  labors,  we  conse- 
quently proceed  with  feelings  of  unmingled  pleas- 
ure— deeming  it  among  the  sweetest  enjoyments  of 
our  own  life  to  preserve  and  keep  in  remembrance 
the  stirring  incidents  v/hich  enter  so  largely  into 
the  life  and  experience  of  this  truly  great  and  good 
man. 

Henry  Harbaugh — ^the  philosopher,  poet,  and 
theologian — was  born  October  28th,  1817,  at  the  base 
of  the  South  Mountain,  not  far  from  Waynesboro', 
in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania.  •  His  parents 
were  George  Harbaugh  and  Anna,  his  wife,  whose 
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maiden  name  was  Snyder.     He  was  in   early  in- 
fancy dedicated  to  God  in  lioly  baptism,  and  thus 
incorporated  with  the  Church,  the  bod)^  mystical 
of  Christ."^     Afterwards,  having  passed  through  a 
regular  course  of  catechetical   instruction,  he  was 
confirmed  by  the  Eev.  Geo.  W.  Glessner,  and  re- 
ceived into  full  communion  with  the  German  Ke- 
formed  Church,  near  his  home,  of  which  both  his 
parents  also  were  members.     Here,  in  this  quiet 
and   secluded   rural   district,    surrounded   by   the 
genial  influences  of  home   and  friends,  his  early 
life — childhood  and  j^outh — were  spent.     Here,  too, 
his  earliest  intellectual  training  was  received.  How 
dear  to  him  were  the  scenes  of  his  childhood,  and 
how  deep  the  impressions  made  upon  his  sensitive 
nature  by  these  silent  but  potent  influences  of  a 
country  home,  is  strikingly  exemplified  in  several 
characteristic  poems,  written  in  the  Pennsylvania 
German  dialect — his  "  Heemweh,"  and  his  "  Schul- 
Haus  an  der  Krick."  f 

*  When,  in  after  life,  his  eye  feU  upon  this  record  of  his  baptism 
in  the  Church-Book,  and  he  saw  there  his  own  name  in  connection 
with  those  of  his  honored  parents,  wlio,  many  years  before,  had 
dedicated  him  to  God,  ho  was  nmch  affected.  "^Who  can  tell  with 
whatwondrous  power  that  silent  record  spake  to  his  sensitive  heart. 

A  singular  incitlent  occurred  in  his  early  childhood  which  may 
have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  his  subsequent  life.  Standing 
beside  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Scholl,  and  listening  to  a  conver- 
sation between  him  and  his  father,  the  good  pastor  suddenly  stop- 
ped, laid  his  hand  upon  his  head,  and  said  :  "  You  must  become  a 
preacher."  The  incident,  perhaps,  was  never  more  thought  of  by 
either  pastor  or  parent ;  but  in  the  heart  of  little  Henry  that  word 
rested  in  the  power  of  a  sacred  benediction,  and  everywhere  fol- 
lowed him  and  made  itself  felt,  until,  in  the  might  of  that  word, 
he  determined  to  become  what  the  man  of  God  said  he  must  be,  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel. 

t  In  these  poems  he  describes  with  wonderful  particulai-ity  the 
scenes  of  his  childhood  and  early  life.  Everything  seems  to  have 
become  sacred  to  him.  In  a  visit  we  made  with  him  to  his  old 
homestead,  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago^  he  pointed  out 
to  us  with  evitlcnt  emotion  a  large  tree  which  in  childhood  he  had 
planted. 
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When,  in  maturer  years,  the  claims  of  the  holy 
ministry  challenged  his  attention,  and  were  at 
length  responded  to  by  his  generous  nature,  he  ear 
nestly  sought  to  prepare  himself  for  the  sacred  office 
His  honored  father,  however,  not  suspecting  at 
that  time  the  superior  talents  of  his  son,  could  not 
on  this  account  appreciate  his  choice  of  the  clerical 
profession,  and  refused  to  furnish  him  with  the 
requisite  means  for  the  prosecution  of  his  studies. 
This  circumstance  required  him  to  depend,  for  a 
time  at  least,  wholly  upon  his  own  limited  re- 
sources and  personal  efforts,  for  the  necessary 
means.  In  order  to  procure  these  he  engaged  in 
various  pursuits — sometimes  teaching  school,  and 
at  other  times  working  at  his  trade,  as  a  carpenter 
or  mill-wright,  during  a  part  of  the  season,  and  at- 
tending school  and  prosecuting  in  this  way  his 
studies  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.  We  re- 
member hearing  him  say,  in  connection  with  what 
ought  to  be  done  by  beneficiary  students  to  dimin- 
ish their  expenses  and  lessen  the  burdens  of  the 
Church,  that  he  himself  would  shoulder  his  tools, 
and,  with  a  cheerful  heart,  walk  for  miles  to  his 
work,  in  order  to  procure  means,  and  thus  get  along 
without  depending  on  others  for  support.  A  por- 
tion of  this  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  the  West — 
in  the  State  of  Ohio— where  he  labored  hard,  and 
studied  earnestly,  in  order  to  fit  himself  for  the 
calling  of  an  ambassador  of  Christ. 

After  having  greatly  improved  his  mind  in  this 
private  way,  he  came  to  Mercersburg  in  1840,  and 
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entered  upon  a  course  of  litei-ary  and  theological 
study.  We  remember  him  perfectly  well,  as  lie 
then  appeared,  a  somewhat  slender  and  tall  young 
man,  with  the  evidences  of  hard  work  and  earnest 
efforts  deeply  impressed  apon  his  features.  His 
athletic  frame,  sun-burned  countenance,  and  bony 
hands,  gave  him  an  appearance  wholly  different 
from  that  of  the  future  Dr.  Harbaugh,  with  the 
image  of  whose  pleasant  and  eenial  countenance 
we  are  all  so  familiar.  He  was,  however,  there  in 
the  power  and  spirit  of  his  future  self.  In  his  regu- 
lar studies,  in  and  all  his  exercises,  literary  and  theo- 
logical, he  exhibited  that  same  earnestness,  ardor, 
and  persistent  application,  which  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished him  in  after  life.  In  the  discharge  of 
his  duties  in  the  seminary  and  college,  as  well  as 
in  his  occasional  addresses  to  Sundaj^-schools,  which 
with  other  students  he  used  to  attend  in  the  country, 
he  was  always  enthusiastic,  fresh  and  instructive ; 
but  his  style  of  speaking  was  then  comparatively 
rude  and  his  gestures  exceedingly  awkward,  owing 
greatly,  no  doubt,  to  his  self-forgetting  earnestness 
in  the  presentation  of  truth. 

After  completing  his  theological  studies,  in  1843, 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Synod 
of  the  Eeformed  Charch,  which  met  in  Winches- 
ter, Yirginia,  that  jes^r.  Soon  afterwards  he  re- 
.  ceived  a  call  from  Lewisburg,  Union  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, which  he  accepted,  and  was,  early  in  the 
year  1844,  or,  possibly,  late  in  the  fall  of  1843, 
ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of  the  ministry  by 
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a  committee  of  the  old  Susquelianna  Classis.^  In 
this  first  charge  he  continued  to  labor  faithfully 
and  with  much  acceptance  and  success  up  to  the 
spring  of  1850,  a  period  of  over  six  years.  In 
connection  with  the  congregation  in  town,  he  also 
served  occasionally,  at  least,  the  Buffalo  church, 
and  also,  in  a  more  regular  way,  the  Center  church, 
and  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  congrega- 
tion in  Milton,  ^Northumberland  county. 

When  Dr.  Harbaugh  entered  upon  his  pastoral 
duties  at  Lewisburg,  the  congregation  labored  un- 
der the  disadvantage  of  worshiping  in  common  with 
the  Lutherans,  in  a  so-called  union  church,  Avhich 
prevented  them  from  having  service  oftener  than 
every  other  Sunday,  besides  subjecting  them  to 
many  other  inconveniences.  Accordingly,  efforts 
were  early  made  to  put  up  a  church  exclusively 
Eeformed,  where  they  could  hold  services  every 
Lord's  day,  and  at  such  other  times  during  the 
week  as  the  circumstances  of  the  cong'reo-ation 
might  require.  This  good  work  was  consummated 
in  18tL7,  when  they  were  prepared  to  dedicate  to 
the  service  and  honor  of  God  a  beautiful  brick 
church,  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  the  con- 
gregation even  up  to  the  present  time.  To  the 
energy  and  zeal  of  Dr.  Harbaugh  is  largely  owing 
the  erection  of  this  beautiful  church  edifice.  The 
congregation  also  grew  correspondingly  under  his 
efficient  ministry,  so  that  the  number  of  communi- 
cants was  about  one  hundred  when  he  closed  his 


*Syn.  Min.,  1843,  pp.  32,  33:  and  1844,  p.  23. 
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labors  in  this  field.  But  the  results  of  his  minis- 
try were  perhaps  more  distinctly  apparent  in  the 
thorough  training  of  the  members  than  in  the 
increase  of  their  number.  He  laid  the  foundation 
of  sound  progress  for  the  future,  and  is  deserving 
of  the  lasting  gratitude  of  that  people  for  what 
he  accomplished  by  his  earnest  and  efficient 
labors. 

In  the  autumn  of  1843,  and  before  entering  upon 

his  pastoral  duties  in   the  Lewisburg  charge.  Dr. 

Harbaugh  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  Goodrich, 

from   the   vicinity   of    New  Hagerstown,  Carroll 

county,  Ohio,     This  union  continued  only  a  few 

years,  for,  in  %he  spring  of  1847,  the  companion  of 

his  youth,  while  on  a  visit  with  him  to  her  friends 

in  the  West,  was  suddenly  stricken  down  by  death. 

He  had  two  children  by  her,  one  of  whom  died 

when   only   a   few    weeks   old ;  the   other   one,  a 

daughter,  is  still  living.     These  early  and  trying 

afflictions  probably  suggested  to  him  the  work  on 

the  future  state,   the  first  volume,  entitled  "The 

Sainted  Dead,"  being  composed,  during  the  latter 

p'art  of  his  pastorate  in  that  charge.     In  the  fall 

of  184:8,  he  was  married  to  his  second  wife,  Mary 

Louisa,  eldest  daughter  of  James  F.  Linn,  Esq.,  of 

Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania,  with  whom  he  lived  in 

peace  and  harmony  to  the  end  of  his  life.      This 

union  was  blessed  with  ten  children,  seven  sons 

and  three  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  with  their 

sainted  father  in  the  "  home  of   the  blessed  ;"    the 

other   six,  four  sons   and  two   daughters,  remain 
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to  mourn,  with  their  disconsolate  mother,  the  death 
of  a  kind  and  honored  father  and  husband. 

In  the  spring  of  1850,  Dr.  Harbaugh  received 
and  accepted  a  call  from  the  First  Eeformed  church 
of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  The  old  congregation, 
after  a  painful  conflict  of  years,  effected  a  division 
— one  part,  the  English  portion,  constituting  the 
Second  or  St.  Paul's  church ;  while  the  other  part, 
who  desired  services  in  both  languages,  was  or- 
ganized into  the  First  church,  already  mentioned, 
to  which  Dr.  Harbaugh  was  called  to  minister. 
The  fact  of  a  long  conflict  having  been  passed 
through  by  the  congregation — a  conflict  of  lan- 
guages— intensified  and  rendered  more  fierce  by 
previous  conflicts,  arising  from  the  difference  of 
religious  sentiments  prevailing  among  the  members 
— the  so-called  old  and  new- measure  parties — ren- 
dered the  position  of  the  pastors  in  both  churches 
very  critical,  and  required  in  them  the  utmost  pru- 
dence and  care,  in  order  to  keep  clear  of  difficulties. 

It  is  hard  for  an  outsider  to  estimate  duly  the 
serious  difficulties  and  dangers  which  surrounded 
the  worthy  pastor  of  the  First  church.  He  took 
charge  of  the  congregation  just  as  it  was  emerg- 
ing out  of  the  smoke  and  dust  of  this  severe  and 
protracted  conflict,  or  series  of  conflicts  rather,  and 
while  yet  in  a  state  of  the  highest  excitement. 
Many  persons  who  had  for  years  been  careless  and 
indifferent,  and  had  taken  little  or  no  interest  what- 
ever in  the  church,  were  roused  up  by  the  excite- 
ment of    the  occasion  and  marshaled  into  battle 
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array  Avitli  the  rest  of  the  congregation,  and,  at  the 
time  of  the  actual  division,  were  in  a  certain  way 
connected  with  the  congregation  as  members. 
This  entire  mass,  so  diverse  and  uncongenial  in  its 
character,  had  to  be  managed,  and  either  gradually 
worked  into  a  homogeneous  mass  or  finally  elimi- 
nated as  useless,  and  even  worse  than  useless,  ma- 
terial, or  else  retained  as  a  source  of  constant  trouble. 
The  earnest  and  positive  labors  of  Dr.  Harbaugh, 
to  some  extent,  carried  forward  simultaneously  this 
three-fold  process  of  spiritual  assimilation,  elimi- 
nation and  excitation  of  ever-recurring  troubles  in 
the  congregation. 

That  there  should  be  conflicts  was  to  be  expected 
as  a  matter  of  course  ;  neither  man  nor  angel  could 
have  prevented  them  ;  that  the  earnest  and  faithful 
pastor  should  be  able,  at  all,  to  bear  up  under  these 
manifold  trials,  is  an  evidence  of  the  wonderful 
powers  of  endurance  which  he  possessed  ;  and  that 
he  should  succeed,  in  spite  of  all  these  necessary 
and  imavoidable  trials,  to  build  up  the  congrega- 
tion, both  in  numbers  and  in  the  strength  and  clear- 
ness of  their  Scriptural  views  and  Christian  vir- 
tues, proves  his  extraordinary  ability  as  a  preacher 
and  pastor  ;  and,  finally,  the  fact  that,  during  his 
pastorate,  stormy  and  perplexing,  one  of  the  finest 
and  most  substantial  churches  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster should  be  erected,  is  sufficient  to  stamp  his 
ministry  in  that  congregation  as  efficient  and  suc- 
cessful in  the  extreme.  We  do  not  speak  here  at 
random ;    for,  having  been   connected,  as   pastor, 
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with  one  portion  of  tliat  congregation,  during  its 
fiery  trials,  we  know  from  painful  and  yet  most 
blessed  experience  what  the  state  of  the  congrega- 
tion then  was.,  and  what  extraordinary  trials  it  in- 

^  volved  for  its  future  shepherd. 

During  his  pastorate  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  Dr.  > 
Harbaugh  completed  his  work  on  the  future  state —  I 

I  adding  to  the  first  volume,  entitled  the  "  Sainted  ; 

'  Dead,"  the  " Heavenly  Kecognition "  (1851)  and  the  | 
"  Heavenl}^  Home  "  (1853).  Here  also  he  published 
the  "Life  of  Michael  Schlatter,"  and  the  first  and 
second  volumes  of  "The  Fathers  of  the  German 
Eeformed  Church  in  Europe  and  America,"''^  and 
furnished,  besides,  the  principal  part  of  the  materials 
for  the  third  volume,  since  prepared  for  the  press 
and  issued  by  the  author  of  the  present  volume. 
In  addition  to  the  works  already  mentioned,  he 
also  published  during  this  period  his  "Birds  of  the 
Bible,"  "  Union  with  the  Church,"  "  The  True  Glory 
of  Woman,"  "Golden  Censer,"  and  some  smaller 
essays,  and  a  number  of  articles  written  for  the 
Mercershurg  Review^  and  other  periodicals  of  the 
Church,  as  well  as  for  some  publications  outside  of 
our  own  denomination.     During  his  residence  in  i 

'  Lancaster  he  had  likewise  conferred  upon  him  the 
well-merited  title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  \ 

In  1860,  Dr.  Harbaugh  received  a  call  from  the  \ 
newly -organized    St.  John's  Eeformed  church    in  \ 

.  Lebanon,  Pennsylvania,  which,  after  due  considera- 

*  See  the  Prefaces  to  these  several  volumes,  as  also  of  those  on 
the  "Future  Life." 
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tion,  lie  accepted,  and  entered  upon  his  pastoral 
duties  in  this  new  field,  with  his  accustomed  energy 
and  zeal.  Here  he  labored  with  much  acceptance 
and  success  for  a  period  of  three  or  four  years.  Dur- 
ing this  time  the  beautiful  church,  in  which  that 
congregation  now  worships,  was  erected  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  service  of  God.  The  congregation 
made  steady  and  substantial  progress  under  his 
faithful  and  ef&cient  ministry,  and  he  had  before 
him  prospects  of  extensive  usefulness,  when  it 
pleased  God,  whose  ways  are  not  our  ways,  to 
change  the  entire  current  of  his  subsequent  life 
and  labors.  He  was  unexpectedly  called  upon  to 
transfer  his  efforts  to  a  new  and  untried  sphere  of 
activity.  While  serving  the  congregation  in  Leba- 
non, he  published  his  excellent  little  Sunday-school 
hymn-book — entitled  "Hymns  and  Chants" — a 
book  which  has  already  proved  a  blessing  to  thou- 
sands of  "the  little  ones"  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
the  lambs  of  Christ,  and  is  destined  to  accomplish 
still  greater  good  in  the  future! 

In  the  fall  of  1863,  daring  the  sessions  of  Synod 
held  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Harbaugh  was 
elected  to  the  chair  of  Didactic  and  Practical  The- 
ology, in  the  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
then  located  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  which 
had  been  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Bernard  C.  Wolff,  and  soon  afterwards  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office.*  In  this  important 
and  responsible  position   he    remained,  faithfully 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1863,  p.  U ;  and  1864,  p.  46. 
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discharging  his  duties  to  the  Church,  and  to  the 
young  men  entrusted  to  him,  till  he  was  taken 
down  and  rendered  helpless  by  liis  last  and  fatal 
disease,  in  the  fall  of  1867.  No  better  choice  could 
possibly  have  been  made  for  this  important  post 
than  that  which  the  Synod,  guided  by  a  higher 
power,  actually  did  make  when  they  elected  Dr. 
Harbaugh  as  the  future  guide  and  preceptor  of  the 
sons  of  the  Church,  to  prepare  them  for  the  work 
of  the  holy  ministry.  Intellectually  and  spiritually, 
as  well  as  by  his  naturally  happy  temperament,  he 
was  admirably  adapted  to  gain  the  confidence  and 
hold  in  unbroken  sympathy  with  himself  the 
hearts  and  aftections  of  the  young  brethren  who 
came  under  his  potent  and  controlling  influence. 
He  had  a  peculiar  power  to  illustrate  and  make 
f  imiliar  the  most  important  and  abstruse  questions 
in  philosophy  and  theology.  He  was  in  the  best 
and  highest  sense  a  popularizer  of  what  was  na- 
turally deep  and  obscure.  His  rare  power  lay  in  a 
peculiarly  happy  combination  of  profound  specu- 
lation and  a  semi-poetical  and  familiar  mode  of  rep- 
resentation. The  higrher  exercises  of  the  intel- 
lectual  faculties  were  thus  brought  into  living- 
union  with  the  familiar  objects  of  every -day  life, 
and  thus  rendered  intelligible  and  attractive  to 
men  of  even  the  most  ordinary  capacities. 

How  wonderfully  this  combination  of  two  seem- 
ingly opposite  qualities  in  the  constitution  of  Dr. 
Harbaugh  aided  him  in  his  work,  and  gave  him 
power  and  influence  over  others,  was  felt  not  only 
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by  the  students,  but  also  by  all  our  ministers  and 
laymen  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  His  ser- 
mons, always  simple  and  in  one  sense  unadorned, 
were  jet  supremely  beautiful,  attractive  and  edify- 
ing. He  never  failed,  in  his  pulpit  efforts,  to  gain  ! 
the  attention  of  his  auditors  and  to  retain  it  to  the  . 
end  of  the  discourse.  His  power  to  particularize  ' 
and  bring  out  the  latent  force  and  most  striking 
peculiarities  of  a  passage  was  wonderful ;  and  this 
power  of  accurate  discrimination  in  the  case  of  any 
and  every  subject  brought  to  his  notice,  enabled 
him  "to  make  the  most  of  it"  in  the  best  sense  of 
the  phrase.  This  controlling  influence  over  the 
minds  and  hearts  of  men  was  also  frequently  Avit- 
nessed  in  the  discussions  on  the  floor  of  Classis  and 
of  the  Synod.  Few  men  were  more  ready  and 
successful  in  public  debate  than  he,  and  his  great 
earnestness  always  procured  him  a  respectful  hear- 
ing, and  the  solidity  of  his  arguments  seldom  failed 
to  carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  the  listeners. 

As  a  theologian.  Dr.  Harbaugh  had  few  equals  and 
no  superiors.  He  had  thoroughly  mastered  all  the 
deep  and  interesting  questions  relating  to  the  per- 
son and  work  of  Christ,  and  the  practical  duties 
arising  therefrom.  In  the  deeper  and  more  spirit- 
ual views  of  Christianity  which  the  late  Christo- 
logical  discussions  had  brought  into  vogue,  he  was 
especially  at  home;  and  much  of  his  power  and  influ- 
ence, both  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  professorial  chair, 
was  undoubtedly  owing  to  this  higher  and  sounder 
theological  position  which  he  occupied.     With  all 
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his  vast  intellectual  power  and  moral  earnestness, 
lie  could  never  have  exercised  this  moulding  in- 
fluence on  any  other  ground.  In  the  power  of 
these  loftj  theological  ideas,  he  was  pre-eminently 
mighty — mighty  in  the  consciousness  of  his  own 
moral  rectitude,  and  mighty  in  the  overpowering  in- 
fluence which  he  exerted  upon  others  around  him. 
"All  his  writings,"  says  Dr.  Giesy,*  "bear  the 
stamp,  not  only  of  his  genius,  but  of  his  theology. 
There  is  here  one  characteristic  most  refreshingly 
prominent.  It  pervades  everything  he  wrote,  for 
it  was  the  very  center  of  his  whole  Christian  life, 
as  well  as  the  ground-work  and  solid  foundation 
of  all  his  theological  teachings ;  we  mean,  of  course, 
the  Christological  tone  and  thought  everywhere 
appearing.  His  inaugural  address,  among  the 
ablest  of  his  productions,  is  especially  fuU  of  this 
kind  of  sound  thinking.  His  earlier  productions 
also — the  three  volumes  on  Heaven — breathing  the 
spirit  of  that  sound  Christological  theology  for 
which  he  was  so  eminent,  and  full  of  the  poetry  of 
his  own  sanctified  experience,  have  brought  edifica- 
tion and  comfort  to  thousands  of  mourners  within 
and  beyond  the  pale  of  his  own  communion,  who 
sympathized  with  him  in  that  subdued  feeling  of 
home-sickness  for  heaven  and  its  sainted  inhabitants, 
which  he  so  beautifully  and  tenderly  portrayed." 

On  his  general  character  and  social  qualities,  we 
quote   from   the   Eev.  Dr.  Schafif-f     His  language 

*Ref.  Ch.  3Iess.,  Feb.  5th,  1868. 
ti2e/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Jan.  22cl,  1868. 
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is  peculiarly  strong  and  expressive.  He  says :  "  Dr. 
Harbaugh  was  no  common  man.  He  was  endowed 
with  rare  gifts  of  mind  and  heart,  and  indomitable 
energy  and  perseverance.  He  had  an  exuberant 
vitality,  a  rich  imagination,  great  power  of  popu- 
larizing and  illustrating  deep  thought,  and  an 
unfailing  source  of  genuine  good-natured  humor. 
The  defects  of  his  early  education  he  made  up  by 
intense  application.  By  the  integrity  of  his  char- 
acter, and  the  disinterestedness  of  his  labors,  he 
won  the  esteem,  and,  by  the  kindness  and  generosity 
of  his  heart,  secured  the  affection  of  all  who  knew 
him.  His  cheerful  disposition,  rich  humor,  and  an 
inexhaustible  fund  of  original  anecdotes,  made  him 
a  most  agreeable  companion." 

One  main  element  of  success  in  the  life  and 
labors  of  our  brother,  was  his  great  moral  earnest- 
ness. On  this  point  we  give  the  folloAving  from 
the  pen  of  an  intimate  friend:*  "Dr.  Harbaugh 
was  ardent  in  everything  he  undertook,  and  his 
ardency  led  him  to  undertake  a  great  many  things 
— all  of  which  he  pressed  forward  with  heroic 
courage,  and  made  to  bloom  at  last  in  great  success. 
His  industry,  as  a  student  in  the  vast  field  of  truth, 
was  untiring.  In  his  writings,  he  shows  how  varied 
and  broad  was  the  range  of  his  thought.  He  was  at 
home  no  less  in  the  field  of  history  than  of  theology ; 
and  in  the  practical  Christian  life  he  showed  the 
presence  of  the  same  high  gift,  baptized  with  equal 
spiritual  ardor.     This  ardency,  guided  by  correct 

*  Rev.  Dr.  (iana,  Rej.  Ch.  Mess.,  Jan.  22d,  1868. 
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judgment,  gave  a  peculiar   charm   to  his  words. 
His  sermons  were  always  of  a  high  order.     Many 
of  them,  as  they  fell  from  his  lips,  were  felt  to  be 
eloquent  in  a  truly  noble  sense.     He  knew  how 
to  create  the  mighty  rushing  torrent,  and  how  to 
distribute  its  power  into  gentle  fructifying  streams. 
His  writings  are  all  fresh  and  suggestive.     You  can 
feel   his   ardency   in   every   sentence.     For  style, 
there  are  few  writ^jrs  more  pure — none  more  natu- 
ral.    Seldom  has  an  author  succeeded  in  throwing; 
more  true  geniality  into  his  publications.     Strangers, 
in  reading  his  works,  are  made  to  feel  at  every 
paragraph  that  they  are  in  company  with  a  warm 
and  congenial  friend.     His  faith  was  no  less  radiated 
by  this  central  element  in  his  being.     For  his  mind, 
God  was  in  Christ,  and  Christ  was  in   the  Church 
— all  under  so  real  and  organic  a  form  as  to  place 
the  Divine  kingdom  entirely  above  and  beyond  the 
eftects  both  of  error  in  its  own  bosom,  and  of  all  the 
wrath  and  rage  of  its  foes  on   the  outside.     He 
loved  history  as  the  concurrent  testimony  of  God 
in  a  human  form,  in  favor  of  the  unalterable  and 
indestructible  principles  of  essential  truth." 

We  have  already  incidentally  referred  to  the 
poetic  element  which  entered  into  the  character  of 
Dr.  Harbaugh.  He  collected  and  pubhshed  a  small 
volume  of  his  choice  poems  during  his  life-time, 
among  which  there  are  some  very  beautiful  and 
touching  efPusions.  Since  his  lamented  death,  a 
volume  of  his  principal  poems  in  the  Pennsylvania 

German  dialect  has  been  published.     In  this  de- 
24 
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partment  lie  stands  alone.  Many  fugitive  pieces, 
indeed,  liad  been  written  from  time  to  time,  and  pub- 
lished in  our  German  religious  and  secular  papers; 
but  no  effort  was  ever  before  put  forth  to  produce 
an  extended  series  of  poems  in  this  strange  dialect ; 
none,  at  least,  of  enduring  merit.  Dr.  Harbaugh's 
efforts  proved  eminently  successful,  and  gained  him 
a  wide  reputation,  as  the  genuine  poet  of  his  people 
— the  true  expositor  of  the  sentiments  and  feelings 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Germans. 

Dr.  Harbaugh  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  the 
public  movements  of  the  Church.  Her  various 
benevolent  enterprises,  her  literary  and  theological 
institutions,  her  late  Tercentenary  celebration,  and 
the  formation  and  introduction  of  a  better  system 
of  worship — all  these  enlisted  his  warmest  sym- 
pathies and  called  forth  his  most  earnest  efforts. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  liturgical  committee,  and 
took  a  most  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the 
"  Orders  of  Worship."  Many  of  its  offices  were 
prepared  by  him,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  at  least. 
In  connection  with  this  great  and  good  work,  he 
rendered  the  German  Eeformed  Ghurcii  of  this 
country  a  most  valuable  and  enduring  service. 

Altogether,  Dr.  Harbaugh  was  an  extraordinary 
man.  His  private  character  was  unexceptionable. 
His  social  qualities  were  of  the  highest  order. 
Few  men,  indeed,  could  make  themselves  more 
agreeable  in  society  than  he.  As  a  friend,  he  was 
trusty,  confiding,  and  ardent.  As  a  "  preacher  of 
righteousness,"  he  was  bold  and  fearless  •  and  as 
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an  expositor  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  lie  had  no 
superior.  His  sermons  were  always  solid,  fresh, 
and  instructive,  and  in  the  highest  degree  interest- 
ing and  edifying.  As  a  pastor,  he  was  faithful, 
kind,  and  compassionate — in  lively  sympathj^  with 
the  wants  of  his  people.  As  a  theologian,  he  was 
thorough,  earnest,  and  positive — eminently  clear  and 
decided  in  his  views,  and  in  perfect  sympathy  with 
the  teachings  of  God's  most  blessed  Word.  Before 
the  overpowering  majesty  of  this  glorious  revela- 
tion of  the  ^Divine  will  and  purposes  he  bowed 
Id  profoundest  reverence,  and  silent,  childish  sub- 
mission. 

We  have  thus  far  followed  the  course  of  our  bro- 
ther's pilgrimage  through  life,  and  now  we  sadly  lin- 
ger yet  awhile  beside  his  dying  bed,  and  at  the  open 
grave  of  the  dear  man.  Far  better  than  we  can 
describe  the  scenes  which  there  transpired,  are  they 
delineated  by  one  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  what 
he  writes.*  We  shall  mostly  give  his  language, 
in  preference  to  our  own. 

"Dr.  Harbaugh  was  hrst  taken  sick  about  the 
beginning  of  September,  a  few  days  before  the 
opening  of  the  session  in  the  Theological  Seminary. 
He  had  been  on  a  visit  to  Waynesboro',  at  the  close 
of  his  vacation,  where  he  was  attacked  with  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  accompanied  with  fever.  After 
coming  home,  he  passed  through  what,  at  first,  ap- 
peared to  be  an  ordinary  spell  of  billions  fever. 
From  this  illness  he   arose  after  some  five  or  six 

*Rev.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  Jan,  8th,  18G8, 
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weeks,  and  was  able  to  move  about  tbe  bouse,  and 
even  to  go  out.  At  tbis  time,  bowever,  some  alarm- 
ing symptoms  began  to  sbow  tbemselves,  in  tbe 
slowness  of  bis  recovery,  and  especially  in  a  cer- 
tain dizziness,  so  tbat  be  was  unable  steadily  to  direct 
tbe  -movements  of  bis  body ;  and  tbe  surmises  of 
tbe  pbysician  began  to  be  confirmed  tbat  be  was 
suffering  from  a  cerebro- spinal  affection.  After 
tbree  or  four  weeks,  be  relapsed  into  bis  former 
state,  suffering  now  more  tban  ever  in  bis  bead. 
From  tbis  time  on  bis  mind  became  Somewbat  af- 
fected, giving  additional  evidence  tbat  tbe  disease 
was  centered  in  bis  bead.  For  some  days  be  was 
in  a  revived  and  apparently  convalescent  state,  and 
tben  again  be  fell  into  a  dull,  comatose  condition, 
from  wbicb  it  became  di£B.cult  to  arouse  bim.  His 
disease  became  tbus  of  a  remittent  cbaracter.  Af- 
ter being  aroused  from  one  of  tbose  dull  states,  we 
bad  a  service  in  bis  room,  in  wbicb  be  united  witb 
us  in  singing  two  of  bis  favorite  bymns,  and  in  re- 
peating tbe  words  of  tbe  Apostles'  Creed. 

"His  last  revived  state  continued  longer  than 
usual,  and  gave  us  some  bopes  tbat  perbaps  tbe  dis- 
ease bad  passed  its  crisis.  On  Sunday  evening  be- 
fore Cbristmas,  be  gave  indications  of  again  pass- 
ing into  a  worse  condition.  On  tbat  day,  bis  mind 
seemed  tolerably  rational.  He  knew  tbat  Cbrist- 
mas was  near ;  and,  in  answer  to  a  question  we  pro- 
posed to  bim,  be  promptly  named  tbe  day  on  wbicb 
it  would  occur. 

"From  tbis  time  on  be  continued  to  grow  worse. 
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On  Christmas  day  lie  was  able  to  take  some  nonr- 
ishment,  and  a  little  again  on  Thursday  morning. 
From  that  time  on  he  lay  in  a  heavy  sleep,  from 
which  he  could  not  be  aroused ;  the  symptoms  con- 
tinued to  become  more  alarming,  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  that  day  dispatches  were  sent  to  his  friends 
that  he  was  not  expected  to  live.  All  human  help  i 
was  now  unavailing,  and  we  could  only  sit  by  his  i 
bedside  and  watch  him  through  the  heavy  hours 
which  brought  him  nearer  to  his  end.  On  Satur- 
day, the  last  day  of  his  earthly  life,  when  he  seemed 
to  be  entering  the  valley  and  shadow  of  death,  we 
joined  in  the  prayer  and  litany  for  the  dying,  com- 
mending his  spirit  to  God.  At  four  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon he  peacefully,  without  a  struggle,  breathed 
his  last,  and  fell  asleep  in  Jesus." 

During  these  trying  seasons  the  utmost  kindness 
and  affectionate  regard  was  manifested  for  their  be- 
loved teacher  by  the  students  of  the  Theological 
Seminary.  One  of  them — Mr.  Jacob  F.  Wiant— 
became  from  the  beginning  of  his  sickness  his  con- 
stant attendant.  "  Beyond  any  other  Ave  have  ever 
known,  this  young  brother  seemed  to  possess  the 
special  gift  of  ministering  in  the  sick- chamber.  His 
affectionate  attentions  were  devoted  day  and  night 
to  his  beloved  professor.  He  stood  by  his  bedside 
wiping  away  the  cold  death-sweat  from  his  brow 
until  he  breathed  his  last.  The  other  students  also 
joined  affectionately  in  watching  with  him  to  the  , 
last." 

His  funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  day 


374  FATHERS    OF    THE    REFORMED    CHURCH. 

of  December,  the  last  day  of  the  year  1867.  Tlie  im- 
mense multitude  in  attendance  was  formed  into  a 
procession  at  the  house,  whence  they  proceeded  to 
the  sanctuary  of  God.  "  Arriving  at  the  church,  the 
opening  sentences  in  the  office  for  the  burial  of 
the  dead,  were  read,  as  the  procession  passed  slowly 
along  the  aisle,  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  W.  N'evin.  The  90th 
Psalm  was  then  chanted  in  subdued  tones  by  the 
choir.  The  Scripture  lesson  was  read  by  Dr.  B.  S. 
Schneck,  followed  by  the  first  prayer,  offered  by 
Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart.  A  sermon  was  then  preached  by 
Dr.  Nevin,  from  the  words :  '  But  I  would  not  have 
you  to  be  ignorant,  brethren,  concerning  them 
which  are  asleep,  that  ye  sorrow  not,  even  as  others 
which  have  no  hope.  For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus 
died  and  rose  again,  even  so  them  also  which  sleep 
in  Jesus,  will  God  bring  with  Him.'  (1  Thes.  iv. 
13.)  At  this  point  the  resolutions,  adopted  in  a 
meeting  held  in  the  lecture  room  of  the  seminary, 
the  evening  previous,  were  read  by  Prof.  Theo.  Ap- 
ple, portions  of  which  are  hereunto  appended.  Eev. 
B,  Bausman  then  read  the  183d  hymn,  from  *  Hymns 
and  Chants,'  commencing  '  Forever  with  the  Lord,' 
which  the  choir  sang  to  a  tune,  which,  as  well  as  the 
hymn,  was  a  favorite  with  Dr.  Harbaugh,  and  had 
been  sung  in  the  sick-chamber  during  his  illness. 

"  The  procession  then  proceeded  to  the  grave  ! 
immediately  in  front  of  the  church,  and  opposite 
the  cenotaph  of  Dr.  Ranch,  where  the  remains  were 
deposited  according  to  the  service  provided  in  the 
Liturgy,  which  was  read  by  Dr.  Nevin. 
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"  The  Reformed  cliurcli,  in  whicli  the  services 
were  held,  was  still  clothed  in  the  beautiful  Christ- 
mas decorations ;  but  these  were  now  draped  in 
mourning.  The  surroundings,  as  the  corpse  lay 
before  the  altar,  were  beautitul  even  in  their  sad- 
ness. They  were  just  such  as  Dr.  Harbaugh  would 
have  chosen  to  surround  his  body  in  its  burial,  i 
The  Christmas  decorations  were  there  to  speak 
forth  his  own  love  for  the  festal  days  and  their 
pious  observance  in  the  Church,  which  he  always  so 
earnestly  advocated,  and  in  which  he  loved  to  join. 
The  liturgical  service  was  among  the  last  works 
which  he  gave  to  the  Church,  the  office  for  burial 
being  mainly  his  own  contribution  as  a  member  of 
the  Liturgical  Committee.  Though  the  emblems 
of  mourning  were  now  mingled  with  these  decora- 
tions, yet  the  joy  of  a  Saviour's  birth  triumphed 
still  over  the  sorrow  of  the  grave.  That  birth 
looked,  through  death,  to  the  resurrection,  in  which 
all  our  hopes  of  a  blessed  immortality  center.  This 
hope  and  comfort  were  brought  home  to  our  sor- 
rowing hearts  by  Dr.  Nevin,  in  his  sermon,  in  such 
a  way  as  to  enable  us  to  be  filled  with  Christian 
peace  even  in  the  deepest  sorrow. 

"  The  remains  of  Dr.  Harbaugh  repose  under  the 
shadow  of  the  church,  in  consecrated  ground,  and 
also  under  the  shadow  of  the  Seminary  in  which 
his  last  ripest  work  for  the  Church  was  performed." 

We  here  close  our  imperfect  sketch  of  the  life 
and  labors  of  Dr.  Harbaugh,  with  a  few  extracts 
from  the  resolutions,  already  referred  to,  as  passed 
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at  a  meeting  of  ministers,  elders  and  other  members 
of  the  church,  held  in  the  seminary  building  on  the 
morning  ofthe  31st  of  December,  1867,  the  day  of  the 
funeral.  After  giving  expression  to  their  sense  of 
"  the  painful  and  unusually  solemn  character  of  the 
occasion  which  had  brought  them  together,"  they 
say  very  beautifully  and  touchingly :  "  In  this  hour 

^  of  desolation  we  here  record  our  sense  of  the  deep 
loss  which  our  entire  Church  has  suftered  in  the 
removal  of  our  brother  from  these  earthly  scenes, 
where  he  labored  and  toiled  with  so  much  success, 
and  where  we  had  fondly  hoped  to  see  his  bright 
career  expanding  in  ever-widening  circles  of  use- 
fulness and  honor.  It  affords  us  unfeigned  pleasure 
in  this  sad  hour,  to  advert  to  other  days,  when 
the  deceased,  by  his  genial  presence,  his  unflinch- 
ing courage  and  unswerving  faith,  co-operated 
with  us  in  building  up  the  Church  of  Christ  on 
earth ;  and  to  bear  testimony  to  the  untiring  energy 
and  industry  with  which  he  accomplished  so  much 
work  for  the  Church ;  as  a  pastor  of  several  of  our 
congregations  ;  as  a  member  of  Classis  and  Synod ; 
as  a  writer  of  various  books,  tracts,  essays,  and 
articles,   by    which   our    membership  have  been 

^edified  and  comforted,  and  an  impulse  given  to  our 

;'  denominational  literature ;  and  as  professor  of  the- 
ology, in  which  capacity  he  labored  incessantly  for 

'  the  benefit  of  his  students  and  of  the  Church  at  large 
until  his  physical  energies  gave  way,  and,  in  the 
midst  of  great  usefulness,  he  was  transferred  to  his 
heavenly  home." 
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Dr.  Harbaugh  died  at  liis  residence  in  Mercers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  December  28th,  1867,  aged  50 
years  and  2  months,  leaving  a  disconsolate  widow 
and  seven  children — four  sons  and  three  daughters 
— to  mourn  his  untimely  death. 

A  beautiful  monument  has  been  erected  to  his 
memory  by  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  which,  with  appropriate  religious  exercises, 
was  unveiled  on  the  18th  of  October,  1870,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  his  ministerial  friends 
and  others.*  The  monument  is  of  fine  Italian 
marble,  twelve  feet  high,  resting  upon  a  granite 
base  and  terminating  in  a  cross.  It  is  in  tableau 
style,  the  front  surface,  resting  on  three  terraces  of 
stone,  is  three  feet  in  width,  on  which  the  artist 
has  cut,  in  almost  life-size,  in  bass-relief,  the  bust 
of  Dr.  Harbaugh,  just  under  the  cross  and  above 
the  shield,  which  bears  his  name,  title,  birth,  and 
death.  On  the  right  side  of  this  shield,  in  three- 
quarter  relief,  stands  a  student  with  book  in  hand, 
weeping — his  left  hand  lifted  with  a  fold  of  his 
mantle  to  his  eye,  as  if  in  the  act  of  wiping  away 
the  falling  tear.  On  the  other  side  of  the  shield 
stands  the  figure  of  an  angel,  also  in  three-quarter 
relief,  with  head  uncovered  and  face  turned  upward . 
— the  fore-finger  of  the  right  hand  uplifted  point- 1 
ing  to  heaven.  This  angel  bears  in  his  other  hand 
a  palm  leaf — the  symbol  of  victory. 

On  the  two  lower  terraces  of  marble,  in  front,  is 
the  lettering.     On  the  upper,  a  stanza  from  one  of 

»JSe/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Oct.  12th  and  26th,  1808. 
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Dr.  Harbaugli's  hymns,  which,  in  few  but  vigorous 
words,  expresses  his  child-hke  faith: 

"  Living  or  dying,  Lord, 
I  ask  but  to  be  Thine ; 
My  life  in  Thee,  Thy  life  in  me, 
Makes  heav'n  forever  mine." 

The  lower  slab,  immediately  above  the  granite 
base,  contains  simply  the  family  name 
"HARBAUGH." 

Upon  the  right  and  left  face  of  this  lower  block, 
which  presents  a  surface  of  12x1 7  inches,  are  cut 
two  extracts  from  his  Pennsylvania  German  poem 
entitled  "  Heemweh,"  which,  in  the  original,  is 
touching  and  full  of  religious  pathos.     The  one  is, 

"  0,  wann's  net  vor  der  Hiramel  war, 

Mit  seiner  scheene  Ruh. 
Daun  war  m'rs  do  schiin  lang  varleedt, 

Ich  wisst  net  was  zu  dhu. 
Doch  Huffnung  leichtet  meinen  weg, 

Der  ew'gen  Heemet  zu." 

The  other  inscription,  from  the  same  poem,  is 
equally  expressive  of  what  Dr.  Harbaugh  wrote 
ooncerning  the  future  life  as  the  prop  and  stay  of  his 
own  hope.     It  reads  thus : 

"  Dort  find  m'r  was  m'r  do  verliert, 

Uu  b'halt's  in  Ewigkeit ; 
Dort  lewe  unsre  Dodte  all, 
In  Licht  un  ew'ger  Freid." 


PETER   SWEIQERT.  3t9 


KEY.  PETER  SWEIGERT. 

1815—1846. 

The  history  of  this  faithful  servant  of  Christ  is 
but  short — having  been  called  home  soon  after  he 
had  entered  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Mr.  Sweigert  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, March  the  28d,  1815.  He  was  for  some 
time  a  resident  of  Chambersburg,  where  he  became 
savingly  interested  in  Christ ;  and  soon  afterwards 
went  to  Mercer sburg,  with  a  view  of  preparing  him- 
self for  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry.  Here  he 
pursued  his  studies  for  some  years,  and  was  uni- 
versally esteemed  as  a  devoted  Christian  and  a  dili- 
gent student.  After  completing  his  course  pre- 
paratory to  this  responsible  office,  he  was  licensed 
to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  ordained  to  the  office  of 
the  ministry,  by  the  Lebanon  Classis,  in  the  year  1845. 

About  this  time  he  received  and  accepted  a  call 
from  the  Millersville  charge,  in  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Here  he  labored  wdth  great  zeal 
and  fidelity,  and  with  extraordinary  success,  for  the 
brief  space  of  one  year,  or  a  little  over,  when  by 
death  he  was  removed  from  his  devoted  and  sor- 
rowing people.  His  disease  was  consumption,  to 
which  he  was  constitutionally  predisposed. 

Mr.  Sweigert  was  a  good  man,  full  of  faith  and 
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of  the  Holy  Ghost — instant  in  season  and  out  of 
season — ever  active,  watching  for  souls,  as  one  who 
fully  realized  his  awful  responsibilities.  He  was 
kind,  generous,  and  affectionate — much  endeared  to 
his  people;  humble  also  and  unassuming,  and  thus 
universally  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

During  his  protracted  illness,  which  he  bore  with 
humble  and  cheerful  resignation,  Mr.  Sweigert  re- 
ceived every  mark  of  attention  and  Christian  kind- 
ness from  his  beloved  and  loving  people.  He  was 
frequently  visited  also  by  his  ministerial  brethren, 
who  found  it  pleasant  and  edifying  to  be  in  his 
company.  Being  at  the  time  one  of  those  neighbor- 
ing ministers,  who  had  frequent  interviews  with 
him,  we  find  our  record  to  read  as  follows  :  "On 
the  very  day  preceding  his  death,  I  paid  him  a  last 
visit,  in  the  course  of  which  we  freely  conversed, 
as  usual,  on  subjects  connected  with  the  kingdom 
of  God — with  my  ear  generally  to  his  lips,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  extreme  debility.  '  You  will  not 
Ukely  be  with  us  long,'  said  I.  '  Not  very  long,' 
was  the  reply.  '  You  don't  feel  any  special  concern 
[  about  it,  I  suppose ;  your  mind  is  perfectly  easy.' 
I '  Perfectly  so,'  said  he ;  'I  am  ready  to  go  any  time ; 
'the  sooner  the  better;  but  I  shall  have  to  wait 
I  until  the  Lord  calls  me.'  After  a  pause,  he  re- 
sumed :  '  We  have  spent  many  precious  hours  to- 
gether.' '  Yes,  Ave  shall  spend  some  more,'  I  re- 
plied. '  But  I  think  I  shall  not  be  here  very  long 
any  more,'  said  he.     '  I  know  you  won't,'  said  I ; 
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*  Still  we  shall  spend  together  many  precious  hours.' 

*  In  the  world  to  come,  you  mean,'  he  hastily  re 
plied.  All  this  occurred  without  the  least  excite- 
ment or  uneasiness  on  either  side.  It  seemed  per 
fectly  natural.  We  spoke  as  on  every  other  occa- 
sion, when  about  to  separate.  'I  shall  call  again 
to  see  you  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,'  said  I,  as  I 
was  about  to.  leave.  '  I  shall  likely  not  be  here, 
then,'  was  the  reply — 'I  am  always  glad  to  see  my 
brethren ;  but  I  know  they  cannot  leave  their 
flocks.'  After  this  he  feelingly  inquired  how  I  was 
getting  along  in  my  charge,  showing  the  deep  and 
lively  interest  he  felt  in  the  cause  of  Chiist." 

Mr.  Sweigert  was  a  warm  and  faithful  friend,  in 
whom  implicit  confidence  could  be  placed.  Equally 
faithful  and  true  was  he  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
He  lived  for  God  and  His  blood-bought  Church. 
His  own  life,  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  was  conse- 
crated to  his  Divine  Master  ;  and,  in  imitation  of 
his  Lord,  he  loved  his  people,  and  literally  gave 
himself  for  them,  that  he  might  win  them  for  Christ, 
and  present  them  to  Him  as  "  living  sacrifices,  holy 
and  acceptable  to  God.'' 

Mr.  Sweigert  died  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  on 
Thursday,  October  22d,  1856,  aged  31  years  and 
7  months,  less  one  day.  On  Saturday  following, 
his  remains,  accompanied  by  a  very  large  concourse 
of  weeping  friends,  both  ministerial  and  private, 
Yv'ere  borne  sadly  and  silently  to  the  grave-yard  at-  ' 
tached  to  the  Keformed  church,  in  Millersville,  and 
deposited  in  their  resting-place,  there  to  await  "  the 
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resurrection  uf  the  body,  and  the  life  everlasting  in 
the  world  to  come." 

At  the  house,  the  Eev.  Mr.  Wagner,  his  Lutheran 
colleague,  officiated.  At  the  grave,  Kev.  G.  W. 
Glessner  attended  the  service,  assisted  by  Bro. 
Hoffheins,  of  Elizabethtown ;  after  which  the  im- 
mense crowd  assembled  in  the  church,  where  a 
sermon  on  John  xii.  26,  was  preached  in  German, 
by  the  Eev.  G.  W.  Glessner,  and  one  in  English,  on 
Num.  xxiii.  10,  by  the  author,  then  pastor  of  the 
German  Keformed  church  in  Columbia,  Lancaster 
county,  Pennsylvania. 

His  resting  place  is  marked  by  a  marble  stone, 
bearing  the  following  inscription  : 

Sacred  to  the  memory 

of 

Eev.  Peter  Sweigert, 

who  departed  this  life  Oct.  22d,  1846, 

aged  31  years  and  7  months. 

He  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  German  Reformed 

congregation  of  this  place  which  he  served  in 

connection    with    the    congregations    of 

Rohrerstown  and  Conestoga  Center, 

for  the  space  of  one  year. 

He  lived,  universally  beloved, 
And  died,  universally  lamented. 
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KEY.  DAVID  HEFELFINGER 

1816—1860. 

Mr.  Hefelfinger,  whose  beautiful  life  and  la- 
mented death  we  here  record,  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  some  time  in  the  year 
1816,"^  so  that  he  was  about  44  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  a  younger  son  of  a 
family  of  several  children.  His  parents  died  when 
he  was  about  three  years  of  age.  After  their  death 
he  was  taken  into  the  family  of  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Aughinbaugh.  When  about  ten  years  of  age  he 
was  apprenticed  to  his  cousin,  John  Aughinbaugh, 
dec'd,  of  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  shoe- 
making  trade,  and  subsequently  became  a  joint 
partner  with  him  in  his  business. 

From  his  earliest  years  he  was  piously  inclined. 
He  connected  himself  with  the  German  Reformed 
Church  in  Chambersburg,  in  1838,  under  the  min- 
istry of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Helffenstein.  During  the 
year  1840,  he  felt  himself  called  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel. He  accordingly  soon  after  gave  up  his  busi- 
ness and  entered  upon  a  course  of  study  prepara- 
tory to  the  Christian  ministry,  first  in  the  aca- 
demy at  Chambersburg,  and  subsequently  at  Mer- 
cersburg.     Many  were  the  diflaculties   and  discour- 

*  Ger.  Re/.  Mjss.,  Aug.  18th,  1860.      Obituary,  slightly  changea. 
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agements  witli  wiiicli  lie  had  to  contend ;  but  lie 
persevered  in  the  midst  of  them  all  until  his  ob- 
ject was  finally  gained.* 
In  May,  1848,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
,  pel  by  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen.     In  Septem- 
'  ber  following,  he  received  a  call   from  the  Brown- 
";  back's   charge   in   Chester  county,    Pennsylvania, 
'  within  the  bounds  of  the   Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
to   which  Classis  he  transferred  his  ecclesiastical 
connection,  and  was  by  it  ordained  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry,f  and  installed  as  pastor  over  the  charge 
from  which  he  had  received  the  call.    In  this  field, 
which  was  at  the  time  attended  with  peculiar  diffi- 
culties, he  labored  faithfully  and  perseveringly,  and 
with  considerable  success,  for  more  than  six  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1855,  he  received  a  call  from 
the  Newville  charge,  Cumberland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, which  he  accepted,  and  accordingly  in  May 
of  that  year,  connected  himself  with  the  Classis  of 
Zion,  within  whose  bounds  the  charge  was  located 
The  congregations  constituting  this  charge  enjo3'ed 
his  services,  until  the  1st  of  January,  1860,  when 
he  removed  to  Fayetteville,  Franklin  county,  to 
take  charge  of  the  Grindstone  Hill,  Marion,  Funks- 
,  town  and  Faj^etteville  congregations,  which   had 
]  given  him  a  call.     He  was  received  at  the  time  by 


*  We  well  remember  him,  when  a  student  at  Mercersbur^,  as  one 
of  the  excellent  of  the  earth — a  most  amiable,  humble  and  excel- 
lent young  Christian.  His  piety  was  unfeigned,  deep  and  lovely. 
Many  and  pleasant  were  the  hours  we  spent  with  him  in  the  halla 
of  old  "  Marshall "  and  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  The  image 
of  the  departed  comes  back  to  us  fragrant  with  pleasant  memo- 
ries. 

t  Syn.  Min.,  184S,  p.  22  and  1849,  p.  17, 
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the  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  and  installed  over  Ms 
new  charge  in  February,  1860,  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Classis.  His  prospects  of  useful- 
ness in  his  new  field  of  labor  were  very  promising. 
He  was,  however,  summoned  to  his  reward  in  the 
midst  of  them  all. 

About  the  last  of  May,  he  held  his  spring  com- ' 
munion,  the  last  of  the  four  in  his  charge,  in  the 
Grindstone  Hill  church,  in  which  he  was  assisted 
by  the  Eev.  Dr.  Wolff,  of  Mercersburg.  He  was 
at  the  time  somewhat  indisposed.  Dr.  Wolff  being 
obliged  to  return  home  on  Sabbath  afternoon,  the 
conducting  of  the  last  service  of  the  occasion,  on 
Sabbath  evening,  devolved  upon  him.  In  view  of 
his  indisposition  at  the  time,  some  of  his  members 
endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from  preaching.  He, 
however,  felt  constrained  not  to  follow  their  advice. 
His  preaching  that  night,  which  proved  to  be  his 
last,  it  is  said,  was  characterized  by  unusual  vigor  • 
and  fervor.  After  service,  he  returned  to  Mrs. 
Hassler's,  with  whom  he  was  staying,  and  that 
night  was  attacked  with  bilious  fever,  with  a  ten- 
dency to  typhoid,  ending  in  a  wasting  consumption, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  on  the  afternoon 
'  of  the  23d  of  July,  1860.     His  end  was  peace. 

Mr.  Hefelfinger  was  a  man  of  undoubted  piet}^ 
This  characteristic  was  accorded  him  by  all  who 
enjoyed  his  acquaintance.  He  was  a  meek  and 
lowly  Christian,  living  near  to  his  God,  and  walk- 
ing humbly  before  Him.  The  preciousness  of  his 
Saviour  he  reahzed  and  proclaimed  on  his  dying 
25 
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bed.  He  was  a  faithful  and  devoted  pastor.  In 
the  work  in  which  he  was  engaged  he  took  great 
dehght,  and  gave  it  his  constant  and  earnest  atten- 
tion. As  a  preacher,  he  was  earnest,  instructive, 
afid  practical.  In  a  word,  in  him  were  combined 
the  elements  of  a  successful  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
His  loss  is  deeply  felt  by  the  members  of  his  charge, 
and  his  death  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him.  His 
funeral  took  place  on  the  Wednesday  following  his 
death.  An  unusually  large  concourse  of  people 
was  present.  He  was  buried  at  the  Grindstone 
Hill  cemetery.*  Before  interment,  his  remains 
were  taken  into  the  church.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  Kev.  S.  Phillips,  of  Chambersburg. 
Addresses  were  also  delivered  by  the  Revs.  J. 
Rebaugh,  and  T.  G.  Appel,  of  Greencastle.  The 
Rev.  Mr.  McHenry,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Eaton,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  were 
also  present.  The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  inter- 
est and  great  solemnity.  All  who  participated  in 
it  seemed  to  feel  that  a  good  man  had  fallen. 

*In  a  late  visit  to  tlie  Grindstone  Hill  church,  we  were  shown 
his  grave.  A  beautiful  marble  tombstone,  with  an  appropriate 
inscription,  marks  the  place  where  the  good  man  sleeps. 
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EEY.  JOHN  STONEBEEGER. 

1820—1865. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  thougli  dying  young, 
is   eminently   deserving   of    a    place    among   the 
"  Fatliers  "  of  the  Church.     He  was  a  man  of  rare 
and  exalted  virtues,  of  great  moral  earnestness  and 
energy  of  character,  and  of  mental  endowments  of 
no  ordinary  grade.     His  public  life  was  a  very  la- 
borious and  self-denying  one — spent  mostly  in  mis- 
sionary labors  on  the  Western  frontiers,  with  little 
to  encourage  him,  except  the  conscious  dignity  of 
his  office,  and  the  promises  of  Him  who  had  called 
him  to  this  glorious  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel 
to   the  poor.     By   his   extraordinary   energy  and 
zeal,  as  well  as  by  his  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  his 
Divine  Master,  he  earned  for  himself  the  esteem 
and  love  of  all  good  men.     Not  only  as  an  earnest 
and   faithful   preacher   and   pastor,  but  also  as  a 
writer,  he  magnified  his  office,  and  made  honorable 
his  high  and  holy  calling.     We  prefer  giving,  in  a 
condensed  form,  the  history  of  this  eminent  and 
devoted  servant  of  Christ,  as  furnished  by  one  of  | 
his  most  ardent  friends  and  admirers.''^ 

John  Stoneberger,  of  blessed  memory,  was  born 

*  See  an  article  in  the  West.  Jiriss.,  March  8th,  1866.  by  Rev.  I.  H. 
Reiter ;  also,  Oer.  Be/.  Mess.,  Jan.  lOtb,  and  24th,  1866. 
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of  respectable  parents,  on  the  15tli  of  February, 
1820,  in  Frankfort  township;  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania.  His  parents  were  Peter  and  Eliza- 
beth Stoneberger,  both  of  whom  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church.  His  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Blozer.  He  spent  the  first  ten  years  of  hi 
life  in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  amid  the  endear- 
ments of  home,  and  there  commenced  his  primary 
education  in  a  common  school. 

About  1830,  his  parents  moved  to  Coal  Castle, 
and  after  a  short  residence  there,  to  the  town  of 
Catawissa,  on  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Susque- 
hanna, just  below  the  valley  of  Wyoming,  of  tragic- 
al memory,  where  his  father  was  engaged  in  public 
Avorks  for  the  greater  part  of  two  yeai's  ;  from  there 
they  moved  to  Schujdkill  Haven,  residing  there 
one  year  and  a  half,  and  subsequently  a  few  months 
at  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania.  During  this  time  he 
rendered  proper  and  faithful  service  to  his  parents, 
and  to  a  limited  extent  attended  school. 

In  1834,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Dayton, 
Ohio."^  Here,  he,  for  a  while,  attended  the  primary 
school  with  encouraging  success,  and  then  for  the 
next  six  or  seven  years  worked  with  his  father  at 
the  carpenter  trade,  and  at  times  at  bridge  build-  ! 
ing.  In  this  avocation  he  proved  himself  an  in- 
dustrious, honest,  and  excellent  young  man. 

He  was  naturally  of  a  modest  and  serious  turn 
of  mind,  piously  inclined  from   childhood,  and  be-  i 

*  His  parents  died  at  Dayton  ;  his  father  in  1850,  and  his  mother 
in  1<^,  and  aie  buried  there. 
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came   religiously   impressed   at   an   early   period. 
When  only  a  boy,  lie  resolved  to  read  the  Bible 
through,  and  as  far  as  possible  memorized  it ;   and 
in  early  youth  he  was  frequently  heard  in  prayei 
in  an  out-house  by  some  of  the  family.     As  he  ad- 
vanced  towards   manhood,   these   impressions  in- 
creased in  depth  and  strength.     While  in  this  state ' 
of  mind,  and  about  this  time,  he  lost  a  brother  and  ^ 
sister  by  death,  which  more  deeply  and  convincingly  ' 
impressed  him  with  the  importance  of  having  a 
saving  interest  in  Christ,  and  led  him  to  the  reso- 
lution of  wholly  consecrating  himself  to  the  ser- 
vice of  God,  and  of  uniting  with  the  Church  at 
the  first  opportunity. 

He  now,  after  attending  a  course  of  catechetical 
instructions,  and  making  a  public  profession  of  his 
faith  in  Christ,  united  with  the  First  Reformed 
church  of  Dayton,  in  the  year  1840,  under  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Rev.  David  Winters.  He  at  once 
took  a  decided  stand  on  "  the  side  of  the  Lord," 
and  became  a  zealous  and  efficient  member,  being 
regular  in  his  attendance  on  the  public  services  of 
the  sanctuary,  and  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
prayer-meeting  and  Sunday-school. 

Along  with  his  religious  impressions,  and  his 
consciousness  of  pardon  and  peace  through  faith  in 
the  Redeemer,  especially  after  having  united  with 
the  Church,  he  felt  himself  divinely  called  and  ur- 
gently constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  to  preach 
the  Gospel  of  peace  and  salvation  to  his  fellow- 
xnen.     This  matter,  so  full  of  solemn  moment  and 
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responsibility,  he,  with  cliaracteristic  modesty,  kept 
for  a  while  a  secret  of  his  own  heart,  but  finally 
made  known  the  desire  of  his  soul.     He  was  en- 

1  couraged  by  his  pastor  and  a  few  others,  but  met 

'  with  opposition  and  discouragement  on  the  part  of 
the  most  of  his  friends.  His  heart  was  saddened, 
and  the  prospects  before  him  appeared  gloomy  and 
doubtful.  He  had  no  resources  of  his  own,  nor 
any  assurance  of  help  from  others.  But  gradually, 
under  God's  blessing,  the  way  was  opened,  mostly 
through  his  own  exertions  and  self-denial ;  and  he 
made  a  start  in  the  direction  of  the  Gospel  minis- 
try, and,  amid  many  discouragements,  prosecuted 
his  studies  to  a  successful  and  honorable  end. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  184:3,  he  commenced 
his  preparatory  studies  in  the  "  Old  Academy," 
at  Dayton,  and  continued  them  about  two  and  a 
half  years.  During  this  time,  being  a  close  and 
diligent  student,  he  made  very  commendable  pro- 
gress, and,  at  the  close  of  his  course,  stood  an  ap- 
proved and  favorable  examination. 

In  184:5,  he  entered  upon  his  theological  studies 
in  Lane  Seminary,  on  Walnut  Hills,  at  Cincinnati, 
and  remained  there  three  years.  By  his  assiduity 
and  unremitting  application,  as  well  as  by  his  cor- 
rect moral   deportment,  he  won  the  respect    and 

►  confidence  of  his  professors,  and  established  for 
himself  the  character  of  a  faithful  and  successful 

"  student  of  theology .  And  during  this  period,  as 
time  and  circumstances  permitted,  he  also  rendered 
important  service  to  the  First  German  Reformed 
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church  of    Cincinnati,   in  tlie  early   part   of     its 
history. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1847,  during  its  annual 
meeting  in  Cincinnati,  he,  after  passing  a  satisfac- 
tory examination,  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel by  Miami  Classis."^  He,  however,  continued 
his  theological  studies  for  another  year  at  Lane 
Seminary. 

On  the  16th  of  August,  1848,  he  was  ordained  to 
the  Gospel  ministry  by  Miami  Classis,  a-t  a  special 
meeting  in  Dayton,  as  a  missionary  to  Union 
county,  Illinois.f  The  committee  of  ordination 
consisted  of  the  ministers  then  present,  namely : 
Revs.  Jesse  Steiner,  David  Winters  and  Henry 
Hiestand.  He  immediately  entered  upon  his  field 
of  labor,  which  was  composed  of  two  congregations, 
viz.:  the  St.  John's  and  Union,  the  former  being 
four  miles  south  of  Jonesboro,  and  the  latter  about 
the  same  distance  north  of  that  town.J  He  con- 
tinued his  labors  here  for  two  years,  amid  many 
difficulties  and  discouragements.  After  closing  his 
labors  here,  he  was  one  year  withoi^t  a  regular 
charge,  but  during  this  time  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing and  preaching  at  Caledonia,  Pulaski  county, 
Illinois. 

In  1852,  he  went  as  a  missionary  to  Patton,  Bol- 
linger (formerly  Cape  Girardeau)  county,  Mis- 
souri, and  took  charge  of  three  congregations,  viz. : 

*Min.  O.  Syn.,  1.S47,  p.  10. 

tMin.  O.  Syn.,  184^  p.  \i. 

X  These  congre}?ations  were  perhaps  (in  some  sense)  primarily 
organized  about  1810  or  1S15,  by  Rev.  Samuel  Weyber^,  but  subse- 
quently became  disorganized  and  scattered  ;  and  agam  organized 
or  re-organized  about  18.39,  by  Rev.  Henry  Kroli. 
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Castor,  Upper  White- water,  and  Lower  White- 
water, the  latter  of  which  is  also  sometimes  called 
Probst's  and  Mount  Sinai.''^  His  ministry  continu- 
ed here  about  seven  years.  In  order  to  secure  a 
proper  support,  he  also  taught  school  a  part  of  tJie 
time. 

It  was  during  his  ministry  in  this  field  that  he 
conceived  the  idea,  matured  the  plan,  and  under- 
took the  work  of  preparing  his  excellent  book,  the 
"Church  Member's  Manual,"  and  had  it  published 
in  1855.  In  the  preparation  of  this  book  he  has 
done  a  good  work  for  the  Church,  and  through  it 
his  memory  will  be  perpetuated  to  future  gene- 
rations. 

On  the  first  of  July,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Haldah  P.  Kingsley,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and 
Hannah  Kingsley,  in  the  vicinity  of  Jonesboro, 
Illinois,  by  the  Rev.  John  McConnell.  In  this  union 
they  were  blest  with  four  children. 

On  the  first  of  August,  1859,  he  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Western  Board  of  Missions,  as  mis- 
sionary to  Astoria,  Fulton  county,  IlKnois.f  He  at 
once  commenced  his  labors  in  this  important  and 
promising  field,  consisting  subsequently  of  three 
congregations,  namely:  Astoria  and  Summum,  in 
Fulton,  and  Sylva,  in  Schuyler  county.    He  engaged  : 

*  These  congregations  were  organized  or  re-organized  in  1850,  j 
by  Rev.  Fred.  P.  Beidler,  out  of  the  fragments  or  remains  of  the 
congregations  formerly  served  by  Rev.  Samuel   Weyberg,  who 
died  here  of  cholei'a  in  1833,  and  lies  buried  near  the  log  church  of 
Lower  White-water. 

t  Astoria  was  visited  as  a  missionary  field,  in  1857,  by  Rev.  Jacob 
Sechler,  of  Hanover.  Pa. ;  and  in  the  Spring  of  185H,  a  German  Re- 
formed congregation  was  organized  there  by  Rov.  William  K. 
Zieber  as  Explorijig  Missionary. 
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in  the  work  assigned  him,  with  a  good  degree  of 
faith,  zeal,  and  devotion.  But  two  main  obstacles 
confronted  him  in  the  very  beginning.  These  were 
an  impaired  state  of  health,  and  a  want  of  church 
edifices.  The  latter  he  overcame  to  some  extent,  as 
he  succeeded  in  having  a  church  built  at  Astoria, 
in  1864  ;  but  the  former  he  could  never  surmount ; 
for,  instead  of  improving,  he  gradually  became  worse. 
He  had  fair  prospects  before  him  of  building  up  a 
good  charge,  but  he  could  not  command  the  strength 
and  energy  required  to  do  the  necessary  work.  He, 
considering  his  circumstances,  did  much  for  the 
Church  there,  and  in  all  that  he  did  do,  he  was 
faithful  and  sincerely  devoted.  By  1862,  he  could 
no  longer  attend  to  the  whole  routine  of  pastoral 
duties,  and  hence  asked  no  more  for  missionary 
aid ;  but,  in  order  to  support  his  family,  he  engaged 
in  teaching,  and  devoted  as  much  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  demands  of  the  Church  as  his  cir- 
cumstances permitted.  He  thus  labored  on,  keep- 
ing the  congregations  together,  and  in  a  good  con- 
dition, especially  the  one  at  Astoria,  until  Septem- 
ber, 1865,  when  he  became  superannuated. 

The  cause  of  his  sickness  may  be  ascribed  to 
exposure  and  over-exertion,  in  rather  an  unhealthy 
region  of  country.  He  was  naturally  possessed  of 
a  good  constitution  and  of  much  power  of  endur- 
ance,  but  these  could  not  withstand  the  ravages  of 
disease.  During  a  period  of  seven  years,  he  was 
more  or  less  afflicted  with  fever  and  ague ;  and, 
since  1857,  he  was  troubled  with  a  cough,  which 
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was  but  the  incipient  premonition  of  consumption 
and  death  I 

The  last  Sunday,  December  3,  1865,  that  he  was 
permitted  to  spend  on  earth,  he  was  enabled  to  at- 
tend Divine  service  in  the  Eeformed  church  at 
Astoria.  The  Kev.  George  Weber  had  been  there 
on  a  visit  and  preached  that  day.  Brother  Stone- 
berger  accompanied  him  to  the  church,  and,  after 
the  sermon,  closed  with  prayer,  he  spoke  a  few 
words  of  kind  admonition  and  encouragement  to 
the  congregation,  saying  that  in  all  probability  it 
would  be  the  last  time  that  they  would  hear  his 
voice  in  ihe  sanctuary  on  earth.  This  proved  true. 
He  returned  from  the  church  to  his  residence  and 
family  for  the  last  time.  His  race  was  nearly  run, 
his  mission  fulfilled,  and  his  sufferings  and  trials 
were  soon  to  end.  During  the  next  four  days,  he 
gradually  grew  weaker,  and  breathing  became  more 
difficult.  He  suffered  much  by  spells.  By  Thurs- 
day evening  he  became  easy  and  calm,  and  remained 
fully  conscious  until  the  next  morning  about  six 
o'clock.  His  peace  was  made  with  God  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  he  regarded  death  as  the 
passage  to  eternal  life  and  glory.  Having  been  in 
intimate  communion  with  his  Lord  and  Master  for 
many  years,  he  was  ready  and  willing  to  depart  and 
dwell  with  Him  in  the  "mansions"  of  bliss.  It 
was  in  such  a  heavenly  frame  of  mind,  that  he  re- 
peated the  significant  lines  of  Zwingle : 

"  Lo,  at  the  door  I  hear  death's  knock, 
Shield  me,  0  Lord,  my  strength  and  rock." 
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And  then,  after  a  few  hours  of  unconscious  ex- 
istence, he  gently  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  on  Friday,  | 
December  8th,  1865,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 1 
noon,  having   attained   to  the  age  of  45  years,  9  . 
months  and  23  days.  j 

'  His  funeral  took  place  on  Sunday,  the  10th,  when 
,his  remains  were  take  to  the  Eeformed  church  in 
j  Astoria,  where  a  large  concourse  of  people  had  as- 
sembled, bearing  testimony  to  his  ministerial  in- 
tegrity and  moral  worth,  and  evincing  how  generally 
he  lived  in  the  affections  and  respect  of  the  com- 
munity. As  no  Eeformed  minister  was  within 
reach  at  this  time,  the  services  at  the  church,  con- 
sisting of  singing,  prayer,  and  some  appropriate 
remarks,  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Evans, 
of  the  United  Brethren,  and  the  Eev.  A.  Sloan,  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  The  remains  were  then 
taken  to  the  Astoria  cemetery,  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  town,  and  buried  there  according  to 
the  order  and  custom  of  the  Church,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  same  ministers. 

Thus  ended  the  life  and  labors  of  the  good,  the 
beloved,  and  the  devoted  Stoneberger,  leaving  an 
affectionate  and  heart-stricken  wife  and  two  father- 
less children,  to  mourn  his  early  death.  r 
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EEY.  THORNTON  BUTLER. 

1820—1870. 

j  Mr.  Butler  was  bom  in  Catawba  county,  Nortli 
'  Carolina,  October  4tli,  1820.  Here  he  spent  his 
childhood  and  early  youth.  When  yet  young,  he 
became  seriously  impressed  and  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  his  native  place. 
Subsequently  he  became  a  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  church  in  Lincoln  county.  North  Caro- 
lina; and  soon  afterwards  determined  to  devote 
himself  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry. 
To  prepare  himself  for  this  solemn  and  responsible 
office,  he  came  to  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and 
prosecuted  his  studies  preparatory  to  the  sacred 
calling  in  the  Institutions  located  at  that  place. 
He  was  an  exemplary  Christian  and  a  diligent  stu- 
dent, made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  and  gained 
for  himself  many  warm  friends. 

After  completing  his  theological  course,  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  State,  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  ordained  to  the  work  of  the 
holy  ministry,  by  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina, 
March  12th,  184:8.* 

In  the  same  year  he  became  pastor  of  five  con- 
gregations in  the  vicinity  of  Lexington,  Davidson 

«  Syn.  Min.,  1848,  p.  22. 
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county,  Nortli  Carolina.  His  charge  was  subse- 
quently increased  by  the  addition  of  a  sixth  con- 
gregation. They  are  the  following :  Mount  Car- 
mel,  Laur's,  Peck's,  Pilgrim's  and  Emmanuel's,  the 
i  '  sixth  not  being  named.  He  labored  in  this  first 
'  '  field  up  to  1851,  a  period  of  three  years,  when  he 
resigned  the  charge,  and  was  for  a  number  of  years 
without  any  specific  field  of  labor,  owing  probably 
to  his  impaired  health ;  he,  however,  continued  to 
reside  in  Lexington,  and  to  preach  more  or  less 
regularly  here  within  the  bounds  of  his  subsequent 
field.  In  1858,  he  accepted  a  call  from  the  East 
Eowan  charge,  consisting  of  three  congregations. 
In  this  charge  he  continued  to  labor  faithfully  and 
with  success,  as  the  regular  pastor,  for  some  ten  or 
eleven  years,  when,  in  1868,  he  removed  to  Anna, 
Illinois,  to  which  place  he  had  been  called  ;  and 
whence  he  was  soon  afterwards  removed  to  the 
eternal  world — having  preached  here  a  little  less 
than  two  years.* 

Mr.  Butler  was  a  good  man  and  a  faithful  laborer 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord.  His  health  was  rather 
delicate.  During  our  late  civil  war,  he,  with  many 
of  his  brethren  in  the  South,  endured  great  priva- 
tions and  sufferings.  This  circumstance  may  have 
aggravated  his  bodily  infirmities,  and  hastened  his 
death.  When  he  left  the  South,  his  health  was 
very  much  impaired.  Change  of  climate  and  the 
cares  and  anxieties  incident  to  a  change  of  resi- 
dence, may  also  have  had  an  unfavorable  influence 

»  Ref.  C7i.  Mess.,  Nov.  30th,  1870. 
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upon  him.  His  last  illness  continued  only  about 
four  weeks.  He  was  taken  with  chills  and  fever ; 
then  became  paralyzed  and  speechless,  and  continued 
in  this  helpless  condition  for  two  weeks,  when  he 
died  in  peace,  at  his  residence,  in  Anna,  Illinois, 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1870,  aged  60  years  and 
28  days. 

The  Rev.  Ph.  H.  Kroh,  one  of  his  neighboring 
brethren,  in  announcing  his  death,  says:  "Like  a 
shock  of  corn  fully  ripe,  he  was  gathered  into  the 
heavenly  garner.  He  died  in  the  triumphs  of  a 
living  faith.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  four  children 
to  mourn  their  loss.  As  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
he  was  faithful ;  as  a  parent,  he  was  affectionate ; 
as  a  friend,  he  was  kind;  as  a  man,  he  was  true  to 
his  calling,  and  a  devoted  friend  to  the  Church  of 
his  fathers." 

Mr.  Butler  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  S.  S.  Middlekauff,  by 
whom  he  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
The  latter  died  in  infancy ;  the  former  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  is  said  to  be  a  fine  young  man.  On  the 
19th  of  November,  1856,  he  was  married  to  his 
second  wife,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Two  daughters  died 
in  infancy.  The  other  children,  five  in  number, 
and  also  the  step-son,  are  living  with  their  mother, 
Catharine  J.  Butler,  at  Anna,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Butler  was  of  large  stature— taU,  stout,  and 
well  built.  Agreeable  in  his  manners,  and,  in  his 
intercourse  with   others,  courteous  and   obliging. 
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His  kindly  nature  and  easy  disposition  eminently 
fitted  him  for  the  pastoral  office.  His  ministry,  ex- 
tending over  a  period  of  twenty-two  years,  has 
already  proved  a  blessing  to  many  a  weary  pilgrim, 
and  will  continue  to  work  still  greater  good,  indi- 
rectly in  time  to  come. 

The  good  man  dies,  indeed,  but  leaves  behind 
The  strong,  sweet  savor  of  a  holy  life  ; 
His  earnest  faith,  and  love,  and  labors  find 
A  mellow  soil  with  vital  forces  rife  ; 
Where,  onward,  even  to  the  latest  hour, 
They  live  to  work  in  secret,  silent  power ! 
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KEY.  JACOB  B.  KELLER. 

1825—1858!  j 

^[e.  Ket.ler  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Cumberlana 
county,  Pennsylvania,  December  5tli,  1825.  He 
was  the  son  of  George  Keller,  Esq.  In  early  life 
already  lie  was  received  as  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Eeformed  Church  by  the  rite  of  confirmation.* 

After  having  acquired  such  an  education  as  the 
ordinary  school  facilities  of  his  native  place  afforded, 
he  became  a  student  of  Dickinson  College,  and 
graduated  m  1846,  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  then  left  his  home,  with  its 
pleasant  associations,  and  opened  a  school  in  the 
State  of  Maryland ;  but,  not  being  fully  satisfied  with 
his  present  occupation,  and  feeling  himself  strongly 
called  to  the  holy  ministry,  he  abandoned  his 
school,  and  went  to  Mercersburg  and  entered  the 
Theological  Seminary  located  there,  with  a  view  of 
preparing  himself  for  the  duties  of  the  sacred  office. 
He  was  greatly  beloved  and  esteemed  during  his 
student  life,  and  exhibited  more  than  ordinary  tal- 
ents. His  mind  was  clear  and  accurate,  and  his 
piety  sincere,  ardent,  and  unaffected. 

After  completing  his  studies  at  the  seminary, 
he  received   a  call  from   the   Boehm's  charge,  in 


*  Ger.  Re/.  Mess.,  Dec.  15th,  1858. 
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Montgomery  couDtj,  Pennsylvania,  wliicli,  aftei 
due  deliberation,  he  accepted.  He  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  his  charge  sometime  in  the  year  1850, 
after  having  been  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  hy 
the  Zion's  Classis;  and  was  subsequently  ordained 
and  placed  over  his  charge  by  the  Classis  of  Phila- 
delphia.* In  this  charge,  his  first  and  only  one,  he 
remained  about  six  years,  attending  earnestly  and 
faithfully  to  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  a  laborer  in  Christ's 
Church.  His  labors  were  abundant,  earnest,  and 
largely  blessed ;  but  his  work  was  of  short  dura- 
tion. Owing  to  hard  labor  and  frequent  exposure, 
his  health  soon  gave  way,  and  he  was  at  length  ne 
cessitated  to  leave  the  people  of  his  charge.  This 
he  did  with  much  reluctance,  being  forced  to  it, 
and  induced  to  yield  only  by  the  rapid  and  fatal 
decline  of  his  health. 

He  removed  to  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  after  re- 
signing his  pastoral  charge  and  retiring  from  the  act- 
ive duties  of  the  ministry,  and  there  opened  a  place  of 
business.  In  connection  with  this  secular  calling 
or  business,  however,  he  still  manifested  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  welfare  of  the  Church,  and  frequently 
preached  for  his  ministerial  brethren.  For  some 
time,  also,  during  this  period,  he  supplied  the  Sul- 
phur Springs  and  Frankfort  churches,  near  Carlisle, 
where  he  preached  regularly  from  January  to  the 
close  of  May — ^about  five  months. 

As  a  preacher,  Mr.  Keller  stood  high.     His  mind 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1850,  p.  18. 
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was  naturally  sti'ong  and  vigorous,  and  highly  cul- 
tivated. His  views  of  Divine  truth  were  clear  and 
comprehensive,  and  his  manner  of  speaking  easy, 
natural,  and  impressive.  His  sermons  were  inter- 
esting and  instructive.  In  his  private  intercourse 
with  his  brethren,  he  was  pleasant,  open-hearted, 
and  agreeable. 

In  the  year  1850,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Alice,  daughter  of  the  late  Stephen  Keiffer, 
of  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania.  Death,  how- 
ever, soon  broke  in  upon  their  happy  union.  It 
was  exactly  two  years  before  his  own  death  that 
the  dear  partner  of  his  bosom  had  been  separated 
from  him.  One  only  child — a  son — was  left  to 
mourn  the  untimely  death  of  both  parents.  His 
burial  took  place  December  1st,  1858.  His  funeral 
was  largely  attended.  All  the  clergy  of  Carlisle, 
as  also  the  students  of  the  college,  were  present  on 
the  mournful  occasion. 

Mr.  Keller  was  called  away  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  in  the  midst  of  great  prospects  of  usefulness 
Had  his  life  and  health  been  spared  he  would  have 
become  one  of  the  most  prominent  as  well  as  success- 
ful of  our  ministers.  He  furnishes  in  his  early 
death  another  instance  of  the  mysterious  workings 
of  Divine  Providence.  When  there  is  so  much  need 
of  ministers,  it  seems  strange  that  the  young,  the 
talented,  the  active  and  faithful  laborers  should  be 
called  away.  God's  ways  are  not  our  ways ;  and 
what  He  does,  however  mysterious  it  may  appear, 
is  well  done.    Our  hearts,  though  sad  and  oppressed, 
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should  say  witli  the  pious  Job:  "The  Lord  gave, 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away :  blessed  be  the  name  of 
the  Lord." 

"  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way, 
His  wonders  to  perform ; 
He  plants  His  footsteps  in  the  sea, 
And  rides  upon  the  storm." 
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EEY.  JOHN  ACKERET. 

1824—1869. 

Mr.  Ackeret  was  a  native  of  Europe,  tlie  son  of 
John  Ackeret  and  Barbara,  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Vetterlin,  He  was  born  Feb,  22,  182-4, 
in  the  Canton  of  Thurgau,  Switzerland,  and  studied 
in  Cassel — in  his  native  country.  He  subsequently 
came  to  America  and  took  up  his  abode  in  the 
West.  ^ 

He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the 
Columbiana  Glassis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  in  1849.*  During 
the  following  year,  1850,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
office  and  work  of  the  ministry  by  the  same  Classis.f 
About  this  time,  or  soon  afterwards,  he  became 
pastor  of  the  German  Reformed  church  at  Mt. 
Eaton,  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  After  preaching 
here  for  several  years  he  added  another  congrega- 
tion to  his  charge,  making  it  consist  of  two  con- 
gregations ;  and,  in  1855,  two  more  were  added,  thus 
enlarging  his  field  from  time  to  time. 

In  this  charge,  sometimes  comprising  more  and 
sometimes  less  congregations,  he  continued  to  labor 
until  near  the  close  of  his  ministry  and  of  his  life, 
covering  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years.     With 

*Min.  O.  Syn.,  1849,  p,  20, 
tMin.  O.  Syn.,  1850,  p.  25. 
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what  success  his  ministerial  work  was  prosecuted 
we  cannot  say,  beyond  what  the  statistical  tables 
teach  us  concerning  the  matter.  By  the  number 
of  baptisms  and  confirmations  annually  reported, 
we  would  be  led  to  conclude  that  he  labored  faith- 
full}^,  and  that  the  Divine  blessing  accompanied  his 
efforts.  Twenty  years  of  service  in  the  vineyard  | 
of  the  Lord,  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  | 
destitute  of  good  fruits;  and  if  the  seed  sown  is 
accompanied  by  the  prayer  of  faith  from  day  to 
day,  the  results  in  any  case  must  be  of  the  most 
cheering  character. 

Mr.  Ackeret,  laboring  so  long  in  the  same  field, 
and  during  that  time  rendering  satisfaction,  would 
seem  to  furnish  evidence  of  industry  and  close  ap- 
plication to  study,  if  not  of  talent,  and  of  superior 
pulpit  abilities. 

He  died  suddenly  of  typhoid  fever,  at  his  late 
residence,  in  Millersburg,  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
September  13th,  1869,  aged  45  years,  6  months 
and  21  days.  "Blessed  are  they  that- do  His  com- 
mandments, that  they  may  have  right  to  the  tree 
of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates  into 
the  city." 

"  There  fragrant  flowers  immortal  bloom, 
And  joys  supreme  are  giv'n ; 

There  rays  divine  disperse  the  gloom, 

Beyond  the  dark  and  narrow  tomb 
Appears  the  dawn— of  heav'n." 
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EEY.  JOHN  BAUMUNK. 

1824^1857. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  memoir  was  born  Febru-  ' 
ary  15tli,  1824,  in  the  village  of  Keichenbach,  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  Germany.  "He  was  baptized  in  his 
infancy,  received  a  good  common  school  education, 
and  was  confirmed  as  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  his  thirteenth  year.  In  the  same  year, 
1837,  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  country,  and 
settled  in  Washington,  "Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  some  distant  relatives  of  theirs  were 
then  living.""^ 

Subsequently   they   removed  to  a  place  called 

Buffalo,    in    the   same   county.     Here   the   father 

carried  on  the  business  of  a  shoemaker.     John,  being 

the  oldest  of  the  family,  assisted  in  procuring  the 

means  of  subsistence  for   the   younger   children, 

working  with  his  father  on  the  shoemaker's  bench. 

,  Along  with  the  duties  of  his  ordinary  occupation, 

f  he  also  attended,  in  connection  with  his  father,  to  • 

l^  the  duties  of  sexton  in  a  Presbyterian  church,  of ', 

which  the   Eev.  John  Eagleson  was  then  pastor. ' 

y  Under  the  ministry   of  this  earnest  and   faithful  ) 

man,  Mr.  Baumunk  was  deeply  impressed  with  a 

sense  of  his  sins,  and  earnestly  sought  pardon  and 

•  West.  Miss.,  Dec.  2,  1857.— Obituary,  by  the  Be  v.  M.  G.  I.  Stern. 
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peace  in  the  blood  of  Christ.  The  Lord  graciously 
heard  him,  and  assured  him  of  a  saving  interest  in 
the  Eedeemer.  He  at  this  time  expressed  his  own 
feelings  in  the  beautiful  words  of  the  poet : 

"While  blessed  with  a  sense  of  His  love, 

A  palace,  a  toy  would  appear, 
And  prisons  would  palaces  prove, 

If  Jesus  would  dwell  with  me  there." 
Mr.  Baumunk  was  now  about  nineteen  years  of 
age.     "  During  the  following  two  years  he  attended 
regularly   the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.     When  he 
reached  the   age   of  twenty-one,    he   resolved   to 
attend  a  select  school,  and,  if  possible,  prepare  him- 
self for  the  ministry."   His  studies,  however,  appear 
to  have  been  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  work 
injuriously  upon  his  religious  character.     In  this 
state  of  mind,  he  resolved  upon  devoting  himself 
to  the  business  of  teaching  school.     In  1846,  his 
parents    removed    to    Carrollton,  Carroll    county, 
Ohio.     Here,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Eev.  Adam 
Stump,  he  was  deeply  moved,  and  the  seeds  of  the 
Divine  Word  which  lay  in  his  heart  germinated, 
grew,  and  brought  forth  abundant  fruit.     "  With  ' 
new  zeal  he  commenced  to  follow  his  Master,  with  ^ 
new  love  he  confessed  Jesus  Christ  his  Eedeemer,  \ 
and  willingly  did  he  bear  the  cross  of  his  Saviour  I 
for  all  coming   time.     He  now   united   with   the 
German  Eeformed  Church,  and,  after  due  consid- 
eration, commenced  the  study  of  theology  under 
the  care  of  the  Eev.  J.  G.  Zahner." 

He  continued  his  studies  under  his  excellent  and 
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efficient  teacher  for  about  fifteen  months,  preaching 
also  "  occasionally  both  in  the  German  and  English 
languages."  In  the  spring  of  1850,  however,  he 
became  seriously  afflcted,  and  was  prevented  from 
pursuing  his  studies  any  longer.  He  was  not  able 
to  bear  close  confinement  and  severe  application  to 
study.  He  afterwards  suffered  from  an  attack  of 
mental  derangement,  which,  however,  continued 
but  a  short  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1851,  his  parents  removed  to 
Clay  county,  Iowa.  In  accordance  with  their 
wishes  he  accompanied  them,  designing,  however, 
to  remain  but  a  short  time,  and  then  return  again  to 
Ohio  and  complete  his  theological  studies.  Coming 
to  a  place  called  Poland,  he  was  requested  to  re- 
main and  preach  for  the  people  who  were  without 
a  pastor.  "  Finally  he  consented  to  preach  for 
them  until  the  services  of  a  regular  pastor  could  be 
obtained ;  and,  in  accordance  with  this  arrangement, 
he  preached  there  from  the  first  Sabbath  in  May, 
1851,  until  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1852.  During 
this  time  he  studied  diligently,  preached  frequent- 
ly, and  gained  in  knowledge  and  experience."  In 
May,  1852,  the  Miami  Classis  convened  in  a  place 
called  "Seven  Mile,"  in  Butler  county,  Ohio. 
"  Then  and  there  he  was  examined,  Hcensed,  and 
ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry  in  the  German  Ee- 
formed  Church."* 

About  this  time,  he  received  a  call  from  a  so- 
called  Union  church,  "  Samuel's,"  near  Milleville, 

*Min.  O.  Syn.,  1852,  p.  18. 


JOHN    BAUMUxVK.  409 

Ohio;  but  before  taking  charge  of  this  field  of 
labor,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Catharine 
Mary  Kattman,  a  pious  and  estimable  lady,  with 
whom  he  lived  happily  up  to  the  time  of  his  la- 
mented death. 

He  entered  formally  UDoa  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice in  this  new  field,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Au-  , 
gust,  1852.  The  congregation  was  divided  in  sen- 
timent. Discord  reigned  among  the  members,  and 
his  influence  was  greatly  restrained  by  this  un- 
happy state  of  things.  He,  however,  labored  faith- 
fully, preaching  the  Gospel  in  love  and  with  much 
earnestness  ;  and  his  labors  were  not  in  vain.  "  The 
result  of  his  preaching  was  that  the  majority  left 
their  former  organization  and  bailt  a  new  edifice  at 
Milleville,  as  a  German  Refornied  church.  This 
new  organization  consisted  of  a  small  number  of 
worshipers,  but  they  were  united ;  and  prosperity, 
especially  in  an  external  point  of  view,  was  the 
consequence.  He  labored  with  renewed  vigor,  and 
hoped  for  the  best  results ;  but  it  was  otherwise  ap- 
pointed by  the  Lord,  whose  thoughts  are  not  our 
thoughts.  He  was  visited  again  with  his  former 
sickness,  and  those  who  saw  him  entertained  but 
little  hope  of  his  recovery." 

To  this  mysterious  dispensation  of  Providence  he 
cheerfully  submitted,  and  after  his  temporary  re- 
covery, expressed  the  feeling  of  his  warm  heart  in 
the  following  beautiful  language :  "  The  Lord  is  ' 
my  strength  and  song,  and  is  become  my  salvation. 
I  shall  not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works  of  the 
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Lord.  The  Lord  "hath  chastened  me  sore ,  but  He 
hath  not  given  me  over  unto  death.  It  was  the 
Lord's  doing,  and  blessed  be  His  name." 

For  some  time  he  discontinued  the  duties  of  the 
ministry,  being  advised  to  do  so  bj  his  physician. 
But  when  he  thought  his  health  sufficiently  establish- 
ed, he  was  anxious  to  enter  once  more  upon  the  bless- 
'ed  work  of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor.    "In 
1  the  fall  of  1856,  he  received  and  accepted  a  call  from 
I  a  mission  field  in  Seymour,  Jackson  county,  Iowa." 
'  Here  he  labored  with  great  success ;  but  his  pros- 
■  pects  were  soon  blasted.  "    His  former  malady  re- 
turned.     He  was  taken  to  the  Insane  Asylum  at 
Indianapolis,  and,  after  an  illness  of  only  four  days, 
was  delivered  from   all  the  sorrows  of  earth,  and 
transferred  to  the  blessed  inheritance  of  the  saints 
in  light.      He  died  September  16th,  1857,  aged  33 
years,  7  months   and  1  day,  lamented  not  only  by 
his  bereaved   family  and  parents,  but  also  by  the 
people  of  his  charge  and  the  community  generally. 
He   was   buried  in  Poland,  Clay  county,  Iowa. 
The   Eev.  G.  H.  Zumpe   preached   a   funeral   dis- 
course, on  John  xi.  25,  26 :     "  I  am  the  resurrection 
and  the  life :  he  that   believeth   in  me,  though   he 
were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live :     And  whosoever  liv- 
eth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die."  I 
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EEV.  JOHlSr  HOYMAN. 

1811—1867. 

Father  Hoyman,  as  lie  was  familiarly  called, 
was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  Sep- 
tember 28tli,  1811  *  He  was  baptized  in  early  in- 
fancy by  the  Rev.  Henry  Giesy,  and  in  the  seven- 
teenth year  of  his  age  was  received  into  full  com- 
munion with  the  Church  by  the  rite  of  confirmation, 
by  the  Rev.  H.  E.  F.  Yoigt. 

He  was  united  in  holy  wedlock,  in  1832,  to  Miss 
Susanna  Sturtz,  who  shared  with  him  the  cares  and 
responsibilities  of  Hfe  until  his  death,  a  period  of 
thirty -five  years.  He  was  the  father  of  thirteen 
children,  among  whom  is  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Hoyman. 
One  son  preceded  him  to  the  eternal  world,  and 
four  sons  and  eight  daughters,  together  with  his 
faithful  and  sorrow-stricken  companion,  were  left  to 
mourn  his  death. 

In  early  manhood,  already,  Mr.  Hoyman  became 
deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  his  duty  to  devote 
himself  to  the  Gospel  ministry.  He  passed  through 
a  severe  and  protracted  mental  struggle ;  and,  in  a 
brief  sketch,  he  says :  "  On  the  9th  of  June,  1844, 
I  found  peace."     From  this  time  he  began  the  work 

*  This  sketch  is  taken,  with  slight  changes,  from  an  article  in 
tlic  Bef.  Ch.  Mess.,  Sept.  11th,  1867. 
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of  preparation  for  tlae  ministry,  by  tlie  use  of  such 
means  as  were  within  his  reach,  in  a  private  way, 
and  afterwards  under  the  direction  of  the  Kevs. 
Benj.  Knepper  and  WilUam  Lepley.  He  had  at 
this  time  a  wife  and  ten  children  to  support,  and 
possessed  ample  means  for  their  comfort  and  hap- 
piness. But  he  determined  not  to  be  encumbered 
by  earthly  cares,  and  hence  disposed  of  his  exten- 
sive property,  and  removed  to  Berlin,  Somerset 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  pursue  a  course  of  study 
under  the  late  Eev.  William  Conrad.  He  sacrificed 
about  six  thousand  dollars  to  gain  the  end  of  his 
aspirations — to  become  an  ambassador  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

He  was  licensed  by  the  Classis  of  Westmoreland, 
in  1850,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1852,  he  was 
ordained  by  a  committee  appointed  for  this  pui-pose, 
consisting  of  Eevs.  Wm.  Conrad.  C.  F.  Hoftineier  and 
H.  Kuepper.  While  yet  a  student,  althougli  sub- 
ject to  severe  afflictions,  he  preached  as  much  as 
he  could,  and  during  one  year  regularh^  m  the  ex- 
tensive field  of  Brother  Conrad.  After  his  ordina- 
tion, he  devoted  himself  exclusively,  and  with 
great  zeal,  to  his  proper  work,  laboring  both  night 
and  day  in  calling  sinners  to  repentance,  and  in 
providing  for  and  watching  over  his  flocks. 

From  1850  to  1856,  he  labored  in  the  Shade 
charge,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Westmoreland 
Classis.  In  1856,  he  commenced  his  labors  in  the 
Orangeville  charge,  in  Illinois,  and  continued  there 
until   1866,  when  he  received  and  accepted  a  call 
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from  tlie  second  Marion  charge,  in  Marion  county, 
Ohio.  After  laboring  here  but  ten  months,  God 
called  him  from  this  last  field  of  toil  and  cares  to 
the  rest  provided  for  the  faithful  in  heaven. 

The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  his  pas- 
toral memorandum  or  journal :  Number  of  sermons 
preached,  2,763;  baptisms,  447 ;  confirmations,  316; 
funerals,  459 ;  marriages,  60.  He  preached  his  last 
sermons,  on  the  Sunday  preceding  his  prostration, 
from  Luke  xvii.  32  and  2  Cor.  v.  17. 

His  last  illness  was  of  short  duration.  He  was 
taken  with  an  attack  of  bilious  fever,  and  after  suf- 
fering with  it  for  about  two  weeks,  he  fell  asleep 
so  peacefully  and  calmly  that  his  friends  were 
scarcely  aware  of  it.  During  his  prostration, 
neither  he  nor  his  friends  considered  his  hfe  seri- 
ously endangered.  On  the  morning  of  the  day 
preceding  his  death,  his  physician  declared  the  dis- 
ease overcome,  and  everything  promising  a  speedy 
restoration.  During  the  day,  however,  he  became 
worse ;  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  ceased  to 
speak ;  and  at  three  o'clock  on  the  following  morn- 
ing he  passed  away  from  earth  to  his  reward  in 
heaven.  He  died,  surrounded  by  his  weeping  family, 
August  16th,  1867,  aged  55  years,  10  months  and 
19  days. 

The  following  description  of  Father  Hoyman,  as 
a  preacher  and  pastor,  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Eev. 
E.  Shultz.  We  give  it  in  order  to  complete  the 
above  sketch. 

In  his  expositions  of  the  sacred  Word,  he  always 
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endeavored  to  elucidate  his  subjects  plainly,  clearly 
and  intelligibly.*  His  address  was  easy,  and  his 
manner  forcible.  He  possessed  a  powerful  voice, 
which  gave  deep  utterance  to  his  emotions.  He 
would  enter  with  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into  the 
.  subject  of  his  expositions,  so  as  to  produce  won- 
derful impressions  of  saving  truth  in  the  hearts  of 
his  people.  Frequently  we  witnessed  hearers  en-  ^ 
tirely  overcome  by  the  power  of  the  Word  preached, 
and  giving  expression  in  penitence  and  tears,  as 
they  sat  under  the  droppings  of  the  sanctuary. 
His  main  theme  was  "  Christ  and  Him  crucified  " — 
with  tears  admonishing  sinners  to  "flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come." 

As  a  clergyman,  his  sentiments  were  just,  ener- 
getic, and  impressive,  and  his  walk  and  conversa- 
tion characterized  by  a  beautiful  consistency  and 
propriety.  In  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  func- 
tions, he  constantly  relied  upon  Divine  aid,  and 
witnessed  the  excellency  of  the  Gospel. 

As  a  pastor,  he  could  profit  and  interest  the 
families  he  visited.  He  moved  gently  among  his 
people,  was  borne  up  by  their  prayers  and  affec- 
tions, and  spent  his  last  days  in  impressing  on  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  his  people  the  saving  truths 
necessary  for  the  correction  of  vice,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  religion,  and  continued  steadfast  and 
faithful  in  his  Master's  work  to  the  end.  Fidelity 
in  the  cause  of  his  Redeemer,  and  success  in  win- 
ning souls  to  Christ,  seemed  to  be  his  highest  aim 

•Rd".  Ch.  Mess.,  Oct.  23(1, 1  '«7. 


JOHN   HOYMAN.  415 

and  ambition ;  for  lie  always  manifested  a  liolj  zeal 
in  the  eternal  interests  of  his  people,  that  termi- 
nated only  with,  his  death.  Firmness  and  unbending 
integrity  were  his  chief  characteristics,  and  his 
piety  was  at  once  sincere,  rational  and  without 
ostentation. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  the  divinely-appointed 
day  of  rest,  and  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  con- 
course of  sympathizing  friends,  his  remains  were 
deposited  in  their  last  resting-place  on  earth.  This 
solemn  occasion  was  improved  by  two  discourses — 
one  in  the  English  language,  by  the  Eev.  D.  Win- 
ters, on  John  xvii.  4 ;  and  one  in  German,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  Vogt,  on  2  Tim.  iv.  6-8.  The  Rev.  J.  Kester 
was  also  present,  and  participated  in  the  solemni- 
ties. All  seemed  to  feel  that  a  faithful  servant 
and  ambassador  of  Jesus  Christ  had  falleja  at  his 
post,  and  in  Christian  sympathy  mingled  their  tears 
with  those  of  weeping  friends  and  brethren  around 
the  grave. 

"  There  is  an  hour  of  peaceful  rest, 
To  mourning  wanderers  giv'n ; 

There  is  a  tear  for  souls  distressed, 

A  balm  for  every  wounded  breast ; 
'     *Tis  found  alone  in  heav'n." 
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EEV.  FRANCIS  NETCHER. 

1826—1859. 

The  Lord  often  leads  His  servants  in  ways  that 
they  know  not,  and  which  others  around  them  also 
fail  to  understand.  This  fact  was  strikingly  exem- 
plified in  the  case  of  Brother  Netcher.  He  had 
but  just  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  the  min- 
istry, after  a  long  and  tedious  course  of  study, 
when  he  was  unexpectedly  cut  down  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  great  usefulness.  But 
the  lives  of  good  men  are  not  to  be  measured  by 
the  number  of  days  or  years  of  which  they  are 
made  up.  They  require  a  different  standard  prop- 
erly to  estimate  their  importance.  Sincere  piety 
and  devotion  are,  in  God's  kingdom,  of  more  ac- 
count than  length  of  days. 

Francis  Netcher  was  born  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1826,  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse-Darmstadt,  in 
the  province  of  Starkenburg,  Germany.*  He  was 
received  into  Christ's  kingdom  as  an  infant  mem- 
ber by  baptism,  and  in  maturer  years  into  full  com- 
munion with  the  Lutheran  Church  by  confirma- 
tion. At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  America,  who  settled  near  Buffalo, 

*  For  the  substance  of  this  sketch,  see  Oer.  Ref.  Mess.,  May  11th, 
1659. 
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in  the  State  of  New  York.  Whilst  in  Germany, 
as  well  as  in  this  country,  he  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  a  pious  iire-side  training.  In  his  early 
years  already  he  cherished  a  desire  of  becoming  an 
ambassador  of  Christ.  After  he  had  entered  into 
full  communion  with  the  Church,  he  was  directed 
by  his  pastor  to  Mercersburg,  with  a  viev»^  of  en- 
tering upon  a  course  of  study  preparatory  to  the 
holy  ministry.  Whilst  there  he  connected  himself 
with  the  German  Reformed  Church.  He  remained 
at  Mercersburg  until  the  removal  of  Marshall  Col- 
lege to  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  where,  in  1854, 
he  graduated.  He  afterwards  returned  again  to 
Mercersburg  and  entered  the  Theological  Seminary. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Mercersburg  Classis, 
held  at  Chambersburg,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1856, 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.^  Shortly 
afterwards  he  was  dismissed  to  Zion's  Classis,  from 
within  whose  bounds  he  had  received  a  call.  Here 
he  was  ordained  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the  Ben- 
der's charge,  in  Adams  county.  On  the  18th  of 
December  of  the  same  year,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Catharine  E.  McCune,  of  Mercersburg, 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Creigh,  D.  D. 

In  the  spring  of  1858,  he  received  a  call  from  the 
Redbank  charge,  in  Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania, 
to  become  their  pastor  ;  which  he  accepted,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  labors  on  the  23d  of  May.  Owing 
to  different  arrangements  which  were  in  contem- 
plation by  Classis,  in  reference  to  the  Redbank  and 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1856,  p.  20. 
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surrounding  cliarges,  he  was  not  immediately  in- 
stalled. 

These  arrangements,  however,  were  completed  at 
the  adjourned  meeting  of  Clarion  Classis,  held  on  the 
16th  of  March  in  Eeimersburg ;  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  install  him.  Friday,  the  29th  of 
April,  was  set  apart  for  these  solemn  services,  but 
the  Lord,  in  His  wise  Providence,  ordered  it  other- 
wise. Instead  of  attending  his  installation,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  attended  his  funeral. 

Inasmuch  as  Bro.  Netcher  did  not  keep  a  record 
of  his  ministerial  acts,  we  are  unable  to  report  his 
statistics  in  full.  Whilst  in  the  Redbank  charge, 
he  instructed  and  received  into  full  comm  anion 
with  the  Church  about  sixty  persons  by  the  rite 
of  confirmation.  Two  classes,  numbering  about 
twenty  each,  were  to  have  been  confirmed  in  a  few 
weeks.  From  this  it  will  appear  that  his  labors 
were  acceptable  to  his  people,  and  crowned,  also, 
with  much  success.  He  was  not  what  the  world 
would  call  an  "  eloquent  preacher ;"  but  he  was  what 
is  far  better,  a  good  man  and  a  faithful  pastor.  He 
was  a  "  workman  that  needed  not  to  be  ashamed." 
There  was  no  desire  or  effort  at  display.  He  was 
an  humble,  unpretending,  and  sincere  Christian. 
His  great  aim,  both  in  his  public  and  private  life, 
was  to  glorify  God.  In  his  preaching  and  in  his 
lectures,  he  aimed  at  simplicity — to  bring  his  dis- 
course within  the  comprehension  of  his  hearers. 
In  the  exercise  of  discipline,  he  was  mild,  yet  firm. 
His  flock  feels  most  sensibly  the  loss  they  have  sus- 
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laiiied;  but  most  of  all,  is  this  loss  felt  bj  his  be- 
reaved widow. 

Mr.  Netclier  died  in  Millville,  Clarion  county, 
Pennsylvania,  April  18tli,  1859,  aged  33  years  and 
1  day.  He  retained  liis  consciousness  to  the  last, 
speaking  calmly,  and  being  perfectly  composed.  He 
fell  asleep  gently  to  awake  no  more  on  earth.  His 
funeral  took  place  on  Monday,  the  18th  of  April. 
It  was  largely  attended.  An  English  discourse  was 
preached  by  the  Eev.  J.  G.  Shoemaker,  on  Psa.xc.3, 
and  one  in  German,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Young,  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  burial  service  was  attended 
to  by  the  Rev.  Lucian  Cort,  who  also  delivered  a 
short  address  relative  to  the  hfe  and  character  of 
the  deceased. 

To  this  interesting  sketch  of  the  life  and  labors 
of  this  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord,  we  would  only 
add  that  the  good  character  which  is  here  ascribed 
to  him,  Mr.  Netcher  fully  sustained,  also,  in  his  early 
life.  He  enjoyed  the  universal  esteem  of  all  the  stu- 
dents in  the  College  and  the  Seminary.  Long  and 
affectionately  will  he  be  remembered  by  those -who 
knew  him,  as  a  poor  student,  manfully  and  piously 
struggling  to  prepare  himself  to  preach  among  his 
fellow-men  "  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 
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KEY.  CHEISTIAN  C.  EUSSELL,  A.  M. 

1827—1871. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch*  was  born  in  the  vicinity 
of  Leitersburg,  Washington  county,  Maryland,  Oc- 
tober 7th,  1827.  He  was  the  third  son  in  a  family 
of  six  children.  His  parents  were  Christian  Eus- 
sell  and  his  wife,  Catharine  Besore.  While  yet  in 
tender  years,  the  family,  by  a  reverse  of  fortune,  was 
removed  from  the  old  home,  on  the  beautiful  banks 
of  the  Antietam,  to  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania. 
Here  the  mother  was  soon  left,  by  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, alone  and  in  straitened  circumstances,  to  rear 
her  young  and  helpless  children,  and  train  them 
as  her  maternal  heart  could  best  devise ;  and  the 
difficult  task,  with  God's  blessing,  was  faithfully 
performed. 

Childhood  and  youth,  at  a  quiet  country  home, 
surrounded  by  the  genial  influences  of  rural  life, 
are  favored  with  many  solid  advantages.  These  fell 
to  our  brother's  lot ;  and,  in  connection  with  ma- 
ternal care  and  solicitude,  and  faithful  Christian  nur- 
ture, produced  their  legitimate  effects.  The  salu- 
tary pledges  of  his  baptism  were  fully  realized,  so 
that  his  early  life  developed  steadily,  in  the  king- 

*  Condensed,  with  some  changes,  from  an  obituary  by  Rev.  G. 
B.  RusseU,  in  Re/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Nov.  21)th,  1871. 
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dom  of  grace,  to  full  Christian  discipleship.  He 
was,  at  a  proper  age,  duly  instructed  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  confirmed  in  the 
Salem  church,  belonging  to  the  Waynesboro'  charge, 
of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bomberger  was  then  pastor. 
Subsequently  he  was  apprenticed  to  his  brother-in- 
law  and  life-long  friend,  Mr.  Lewis  Deatrich,  in 
i  Waynesboro',  Pennsylvania,  with  whom  he  learned 
'  the  saddler  trade.  He  was  regarded  as  a  first-class 
workman,  in  neatness  of  style,  as  well  as  in  the  sub- 
stantial finish  of  his  work. 

Soon  after  reaching  his  majority,  he  turned  his 
attention  to  study,  with  a  view  of  preparing  for 
the  holy  ministry.  With  scanty  means  he  entered 
upon  the  work,  and  resolved  never  to  accept  of  any 
beneficiary  aid.  With  an  encouraging  example  be- 
fore him  of  what  one's  own  meager  means  and  self- 
help  may  do,  with  limited  aid  from  his  mother,  sis- 
ters, and  brothers,  he  entered  upon  a  course  of  study 
at  Mercersburg.  After  one  year's  preparatory  course, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Freshman  class  in  Marshall 
College. 

Along  with  a  large  class,  he  graduated  in  fair 
standing  above  the  average  grade,  at  the  first  com- 
mencement of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  in  1853, 
at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania.  In  the  literary  society 
with  which  he  stood  connected,  and  among  the  stu- 
dents generally,  he  was  distinguished  by  his  correct 
and  amiable  deportment.  He  was  regarded  as  too 
humble  to  know  his  own  powers,  and  too  diffident 
to  test  them,  except  under  the   strongest  sense  of 
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duty.  Genial,  jovial,  gentlemanly,  modest  to  a 
fault,  and  always  Christian  in  principle,  he  was, 
with  those  who  best  knew  him,  a  general  favorite. 
I  From  Lancaster,  he  went  to  take  charge  of  a  pri- 
I  vate  school  in  the  valley  of  Virginia,  where  he  re- 
mained for  a  year  and  a  half,  to  replenish  his  more 
than  exhausted  purse,  and  enable  him  to  enter  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Mercer sburg,  and  com- 
plete his  theological  course.  In  due  time  he  came 
forth  from  this  institution,  a  regular  candidate  for 
licensure  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God 
to  perishing  sinners.  He  creditably  passed  his  ex- 
amination before  the  Mercer  sburg  Classis,  at  its  an- 
nual meeting,  held  in  Shippensburg,  in  May,  1856, 
and  was  regularly  licensed,  and  subsequently  or- 
dained to  the  holy  ministry. 

Columbia,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  his 
first  field  of  labor.  This  he  found  in  a  broken-down 
condition,  and  under  the  pressure  of  a  heavy  debt, 
which  he  labored  hard  and  faithfully  to  reduce,  col- 
lecting money  in  small  amounts,  while  walking 
from  house  to  house,  in  some  of  the  charges  of 
East  Pennsylvania.  He  remained  in  this  charge 
only  a  short  time. 

In  "Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  he  soon 
found  a  wider  field  of  usefulness.  Entering,  as  Eng- 
lish assistant  of  the  venerable  Father  Yoigt,  his  first 
care  was  to  see  that  the  old  pastor's  salary,  at  best 
too  small,  was  increased  and  fully  paid.  To  this 
end  he  assumed,  partly,  at  least,  the  work  of  the 
deacons,   leaving   the   matter  of  his  own  salary  to 


CHRISTIAN   C.    RUSSELL.  423 

mere  chance.      His   relations   to   his  amiable  and 
aged  colleague,  and,  indeed,  to   all   his  ministerial 
brethren,  were   always   of  the   most   pleasant  and 
harmonious  kind.     We  have  heard  this  aged  father  . 
repeatedly  speak   of  him  as    "  unser  lieber  Amts-  ^ 
bruder."  * 

The  charge  embraced  a  large  scope  of  country,  \ 
and  had  some  eight  or  nine  preaching  points.  To 
fill  the  English  appointments  in  that  part  served 
by  our  brother,  required  a  horseback  ride  of  some 
forty  miles.  The  charge  soon  revived,  grew  stronger, 
and  was  divided  and  subdivided  a  number  of  times. 
Each  time  his  humble  and  submissive  spirit  allow- 
ed himself  to  be  assigned  to  the  weaker  or  more 
uninviting  part  of  the  large  field  he  had  helped  to 
make  fruitful.  He  labored  with  much  acceptance 
and  success.  We  were  present  at  one  communion, 
when  he  confirmed  some  thirty-five  or  forty  per- 
sons— among  them  he  baptized  an  aged  penitent  of 
about  seventy  years.  During  some  years  of  these 
excessive  labors,  his  annual  salary  ranged  from 
$325  to  $350.  Its  highest  figure  towards  the  last 
was  somewhat  better.  During  one  of  his  winter 
rides  across  the  mountains,  he  was  violently  thrown 
from  his  frightened  horse  down  a  precipice,  and, 
falhng  upon  the  rocks,  had  several  of  his  ribs 
broken.  While  lying  in  this  helpless  condition  in 
the  snow,  his  horse  came  back  to  look  at  his  mas- 
ter. He  finally  crawled  to  him,  and  mounting  a 
rock,  got  upon  his  back,  and  so  rode  to  the  nearest 
place  for  relief. 
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He  labored   most   faithfully   among   the   lowly 
poor,  and  was  often  welcomed  in  times  of  sickness, 
or  other  distress,  among  his  humble  parishioners. 
To  them,  whom  he  thus  faithfully  served,  his  mem- 
ory will,  no  doubt,  be  ever  dear.     When  there  was 
no  such  spur  as  a  special  call,  his  retiring  habit  of] 
life  kept  him  shut  out  from  public  view.     The  '; 
brethren  of  the  Glassis  could,  however,   trust  him  ■ 
with  the  hardest  and  humblest  of  their  work.     He  | 
would  quietly  take  such  place  as  was  assigned  him. 
His  was  a  spirit  to  bear,  to  endure,  to  suffer,  and 
patiently  wait,  rather  than  to  project  plans  and  as- 
sign their  execution  to  others.     He  was  a  useful 
man,  and  could  be  made  to  fit  into  almost  any  place 
where  a  hard  worker  was  needed. 

At  the  meetings  of  Glassis  or  Synod,  he  was  gen- 
erally punctual  in  attendance,  but  seldom  took  part 
in  the  transaction  of  business.  He  never  indulged 
in  set  speeches,  though  he  possessed  the  elements 
of  fine  oratorical  powers,  which,  in  the  hands  of 
some  others,  less  timid,  or  less  modest  than  him- 
self, might  have  made  themselves  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged. It  required  intimate  acquaintance  with 
him,  to  discover  the  real  value  of  his  good  judg- 
ment, keen  discrimination,  and  introverted  thought. 
He  seemed,  when  not  at  work,  to  dv/ell  more  in  ; 
dreamland,  than  to  talk  of  the  busy  world.  We  j 
have  heard  him  say,  that  the  most  cheerful,  out- 
wardly, are  often  the  most  sad  and  lonely.  But 
his  communion  with  the  spiritual  world  was  most 
intimate  and  real.     He  was  never  married,  but  lived 
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a  single  life  of  rigid  self  denial,  and  self  conse- 
cration to  tlie  cause  of  the  Lord. 

TKe  "Westmoreland  Classis,  within  whose  bounds 
the  greater  part  of  his  ministerial  life  and  activity 
was  spent,  at  its  meeting  in  1871,  when  asked  for 
a  dismission  to  connect  with  the  Philadelphia  Clas- 
sis, placed  on  record  the  following  well-deserved 
compHmentary  minute :  '■ 

"  The  Rev.  C.  C.  Russell,  a  worthy  and  esteemed 
brother,  was  dismissed  to  Philadelphia  Classis.  For 
about  fifteen  years  he  toiled  and  labored  faithfully 
and  successfully  in  this  Classis.  He  bore  manfully 
the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  helped  to  make 
this  Classis  what  she  is.  In  behalf  of  her  educa- 
tional interests  and  missionary  operations,  he  trav- 
ersed her  entire  length  and  breadth,  and  endured, 
without  a  single  murmur  or  complaint,  like  a  good 
soldier,  the  hardest  labors  of  the  Church.  Often 
had  he  to  contend  with  almost  impassable  snows, 
and  to  breast  the  piercing  winds  of  the  dreary 
Chestnut  Ridge,  which  divided  his  charge.  We 
will  miss  his  earnest  counsels  and  advice.  Not 
only  his  work,  but  the  earnest  prayers  of  Classis 
follow  him  to  his  new  field  of  labor." 

About  a  year  before  his  death  he  visited  Kent 
county,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  where  a  vigor- 
ous and  deserving  mission  had  been  established, 
and  where  he  commenced  to  labor  regularly.  He 
thus  became,  historically,  the  first  Reformed  min- 
ister regularly  settled  in  that  State.  Soon  falling 
in  love  with  the  work  and  people  there,  after  some 
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montlis  of  almost  gratuitious  service,  he  was  com- 
missioned by  the  General  Synod's  Board  to  servo 
them  as  missionary.  In  the  short  time  of  his  min- 
isterial labors  among  the  people  of  this  charge,  they 
learned  to  love  and  esteem  him  very  highly  for  his  • 
work's  sake  ;  forasmuch  as  his  labors  had  not  been  | 
in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

The  officers  of  the  congregation,  in  the  latter 
part  of  October,  1871,  granted  him  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  a  few  weeks,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Pittsburg  Synod,  and  visit  his  friends,  among  whom 
he  had  spent  but  little  time  during  the  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  of  his  active  ministry.  On  his 
way  out  he  tarried  with  us  for  a  night.  We  re- 
marked then  upon  his  apparently  good  health  and 
cheerful  spirit.  After  the  close  of  the  Synod's 
meeting,  he  stopped  a  few  days  on  his  return,  at 
Latrobe,  which  had  been  his  home,  principally,  dur- 
ing his  toils  in  Westmoreland  county.  From  thence 
he  came  East  to  spend  a  week  with  his  mother  and 
friends  at  Waynesboro',  in  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Early  on  Thursday  morning,  November  9th, 
though  quite  unwell,  he  left  home  for  his  field  of 
labor  in  Delaware.  During  the  day  his  sickness 
increased,  and  by  the  time  he  reached  his  brother's 
house,  in  Philadelphia,  that  evening,  he  announced 
himself  as  a  "very  sick  man."  Simple  remedies 
were  applied,  on  the  advice  of  a  physician  who  was 
spending  the  evening  in  the  family.  No  relief 
came,  and  the  patient  continued  growing  worse  until 
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Saturday,  wlien  the  physician  pronounced  the  symp- 
toms threatening  an  attack  of  the  prevailing  epi- 
demic— small-pox.     Everything  was  done  to  arrest 
the  dread  disease,  but  all  to  no  purpose  ;  and,  in 
spite  of  early  vaccination,  the  disease,  in  a  malig- 
nant form,  soon  made  its  appearance.     He  lingered  l 
on,  patiently  bearing  the  sufierings  allotted  to  him,  i 
until  Friday  morning,  November  17th,  1871,  aboat  i 
8  o'clock,  when  his  earthly  career,  with  all  its  dread  [ 
sorrows,  ended  in  the  sweet  and  blessed  calm  of 
the  heavenly  inheritance,  at  the  age  of  44  years, 
1  month,  and  10  days. 

His  sufferings,  pains  and  languishings  were  now 
over.  His  work  on  earth  was  done.  The  faithful 
laborer  was  called  home  to  receive  his  eternal  re- 
ward. In  the  full  meridian  of  manhood,  he  was 
relieved  from  toils,  and  sorrows,  and  tears.  The 
blissful  repose,  which  God  gives,  settled  on  his 
countenance.  He  died  as  the  good  and  faithful 
die — in  the  Lord.  Blessed  indeed  are  such — the 
pious  dead ! 

Speedy  arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  his 
funeral.  In  our  parlor,  with  but  three  mourners, 
were  held  the  solemn  services  appointed  by  the  ^ 
Church  ;  and,  subsequently,  we  offered  a  prayer  at 
the  grave,  in  Glenwood  Cemetery,  where  his  body 
was  laid  to  rest  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed  resur- 1 
rection.  f 
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KEY.  GUSTAYUS  W.  M.  SCHULZE. 

1824—1863. 

i  Mr.  Schulze  was  a  foreigner  bj  birth,  a  native 
of  Breslau,  in  Silesia,  kingdom  of  Prussia,  where 
lie  was  born,  September  31st,  1824.  He  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  the  year  1847  or  '48.  Feeling 
himself  called  to  the  holy  ministry,  he  entered  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  and,  after  completing  his  course  of  study,  he 
was  licensed  by  the  Classis  of  Maryland,  in  the 
spring  of  1858  ;  and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry 
on  the  18th  day  of  August,  of  the  same  year,*  and 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  Beaver  Dam,  or  Adamsburg 
charge,  in  Snyder  county,  Pennsylvania,  during  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  held  in 
that  place.  In  this  field,  consisting  of  six  congrega- 
tions, he  continued  to  labor  with  acceptance  and  en- 
coaraging  success  for  about  four  years,  up  to  the 
spring  of  1862,  when,  having  received  and  accepted 
a  call  from  Newville,  Adams  county,  Indiana,  he  re- 
moved with  his  little  family  to  that  place,  in  the  latter 
part  of  April.  His  hopes  of  usefulness  in  the  great 
West,  however,  were  suddenly  blasted,  and  his  min- 
istry sadly  terminated.  In  the  prime  of  life,  and 
with  good  prospects  before  him,  he   met  with  a 

Syn.  Min.,  1858,  p.  33. 
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fatal  accident,  whicli  put  an  end  to  liis  life  and 
labors  on  eartli. 

The  circumstances  attending  liis  deatli  are  as 
j  follows:  On  Sunday,  July  26tL,  1863,  lie  held  the 
I  holy  communion  in  his  church  at  Newville,  being 
assisted  by  a  ministerial  brother,  Rev.  C.  Jackel, 
living  about  twenty  miles  distant.  On  Monday 
following  he  took  him  to  his  home,  remaining  with 
him  that  night.  On  Tuesday  morning  he  started 
for  his  own  home  ;  and,  having  gone  but  three  or  four 
miles,  his  horse  took  fright  and  ran  away.  He  was 
thrown  out  of  his  buggy  and  fatally  injured.  He 
lay  on  the  public  highway  in  a  state  of  unconscious- 
ness for  about  two  hours,  when  he  recovered  suffi- 
ciently to  walk  to  the  next  house,  on  his  way  home, 
about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  place  where  the 
accident  occurred.  Here  he  was  kindly  received, 
and  every  attention  paid  him.  Rev.  Mr.  Jackel, 
his  friend,  was  sent  for,  and  medical  aid  procured. 
On  the  following  day,  his  wife,  accompanied  by 
several  physicians,  came  to  the  place  where  he  lay ; 
but  his  case  was  hopeless.  Still  he  recognized  his 
sorrowing  companion,  and  their  only  child  in  her 
arms.  By  the  advice  of  his  physicians  he  was  re- 
moved to  his  home  in  Newville.  Here  he  lingered 
in  a  kind  of  unconscious  state,  and  speechless,  until 
Friday  evening,  July  31st,  1863,  when  he  quietly 
passed  away  to  rest  forever  with  the  Lord,  aged 
38  years  and  10  months. 

Appropriate  religious  services  were  held  in  N'ew- 
ville,  on  the  following  Sunday,  by  several  of  his 
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ministerial  brethren ;  and,  in  the  niglit  of  the  same 
day,  his  disconsolate  widow  and  only  child,  accom- 
panied by  one  of  the  deacons,  left  Newville  with 
his  remains  for  his  late  residence  in  Adamsburg:, 
Snyder  county,  Pennsylvania,  arriving  there  late  ; 
on  Wednesday  evening,  sad  and  weary.  ' 

His  remains  were  buried  in  the  grave-yard  at- ' 
tached  to  St.  John's  church.     The  occasion  was  a  i 
sad  one.      Rev.  A.   B.   Casper   preached   on   the 
words:  "These  all  died  in  faith,"  Heb.  xi.  13 ;  and 
Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  on  the  words:  "  Where  I  am, 
there  shall  also  my  servant  be,"  John  xii.  26.* 

*Gcr.  ReJ.  Mess.,  Aug.  19th,  1863.  ' 


ADAM   0.   KENDia.  431 


REY.  ADAM  C.  KENDIG. 

1828—1864. 

Mr.  Kendig  was  a  native  of  Conestoga  Centre, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  having  been  born 
in  that  place  on  the  8th  day  of  January,  1828.  His 
parents  were  Adam  and  Annie  Kendig. 

In  1845,  after  having  been  previously  instructed 
in  the  doctrines  and  practices  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  he  was  received  as  a  member  of  the  same, 
being  confirmed  by  the  late  lamented  Rev.  Peter 
Sweigert,  then  pastor  of  the  Millersville  charge. 

Subsequently,  he  felt  himself  called  to  the 
holy  ministry,  and  accordingly  went  to  Mercers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  and  entered  Marshall  College 
as  a  student.  He  graduated  in  1856.*  After  com- 
pleting his  theological  course,  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  ordained,  in  1858,  by  the 
Miami  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio.  In  the  same  year 
he  succeeded  the  Rev.  L.  Rike,  as  pastor  of  the 
West  Alexandria  charge,  and  continued  to  labor  in 
this  field  earnestly  and  with  much  acceptance  up 
to  the  year  1861,  when  his  health  failed  him,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  suspend  preaching,  and  every 
other  form  of  ministerial  labor,  for  several  years. 

Being  now  without  any  pastoral  charge,  he  re- 

•  0«r.  Re/.  Mess.,  Feb.  3d,  1864. 
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turned  to  the  East,  and  spent  some  time  with,  his 
friends  in  his  native  place.  In  1863,  having  to 
some  extent  recovered  his  health,  he  went  back 
again  to  the  West,  and  became  pastor  of  the  Basil 
charge,  composed  of  two  congregations.  Here  he 
remained  about  one  year,  serving  faithfully  his  Di- 
vine Lord  and  Master,  when  it  pleased  God,  in  His 
inscrutable  wisdom,  to  call  him  to  his  reward.  He 
died  in  the  Lord,  at  Basil,  Ohio,  January  16th,  i 
1864,  aged  36  years  and  eight  days. 

Brother  Kendig  was  a  young  man  of  respect- 
able talents,  excellent  Christian  character,  and 
of  much  practical  tact.  He  was  for  these  rea- 
sons well  fitted  for  the  office  and  work  of  the 
ministry.  His  heart,  full  of  love  to  God,  was 
set  on  doing  good  and  winning  souls  for  Christ. 
This  glorious  end  and  aim  of  the  ministerial  call- 
ing he  always  kept  steadily  in  view.  Hence  his 
preaching  was  of  a  plain,  practical,  and  impressive 
character.  It  was,  comparatively  speaking,  but  a 
short  time  that  this  excellent  young  brother  was 
permitted  to  labor  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord; 
but  that  short  time  was  well  and  usefully  spent, 
and  his  reward  in  heaven  is  that  of  the  faithful 
servant.  "  Where  1  am,  there  shall  also  my  servant 
be." 
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EEY.  EMANUEL  C.  BOEHEINGER. 

1823—1864. 

Mr.  Boehringer  was  a  European  by  birtli  and 
education,  a  native  of  Buergach,  in  Wirtemberg, 
Germany,  having  been  born  in  that  place  May 
29th,  1823.  Uis  parents  were  Emanuel  and  Maria 
Boehringer.  He  received  a  good  education,  having 
been  designed  for  the  responsible  profession  of 
a  school-teacher,  which,  in  the  old  country,  is  re- 
garded as  both  honorable  and  useful ;  and,  there- 
fore, needing  special  preparation,  both  mental  and 
moral,  in  the  case  of  those  who  wish  to  enter  it. 
Whether  he  ever  pursued  his  profession  in  the 
fatherland,  we  are  not  able  to  say — probably  not, 
or  at  least  not  for  any  length  of  time,  as  he  came 
to  this  country  about  the  year  1858,  a  young  man, 
comparatively  speaking.  Finding  the  condition  of 
things  in  this  country  entirely  different  from  those 
in  Germany,  and  being  thus  practically  prevented 
from  following  the  profession  of 'a  teacher,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  that  which,  in  his  view,  ap- 1 
proximated  most  closely  the  calling  to  which  he' 
had  previously  devoted  himself,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  private  study  preparatory  to  the  holy 
ministry.  After  pursuing  his  studies  for  several 
years,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the 

Philadelphia  Classis,  in  1859.    He  applied  to  Synod 
28 
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wliicli  met  at  Harrisburg,  Peansjlvania,  in  October 
of  tbe  same  year,  for  ordination,  wbich  request  was 
granted.* 

He  was  solemnly  set  apart  to  the  office  and  work 
of  tbe  boly  ministry  during  the  sessions  of  Synod, 
by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  in  view 
of  an  appointment,  by  the  Board  of  Missions, 
to  labor  as  German  Missionary  in  Norfolk  and 
Richmond,  Virginia.  He  remained  in  this  field 
for  several  years,  laboring  faithfully,  and,  at  first, 
with  encouraging  success ;  but  afterwards,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  civil  war,  under  many  discourage- 
ments and  severe  trials.  All  communication  be- 
tween the  North  and  South  being  cut  off,  there  was 
nothing  heard  from  him  for  a  long  time ;  nor  could 
any  assistance  be  extended  to  him.  He  was  thus 
left  to  shift  for  himself  the  best  way  he  could. 
The  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions  appreciated 
his  unhappy  condition,  and  expressed  their  deep 
sympathy  and  concern  in  his  behalf.  In  their  re- 
port of  1861,t  they  say :  "  The  Rev.  E.  C.  Boehringer 
has  been  laboring  in  this  city — Norfolk — for  the 
past  two  years.  This  is  the  only  German  congre- 
gation in  Norfolk.  It  was  commenced  under  very 
favorable  auspices.  A  lot  for  a  church  had  been 
purchased.  Afterwards  the  congregation  bought, 
at  public  sale,  the  South  Gate  Seminary,  and  had 
it  fitted  up  as  a  place  of  worship.  It  was  dedicated 
about  New   Year.     Last    spring    the    missionary 


*Svn.  Min.  1859,  pp.  27,  28,  29. 

tSyn.  Min.,  1861,  p.  47;  ana  1-ii.  pp.  28-29. 
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visited  the  city  of  Kiclimond,  where  he  organized 
a  congregation  of  fifty  members.  The  reports 
reached  us  to  June  4th.  These  were  in  a  high 
degree  encouraging.  Since  then  all  communication 
has  ceased.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  worthy  brother 
is  greatly  in  want  of  assistance,  having  received  no 
aid  since  April."  The  following  year  the  Board 
say :  "  In  consequence  of  the  existing  national  dis- 
turbances, our  intercourse  with  this  mission  has 
been  interrupted  and  unsatisfactory.  The  Eev.  E.  C. 
Boehringer,  the  missionary,  is,  however,  still  in 
Norfolk,  apparently  endeavoring  to  prosecute  his 
work  as  well  as  possible,  under  the  circumstances. 
Being  uncertain  of  the  destination  which  any  re- 
mittances of  money,  in  that  direction,  might  reach, 
the  appropriation  of  Mr.  Boehringer,  for  the  year, 
has  not  been  fully  paid.  In  October,  1861,  he  was 
induced  to  move  to  Richmond ;  but  he  still  con- 
tinued to  spend  one  week  monthly  in  Norfolk. 
In  April  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Classis  of 
North  Carolina,  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  near  Salis- 
bury, and  was  fraternally  received." 

After  returning  to  the  North,  he  settled  in  Phila- 
delphia, where,  in  1863,  he  made  a  beginning  in 
the  founding  of  the  Orphans'  Home,  over  which 
lie  presided  to  the  time  of  his  lamented  death. 
This  enterprise  was  undertaken  by  him  in  connec- 
tion with  a  few  friends  of  the  needy  and  desolate 
^  ones,  and  in  reliance  upon  Him  who  is  emphatically 
the  friend  and  "  Father  of  the  fatherless."  A  single 
orphan  was  at  first  received  into  his  own  private 
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family;  then  others,  until  the  place  became  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  growing  family,  when  a 
property  was  purchased  at  Bridesburg,  Philadel- 
phia, whither  the  little  ones  were  removed  only  a 
few  months  before  his  death.  The  place  was  for- 
mally consecrated  as  the  "  Orphans'  Home  of  the 
Shepherd  of  Lambs."  The  Eev.  Dr.  John  S.  Kess- 
ler,  of  Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  delivered  a  suitable 
address,  and  the  Eev.  E.  C.  Boehringer  assumed  the 
care  and  supervision  of  the  institution. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1864,  his  wife,  Chris- 
tiana, whose  maiden  name  was  Blank,  died  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly  at  their  new  home  in 
Bridesbarg,  aged  32  years,  9  months,  and  3  days. 
With  a  broken  heart,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  desolate 
home,  the  widowed  husband  prepared  the  follow- 
ing touching  obituary : 

"  In  the  death  of  Mrs.  Boehringer  six  children, 
of  which  the  least  is  but  four  weeks  old,  have  be- 
come motherless,  and  fifty  orphan  children  have 
been  bereaved  of  their  kind  matron.  The  loss  in 
the  family  circle,  as  well  as  in  the  Orphans'  Home, 
is  great.  The  Lord  hath  imposed  a  heavy  burden, 
but  He  will  also  help  us  to  bear  it,  according  to 
His  Word.  Mrs.  Boehringer  accompanied  her  hus- 
band, as  the  wife  of  a  missionary,  in  1860,  to  his 
field  of  labor  in  Norfolk  and  Richmond,  Ya.,  where 
she  endured  the  hardships  incident  to  war,  until,  in 
the  fall  of  1862,  the  family  removed  to  Philadel- 
phia     Afterwards,  when  her  husband  engaged  in 
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the  founding  of  an  orphans'  home,  she  faithfullj  as- 
sisted him  in  his  work. 

"  The  day  of  her  death  was  the  first  anniversary  of 
the  Orphans'   Home,  since,  on  the  21st  of  Septem-  1 
ber,  1863,  the   first  child  was   received.     In   the 
course  of  a  year  she  bestowed  much  labor  and  ex- ' 
ercised  mucli    care,    and   showed  much  persever- 1 
ance,  in  fostering  the  institution,  not  even  hesitat-  1 
ing  to  do  the  most  menial  services  for  the  orphans. 
*     *     *     ■*      She  now  rests  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
German  Reformed  church  at  Bridesburg,  Philadel- 
phia, awaiting    the   glorious  resurrection   of  the 
last  day,  at  the  appearing  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ."* 

The  above  notice  of  Mrs,  Boehringer  appeared 
originally  in  the  "  Laemmer-Hirte,"  a  small  Sunday- 
school  paper  published  at  the  Home  by  the  superin- 
tendent. In  a  subsequent  number  of  the  same 
paper,  his  successor  in  office,  the  Rev.  John  Ganten- 
bein,  writes : 

"Rev.  Emanuel  Christian  Boehringer,  the  foun- 
der and  principal  of  the  first  Orphans'  Home  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  this  country,  and  edi- 
tor of  the  "  Lasmmer-Hirte,"  died  of  typhoid  fever  on 
the  25th  of  October,  1864,  five  weeks  after  the 
death  .of  his  wife,  aged  41  years,  4  months,  and 
26  days.  His  earthly  remains  were  interred,  amidst 
appropriate  solemnities,  by  the  side  of  those  of  his 
wife.     *     *     *     The  death  of  this  brother  is  a 

•  Gcr.  Be/,  Mess.,  Nov.  16th,  1864, 
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heavy  stroke  upon  the  Orphans'  Home,  which  is 
yet  in  its  first  struggles  for  existence."* 

Bro.  Boehringer  was  a  man  of  good  natural  gifts ; 
of  respectable  intellectual  culture  ;    of  a  mild  and  ; 
gentle  disposition  ;    meek  and  unpretending,   and 
given   to  meditation  and  silent  communings  with  j 
God.     "  He  had  not  the  aggressive  spirit  and  stir-  | 
ring  energy  needed  to  arouse  public  sympathy  in  , 
favor  of  the  cause  so  dear  to  his  heart.  That  part  of 
his  work  had  to  be  intrusted  to  other  hands.     His 
was  one  of  those  quiet,  gentle,  John-like   natures, 
with  a  tinge  of  feminine  tenderness,  which  are  fit- 
ted to  live  the  love  of  Christ,  rather  than  proclaim 
it  in  strains  of  stirring  eloquence,  and  find  their  de- 
light in  sacred  solitude,  to  bless  and  breathe   the 
breath  of  Christ  upon    the   unfortunate  and   un- 
happy."f 

There  is  for  weary  souls  a  "  home," 
A  rest  from  all  their  toils  and  cares ; 

A  house  whence  saints  no  more  shall  roam, 
A  peace  wherein  each  pilgrim  shares ; 

To  this  dear  "  home" — this  rest  above — 

Are  gathered  all  the  sons  of  love. 

*  Ger.  Ref.  Mess.,  Nov.  16th,  1864, 
t  Qer.Re/.  Mess.,  Nov.  16tli,1864 
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EEY.  WILLIAM  WITZGALL. 

1820—1870. 

Mr.  "Witzgall  was  a  native  of  Yoigtland,  Sax- 
ony *  He  liad  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver,  and 
traveled  much  in  Germany  and  other  countries. 
Some  years  ago  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  as  also  in  several  other  places.  Finally 
he  removed  to  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  and  commenced  farming.  In  the  year  1859, 
being  constrained  by  love  to  his  Divine  Master,  he 
made  application  for  admission  to  the  Christian 
ministry,  and,  through  the  kind  interposition  of  the 
Eev.  C.  Bank,  he  was  examined  and  licensed  by 
the  Tiffin  Classis,  at  its  meeting  in  the  Second  Ke- 
formed  church.  Tiffin,  Ohio.  In  the  following  year, 
1860,  he  was  ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of 
the  holy  ministry  by  the  same  Classis.f 

He  served  two  small  congregations,  and  for  a " 
time  three,  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.     His  sphere 
of  usefulness  was  very  limited ;    yet  may  he  have 
accomplished  much  good  by  a  faithful  employment , 
of  this  single  talent  intrusted  to  his  care.     We 

•  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  July  27th,  1870. 

t  Min.  O.  Syn.,  1859,  p.  15  ;  and  1860,  p.  14. 
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know  not  what  the  Lord  has  in  store  for  us,  or 
what  way  He  employs  us  so  as  to  accomplish  most 
good  through  our  feeble  instrumentality.  Fidehty 
in  the  things  intrusted  to  us,  is  what  the  Lord  re- 
quires ;  and  whether  we  are  set  over  much  or  little, ' 
if  faithful,  we  shall  receive  the  blessed  reward.  So, 
too,  in  the  case  of  this  humble  servant  of  God. 
Preaching  in  his  own  simple  way  to  a  few  small 
congregations,  and  maintaining  his  family  by  means 
of  his  labors  on  the  farm,  he  did  really  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  faithful  servant  in  the  house  of 
God.  His  sphere  of  activity  in  the  Master's  cause 
was  an  humble  one ;  "  still,  by  his  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive piety,  his  earnest  and  devoted  spirit,  and 
by  his  hvely  faith  in  the  Kedeemer,  his  influence 
for  good  was  felt,  not  only  in  his  own  family  and  in 
his  congregations,  but  also  as  far  as  his  acquaintance 
extended.  No  one  could  be  in  his  presence  any 
length  of  time  without  feeling  that  he  was  indeed 
a  child  of  God.  Long  will  his  memory  be  grate- 
fully cherished  by  all  who  knew  him." 

Mr.  Witzgall  died,  in  the  bosom  of  his  family, 
at  Napoleon,  Henry  county,  Ohio,  after  six  days' 
severe  suffering  from  pneumonia,  June  22d,  1870, 
in  the  50th  year  of  his  age.     His  funeral  took  place  I 
on  the  24th  of  June,  on  which  occasion  a  sermon  J 
was  preached  by  the  Kev.  H.  Wegert.  \ 
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EEY.  JAMES  EEINHAKT. 

1839—1870. 

This  excellent  young  servant  of  Clirist  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  His  parents 
were  Valentine  and  Susan  Eeinhart.  James  was 
born  on  the  16th  day  of  April,  1839,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Waynesburg,  in  Stark  county.  He  was 
early  consecrated  to  God  in  holy  baptism,  and  thus 
brought  into  the  covenant  and  Church  of  God. 
The  sacramental  act  was  performed  by  the  Eev. 
Mr.  Eothacker,  a  Lutheran  minister.'^  The  early 
life  of  Mr.  Eeinhart  was  spent  amid  the  salutary 
and  elevating  influences  of  rural  scenes.  "  God 
made  the  country,"  and  it  is  there,  if  anywhere, 
that  the  soul  finds  its  way  back  to  its  God  and  Sa- 
vior. Blessed  are  they  whose  lot  is  cast  in  the 
quiet  country,  and  whose  early  life  is  spent  amid 
its  beautiful  scenery. 

Mr.  Eeinhart  early  attended  to  the  things  of  the^ 
,  eternal  world ;  and,  being  first  instructed  in  the " 
doctrines  and  duties  of  our  most  holy  religion,  he 
was  received  into  full  communion  with  the  Ger  , 
man  Eeformed  Church.     He  was  confirmed  by  the 
Eev.  G.  Ziegler.     Having  acquired  such  an  educa- 
tion as  the  facilities  of  the  ordinary  country  schools 

*  Dr.  Williara,  in  Chris.    World,  Sep.  2-2d,  1870. 
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afforded  liim,  lie  entered  upon  a  course  of  classical 
and  theological  training,  in  Heidelberg  College, 
at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age. 
His  course  was  irregular  and  limited,  but  being  a 
young  man  of  good  natural  gifts,  his  progress  in 
his  studies  was  rapid ;  and  he  soon  felt  himself 
warranted  to  make  application  for  admission  to  the 
holy  ministry.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel by  the  St.  John's  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  and 
ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of  the  ministry,  in 
I860.*  Having  received  a  call  from  the  Springfield 
charge,  he  was  set  over  it  as  its  pastor.  The  charge 
was  composed  of  foar  congregations,  and  afforded 
abundant  scope  for  the  zeal  and  energy  of  the  young 
pastor.  It  was  the  only  charge  he  ever  served. 
He  labored  in  this  field  for  the  space  of  about  ten 
years  with  great  zeal,  and  with  a  corresponding 
degree  of  success.  His  labors  were  abundantly 
blessed.  During  his  ministry  several  beautiful  new 
churches  were  erected  in  the  charge,  and  the  num- 
ber of  members  greatly  increased.  His  heart  was 
fully  in  the  work ;  and,  laboring  with  such  deep  in- 
terest for  the  good  of  his  parishioners,  he  early  se- 
cured their  confidence  and  esteem.  In  this  way 
the  hearts  of  the  people  were  open  to  his  words  of 
warning  and  entreaty.  He  was  a  man  of  a  very 
cheerful  and  happy  disposition,  and  in  this  respect 
was  well  adapted  to  secure  the  respect  and  good 
^  will  of  men  generally  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
Church. 

*  Syn.   Min.,  1860,  p.  14, 
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After  laboring  a  short  time,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Troxell,  whose  pa- 
rents resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Tiffin,  Ohio.  They 
had  no  children,  but  lived  together  in  great  harmony 
and  peace.  She  survived  him,  in  sad  solitude,  to 
mourn  the  early  death  of  her  beloved  companion. 

Mr.  Eeinhart  was  a  close  student,  and  a  good  and 
very  acceptable  preacher.  That  he  should  be  able 
to  sustain  himself  so  long  in  his  first  charge  is  the 
best  possible  evidence  of  his  industry  and  applica- 
tion. In  looking  over  the  Minutes  of  Synod, 
we  find  that  his  labors  were  crowned  with  more 
than  ordinary  success.  As  high  as  thirty,  forty, 
and  even  eighty  confirmations  are  reported  in  some 
single  years.  The  number  of  members  was  greatly 
increased,  and  the  charge  generally  strengthened. 

Shortly  before  his  death,  Mr.  Reinhart  received  a 
call  from  Wooster,  Ohio,  which  he  accepted,  and 
was  making  preparations  to  remove  to  the  scene  of 
his  future  labors,  when  he  was  suddenly  cut  down 
by  death,  and  his  earnest  ministry  on  earth  brought 
to  a  close.  His  disease  lasted  some  three  or  four 
weeks,  during  which  time  he  suffered  intensely. 
He  died  at  his  residence,  in  Columbiana,  Ohio,  on 
the  29th  day  of  August,  1870,  aged  31  years,  4 
months,  and  13  days. 

One  of  his  members  writing  to  us,  speaks  in 
terms  of  highest  praise  of  his  former  pastor. 
"  James  Reinhart  was  one  of  the  noblest  ministers 
of  the  age,"  he  says;  "he  always  seemed  to  be 
about  his  Master's  business — ^ready  for  any  good 
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work,  sucli  as  visiting   the  sick,  comforting  the 
distressed,  and  pointing  them  to  Christ."     In  speak- 
ing of  the  success  which  attended  his  ministry,  he 
says:  "The  charge  in  which  he  commenced  preach- 
ing soon  became  too  large  for  him,  and  a  division 
I  was  made.     He  remained  with  what  is  now  called 
'  the  Mount  Olivet  charge,  consisting  of  Paradise, 
I  Lima,  and  Colambiana,  where  he  labored  until  the 
time  of  his  death." 

Mr.  Reinhart,  it  seems,  was  of  German  descent, 
and  preached  in  both  languages.  He  labored  thus 
to  the  best  possible  advantage,  meeting  the  wants 
of  all  classes.  His  earnestness  and  perseverance 
overcame  every  obstacle,  and  the  most  happy  re- 
sults followed.  The  last  year  of  his  ministry  on 
earth  appears  to  have  been  the  most  successful,  and 
he  had  the  unspeakable  pleasure  of  seeing  the  work 
of  the  Lord  prospering  greatly  in  his  hands.  His 
name  and  memory  will  be  gratefully  cherished  by 
the  people  of  his  own  charge,  as  well  as  by  others 
who  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

His  funeral  services  were  attended  to  by  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Derr,  and  Rev.  Gr.  M.  Albright.  Where  his 
remains  were  laid  we  are  not  informed.  He  rests 
in  peace,  awaiting  "the  resurrection  of  the  body, 
and  the  life  everlasting  in  the  world  to  come." 
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EEY.  JOSEPH  H.  JOHKSTOK 

1832—1863. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  born  at  Waynesboro',  Penn- ' 
sylvania,  August  30tli,  1832  *  Of  bis  early  cbildbood 
andyoutb  we  bave  no  certain  knowledge ;  nor  is  tbis 
necessary.  Tbe  importance  of  bis  life  lies  in  a 
different  direction.  His  career  was  brief,  tbougb 
not  witbout  interest.  For  some  time,  in  life,  be 
was  employed  witb  bis  bonored  fatber  in  tbe  gun- 
smitbing  business.  Wbile  tbus  engaged,  tbe  de- 
sire of  cultivating  bis  mind  and  acquiring  an  edu- 
cation of  a  bigber  grade,  was  gradually  waking 
up  in  bis  bosom.  "Witb  a  view  of  gratifying  tbis 
desire  and  accomplisbing  bis  purpose  be  com- 
menced, privately,  a  course  of  study,  including  tbe 
classics.  His  progress  was  rapid,  and  be  soon  be- 
came sufficiently  advanced  to  enter  tbe  Cumberland 
Yalley  Institute  at  Mecbanicsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in 
tbe  two-fold  capacity  of  a  student  and  a  teacber.  In 
1856,  be  was  admitted  as  a  member  of  tbeSopbomore 
class,  in  Franklin  and  Marsball  College;  and  in 
due  time  was  graduated  witb  tbe  second  bonor  of 
bis  class. 

Soon  after  completing  bis  literary  course,  be  enter- 
ed tbe  Tbeological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Penn- 

*  Ger.  Ref.  Mess.,  Sep.  23d,  1863. 
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syl vania  and  prosecuted  his  studies  preparatory  to  the 
holy  ministry  so  earnestly,  and  with  such  singular 
success,  as  to  win  the  regard  and  confidence  of  his 
teachers  and  of  his  fellow-students.  He  completed 
his  studies  in  the  spring  of  1861,  and  was  called  to 

;  a  position  in  Westmoreland  College,  which  was 
just  then  being  organized  at  Mount  Pleasant,  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  under  the  fostering  ^ 
care  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Having  been  licensed 
in  1862^  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  occasionally  offici- 
ating for  his  ministerial  brethren,  he  continued 
to  labor  in  the  college  with  increasing  interest  to 
himself  and  with  acceptance  to  the  inmates  of 
the  institution,  up  to  the  time  of  his  early  and 
lamented  death. 

His  disease  was  violent,  but  of  short  duration. 
The  Jjord  mercifully  spared  his  young  servant  dur- 
ing this  trying  time,  opening  up  to  his  vision  the 
glory  of  that  celestial  "  cit}^  which  hath  founda- 
dations,  whose  maker  and  builder  is  God."  He 
died  as  he  had  lived.  His  end  was  peace.  He 
was  peculiarly  favored  in  this  respect,  above  many 
of  his  fellow-pilgrims,  through  the  dark  valley  and 
shadow  of  death.  He  died  at  Mount  Pleasant,  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  August  26th,  1863, 
aged  30  years,  11  months  and  26  days. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  naturally  gifted  with  a  strong 
and  well-balanced  mind.      These   natural   endow- 

'  ments  he  improved   to   the   utmost  of  his  power. 
He  was  emphatically  a  close  and  earnest   student. 

*  Min.  O.  Syn.,  1862,  p.  36. 
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His  strong  and  active  mind  became  thns  tigWy 
disciplined,  and  systematically  developed.  He 
boldly  met  the  obstacles  wbicb  stood  in  tbe  way  of 
his  intellectual  progress,  and  triumphed  over  them ; 
and,  in  this  respect,  presents  a  noble  example  for 
imitation  on  the  part  of  gifted  young  men,  whose 
life  and  services  are  so  much  needed — especially  in 
the  Church. 

Mr.  Johnston's  remains  were  brought  to  Waynes- 
boro', the  place  of  his  nativity  ;  and  from  the  home 
of  his  afflicted  parents,  attended  by  his  kindred 
and  friends,  these  sacred  relics  were  borne  to  the 
cemetery,  and  solemnly  committed  to  the  ground— 
"  Earth  to  earth,  dust  to  dust,  ashes  to  ashes,"  in 
the  sure  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection  in  the  last 
day.  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 
see  God." 
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KEY.  ELIJAH  B.  WILSOK 

1818—1868. 

i  Mr.  Wilson  was  born  in  Milton,  Nortliumber- 
land  county,  Pennsylvania,  Augast  8tli,  1818.  His 
parents  were  William  H.  and  Elizabeth  Wilson. 
His  youth  was  spent  partly  in  Milton,  and  partly 
in  Union  county,  Pennsylvania.  For  some  years 
he  stood  in  connection  with  the  "  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation," and  labored  first  as  a  local  and  then  as  a 
traveling  preacher.^ 

In  1863,  he  was  received  by  the  Classis  of  Zion 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  regularly  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania.  Soon  afterwards  he  received  a  call 
from  the  Strasburg  charge,  in  Franklin  county, 
which  he  accepted,  and  was  there  ordained  to  the 
holy  ministry  by  a  committee  of  the  Mercersburg 
Classis,  in  1863  or  1864.t  In  this  field  he  continued 
to  labor  for  about  two  years,  when  he  became 
pastor  of  the  four  congregations  composing  the 
Grindstonehill  charge,  namely,  Marion,  Grindstone- 
hill,  Fayetteville  and  Funkstown.  He  served  this 
charge  faithfully  till  sometime  in  the  year  1866, 
when  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Orange- 

*Letter  of  Mrs.  Wilson. 

fSyu.  Mill.,  iy*;3,  p.  20 ;  and  1864,  p.  25. 
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ville  cliarge,  in  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania. 
He  accepted  their  call,  and  entered  upon  his  pas- 
toral duties  there  soon  afterwards.  Here  he  re- 
mained, serving  his  Divine  Master,  and  gathering 
souls  into  His  kingdom,  until  he  was  called  home  to 
his  eternal  reward. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  a  man  of  a  family.  He  was 
married,  September  24th,  1840,  to  Lucinda,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Catharine  Ludwig,  of  Union 
county,  Pennsylvania.  They  had  ten  children, 
seven  daughters  and  three  sons.  One  son  and  two 
daughters  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Wilson's  death  was  peculiarly  distressing. 
He  had  come  in  company  with  his  youngest  daughter 
on  a  visit  to  his  son-in-law,  in  Adams  county,  in- 
tending to  spend  a  few  days  with  them,  and  then 
return  to  his  home  and  to  the  people  of  his  charge. 
On  Saturday  evening  he  retired  in  his  usual  health, 
and  in  the  morning  was  found  dead  in  his  bed.  He 
is  supposed  to  have  died  of  apoplexy. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  the  cemetery  at- 
tached to  the  Arndts ville  church.  The  funeral 
services  connected  with  this  sad  occasion  were 
conducted  by  the  Eev.  D.  W.  Wolff,  the  pastor  of 
the  Keformed  church,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  M. 
Snyder  of  the  Lutheran  Church."^ 

Mr.  Wilson  was  not  an  educated  man.  He  com- 
menced preaching  without  any  special  preparation 
for  this  work ;  and  being  constant^  engaged  in 
the  discharge  of  his  regular  duties,  could  not  make 

*Rcf.  C7i.  Mess.,  May  27th,  1868. 
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mu(3h  progress  during  later  years.  He  was  already 
far  advanced  in  life  when  he  entered  in  a  more 
regular  way  upon  the  work  of  the  Gospel  minis- 
try. Of  course  only  a  very  partial  and  imper- 
fect preparation  for  the  sacred  office  could,  under 
the  circumstances,  be  expected.  He  was,  however, 
earnest  and  faithful;  and  endeavored,  in  the  fear 
of  God,  to  preach  the  Gospel  and  administer  its  sa- 
cred ordinances.  He  tried  conscientiously  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  to  his  Divine  Master,  as  well  as  to 
the  people  of  his  charge.  His  work  on  earth  is 
done.  The  weary  laborer  has  been  called  to  his 
reward  in  heaven. 

"  Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep, 

From  which  none  ever  wakes  to  weep ; 

A  calm  and  undisturbed  repose, 

Unbroken  by  the  last  of  foes ! " 
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KEY.  JAMES  LEIBERT. 

1836—1870. 

Mr.  Leibert  was  descended  from  a  family  wlio 
emigrated  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  tlie 
early  part  of  the  last  century.  He  was  born  in 
Forks  township,  Northampton  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, December  14th,  1836.*  His  parents  were 
Jacob  Leibert  and  Mary,  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Bellesfield.  Early  in  infancy  he  was 
baptized,  and  thus  incorporated  with  the  Church 
of  Christ.  This  sacramental  act  was  performed  b^ 
the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Pomp,  who,  at  that  time, 
served  a  congregation  in  the  country,  near  Mr. 
Leibert's  home,  and  often  put  up  at  his  house. 

The  childhood  and  early  youth  of  Mr.  Leibert 
were  spent  mostly  with  his  parents,  and  amid  the 
influences  of   a  Christian  home.     Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  not  strange  that  deep  and  lasting 
impressions  of  a  religious  kind  should  have  been 
early  made  upon  his  tender  heart.     He  was,  to  a  i 
large  extent,  preserved  from  the  vices  to  which  the  j 
young  are  so  much  exposed.     This  circumstance  | 
was  a  source  of  great  joy  to  his  parents,  and  gave  \ 
them  promise  of  future  usefulness  in  the  case  of  i 

*  The  facts  of  this  sketch  are  taken,  mostly,  from  a  series  of 
articles  in  the  Christian  World,  prepared  by  the  Rev.  Eli  Keller. 
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their  son,  whom  they  tenderly  loved.  At  the 
proper  age,  James  was  sent  to  religious  instruction, 
or  catechisation,  as  this  prevails  in  the  Eeformed 
Church,  and  forms  such  a  prominent  characteristic 
in  the  religious  life  and  habits  of  the  people  of 
I  East  Pennsylvania.  The  Eev.  Dr.  Hoffeditz  was 
then  pastor  of  the  church  which  Mr.  Leibert  regu- 
larly attended,  and  of  which  he  and  his  family  were 
members.  Under  the  extensive  and  thorough 
training  which  he  received  from  his  faithful  pastor, 
his  religious  sensibilities  were  strongly  developed 
and  his  mind  stored  with  a  large  measure  of  Scrip- 
tural knowledge.  He  was  confirmed  in  the  month 
of  November,  1855,  and  received  into  full  commu- 
nion with  the  German  Eeformed  Church.  He  grevf 
up  under  the  earnest  ministrations  of  his  pastor 
and  the  genial  influences  of  home.  Only  for  a 
short  time  in  this  early  and  important  period  of  his 
life  was  he  away  from  under  the  parental  roof, 
while  attending  school  at  Norristown,  Pennsylvania. 
But  this  temporary  absence  from  home  was  no  dis- 
advantage to  him.  "  His  deeply  earnest  and  con- 
templative spirit  led  him  to  lay  fully  to  heart  the 
claims  of  the  Christian  religion."  Accordingly,  he 
soon  after  his  return,  as  already  stated,  attended  a 
course  of  instruction  and  took  upon  him  the  solemn 
obligations  of  a  religious  profession;  and,  we  may 
rest  assured,  not  without  good  results ;  for  "  from 
this  time  onward,  we  find  his  eye  steadily  directed 
towards  the  Gospel  ministry." 

After  his  confirmation  and  union  with  the  Church, 
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he  turned  his  attention  to  teaching  during  the  win- 
ter, and  to  his  ordinary  secular  pursuits  during  the 
summer  season.  He  made  himself  useful,  also,  by 
the  interest  which  he  took  in  Sunday-schools.  In 
this  way,  he  was  steadily  and  silently  preparing 
himself  for  the  great  work  to  which  he  was  subse- 
quently called.  Few  employments  are  so  well 
suited  to  qualify  a  young  man  for  the  duties  of  the 
ministry  as  school-teaching;  not  only  because  of 
the  facilities  acquired  for  imparting  instruction, 
but  also  because  of  the  accurate  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature  which  the  school- room  necessarily  af- 
fords. Being  employed  as  assistant  teacher  in  the 
parochial  school,  connected  with  the  Moravian 
church  at  Nazareth,  and  being  required  to  teach 
only  the  elementary  branches,  he  had  much  time 
left  him  for  study.  He  cheerfully  embraced  this 
opportunity  for  improving  his  mind,  and  thus 
qualifying  himself  for  the  work  of  preaching  the 
Gospel,  v/hich,  by  this  time,  had  become  a  settled 
fact  with  him.  He  accordingl}^  put  himself  under 
the  care  of  his  present  pastor,  the  Eev.  E.  W. 
Reinecke,  of  Nazareth,  Pennsylvania,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded Dr.  Hoffeditz  in  the  charge,  and  is  not  only 
a  finished  classical  scholar,  but  also  an  experienced 
teacher.  Under  his  able  and  efficient  instructions, 
he  made  rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  and  was  no 
doubt  also  greatly  benefited  otherwise  by  his  in- 
tercourse with  this  amiable  and  excellent  servant 
of  Christ.  In  view  of  the  good  progress  which  he 
made  in  his  studies,  Mr.  Reinecke  advised  him  to 
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go  to  Mercersbiirg  and  complete  "his  course  in  onr 
Literary  and  Theological  Institutions.  But  in  view 
of  great  pecuniary  difficulties,  he  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  follow  the  advice  of  his  instructor.  He 
accordingly  made  arrangements  to  prosecute  his 
studies  privately  for  a  time  under  the  Rev.  Max 
Stern,  of  Gallon,  Ohio,  with  whom  he  had  some 
previous  acquaintance. 

In  April,  1861,  he  left  for  the  West,  and  at  once 
entered  upon  his  studies  under  his  new  teacher. 
He  continued  in  this  connection  for  about  nine 
months,  studying,  and  occasionally  preaching  for 
his  preceptor.  In  January,  1862,  he  left  Gallon 
for  Tiffin,  with  a  view  of  entering  the  Theological 
Seminary  and  completing  his  studies.  He  soon 
felt  himself  at  home  in  the  Institution  and  entered 
with  zeal  upon  the  prosecution  of  his  work  pre- 
paratory to  the  sacred  office.  Here  also  he  occa- 
sionally preached,  and  in  a  short  time  he  was 
elected  assistant  pastor  of  the  St.  James'  church  in 
the  vicinity  of  Tiffin.  In  this  capacity  he  served 
until  he  had  finished  his  studies. 

On  the  9th  of  October,  1862,  he  was  examined 
and  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Classis  of 
Tiffin,  Synod  of  Ohio.  Several  fields  of  labor  were 
open  to  him,  but,  before  settling  as  pastor  of  a 
charge,  he  concluded  to  secure  a  partner  in  the 
person  of  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Riblet,  only  daughter  of 
Dr.  J.  S.  Reisinger.  "  On  the  6th  of  November, 
1862,  their  marriage  was  publicly  solemnized,  and 
on  the  same  day  they  left  for  his  old  home  in  the 
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East."  After  spending  several  montlis  among  his 
friends,  they  returned  to  the  West — the  scene  of 
his  future  life  and  ministry. 

In  February,  1863,  he  received  a  call  from  the  Day- 
ton charge,  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  The  call  was  ex- 
tended by  the  Eossville  and  Mulberry  congregations, 
which  then  constituted  the  charge.  During  the 
same  year,  however,  he  succeeded  in  organizing 
another  congregation  at  Oxford,  with  twenty  mem- 
bers, and  encouraging  prospects  for  the  future. 
On  the  28th  of  September,  1863,  he  was  ordained 
to  the  holy  ministry  by  the  Indiana  Classis,  con- 
vened in  Poland,  Clay  county,  Indiana.*  Durinoj  the 
ensuing  summer,  a  new  church  was  erected  at 
Mulberry,  and  also  an  additional  congregation  of 
eighteen  members  organized  by  him,  in  Carroll 
county.  He  labored  in  this  first  field  for  a  period 
of  three  years  and  a  half,  with  evident  tokens  of 
the  Divine  favor.  His  labors  were  abundant  and 
his  success  encouraging.  In  the  full  cup  of  joy, 
which  the  Master  allotted  to  him  and  his  excellent 
companion,  there  were  mingled  also  the  bitter 
waters  of  affliction.  Of  two  children  given  them, 
the  younger,  an  only  son,  was  called  away  when 
only  about  two  months  old.  He  labored  here  about  ■ 
eighteen  months. 

Late  in  the  fall  of  1866,  a  memorial  service  was  ' 
held  in  reference  to  the  decease  of  Dr.  Eeisinger,  ' 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Leibert.     During  this  service  the 
propriety  of  establishing  an  English  congregation  in 

""♦Mill.  O.  Syn.,  1864.  p.  14. 
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Gallon  was  discussed,  and  Immediate  steps  Avere  taken 
to  carry  out  the  scheme.  Some  thirty  or  forty  per- 
sons of  standing  in  the  community  at  once  fell  in 
"with  the  movement,  and  Bro.  Lelbert  was  engaged 
to  take  charge  of  the  new  Interest.  For  a  time 
the  services  were  held  in  the  old  Union  church, 
then  owned  by  the  Lutherans.  Afterwards  the  use 
of  the  Baptist  church  was  secured.  In  this  work 
he  continued  for  about  a  year  and  a  half,  endeavor- 
ing, if  possible,  to  establish  a  self-supporting  charge. 
He  labored  hard  and  with  some  success;  but 
finally  the  effort  proved  unsuccessful,  and  the  in- 
terest was  abandoned  and  suffered  to  go  down. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Lelbert  received  a  call  from 
the  Fremont  charge,  which,  after  due  consideration, 
he  accepted,  and  entered  upon  his  pastoral  duties  in 
this  most  interesting  field  on  the  9th  of  April, 
1868.  The  charge  was  not  in  the  best  condition  ; 
a  heavy  debt  rested  upon  the  church.  Along  with 
this  pecuniary  trouble,  there  were  also  other  difii- 
culties  existing  in  the  congregations,  which  seri- 
ously affected  the  usefulness  of  the  pastor  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  charge.  Through  the  zeal  and 
prudent  efforts  of  the  new  pastor,  however,  the 
churches  began  to  show  signs  of  improvement,  and 
one  obstacle  after  another  was  being  removed,  and 
thus  the  way  opened  for  enlarged  success.  The 
preached  Gospel  manifested  its  saving  power,  and 
many  souls  were  gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ. 
The  lambs  of  the  flock  also  were  well  cared  for,  in 
connection  with  the  Sunday-school  especially.     He 


JAMES   LEIBERT.  45t 

labored  here  about  two  years  and  a  half.  His  sue* 
cess  in  this  last  charge  was  remarkable,  and  affords 
abundant  evidence  of  his  faithful  zeal  and  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  of  his  people.  The  great  af 
fection  exhibited  by  his  members,  both  during  his 
labors  and  at  this  death,  still  further  attest  the 
strong  and  moulding  influence  which  he  exerted 
among  them.  He  has  now  gone  to  his  rest,  but 
the  results  of  his  earnest  ministry  remain  as  a 
standing  testimony  of  his  zeal  and  energy — his 
power  and  success. 

His  disease  was  typhoid  fever.  He  suffered  in- 
tensely for  about  two  weeks,  when  it  pleased  God 
to  put  an  end  to  his  painful  pilgrimage,  by  calling 
him  to  his  eternal  reward.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Fremont,  Ohio,  November  13th,  1870,  aged 
33  years,  10  months  and  29  days,  leaving  a  discon- 
solate widow  and  three  children  to  mourn  their  ir- 
reparable loss.  His  funeral  took  place  on  Tuesday, 
November  15th,  when  a  large  number  of  his  min- 
isterial brethren,  and  other  friends,  assembled  to 
participate  in  the  solemnities.  An  English  dis- 
course, on  1  Pet.  i :  24,  25,  was  delivered  by  the 
Eev.  Dr.  Good,  and  one  in  German  by  Prof.  Greding, 
based  on  St.  Paul's  address  to  the  elders  of  the 
church  at  Ephesus — Acts.  xx.  17-38.  His  re- 
mains were  deposited,  with  suitable  services,  in  the 
beautiful  cemetery  near  the  church,  where  they 
rest,  in  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrection  at  the  last 
day. 
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EEV.  EDWARD  S.  SHEIP. 

1836—1866. 

This  devoted  servant  of  Christ  was  born  on  the 
7th  day  of  May,  1836,  in  New  Britain  township, 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania."^  His  parents  were 
ISToah  and  Elizabetli  Sheip.  He  was  baptized  on  the 
4th  day  of  July  in  the  same  year,  and  thus  early 
brought  into  the  Church  and  covenant  of  God.  He 
grew  up  under  the  parental  roof,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  sacred  influences  of  a  Christian  home.  In 
maturer  years,  after  having  been  carefully  instruct- 
ed in  the  doctrines  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism 
by  the  Rev,  A.  L.  Dechant,  he  was  confirmed  by 
him,  and  thus  received  into  full  communion  witb 
the  German  Reformed  Churcb,  in  which  he  was 
afterwards  called  to  labor  as  a  minister  of  Christ, 
and  steward  of  the  mysteries  of  God. 

He  spent  some  time  in  the  profession  of  teacb- 
ing  in  bis  early  life ;  at  the  same  time  giving  les- 
sons in  vocal  music,  of  whicb  he  is  said  to  have 
been  passionately  fond.  In  this  way  he  sought  to 
make  himself  useful,  as  well  as  to  procure  an  hon- 
est and  honorable  subsistence,  and  acquire  means 
for   the   prosecution   of  his   studies  subsequently. 

»  Ger.  Ref.  Mess.,  August  ISth,  186ft— obituary  by  the  Rev.  D.  tr. 

Klein. 
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His  employment,  as  teaclier,  was  also  of  great  use 
to  him  in  the  way  of  fitting  him  for  the  work  of 
teaching  and  preaching  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God,  when  invested  with  the  sacred  office  of  the 
ministry.  Besides,  he  also  found  his  knowledge 
of  music  of  great  use  to  him  afterwards,  in  his  pas- ' 
toral  charge,  where  he  is  said  in  this  way  to  have 
very  much  improved  the  singing  in  the  churches 
which  he  served.  t 

After  making  himself  useful  in  teaching  the  lit- 
tle ones  the  first  elements  in  their  secular  educa- 
tion, he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  do  a  higher 
and  holier  work — to  enter  the  service  of  the  Lord, 
as  a  laborer  in  his  moral  vineyard.  To  this  call  of 
God  he  generously  responded ;  and  feeling  the  im- 
portance of  a  thorough  preparation  for  so  solemn 
and  responsible  a  calling,  he  entered  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  pur- 
sued a  regular  course  of  study  under  Drs.  Schaflf 
and  Wolff. 

After  completing  his  theological  course,  he  was, 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Goshenhoppen 
Classis,  February  3d,  1864,  and  soon  after  dismissed 
to  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna,  and  received 
as  a  member  of  the  same,  at  a  special  meeting  held 
in  Bellefonte,  March  30th,  1SQ4:.^  At  the  same  time 
he  presented  a  call  from  the  Bellefonte  charge,  which, 
being  found  in  order,  was  confirmed,  and  a  commit- 
tee appointed  to  ordain  him  to  the  office  and  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  install  him  as  pastor  of  said 

*  Syn.  Min.,  1864,  p.  25. 
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charge.  This  solemn  and  interesting  service  was 
attended  to  on  the  24tli  day  of  April,  in  the  sanre 
year ;  and  the  pastoral  relation  between  him  and 
his  people,  then  and  there  established,  was  of  the 
most  cordial  and  happy  nature,  and  continued  so  to 
the  end  of  his  life.  The  charge  was  in  a  critical 
condition,  and  called  for  faithful,  earnest,  and  pru- 
I  dent  labor  in  order  to  insure  success ;  and  we  are 
happy  to  state  that  the  young  brother  fully  met 
these  several  conditions,  and  that  by  his  persever- 
ing efforts  and  amiable  bearing  the  state  of  the 
charge  was  greatly  improved. 

Brother  Sheip  was  very  punctual  in  meeting  his 
appointments,  and  prompt  in  the  discharge  of  every 
other  duty  imposed  upon  him  by  his  sacred  calliing 
He  loved  his  work,  and  preached  often — mostly 
three  times  a  day.  He  was  also  very  active  in 
gathering  the  young  people  into  catechetical  classes, 
with  a  view  of  preparing  them  for  church -mem- 
bership. Laboring,  in  this  respect,  under  peculiar 
difl&culties  in  that  community,  it  required  great 
energy,  zeal,  and  prudence,  to  succeed  in  this  good 
work.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  his  hopes 
realized  far  beyond  his  expectations  ;  and  thus  the 
way  was  prepared  and  the  foundation  laid  for  still 
greater  triumphs  in  the  future. 

Bro.  Sheip  was  a  good  man,  and  a  very  excellent 
and  faithful  pastor.  He  diligently  visited  the  peo- 
ple of  his  charge  in  their  homes,  mingled  with 
them  in  the  social  circle,  and  by  this  means  early 
secured  their  sincere  regard,  love,  and  attachment. 
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He  paid  special  attention  to  the  spiritual  wants  ot 
the  young — the  lambs  of  the  flock.  By  this  kindly 
care  for  the  little  ones,  he  succeeded  in  gaining 
their  confidence  and  esteem,  and  drew  to  himself 
thus  the  hearts  and  affections  of  those  who  are 
pre-eminently  the  hope  of  the  Church. 

The  end  of  Bro.  Sheip  was  painful  and  distress- 
ing, in  the  highest  degree.  In  what  way  precisely 
he  came  to  his  death  is  not  known,  except  to  Him 
in  whose  mysterious  providence  this  strange  disas- 
ter was  brought  about. 

On  Sunday  morning,  July  2 2d,  he  preached  in 
the  country,  some  four  or  five  miles  out  from  the 
town.  On  his  way  back,  his  horse,  it  is  thought, 
took  fright  at  something,  and  he  was  in  some  un- 
accountable way  thrown  from  his  sulky  and  fatally 
injured.  He  was  found  lying  on  the  public  high- 
way, in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  in  this  condi- 
tion he  remained,  and  lingered  on  until  Thursday 
following,  when  death  mercifully  came  to  his  re- 
lief and  put  an  end  to  his  sufferings.  He  died  July 
26th,  1866,  aged  30  years,  2  months,  and  19  days. 
His  funeral  took  place  on  Saturday  following.  The 
Eev.  J.  K.  Millet  preached  an  appropriate  sermon, 
on  Heb.  xi.  4,  "  And  by  it,  he  being  dead,  yet 
speaketh."  The  Eev.  "Wm.  H.  Groh  officiated  at 
,  the  house,  and  the  Eev.  D.  G.  Klein  assisted  in  con- 
'  ducting  the  services  in  the  church. 

Brother  Sheip's  ministry  was  of  short  duration. 
The  providence  which  put  so  early  a  termination 
to  his  life  and  ministry  is  mysterious  in  the  high- 
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est  degree.  He  had  spent  mucli  time  in  preparing 
himself  for  the  duties  of  his  sacred  calHng,  and  had 
just  entered  upon  the  great  and  glorious  work  of 
saving  souls,  when  suddenly  and  in  the  most  dis- 
tressing way,  he  was  stricken  down.  All  we  can 
do  is  to  be  submissive,  and  say :  "  Even  so  Father ; 
for  so  it  seemeth  good  in  Thy  sight." 
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EEY.  ABKAHAM  H.  DOTTEREE. 

1840—1870. 

This  excellent  young  servant  of  Christ,  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Dotterer,  was  born  near 
Boyertown,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1840*  His  parents  brought 
him  in  early  infancy  to  the  altar,  seeking  for  him 
the  grace  of  God  in  holy  baptism.  This  sacred 
ordinance  was  administered  by  the  Rev.  Henry  S. 
Bassler,  their  pastor.  In  maturer  years  he  v/as 
duly  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  our 
holy  religion,  and  received  as  a  member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  by  the  Rev.  A.  B. 
Shenkle,  within  whose  charge  he  was  at  that  time 
residing. 

Not  long  after  his  union  with  the  Church,  he 
felt  the  higher  and  hoher  claims  of  the  Gospel  min- 
istry pressing  heavily  upon  his  youthful  heart,  and 
was  not  disobedient  to  the  heavenly  vision.  His 
bosom  heaved  with  sentiments  of  love  to  his  Re- 
deemer, and  his  spirit  cheerfully  responded  to  the 
Divine  call.     His  purpose  was  fixed. 

In  the  years  subsequent  to  this  high  resolve,  his 
energies  were  devoted  to  earnest  study,  and  in  the 

*This  sketch  is  condensed  from  an  obituary  by  the  Rev.  W.  A. 
Haas.— iJc/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Sep.  14, 1870. 
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fall  of  1864,  he  came  prepared  to  enter  the  Sopho- 
more class  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  at  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania.  He  graduated  with  honor 
in  1867.  In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  he  en- 
tered the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Mercersburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  by  special  permission,  crowded 
his  studies  into  two,  instead  of  three  years.  His 
close  application  and  excessive  study  injuriously 
aft'ected  his  health,  and  perhaps  laid  the  foundation 
of  his  early  death.  Immediately  after  completing 
his  theological  course,  he  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel  by  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  at  its  an- 
nual meeting,  held  at  the  Trappe,  May  20th,  1869. 
He  received  a  call  from  the  Sunbury  charge,  in 
Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
confirmed  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  East  Sus- 
quehanna Classis,  held  in  Sunbury  on  the  3d  day 
of  June,  in  the  same  year. 

The  prospect  of  usefulness  which  opened  so  aus- 
piciously to  his  youthful  vision,  was  destined  to  be 
of  but  short  duration.     The  seeds  of  his  disease, 
consumption,  had  been  sown  in  his  system  already 
before  he  left  the  Seminary — the  scene  of  his  earn- 
est study  and  bright  anticipations  in  view  of  the 
holy  office  which  he  was  soon  to  enter.      Under  or- 
I  dinary  circumstances,  and  with  a  strong  constitu- 
'  tion,  the  progress  of  this  fatal  malady  might  have 
j  been  checked,  and  an  entire  cure  effected ;  but  in 
his  case  it  was  otherwise  determined.     No  imme- 
diate alarm,  however,  was  felt  until  some  time  af- 
ter he  had  entered  upon  his  pastoral  duties.     He 
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then  began  gradually  to  sink,  in  spite  of  all  that 
medical  skill,  or  Christian  kindness  and  attention 
could  do  for  him.  He,  however,  continued  for  a 
little  more  than  a  year  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
his  ofl&ce ;  when,  hoping  to  recruit  his  strength 
and  re-establish  his  failing  health,  he  temporarily 
suspended  his  labors,  and  returned  to  the  home  of 
his  parents.  But  this  last  hope  also  disappointed 
him,  and  he  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  send  in 
his  resignation  to  the  Sunbury  charge ;  which,  in 
view  of  the  circumstances,  was  accepted,  with  the 
strongest  expressions  of  regret  and  sympathy.  This 
was  in  the  month  of  July.  His  strength  was  now 
rapidly  failing  him ;  and  on  Wednesday,  the  24th 
day  of  August,  1870,  he  gently  breathed  his  last, 
in  the  bosom  of  the  parental  home,  in  New  Hanover, 
Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  aged  29  years, 
8  months,  and  20  days. 

Mr.  Dotterer's  death  was  peculiarly  affecting. 
He  died  in  the  vigor  of  youth,  and  in  the  midst  of 
great  usefulness.  He  had  scarcely  completed  his 
long  and  painful  course  of  study,  and  entered  the 
sacred  of&ce,  before  the  Master  had  called  him 
home.  He  bore  his  affliction  with  the  most  per- 
fect patience  and  resignation.  As  long  as  there 
was  any  hope  of  his  recovery,  he  employed  all  le- 
gitimate means  for  restoring  his  health.  He  pray- 
ed God  to  spare  him,  if  such  were  his  will ;  but  all 
in  perfect  submission  to  the  appointment  of  his 
Heavenly  Father.  He  never  murmured,  or  utter- 
ed even  a  single  complaint.  As  his  strength  failed 
30 
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him,  lie  grew  more  indififerent  to  the  interests  ot 
earth,  and  sought  more  earnestly  the  things  of  the 
unseen  and  eternal  world.  He  died  very  unex- 
pectedly. On  the  day  preceding  his  death,  he  wag 
out  riding.  On  Wednesday,  the  very  day  of  his 
departure,  he  dined  with  the  family,  and  then  sat 
on  the  porch  till  about  three  o'clock,  when  he  com- 
plained of  being  fatigued,  and  desired  to  go  into 
the  house  and  rest  himself  on  the  settee,  where  he 
immediately  began  to  sink.  About  four  o'clock, 
after  having  gently  pressed  the  hand  of  his  beloved 
companion,'^  he  folded  his  hands,  lifted  up  his  eyes 
to  heaven,  and,  with  his  lips  quivering  in  prayer, 
calmly  and  peacefully  passed  away. 

"  Night  dews  fall  not  more  gently  to  the  ground 
Nor  weary  worn-out  winds  expire  so  soft." 

His  funeral  took  place  on  Saturday,  the  27th  ot 
August.  An  immense  crowd  of  persons  attended 
the  solemn  services,  and  filled  the  church  at  Boyer- 
town,  to  its  utmost  capacity.  The  favorite  hymn 
of  the  departed  brother,  the  102d,  in  "  Chants  and 
Hymns,"  was  sung  around  the  coffin,  with  full  ef- 
fect and  overwhelming  power  and  solemnity : 

"  If  Christ  is  mine,  then  all  is  mine, 

And  more  than  angels  know; 
Both  present  things  and  things  to  come. 

And  grace  and  glory  too. 
If  Christ  is  mine,  unharmed  I  pass 

Through  death's  dark,  dismal  vale, 
He'll  be  my  comfort  and  my  stay. 

When  heart  and  flesh  shall  fail." 

*  She  was  a  Miss  Hensel,  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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preached  a  sermon  full  of  consolation,  on  Rev.  vii. 
13-17.  The  theme  of  the  discourse — the  cross  and 
the  crown — was  very  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 
The  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Haas,  pastor  of  a  charge  con- 
tiguous to  that  of  the  sainted  brother,  delivered 
an  address  suitable  to  the  solemn  occasion.  The 
Rev.  L.  Groh,  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  also 
present  and  participated  in  the  solemnities. 

Brother  Dotterer  was  a  young  man  of  fine  talents, 
thorough  education,  and  excellent  character.  Hir, 
mind  was  naturally  strong  and  vigorous,  and  in 
ured  to  hard  study.  He  took  a  deep  and  lively  in 
terest  in  the  theological  questions  of  the  day.  1I« 
had  a  strong  will  and  great  powers  of  endurance 
considering  the  feeble  state  of  his  health.  His  ap 
plication  to  study,  and  also  to  the  duties  of  the 
ministry  generally,  was  close  and  continued.  Ho 
possessed  all  the  elements  of  success,  and  would 
doubtless  have  attained  a  high  degree  of  useful- 
ness in  the  Church,  had  his  life  and  health  been 
spared. 

His  social  qualities,  also,  were  of  a  high  order. 
He  was  open-hearted  and  generous,  and  had  a 
"  smile  for  everybody  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. As  a  friend,  he  stuck  closely.  His  friend-  ' 
ship  was  of  the  rare,  elastic,  unselfish  kind."  He 
knew  how  to  respect  age  and  experience,  and  was 
disposed  to  listen  to  others,  as  well  as  to  be  listened 
to  by  them.  In  short,  his  friendship  and  social 
qualities  generally  were  of  a  Christian  character, 
sanctified   and   chastened   by  that  blessed  Spirit, 
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The  pastor  of  tlie  place,  the  Kev.  Lucian  J.  Mayer, 
through  whose  power  and  influence  alone  we  are 
delivered  from  the  unselfishness  and  obliquity  of 
our  fallen  nature.  He  was  an  eminently  pious  and 
good  man,  and  ever  sought  the  honor  of  his  Lord. 
"He  preferred  Jerusalem  above  his  chief  joy  ;  nor 
could  he  ever  forget  her  welfare  or  her  woe." 
He  now  rests  in  peace. 


MEMOEIALS  AND  ANNALS. 


EEV.  PHILIP  MILLEDOLER,  D.  D. 

At  the  meeting  of  Synod  held  in  Reading,  in  1794,  Dr. 
Gross,  of  New  York  city,  proposed  him  for  examination, 
and  requested  that  he  be  ordained  as  his  assistant,  "  which 
request  was  granted  by  Synod."  (Min.,  1794,  pp.  12-13.) 
He  subsequently  became  a  prominent  man  in  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  in  wRose  service  he  stood.  When,  in  the 
year  1820,  the  Synod  resolved  on  the  establishment  of  a 
Theological  Seminary,  Dr.  Milledoler  was  unanimously 
chosen  as  its  first  professor.  A  call  was  extended  to  him 
by  order  of  the  Synod,  with  the  offer  of  a  salary  of  two 
thousand  dollars.  This  call,  after  keeping  it  under  consid- 
eration for  several  years,  he  saw  fit  to  decline  (Syn.  Min., 
1820,  pp.  22-24 ;  and  1822,  p.  30).  Dr.  Milledoler  was  highly 
esteemed  both  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian  minister.  He 
is  spoken  of  in  terms  of  highest  praise.  He  died  in  1852. 
(His.  Theo.  Sem.,  in  Ter.  Mon.,  by  the  late  Rev.  B.  C.  Wolff, 
D.  D.) 


REV.  WILLIAM  PAULI. 

William,  the  son  of  Rev.  Philip  Reinhold  Pauli,  and 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Musch,  was 
born  March  9th,  1792,  in  Skippack  township,  Montgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  father  was  then  pastor. 
He  was  an  elder  brother  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Aug.  Pauli,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  and  ministry  will  be  found  in  this 
volume.    In  the  year  1793,  his  father  removed  to  Reading, 
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Pennsylvania,  taking  charge  of  the  German  Reformed 
church  in  that  place,  and  of  five  or  six  other  con  gregations 
in  the  surrounding  country.  Here  young  Pauli  grew  up, 
and  doubtless  prosecuted  his  studies  under  the  direction  of 
his  father,  who  was  a  man  of  learning,  ard  had  opened  a 
select  Latin  and  French  school  in  the  place. 

In  the  year  1812  or  '13,  young  Pauli  was  licensed  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  (Syn.  Min.,  1812,  p.  54  ;  1813,  p.  58,)  and,  in  1816, 
ordained  to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry,  (Min.  1816,  p. 
17 ;  1817,  p.  6.)  having  succeeded  his  father,  who  died  in 
1815,  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Reading  charge.  In  this  field 
he  continued  to  labor,  in  connection  with  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  up  to  the  year  1844,  when,  getting  into 
some  difficulty  with  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  his  name  was 
stricken  from  the  list  of  ministers.  He  died  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Reading^  May  20th,  1855,  aged  63  years,  2  months, 
and  11  days. 

Of  Mr.  Pauli's  abilities  as  a  preacher  we  have  no  per- 
sonal knowledge.  He  was,  however,  quite  popular  in  his 
day,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  some  culture.  His 
private  character,  as  far  as  we  know,  was  good.  Though 
no  longer  a  member  of  Synod,  he  continued  to  preach  in 
some  country  congregations  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Pauli  belonged  to  a  priestly  family  ;  not  only  his 
father  and  younger  brother,  but  also  his  grandfather — 
Ernst  Ludwig  Pauli — having  been  ministers  in  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 


REV.  WILLIAM  HAUCK. 

Op  Mr.  Hauck's  early  life  we  have  no  knowledge,  except 
,  that  he  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  At  the  meeting 
J  of  Synod,  held  in   Womelsdorf,   Berks  county,  Pennsyl- 

ivania,  in  1814,  a  letter  was  received  from  several  congrega- 
tions in  North  Carolina,  in  which  they  earnestly  desired  a 
minister,  with  special  reference  to  Mr.  Hauck,  who,  for 
some  time,  had  preached  in  that  country.    Mr.  Hauck  was 
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referred  to  a  committee  of  examination,  who  subsequently- 
reported  that  his  examination  had  "  afforded  them  perfect 
satisfaction,"  and  suggested  that  he  be  licensed.  On  the 
strength  of  this  suggestion  the  request  was  granted ;  and, 
in  view  of  the  great  distance  of  his  residence,  his  license 
was  extended  to  three  years.     (Syn.  Min.,  1814,  pp.  62,  63.) 

In  1817,  we  find  Mr.  Hauck  not  present  at  the  Synod. 
His  ordination  probably  took  place  in  1818,  at  the  meeting  ^ 
of  Synod  in  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.  In  1819,  he  had  charge 
of  the  following  congregations  in  Wythe  county,  Virginia: 
Evansham,  Old  Church,  Kimmerling's  Gravel  Creek, 
Frederick  Kolb's  and  Adam  Kolb's.  In  this  tield  he  con- 
tinued to  labor  for  some  years,  when,  in  1830  or  '31,  he 
took  charge  of  four  congregations  in  Davidson  county, 
North  Carolina.  In  this  field  he  labored  some  four  or  five 
years;  for,  in  1836,  we  find  him  living  at  Lexington,  and 
having  charge  of  but  one  congregation,  namely,  Peck's. 
After  this  his  name  does  not  appear  again  in  the  Minutes 
of  Synod. 

For  some  reason,  he  was  suspended  from  the  functions 
of  the  ministry  about  this  time.  "  He  then  went  to  Mis- 
souri, where  he  died."  (Letter  of  the  Rev.  John  G. 
Fritchey.) 


REV.  FREDERICK  A.  HERMAN. 

Mr.  Herman  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  F.  L.  Herman, 
of  blessed  memory.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel 
in  1815  (Min.,  p.  66),  and  ordained,  after  three  years'  ser- 
vice, in  1818  (Min.,  1819,  p.  6).  For  some  years  he  was 
settled  as  pastor  of  a  number  of  congregations  in  and 
around  New  Holland,  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1821  or  *22,  he,  in  connection  with  some  others,  left  the 
regular  Synod,  and  constituted  the  so-called  "Free  Synod." 
His  name  accordingly  disappeared  from  the  Minutes,  and 
does  not  occur  again  until  1838,  when  he  is  reported  as 
stationed  at  Hartleton,  in  Union  county,  Pennsylvania. 


412  FATHERS    OF    THE   REFORMED    CHURCH. 

He  died  in  Turbotville,  Northumberland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  is  buried  in  the  "  old"  graveyard.  The  stone 
placed  over  his  grave  bears  the  following  inscription : 

"  In  memory  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Herman.    Died,  October  30th, 
1849,  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age." 
X     (Letter  of  Eev.  Tilgman  Derr.) 


REV.  JOHN  M.  INGOLD. 
Op  Mr.  Ingold's  early  life  we  have  no  knowledge,  except 
that  he  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  John  William  Ingold, 
who,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  was  successively 
pastor  of  several  charges  in  East  Pennsylvania.  (See  Vol. 
II.  of  this  work,  pp.  399,  400).  He  received  aid  from  the 
Church,  in  prosecuting  his  studies  preparatory  to  the  minis- 
try, in  1815.  (Syn.  Min.  p.  67.)  He  was  licensed  at  the 
Synod  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  in  1818,  in  connection 
with  a  large  number  of  applicants,  and  ordained  with  them 
in  1819.  (Syn.  Min.,  1819,  pp.  4,  22,  27.)  He  had  charge  of 
two  congregations — residing  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  died  in  1821.  (Min.,  pp.  5,  34.)  Of  his  life  and 
labors,  beyond  the  incidental  notices  in  the  Minutes  of 
Synod,  we  have  no  knowledge.  His  congregations  were 
weak;  in  1819,  he  reports  54  baptisms,  28  confirmations, 
and  107  communicants;  in  1820,  baptisms,  23,  and  commu- 
nicants 113 ;  in  1821,  he  failed  to  report,  owing  probably  to 
his  early  death,  which  occurred  during  this  year.  (Min. 
1821,  p.  34.) 


REV.  MARTIN  BRUNNER. 

Mr.  Brunner  was  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  having  been 
born  there  in  the  year  1797.  His  childhood  and  early 
youth  were  probably  spent  in  the  city.  He  studied  theol- 
ogy under  the  Rev.  Samuel  Helffenstein,  D.  D.,  pastor  of 
the  Race  Street  church.     Having  completed  his  theological 
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course,  he  was  licensed  by  the  Synod  of  the  German  Ee- 
formed  Church,  which  convened  in  New  Holland,  Lancas- 
ter county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  monthof  September,  1816. 
He  had  already  received  a  call  from  Sunbury,  Northumber- 
land county,  Pennsylvania,  and  entered  immediately  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  as  a  "  Hcentiate."  After  serving 
three  years  in  this  capacity,  he  was  ordained  by  a  commit- 
tee of  Synod,  in  1819.  (Syn.  Min.,  1816,  p.  72  ^1819,  p.  22 ; 
and  1820,  p.  8.) 

In  this  charge,  which  consisted  sometimes  of  four,  and, 
a  part  of  the  time,  of  six  congregations,  he  continued  to 
labor,  with  general  acceptance  and  success,  for  a  period  of 
eleven  or  twelve  yeai-s,  when  he  accepted  a  call  from  four 
congregations  in  and  around  Hagerbtown,  Maryland. 
Here  he  remained  until  1832,  when  he  removed  to  Lancas- 
ter city,  and  became  pastor  of  the  Eefcrmed  church  in 
that  place.  In  this  field  he  labored  for  seven  or  eight 
years,  when  he  resigned.  From  this  time  forward  he  was 
without  any  pastoral  charge,  and,  in  184o,  his  name  disap- 
pears from  the  Minutes  of  Synod.  He  .still  continued  to 
reside  in  the  city  of  Lancaster,  separated  from  the  Church, 
and  very  seldom  attending  any  of  her  services.  He  died 
at  Lancaster,  in  1852,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Brunner  was  a  man  of  fine  talents,  well  educated, 
and  a  popular  speaker,  using  with  equal  fluency,  ease,  and 
elegance, ^the  English  and  German  languages.  Few  men 
possessed  the  elements  of  greater  usefulness  than  1  e  ;  but, 
alas,  he  yielded  to  temptation,  became  intemperate  in  his 
habits,  and  saw  the  glory  of  his  early  life  dimmed,  and  its 
light  and  beauty  shrouded  in  darkness  and  desxiaii  ! 


REV.  JOHN  WINEBEENNER. 

Mr.  "VVinebrenxer  was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Mary- 
land, March  25th,  1797.  He  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  1820,  after  having  completed  his  theo- 
logical course  under  the  Rev.  Samuel  HelfiTenstein,  D.  D. 
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(Syn.  Min.,  pp.  12,  24,  25.)  He  took  charge  of  the  German 
Reformed  congregation  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  in 
connection  with  Schupp's  and  Wenrich's,  in  Dauphin,  and 
Schnebly's,  in  Cumberland  county.  Soon,  however,  he 
got  into  serious  difficulties,  both  doctrinal  and  practical. 
The  matter  was  brought  before  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and 
also  before  the  Synod,  in  1825.  (Syn.  Min.,  p.  8.)  So  also 
in  1826.  (Syn  Min.,  p.  7.)  In  1827,  the  matter  came  up 
again,  and  the  Synod  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  his  affairs.  In  the  Minutes  of  1828,  we  have  the 
following  record:  "The  committee,  which,  according  to 
page  11,  of  the  Minutes  of  1827,  was  aj^pointed  to  investi- 
gate the  affairs  of  the  brethern  Winebrenner  and  Hablis- 
ton,  reported  that  Mr.  Winebrenner  did  not  appear  before 
them  in  answer  to  their  citation;  and  that,  in  their  opin- 
ion, he  should  no  longer  be  regarded  as  a  member  of  this 
body."  The  report  was  received  and  adopted.  (Syn.  Min., 
1828,  p.  6.) 

Mr.  Winebrenner  was  a  man  of  some  talent,  good  ad- 
dress, and  an  earnest  and  popular  preacher  ;  but  exceed- 
ingly vain,  self-willed,  and  determined  to  have  his  own 
way.  His  disorderly  conduct  was  followed  by  the  most  disas- 
trous consequences,  both  to  himself  and  his  congregations. 
The  latter  were  fearfully  distracted ;  and,  to  this  day, 
suffer  from  the  evil  effects  of  his  secession.  He  himself 
had  to  experience,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  the  bitter 
fruits  of  self-will  and  insubordination,  "  He  died  at  his 
residence  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  September  12th, 
1860,  aged  63  years,  5  months  and  17  days."  (Letter  of 
Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder.) 


REV.  DAVID  HASSINGER. 

Mr.  Hassinger  was  born  in  Myerstown,  Lebanon  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  in  1797.  In  early  infancy  he  was  bap- 
tized by  the  Rev.  J.  Andrew  Schultz,  and  subsequently 
admitted  to   full  communion  in  the    German  Reformed 
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Church,  by  the  Rev.  William  Pauli.  He  commenced  his 
theological  studies  under  the  Rev.  Mr.  German,  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  and  completed  them  under  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Helffenstein,  of  Philadelphia.  He  entered  the  holy  min- 
istry in  1824.  (Syn.  Min.,  pp.  6,  26.)  In  the  year  1830,  he  1 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catharine  Gibson,  j 
daughter  of  the  late  Francis  Gibson,  Esq.,  of  Perry  county. 

His  first  field  of  labor  was  Newville,  Cumberland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  composed  of  three  or  four  congregations, 
which  he  served  about  six  years.  From  this  place  he  re- 
moved to  Orwigsburg,  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  preached  to  the  town  and  Blue  Mountain  congregations 
seventeen  or  eighteen  years.  From  this  place  he  went  to 
Pottsville,  in  the  same  county,  and  served  that  congrega- 
tion, with  some  others  in  the  vicinity,  for  seven  or  eight 
years.  In  1856,  he  moved  with  hi's  family  to  Perry  county ; 
since  which  time  he  was  not  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of 
his  office.  He  died  nearlckesburg,  in  Perry  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, March  3d,  1858,  aged  61  years. 

Some  years  previous  to  his  death,  he  connected  himself 
with  the  so-called  "  Independent  Synod  of  Pennsylvania," 
but  soon  ceased  to  attend  its  meetings,  and  expressed,  in 
the  strongest  terms,  his  disapprobation  of  this  irregular 
movement.  He  also  declared  his  purpose  to  return  to  the 
regular  Synud  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity. He  felt  miserable,  in  view  of  his  wrong  ec- 
clesiastical connection.  He  was  naturally  well  disposed, 
and  never  attempted  to  create  any  disturbance. — Ger.  Ref. 
Mess.,  April  14,  1858. 


REV.  F.  W.  BINDEMAN.  | 

The  first  notice  we  have  of  him  is  in  the  Minutes  of 
1824,  p.  7,  where,  as  a  student  of  the  Rev.  J.  William 
Dechant,  he  is  recommended  for  licensure  and  ordination  ' 
by  his  preceptor.    He  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Examination,  who  subsequently  reported  favorably,  and 
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recommended  that  he  be  ordained  when  he  receives  a  call. 
In  the  Minutes  for  1825,  p.  6,  mention  is  made  of  a  "  letter 
from  Mr.  F.  W.  Bindeman  containing  various  requests." 
The  fathers  resolved,  that,  for  "  certain  reasons,"  these  re- 
quests be  not  granted,  and  "that  the  Classis  to  which  he 
may  apply  for  ordination  be  advised  to  be  circumspect  be- 
fore they  ordain  him."  At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  in 
'  1826,  he  was  present,  and,  according  to  the  Minutes,  p  5, 
'  was  received  as  an  advisory  member — he  having  at  this 
time  charge  of  three  congregations,  viz. :  Hanover,  Christ's 
and  Lischy's  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1827,  al- 
ready, he  was  suspended  from  the  functions  of  the  holy 
ministry  ;  and  in  the  Minutes  of  1828,  we  have  the  follow- 
ing characteristic  record  :  "  Mr.  F.  W.  Bindeman  appeared 
before  Synod,  in  a  very  rude  manner,  in  order,  as  he  said, 
to  justify  himself  in  regard  to  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Synod  last  year,  whereby  he  was  suspended  from  the 
duties  of  his  office,  until  by  the  issue  of  a.  trial  pending 
before  the  court  of  York  county,  it  should  appear  that  he 
was  innocent  of  the  serious  charges  preferred  against  him. 
But  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Bindeman  did  not  regard  the  resolu- 
tion of  Synod  to  abstain  from  the  exercise  of  his  ministry, 
while  lying  under  such  serious  charges ;  and,  inasmuch  as 
his  conduct,  in  the  meantime,  was  in  various  respects  un- 
becoming ;  and,  inasmuch  as  his  demeanor  before  Synod 
was  characterized  by  a  degree  of  impudence  and  passion 
beyond  all  endurance,  the  Synod  deemed  him  unworthy 
of  the  ministerial  office,  and  resolved  that  the  said  F.  W. 
Bindeman  be  excluded  from  all  connection  with  this  body." 
(Syn.  Min.  1828  pp.  7,  8.) 


REV.  CHARLES: AUGUSTUS  PAULI. 

The  Pauli  family  is  somewhat  notea  iii  the  German  Re- 
formed Church,  as  having  furnished  a  long  succession  of 
men  to  minister  at  her  altars.  Charles  Aug.  Pauli  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Reading,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
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April  12th,  1804.  His  parents  were  the  Eev.  Philip  Rein- 
hold  Pauli,  and  Anna  Elizabeth  Musch.  He  was  early 
baptized,  and  in  maturer  years  instructed  in  the  Heidel- 
berg Catechism  and  received  by  confirmation  into  full 
communion  with  the  Reformed  church  in  Reading,  of 
which  his  sainted  father  was  then  pastor.  He  prosecuted 
his  literary  course  in  the  Academy  of  his  native  place  ;  and 
afterwards,  in  1822,  commenced  the  study  of  theology 
under  the  Rev.  J.  William  Dechant. 

At  the  meeting  of  Synod  held  in  Philadelphia,  in  the 
autumn  of  1825,  he  was  examined,  licensed,  and,  on  the 
evening  of  September  29th,  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry. 
(Syn.  Min.,  1825,  pp.  6-9.) 

Soon  after  this,  Mr.  Pauli  took  charge  of  the  St.  John's 
church,  in  Robeson  township,  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania, 
which  he  served  about  one  year,  when  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  AngeUca  congregation,  and  afterwards  from  the 
Scheli's  and  Wenrich's,  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania. 
These,  with  some  interruption,  he  served  for  a  period  of 
seven  years.  In  1834,  he  accepted  a  call  from  four  congre- 
gations in  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Lebanon,  namely : 
"VVomelsdorf,  Hain's,  Oley  and  Newmanstown,  which  he 
continued  to  serve  for  twenty-one  years.  When,  in  1855, 
his  elder  brother,  the  Rev.  William  Pauli,  died,  he  gave  up 
Oley,  Womelsdorf  and  Newmanstown,  retaining  only  the 
Hain's,  to  which  he  added  the  Sinking  Spring,  Elsasz, 
Yocum's,  Hinnerschitz,  and  Kissinger  congregations,  pre- 
viously served  by  his  brother.  These  he  continued  to 
serve  up  to  the  time  of  his  death — the  Hain's  for  thirty- 
seven  years. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1835,  Mr.  Pauli  was  married  to 
Miss  Maria  L.  Davis.    They  never  had  any  children. 

During  his  ministry  of  some  forty-six  years,  he  baptized 
6,775 ;  confirmed  2,013  ;  buried  2,044 ;  married  2,121  couple, 
and  preached  about  4,700  times.  For  some  years  Mr. 
Pauli  did  not  stand  in  any  connection  with  the  Synod. 
Some  difficulty  occurred  between  him  and  the  Lebanon 
Classis  ;    he  stood  aloof  for  several  vears,  when  his  name 
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was  erased  from  the  list  of  ministers.  (Syn.  Min.  1845,  p. 
25.)  His  personal  character,  so  far  as  we  know,  was  un- 
exceptionable. In  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties,  he 
manifested  considerable  zeal,  and  hislabors  were  not  with- 
out good  fruits.  He  always  remained  faithful  to  the  Re- 
formed standards,  carefully  instructed  his  people  in  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  confirmed  them  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  Church  in  which  he  was  raised.  He  was 
a  well-disposed  man,  of  pleasant  address,  and  possessed  of 
some  talent  for  preaching.  Had  he  remained  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Synod,  and  labored  in  unison  with  the 
Church,  he  might  have  accomplished  a  good  work.  His 
energy  and  zeal,  in  the  earlier  part  of  hi.^  ministry,  gave 
promise  of  much  success.  He  was  iaitliful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  ;  and,  by  hi:^  genial  sjirit  and  kindly 
bearing,  had  gained  for  himself  many  waim  and  devoted 
friends. 

Mr.  Pauli's  health  had  been  graduiilJy  failing  for  some 
time  past.  During  the  last  several  years  of  his  life  he  was 
a  constant  sufferer.  His  last  illness  commenced  about  two 
months  previous  to  his  decease.  After  patiently  suffering 
the  will  of  God,  he  fell  asleep  gently,  at  his  residence,  in 
the  city  of  Reading,  Berks  county,  PenuFvlvania,  October 
5th,  1871,  aged  67  years,  5  months,  and  23  days.  His  funeral 
took  place  on  the  lllli  of  October,  when  a  suitable  dis- 
course was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bar.sman,  on  these 
words,  chosen  by  himself:  "  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I 
have  finished  my  course,  I  have  ke])t  the  faitli."  1  Tim. 
iy. J. —Hausfreund,  October  12,  1870. 


REV.  SAMUEL  SEIBERT. 

Mr.  Seibeet  was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania, 
September  8th,  1800.  On  the  strength  of  an  application  to 
Synod  from  Lewistown,  Mifflin  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1824,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  (Syn.  Min.,  pp. 
8,  27) ;    when  or  where  he  was  ordained  does  not  appear. 
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In  1825,  he  presented  a  call,  but  failed  to  appear  before  the 
committee  of  examination,  and,  consequently,  was  not  or- 
dained, (Syn.  Min.,  pp.  6,  9.)  His  name  is  not  found 
again  on  the  Minutes  for  twelve  or  thirteen  years.  In 
1837,  his  name  appears  in  connection  with  the  Selinsgrove 
charge.  He  remained  here  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Boyertown,  in  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  taking  charge 
of  five  congregations  which  he  served  till  1850.  The  next 
two  years  he  was  pastor  of  Limerick  and  Keeler's,  in 
Montgomery  county,  when,  for  some  reason,  he  was  de- 
posed from  the  ministry.  (Syn.  Min,,  1852,  p,  22,)  In 
1858,  he  was  again  restored  to  the  ministry  by  the  Classis 
of  Goshenhoppen,  and  dismissed  to  the  St.  John's  Classis, 
Synod  of  Ohio.  (Syn.  Min.,  1858,  p.  33,)  From  this  time 
onward  to  1861,  his  name  appears  in  connection  with  some 
congregations  in  and  around  Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio  ; 
after  which  it  again  disappears  from  the  Minutes. 

He  died  at  Greentown,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  July  8th, 
1863,  aged  62  years,  9  months,  and  16days.— Ger.  Ref,  Mess., 
January  6,  1864. 


REV.  JOHN  KELLER. 

Mr.  Keller  was  a  "Western  man.  His  studies  prepara- 
tory to  the  holy  ministry  he  prosecuted  under  the  care  of 
the  Rev.  George  Weisz,  in  New  Lancaster,  Ohio.  He  was 
licensed  and  ordained  by  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  in  1827  ;  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Erie  Classis  at  the  time  of  its  seces- 
sion, and  continued  in  this  independent  relation  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  It  was  his  purj)0se,  however,  to  connect 
himself  with  the  Classis  of  New  York,  which  act  was  pre- 
vented by  his  decease. 

Mr.  Keller  was  pastor  of  the  German  Reformed  church, 
at  Townline,  in  Erie  county,  New  York,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  took  place  at  his  residence,  on  the  21st  day 
of  May,  1852,  in  the  52d  year  of  his  age. — Ger.  Ref.  Mens., 
June  30,  1852. 
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EEV.  ISAAC  MIESE. 
Mr.  Miese  was  born  in  Centre  township,  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  March  31st,  1812;  was  licensed  and  ordain- 
ed by  the  so-called  "  Free  Synod,"  and  came  along  with 
that  body  into  the  old  or  mother  Synod,  in  1836,  or  soon 
after.  He  was  at  this  time  in  charge  of  a  number  of  con- 
gregations located  in  the  western  part  of  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  His  charge  was  composed  of  four,  and 
sometimes  of  five,  and  even  six,  congregations,  among 
which  were  Bern,  Bellman's  and  Frieden's,  embracing  in 
all  upwards  of  a  thousand  communicant  members.  His 
residence,  up  to  1851,  was  in  Reading ;  afterwards  hi  Lower 
Bern,  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge.  He  continued  to 
serve  these  congregations,  in  connection  with  the  Synod, 
up  to  the  year  1863,  when  he  declared  himself  indepen- 
dent, and  his  name  disappears  from  the  Minutes.  He 
died  February  1st,  1864,  aged  51  years,  10  ir.onths,  and 
1  day.  Mr,  Miese  was  not  an  educated  man  ;  but  he  might 
have  been  useful,  had  he  remained  faithful  to  the  Church, 
and  labored  in  unison  with  her.  As  it  is,  he  exerted,  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  of  his  life,  an  influence  greatly  dam- 
aging to  the  cause  of  religion  in  that  region  of  country, 
where  the  spirit  of  rebellion  and  insubordination  had  been 
already  too  extensively  jorevalent. 


REV.  CHARLES  REIGHLEY. 

In  1833,  Mr.  Reighley  took  charge  of  the  German  Re- 
formed congregation  in  Frederick  city.  Maryland,  and 
applied  to  Synod  to  be  received  as  a  member  of  that  body. 
He  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  of  which  the  Rev. 
J.  C.  Becker,  D.  D.,  was  chairman.  This  committee  subse- 
quently reported,  that,  in  regard  to  his  doctrinal  views,  and 
his  willingness  to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  he  had  given  them  satisfaction,  but  that 
they  could  not  approve  of  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
been  ordained.     For  peculiar  reasons,  however,   they   re- 


MEMORIALS   AND   ANNALS.  481 

commend  that  the  Synod  receive  him  into  their  connec- 
tion. The  report  was  adopted.  (Syn.  Min.,  I80P),  pp.  9, 
10. )  He  continued  to  serve  as  pastor  of  the  Reformed  church 
in  the  city  of  Frederick  for  several  years.  (Byn.  Min., 
1833,  p.  42  ;  and  1834,  p.  58.)  At  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Maryland  Classis,  held  September  2d,  1835,  he  was  expelled, 
and  deposed  from  the  ministry.  (Min.  p.  12.) — Dead  or 
living  ? 


EEV.  ANDREW  HOFFMAN. 

Mr.  Hoffman  was  a  European  by  birth  and  education. 
He  came  from  Germany  to  this  country,  as  a  young  man, 
about  the  year  1831  or  '32,  and  settled  at  McKeansburg, 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  where-he  served  as  pas- 
tor of  several  congregations.  In  1832,  he  appeared  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Lebanon  Classis,  and  was  admitted  as  an 
advisory  member,  or  perhaps  as  a  probationer,  according- 
to  a  custom  then  prevailing  in  reference  to  foreigners.  The 
Classis  reported  this  fact  to  Synod,  and  requested  permis- 
sion to  receive  him  as  a  full  member,  which  request  was 
granted.  In  1833,  he  was  admitted  to  full  membership, 
and- so  reported  to  Synod.     (Min.,  1832,  p.  21 ;  1833,  p.  15.) 

In  the  year  1834,  or  perhaps  in  the  latter  part  of  1833,  he 
accepted  a  call  from  the  Falconer  Swamp  and  Old  Goshen- 
hoppen  congregations,  in  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  in  April,  1836,  he  took  charge  of  the  Vincent  con- 
gregation, lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  Philadelphia 
Classis,  which  was  constituted  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
This  caused  some  trouble.  In  1844,  he  was,  for  some 
cause,  deposed  from  the  ministry.  (Min.,  1844,  p.  24.)  He, 
however,  continued  preaching  in  an  independent  way,  for 
some  years,  when,  in  a  fit  of  desperation,  he  put  an  end  to 
his  life.— Well  may  we  pray :  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation, 
but  deliver  us  from  evil." 
31 
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REV.  JOHN  L.  SAUNDERS. 

Of  the  early  history  of  Mr.  Saunders,  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge. He  was  ordained  in  1843,  by  the  Maryland  Classis, 
having  probably  been  licensed  also  in  the  same  year. 
(Syn.  Min.,  1843,  p.  20.)  Where  he  was  stationed  at  the 
time  of  his  ordination,  or  whether  he  was  ordained  as  a 
missionary,  does  not  appear  from  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  as 
he  did  not  present  a  report  of  his  labors  or  charge  in  that 
year. 

In  1834,  we  find  him  in  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
v/here  he  continued  to  labor  for  several  years.  In  1837, 
he  left  Tiffin,  and  removed  to  Attica,  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, where  he  died,  January  27th,  1840,  after  having  been 
in  the  service  of  the  Church  about  seven  years.  (Ter. 
Mon.,  p.  67.) 


REV.  LOUIS  R.  PORTER 

Of  Mr.  Porter's  life  and  ministry  we  know  absolutely 
nothing.  His  name  does  not  occur  in  the  Minutes,  so  far 
as  we  have  had  access  to  them.  He  seems  to  have  lived 
and  labored  in  the  Western  portion  of  the  Church,  and 
died  in  1834.     (Ter.  Mon.,  p.  67.) 


REV.  GEORGE  A.  LEOPOLD. 

Mr.  Leopold  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina ;  originally 
a  Lutheran,  then  a  Hinkelite;  subsequently  he  found  his 
way  into  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  South,  and  finally 
into  the  ministry.  He  was  a  student  in  the  Seminary  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  in  1832, 
and  was  licensed  by  the  Synod  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year.  (Syn.  Min.,  1832,  pp.  17,  38.)  His  license  was  re- 
newed in  1833,  for  one  year.  (Syn.  Min.,  p.  9.)  He  at  this 
time  resided  in  North  Carolina.    Either  in  the  latter  part 


MEMORIALS    AND    ANN'ALS.  483 

of  1833,  or  the  early  part  of  1834,  he  was  ordained  to  the 
holy  ministry,  by  the  Classis  of  Maryland.  (Syn.  Min., 
1834,  p.  18.)  For  awhile  he  had  charge  of  three  congrega- 
tions; where,  exactly,  does  not  appear.  (Syn.  Min.,  1836, 
p.  79.)  The  following  year  he  seems  to  have  been  in  some 
way  associated  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Brown,  in  the  Rockingham 
charge,  in  Virginia.  (Syn.  Min.,  1837,  p.  47.)  Afterwards 
he  took  charge  of  the  church  in  Winchester.  How  long 
he  remained  here,  we  cannot  say.  (Syn.Min.^  1840,  p.  92.) 
In  1842,  he  was  suspended  from  the  functions  of  the  minis- 
try by  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina.  (Syn.  Min.,  1842,  p. 
22.)  He  made  several  eflbrts  to  be  restored,  but  without 
success.  He  subsequently  went  to  California,  where  he 
probably  died. 


REV.  CORNELIUS  GATES. 

Mr.  Gates  applied  for  license  in  1833.  (Min.,  p.  9.)  A 
committee  was  appomted  to  examine,  and,  at  their  discre- 
tion, to  license  him;  which  appears  to  have  been  done,  as 
he  was  ordained  by  the  Maryland  Classis  in  1834,  having 
•  at  that  time  charge  of  St.  John's  and  St.  Peter's,  within  the 
bounds  of  said  Classis.  (Min.,  pp.  18,69.)  His  name  does 
not  appear  again  for  several  years.  He  was,  however, 
laboring  in  a  place  called  **  Red-Hook,"  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  1838.  (Min.  pp.  57,  66.)  In  1840,  he  was 
dismissed  by  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  in  order  "  to  connect 
himself  with  the  Classisof  Poughkeepsie,of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church."     (Min.,  p.  23.)— Dead  or  ahve  ? 


REV.  WILLIAM  WILSON  BONNEL. 

We  are  not  able  to  say  exactly  in  what  year  Mr.  Bonnel 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  holy  ministry.  In  1842,  he 
was  received  from  the  Presbyterian  Church,  by  the  Classis 
of  :Mercersburg,  having  been  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the 
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German   Reformed    church    in  Chambersburg,  Franklin 
county,  Pennsylvania.     Here  he  labored  with  great  zeal 
and  acceptance  till  some  time  in  the  year  1844.    He  then 
resigned  his  charge,  and  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbteyrian 
Church,  in  which  he  had  been  born  and  educated.    Mr. 
Bonnel  was  a  good  man,  and  a  pleasant  speaker.     He  was 
naturally  of  a  cheerful  and  happy  disposition,  and  seemed  ' 
to  be  a  favorite  with  everybody.    During  his  short  minis-  i 
try  in  the  Reformed  Church,  he  drew  around  him  many  j 
warm  friends.    As  a  preacher,  he  was  earnest,  clear,  and  | 
searching,  and  sincerely  desirous  of  advancing  the  spirit- 
ual interests  of  his  people.    He  died  in  1850,  aged  41  years. 


REV.  JAMES  BLACK. 

This  aged  minister  was  raised  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  connection  with  which  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
long  life.  In  1834  (Min.,  1834,  p.  19),  he  presented  his  dis- 
mission from  the  Presbytery  of  Winchester  to  the  Mary- 
land Classis,  and  asked  to  be  received  into  connection  with 
the  German  Reformed  Church.  His  papers  being  found 
in  order,  he  was  received.  He  resided  for  some  years  at 
Shepherdstown,  Virginia ;  but  whether  he  ever  was  actually 
pastor  of  that  charge  does  not  appear  from  the  Minutes,  as 
he  failed  to  hand  in  a  report  of  his  ministry.  Only  a  few 
years  later,  he  passed  back  again  into  the  Church  from 
which  he  had  come,  and  continued  in  its  connection  to  the 
end  of  his  life.     (Min.,  1839,  p.  17.) 

"  He  was  an  eminent  Christian,  and  remarkable  for  his 
straightforwardness,  and  the  simplicity  of  his  style  of 
preaching,  abounding  in  the  use  of  Scriptural  language." 
He  died  at  Shepherdstown,  Virginia,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1860,  "  full  of  years,  and  after  a  varied  and  event- 
ful life."— i?f/.  C/i.  Mess.  Mar.  7,  1860. 
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REV.  ABRAHAM  BERKY. 

Of  Mr.  Berky's  early  history  we  have  no  knowledge. 
In  1826,  he  was  recommended  to  Synod  by  the  Rev.  John 
T.  Faber  and  Father  Caspar  Wack.  He  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  which  reported  unfavorably,  and  he  was  accord- 
ingly advised  to  continue  his  studies  in  the  Seminary 
at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.  He  afterwards  became  a  mem- 
i  ber  of  the  so-called  "  Free  Synod"  ;  and,  as  such,  was  re- 
'  ceived  into  the  regular  Synod,  in  1834  (Min.,  1834,  p.  36; 
1 1835,  p.  53.)  He  labored  successively  in  Berks  county, 
Pennsylvania ;  in  Philadelphia,  as  agent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Union  ;  in  Northampton  county  ;  at  Wilkesbarre, 
Luzerne  county  ;  at  Hilltown,  in  Bucks  county  ;  at  Dans- 
ville.  New  York  ;  at  Rochester,  in  the  same  State  ;  and  at 
Detroit,  Michigan.  This  was  his  last  station  in  connection 
with  our  Synod.  He  then  passed  over  to  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  in  connection  with  which  he  stood  until  he 
died,  August  1st,  1867,  aged  61  years,  7  months,  and  21  days. 
—Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  Sep.  4,  1867. 


REV.  ROBERT  KOEHLER. 

Mr.  Koshler  was  a  native  of  Saxony,  and  from  the  fact 
that  he  studied  at  the  University  of  Jena,  it  is  presumed 
that  he  was  a  native  of  Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach.  The 
exact  time  and  place  of  his  birth  are  not  known  to  us. 
Becoming  involved  in  political  difficulties,  in  connection 
with  one  of  the  many  "  fraternities  "  which  flourished  and 
overspread  Europe  during  the  former  half  of  the  present 
century,  Mr.  Koehler,  with  many  other  students,  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  his  native  country.  This  hapi^enedin  1833. 
In  Belgium,  where  he  had  taken  refuge,  he  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Reformed  Ministerium  for  license  to  preach  the 
Gospel.  He  was  accordingly  licensed  and  ordained,  and 
served  about  five  years  as  "  Vicarius  "  of  an  aged  and  in- 
firm Reformed  minister.    Subsequently  he  emigrated  with 
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bis  family  to  this  country— the  exact  date  of  his  arrival  is 
not  known  to  us.     (Letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Zahner). 

His  first  field  of  labor  in  this  country  was  Mt.  Eaton, 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  in  1846,  serving  both  the  German 
I  and  French  congregations.    He  remained  here  only  about 
'  one  year,  when,  having  accepted  a  call  from  the  "  Smith- 
'  field "   congregation  in   Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  he  re- 
I  moved  to  that  place.    He  labored  here  from  1847  to  1849. 
I  With  what  success  we  cannot  say.    From  this  place  he 
'  went  to  Buflalo,  New  York,  and  thence  to  Rochester.    In 
these  places  he  spent  several  years,  when,  in  1853,  he  was 
recalled  to  Mt.  Eaton,  Ohio.     His  labors  here  were  confined 
to   the   French   congregation  ;   but,  in  connection  with  it, 
he  also  served  a  Union  church  in  Bethlehem,  Stark  county, 
and    the    Reformed  congregation  at    Walnut  Creek,  in 
Holmes  county.    In  the  spring  of  1862,  he  received  a  call 
from  the  Reformed  church  of  Akron,  and  labored  there 
until  some  time  in  the  winter  of  1863-'4,  when  he  received 
a  commission  as  chaplain  of  the  108th  Ohio  Volunteer 
Regiment,  in  the  United  States  army.    In  1866,  after  leav- 
ing the  army,  he  commenced  to  labor  as  missionary  at 
Titusville,  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania.    After  re- 
maining here  only  about  one  year,  he  removed  to  Mead- 
ville,  where,  unfortunately  for  himself  and  the  Church,  he 
became  identified  with  the  disaff'ected  portion  of  the  con- 
gregation then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  D.  D. 
Leberman.     This  unfortunate  step  proved  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  Reformed  interest  in  Meadville,  and  ruinous 
to  himself.      Henceforth   he  stood  independent  of  the 
Synod,  became  irregular  in  his  habits,  and  lost  entirely  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry. 

He  died  very  unexpectedly  at  the  house  of  one  of  his 
members  in  the  country,  some  six  miles  from  Meadville, 
Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  where,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  resided.  This  occurred  on  the  29th  day  of 
January,   1870. 

Mr.  Koehler  was  a  man  of  superior  talents,  regularly 
educated,  a  good  orator,  energetic,  and  sound  in  the  faith. 
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He  labored  with  some  degree  of  success,  especially  in  the 
earlier  part  of  his  ministry.    Unfortunate  was  he  in  being 
too  high-tempered;    consequent  upon  this  were  his  fre- 
quent changes.      Eventually  his  manifold  troubles,  and 
"  fondness  for  mingling  with  hilarious  society,"  led  him 
astray  and  carried  him  beyond  the  "bounds  of  sobriety." — 
Ref.  Ch.  3fess.,  Feb.  9,  1870  ;  also  letter  of  Rev.  D.  D.  Leberman. 
"Clad  in  the  armor  from  above, 
Of  heav'uly  truth  and  heav'nly  love, 
Come  now,  my  soul,  the  charm  repel, 
And  pow'rs  of  earth  and  pow'rs  of  helL" 


REV.  WILLIAM  H.  MAERTENS. 

Mr.  Maertens  was  a  European  by  birth  and  education, 
and  was  received  as  a  "  candidate,"  by  the  Synod  held  at 
Chambersburg,  in  1835,  and  placed  for  one  year  under  the 
care  of  Zion's  Classis  (Min.,  pp.  10,  31);  but  before  the 
next  meeting  of  Synod,  he  was,  without  their  permission, 
ordained  by  the  Classis  of  Maryland,  and  placed  over  the 
church  in  Washington  city.  The  Zion's  Classis  called  the 
attention  of  Synod  to  this  regular  proceeding  ;  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  in  reference  to 
the  subject.  The  committee  subsequently  reported  that 
the  action  of  the  ^Maryland  Classis  was  hasty  and  uncon- 
stitutional. (Syn.  Min.,  1836,  pp.  18,  21,  23,  24.)  His  name 
does  not  appear  again  on  the  Minutes,  except  once,  and 
that  in  a  dubious  way.    (Min.,  1838,  p.  68.)— Dead  or  alive  ? 


I  REV.  WILLIAM  C.  RANKIN. 

IMr,  Rankin  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  origi- 
nally a  Presbyterian.  He  entered  the  ministry  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church  in  the  year  1835  or  '36,  and  was 
employed  as  a  missionary  at  Mountain  Creek,  in  North 
Carolina.     (Syn.  Min.,  1836,  p.  80.)     The  following  year  he 
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is  reported  as  being  missionary  agent  at  Jasper,  Dubois 
county,  Indiana,  and  as  having  charge  of  five  congrega- 
tions. (Syn.  Min.,  1837,  p.  47;  1838,  pp.  63,  08.)  We  here 
lose  sight  of  him.  He  probably  died  about  this  time.  He 
is  said  to  have  been  "  talented  but  eccentric." 


REV.  JACOB  BEAR.^ 

Of  Me.  Bear's  early  history  we  have  no  knowledge.  He 
was  probably  born  in  eastern  or  central  Pennsylvania, 
March  4th,  1810.  In  the  year  1835,  or  '36,  he  was  hcensed, 
either  by  the  Synod  or  by  the  Susquehanna  Classis,  as  they 
requested  the  Synod  to  furnish  him  with  a  certificate  of 
licensure.  (Syn.  Min.,  1836,  p.  19.)  He  was  at  first  settled 
at  Spring  Mills,  Centre  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1837, 
he  is  stationed  at  Oxford,  in  Adams  county.  He  remained 
here,  probably,  three  or  four  years,  serving  four  congrega- 
tions, and  having  his  residence  at  New  Chester,  in  that 
county.  In  1840,  he  had  charge  of  twelve  congregations  in 
the  vicinity  of  Shanesville,  Ohio.  (Syn.  Min.,  p.  89.)  Here 
he  labored,  probably,  five  or  six  years,  when  he  removed 
to  West  Point,  Lee  county,  Iowa  Territory.  In  this  place 
he  remained  until  1855,  when,  on  the  1st  day  of  February, 
he  died,  aged  44  years,  11  months,  and  17  days.  (Min.  0. 
Syn.,  1855,  p.  40.) 


REV.  JOSEPH  F.  BERG,  D.  D. 

Mr.  Berg  was  born  in  one  of  the  West  India  Islands, 
where  his  father  was  located  as  a  missionary.  His  parents 
were  the  Rev.  Christian  Frederick  and  Hannah  Berg,  mem- 
bers of  the  Moravian  Church,  in  connection  with  which 
he  also  was  born  and  reared,  and  received  his  literary  and 
theological  training.  In  1836,  having  received  a  call  from 
the  German  Reformed  church  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylva- 

*Sometime8  written  Baer— German  Style. 
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nia,  he  appeared  before  Synod  and  requested  to  be  received 
into  its  connection.  His  application  being  sustained,  he 
was  received,  and,  on  the  evening  of  October  2d,  was  or- 
dained and  set  apart  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry. 
(Syn.  Min.,  pp.  10.  26,  30.)  He  remained  at  Harrisburg 
only  a  short  time,  when,  being  appointed  to  a  professorship 
in  Marshall  College,  he  removed  to  Mercersburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Here  he  remained  about  one  year,  when  he  ac- 
cepted a  call  from  the  German  Reformed  church  on  Eace 
street,  Philadelphia.  In  this  charge  he  labored  with  accept- 
ance and  success,  up  to  1852,  when  he  was  dismissed  to  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  (Syn.  Min.,  p.  22.) 
He  continued  to  labor  for  some  time  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, as  pa.stor  of  one  of  their  churches,  when  he  was 
elected  professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  New 
Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  where  he  continued  in  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  official  duties  to  the  time  of  his  decease. 
He  died  July  20th,  1871,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age.  His 
remains  were  brought  to  Philadelphia,  and  deposited  in 
the  South  Laurel  Hill  Cemetery. 

Dr.  Berg  was  a  good  scholar,  an  agreeable  companion, 
a  pleasant  and  popular  speaker,  and  a  voluminous  writer — 
principally  in  the  controversial  line.  He  was  married  to 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Pomp,  of  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  who,  together  with  a  number  of  children, 
survives  her  sainted  companion.— i?^/.  Ch.  Mess.,  July  26, 
1871. 


REV.  JAMES  W.  JONES. 

Mr.  Jones  applied  to  the  Synod  of  1836,  for  licensure; 
and  his  application,  for  certain  reasons,  was  complied  with, 
and  license  granted  him.  (Syn.  Min.,  1836,  pp.  8,  30,  80.) 
In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  Synod,  the 
Classis  of  North  Carolina  appointed  a  committee  to  ordain 
him,  but  they  failed  to  do  so.  The  following  year  Synod  re- 
solved to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  this  failure. 
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The  result  was  the  revoking  of  his  license  on  account  of 
improper  conduct.  (Syn.  Min.,  1837,  pp.  11,  39.) — Dead  or 
alive  ? 


REV.  JACOB  ALLEBORN. 

Mr.  Alleborn  probably  came  into  the  ministry  through 
the  Freo  or  Independent  Synod.  We  first  mejetwith  his 
name  in  1837,  in  connection  with  Kensington  and  the  Ris- 
ing Sun.  He  appears  to  have  been  engaged  in  missionary 
work  in  those  places,  and  made  a  report  to  Synod  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same.  (Syn.  Min.,  1837,  p.  8.)  He  afterwards 
labored  for  a  year  or  two  at  Bath,  Northampton  county, 
Pennsylvania.  (Min.,  1838,  p.  58.)  In  1840,  he  is  reported 
as  without  charge,  and  so  for  the  two  years  succeeding. 
Where  he  resided  during  these  years,  and  what  were  his 
engagements,  we  cannot  say.  In  1843,  his  name  was  erased 
from  their  roll  by  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  and 
after  this  we  entirely  lose  sight  of  him.  (Min.,  p.  20.)  He 
is  said  to  be  dead.     (Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  Dubs.) 


REV.  BENJAMIN  T.  NEAL. 

Mr.  Neal,  at  first,  probably  stood  in  connection  with  the 
so-called  "  Free  Synod,"  and  came  in  M^th  that  body.  In 
1836,  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis  he  was 
present  as  a  member  of  that  body,  and  put  on  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  "  hold  a  Tentamen  with  Rev.  William  H. 
Cornwell,"  who  made  application  to  be  received  into  Clas- 
sis.    (Letter  of  Jonas  Detwiler,  Esq.) 

We  first  meet  with  his  name  in  the  Minutes  of  1838,  p. 
68,  when  he  was  living  in  Philadelphia,  without  a  pastoral 
charge.  So  up  to  the  year  1841.  (Min.,  p.  75.)  Sometime 
during  the  year  1842,  he  removed  to  Clearspring,  Washing- 
ton county,  Maryland,  taking  charge  of  that  congregation 
and  of  the  St.  Paul's,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.    (Syn- 
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Min.  p.  75.)  In  this  charge  he  continued  till  1845,  a  period 
of  three  or  four  years,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  for  a 
year  or  two  without  charge.  In  1847,  he  was  dismissed  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (N.  S.)  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  (Syn. 
Min.,  1847  p,  25.)  He  is  reported  as  deceased.  (Ter.  Mon., 
p.  67.) 


REV.  DAVID  MUCK. 

To  our  knowledge  his  name  does  not  occur  in  the  Min- 
utes of  Synod,  at  least,  not  in  any  to  which  we  have  had 
access.  He  was,  in  all  probability,  a  Western  man.  He 
died  in  1838.    (Ter.  Mon.,  p.  67.) 


REV.  CHRISTIAN  WINEBRENNER. 

Op  Mr.  Winebrenner's  early  life  we  have  no  account. 
He  was  born  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1789,  and  entered 
the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  year  1838  or 
'39,  taking  charge  of  the  following  congregations,  namely : 
Clover  Creek,  Hickory-bottom,  Bob's  Creek,  and  Wood- 
cock Valley,  in  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Huntingdon. 
Here  he  continued  to  labor,  in  connection  with  the  Synod, 
until  1846,  when  his  name  disappears  from  the  Minutes. 
He,  however,  still  preached  in  some  of  the  churches  at  a 
later  period,  probably  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Ayhich  oc- 
curred February  12th,  1858.  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  well  disposed  ;  but,  unfortunately,  he  fell  in  with 
some  irregular  movements,  which  proved  disastrous  to  him 
as  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church ;  for  which,  how- 
ever, he  always  cherished  the  kindest  feelings,  and,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  bequeathed  some  property  to  the  Church 
of  his  fathers.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Woodbury, 
i  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  a  good  old  age,  and 
sleeps  in  Jesus.    (Letter  of  Rev.  John  H.  Sykes.) 
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EEV.  TRUMAN  OSBORN. 

We  first  meet  with  his  name  in  the  Minutes  of  1838  (p. 
68),  as  pastor  of  the  Reformed  church  in  Germantown, 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  received,  sometime  during  that 
year,  from  the  Presbytery  of  Baltimore.  (Min.,  1839,  p. 
17.)  In  1842,  he  is  reported  as  being  without  a  charge,  and 
residing  at  Gwynedd,  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1843,  he  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
(Min.,  1843,  p.  30.)  He  is  reported  to  be  dead.  (Ter.  Mon., 
p.  67.) 


REV.  ANDREW  CARROLL. 

Father  Carroll  was  born  in  1781  or  '82,  but  where  we 
are  not  able  to  say.  In  1842,  he  is  stationed  at  Humbers- 
ville,  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  (Syn.  Min.,  p.  89.)  In  1843,  he 
is  reported  as  having  charge  of  two  congregations,  viz.: 
Richland  and  Knox  township,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Sandusky  Classis.  In  1844,  he  is  pastor  of  a  congregation 
in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana.  We  next  find  him  at  Millers- 
burg,  Holmes  county,  Ohio.  How  long  he  remained  in 
this  place  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  In  1856, 
however,  we  find  him  at  Bloomfield,  Indiana,  and  pastor 
of  one  congregation.  Here  he  probably  remained  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1857,  he  being  in  the  75th  year  of 
his  age.    (Syn.  Min.,  1857,  p.  103.) 


REV.  EDWARD  D.  SMITH. 

This  man  was  a  noted  impostor,  appearing  under  difief- 
ent  names.  Edward  D.  Smith,  alias  Elijah  Bowen,  was 
received  by  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  on  forged  j)apers, 
purporting  to  have  been  given  by  the  Congregational 
Church,  in  1840.  (Min.,  p.  23.)  He  was  settled  for  about 
«ne  year  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.    Afterwards  he  served 
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two  congregations,  St.  Matthew's  and  St.  Paul's,  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  deposed  in  1843. 
(Min.,  p.  30.)  The  same  person  subsequently  imposed  on 
the  Classis  of  Virginia,  by  which  he  was  received  under 
the  name  of  J.  W.  Bond,  in  1850  (Min.,  p.  18),  also  on  the 
strength  of  forged  papers.  He  was  excommunicated  in 
1852.     (Min.,  p.  23.)     Subsequently,  he  was  arrested  on  the 

f  charge  of  horse-stealing,  and  finally  died  in  prison. 

I 

I  ■ 


REV.  HENRY  HIESTAND. 

Op  Mr.  Hiestand's  early  life  and  history,  or  the  time  and 
place  of  his  death,  we  know  absolutely  nothing.  In  1842, 
he  was  laboring  as  missionary  at  New  Orleans.  (Syn.  Min., 
3d  Dis.  Syn.,  p.  90.)  He  remained  here  till  1845,  when  he 
seems  to  have  gone  away  and  spent  one  year  at  Mobile, 
Alabama.  In  1847,  he  is  back  again  to  New  Orleans,  where 
we  meet  with  him  up  to  1854.  Whether  he  then  died,  or 
what  became  of  him,  we  cannot  say.  (Syn.  Min.,  from  1842 
to  1854.) 


REV.  DAVID  MARTZ. 

Mr.  Martz  entered  the  ministry  in  1845,  taking  charge 
of  some  congregations  in  and  around  Shanesville,  Ohio. 
His  field  of  labor  was  very  extensive,  embracing  ten  con- 
gregations. Afterwards,  in  1847,  the  number  was  reduced 
to  six.  In  this  charge  he  labored  faithfully  and  with  suc- 
cess to  the  end  of  his  life.  He  was  taken  with  inflamma- 
tion of  the  lungs,  while  at  Farmersville,  and  died  there, 
after  an  illness  of  about  two  weeks,  Feb.  19th,  1849,  aged 
36  years.  He  was  a  pious  and  earnest  man,  and  an  accept- 
able preacher.  He  was  buried  in  Shanesville,  Ohio,  his 
place  of  residence  at  the  time. — Ger.  Ref.  Mess.,  March  6, 
1849. 
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REV.  NATHAN  EVANS. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  April  21st,  1822,  an<l  licensed  by  the 
Sandusky  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  in  1846.  lie  took  charge 
of  three  congregations,  namely  :  Rome,  Limestone,  and 
Rehoboth,  in  Perry  county,  Ohio.  His  residence  was  at 
Risdon,  Seneca  county,  Ohio.  He  died  February  2d,  1848, 
aged  25  years,  9  months  and  19  days.     (Min.  O.  Syn.,  1848, 


p.  28.) 


REV.  JOEL  CAREY. 

Mr.  Carey  was  born  June  1st,  1814.  Of  his  early  life  we 
have  na  certain  information.  His  name  first  occurs  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  of  1847,  as  a  licentiate  of 
the  Maumee  Classis.  He  was  ordained  to  the  holy  office 
in  1848  ;  and  was  laboring  as  a  missionary  in  and  around 
Napoleon,  Ohio,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  September 
21st,  1849.  We  copy  from  a  minute  adopted  by  the  Synod 
of  Ohio :  "  He  was  ardently  and  zealously  devoted  to  the 
missionary  work  in  which  he  had  embarked.  No  one  in 
our  Reformed  Zion  was  more  willing  to  bring  joy  to  our 
long-neglected  and  destitute  memberstiip  in  the  far  West 
by  his  presence,  his  acts  of  kindness,  his  prayers,  and  his 
counsels,  than  was  our  lamented  Brother  Carey  ;  and,  we 
may  add,  no  one  was  more  ready  to  respond  to  the  calls  of 
the  afflicted,  the  distressed  and  suffering ;  hence,  in  his 
death,  we  have  lost  a  worthy  citizen,  a  companionable 
brother,  a  valuable  and  devoted  Christian  minister  ;  one 
who  could  not  fail  to  command  the  respect  of  this  body, 
and  the  sincere  esteem  and  love  of  all  whose  privilege  it 
was  to  be  associated  with  him,  either  in  private  or  public 
life."  He  died  at  the  age  of- 35  years,  3  months,  and  20 
days.— (?er.  Ref.  Mess.,  Oct.  31,  1849. 
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KEV.  HERMAN  BEUSSEL. 

Mr.  Beussel  was  a  European  by  birth.    He  was  sent  to 
this  country  by  the  Missionary  Association  of  Langenberg, 
near  Elberfeld,  Prussia,  at  which  place  he  also  prosecuted 
his  studies  for  the  missionary  work,  in  the  Mission  Insti-  I 
tute.    In  November,  184S,  he  was  licensed  as  a  member  of  5 
the  Classis  of  New  York,  and  ordained,  November  9th, 
1848,  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in  the   church  at  Wil-  . 
liamsburg,  New  York,  over  which  the  Lord  had  made  him 
an  overseer.     Here  he  labored  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred August  13th,  1849,  being  in  his  2Uth  year,  leaving  a 
young  widow  to  mourn  his  early  departure.     Mr.  Beussel 
is  said  to  have  been  an  evangelical  and  devoted  servant  of 
Christ.    His  life  was  short,  and  his  ministry  extended  only 
over  one  year  and  nine  months.     Gcr.  Eef.  Mess,,  Sep.  26, 
1849. 


REV.  ERASMUS  H.  HELFRICH. 

Mr.  Helfrich  was  a  native  of  Lehigh  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  related  to  the  earlier  Helfrichs,  in  that  region, 
of  blessed  memory.  He  was  partly  educated  under  the 
care  and  tuition  of  his  uncle — the  Rev.  John  Helfrich,  and 
partly  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania. 

He  was  licensed  and  ordained  to  the  ministry  by  the 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  in  1848  (Min.,  p.  22),  and  set 
over  some  congregations,  four  in  number,  located  partly  in 
j  Lehigh  and  partly  in  Northampton  county.   His  charge  was 
I  afterwards  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  several  of  Father 
;  Pomp's  congregations,  into  which  he  had  worked  himself. 
His  residence,  after  the  first  two  years,  was  at  Bath,  Penn- 
sylvania.    He  soon  got  into  improper  company — engaged 
i  in    speculations — was  tempted  and    misled,   and  finally 
made  complete  shipwreck  of  his  character.     He  was  sus- 
pended from  the  functions  of  the  holy  ministry  by  the 
Synod,  in  1857.     (Min.,  pp.  16, 17.)     This  act  of  suspension 
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being  disregarded  by  him,  he  was,  in  1858,  deposed  from 
the  office  of  the  ministry,  and  from  all  its  functions.  (Syn. 
Min.,  1858,  p.  108.) 

Mr.  Ilelfrich  had  some  talent,  was  a  popular  speaker, 
possessed  good  social  qualities,  and  might  have  made  a  | 
useful  man.     He  was,  however,  but  imperfectly  educated,  ; 
conceited,  and  without  any  fixed  Christian  principles  to  ' 
control  him  and  keep  him  from  the  ways  of  the  destroyer.  ' 
His  character  was  blasted,  and  he  left  that  section  of  the 
I  j  country,  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  finally  he  died, 
when  yet  comparatively  a  young  man — sincerely  pitied  by 
those  who  knew  him  and  were  aware  of  the  wreck  which 
he  had  made  of  himself.     He  left  a  sorrowing  wife  and 
several  interesting  children  to  mourn  his  death. 


REV.  JOHN  C.  MILLER. 

Mr.  Miller  had  scarcely  entered  upon  the  duties  of  hia 
office  when  he  was  already  called  home.  He  was  licensed 
and  ordained  by  the  Lancaster  Classis  of  the  Synod  of 
Ohio,  in  1850.  (Min.  0.  Syn.,  p.  25.)  He  labored  as  mis- 
sionary in  Findlay  and  Bethlehem,  Hancock  county,  Ohio. 
His  ministerial  career  was  of  but  short  duration.  He 
preached  only  between  one  and  two  years ;  but  his  life  and 
labors  were  not  in  vain.  He  was  a  good  man  and  an  earnest 
preacher.  He  was  taken  sick,  in  Dayton,  while  on  hia 
way  to  the  Synod  of  Miamisburg,  and  died  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  sessions,  October  5th,  1851,  aged  25  years  and 
2  months.  His  remains  repose  in  the  grave-yard  con- 
nected with  the  Clear  Port  congregation,  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  where  his  parents  and  friends  worship. —  West.  Miss. 
Aug.  9, 1866. 


REV.   FRANKLIN  D.  STEM. 
Mr.  Stem  was  a  resident  of  Warren  county,  New  Jersey, 
at  the  time  he  entered  the  ministry.    He  graduated  at 


MEMORIALS   AND   ANNALS.  49 T 

Lafayette  College,  in  1846 ;  then  went  to  Mercersburg,  and 
prosecuted  his  theological  studies  in  the  Seminary  of  the 
Reformed  Church.  He  completed  his  course  in  1849,  and 
was  licensed  by  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania.  He  re- 
sided for  a  time  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  and,  in  1857,  was 
ordained  to  the  holy  ministry  by  the  same  Classis,  and  then 
dismissed  to  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia.  He  spent  a  short 
time  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  whence  he  came  to  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  on  a  visit,  and  died  there  August  18th,  1861.  i 
Mr.  Stem  was  a  young  man  of  fine  talents,  and  of  excellent  I 
character.  His  early  death  was  a  serious  loss  to  the 
Church.    His  career  was  brief,  but  his  record  is  fair. 

As  a  Christian,  Mr.  Stem  was  characterized  by  "great 
humility  and  cheerful  sobriety  ;  his  piety  was  sincere  and 
his  zeal  ardent.  He  possessed  a  high  sense  of  the  dignity 
and  responsibility  of  the  office  of  the  ministry,  and  was 
frequently  overwhelmed  by  a  conviction  of  his  unfitness 
for  it.  His  sermons  were  of  a  high  order,  and  well  calcu- 
lated to  reach  the  heart." 

Mr.  Stem  is  the  author  of  an  interesting  article  on  "The 
Unity  of  the  Human  Race,"  in  the  Mercersburg  Review, 
March,  1851,  pp.  12^143.  He  bid  fair  to  become  a  most 
useful  man  in  the  Church ;  but,  when  the  hopes  of  his 
friends  were  about  being  realized,  he  was  suddenly  called 
hence  in  the  vigor  of  youth,  with  prospects  of  extensive 
usefulness.  His  death  occurred  on  Sunday,  the  day  com- 
memorative of  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord— the  Divine 
pledge  of  our  own  blessed  resurrection.  In  the  comfort  of 
this  sweet  hope,  our  young  brother  resteth  in  peace. — Ger. 
Kef.  Mess.,  Sep.  10, 1851. 


REV.  AARON  CHRISTMAN. 

Mr.  Christman  was  a  native  of  Northampton  county,  | 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born,  June  4th,  1826.    His 
literary  course  he  pursued  at  Mercersburg,  and  then  studied 
theology  privately  for  a  short  time  under  the  supervision 
32 
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of  the  late  Rev.  Richard  A.  Fisher,  of  Suntury,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  the  spring  of  1850,  he  was  examined  and 
licensed  by  the  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  ordained  to  the 
sacred  office  by  the  Classis  of  Mercersburg,  in  1851.  Hav- 
ing passed  over  to  the  Episcopal  Church,  his  name  was 
erased  from  the  list  of  members.  (Min.,  1850,  p.  15;  and 
1854,  p.  18.) 

He  died  of  consumption,  in  Philadelphia,  March  28th, 
1860,  soon  after  his  return  from  a  trip  to  the  South,  aged 
33  years.  9  months,  and  24  days.  His  remains  were  brought 
to  Bethlehem,  Pennsylvania,  where  his  mother  then  re- 
sided, and  thence  taken  to  the  cemetery  in  Lower  Saucon, 
and  buried  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
After  the  burial,  a  funeral  discourse  was  delivered  by  the 
author,  on  Rev.  iii.  12. 


REV.  PETER  BBUECKER. 

Mr.  Beuecker  was  a  native  of  Duesseldorf,  in  Germany 
He  came  to  this  country  in  1849  or  '50,  and  entered  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  during  the  sessions  of  1850-'51,  when  he  left 
for  the  West.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of  the  holy  ministry,  by 
the  Tiffiin  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  in  1852.  About  the  same 
time  he  took  charge  of  a  German  congregation,  in  San- 
dusky City,  Ohio,  where  he  labored  only  about  two  years, 
when,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1854,  he  died,  in  "the  tri- 
umphs of  the  Christian  faith,"  and  entered  into  "the  rest 
prepared  for  the  people  of  God."  (Min.  0.  Syn.,  1852,  p. 
18;  and  1854,  p.  32.) 

Of  the  early  history  of  Mr.  Bruecker  we  have  no  knowl- 
edge. He  is  spoken  of  as  an  earnest  and  faithful  minister. 
He  departed  this  life  after  a  ministry  of  only  a  very  brief 
period,  and  at  the  early  age  of  28  years. 
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REV.  CHARLES  H.  ALBERT. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch — the  son  of  Mr.  Jacob 
Albert,  and  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harmony — was 
born  in  White  Hall,  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1824. 
In  early  life,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Perry  county, 
where  he  grew  up.  His  literary  and  theological  studies 
he  pursued  at  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  gradu- 
ated in  1848.  After  spending  about  two  years  in  the  Semi- 
nary, he  was  licensed  by  the  Lebanon  Classis,  in  1850,  and 
ordained  to  the  office  and  work  of  the  ministry,  in  1852, 
by  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina,  where  for  some  time  he 
acted  as  President  of  Catawba  College.  He  then  came 
North,  and  was  employed  in  teaching  a  select  school. 
Subsequently,  he  passed  over  to  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  finally  died  in  Texas,  in  1869,  aged  45  years. 

Mr.  Albert  was  a  man  of  considerable  ability,  extensive 
knowledge,  and  good  taste ;  affable,  social,  and  kind,  but 
very  eccentric.  He  published,  when  quite  young,  a  small 
volume  of  poems. 


REV.  ERICK  F.  LOEDERS. 

Of  Mr.  Loeders'  early  life  we  have  no  definite  know- 
ledge. Formerly  he  resided  at  Baltimore,  where  he  was 
for  m.iny  years  engaged  as  a  colporteur  of  the  American 
Tract  Society.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  the  West ; 
and  in  1854,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the 
Sandusky  Classis  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  ordained  as 
missionary  to  Auglaize  county,  in  Ohio.  (Min.  0.  Syn., 
1854,  p.  26.)  He  appears  to  have  remained  here  only  a 
few  years.  In  1857,  he  took  charge  of  the  Second  Reformed 
church,  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  until  1862,  a 
period  of  five  years.  His  ministry  in  that  congregation 
-i  appears  to  have  been  crowned  with  success,  as  the  number 
of  members  increased  from  90  to  135,  and  the  communi- 
cants from  80  to  125,  as  appears  from  the  statistical  tables 
of  this  period. 


500  FATHERS  OP  THE  REFOEMED   CHURCH. 

From  Dayton,  he  removed,  in  the  year  1862  or  '63,  to 
Lafayette,  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  Here  he  contined  to 
reside  until  the  close  of  his  life.  "Whether  he  had  charge 
of  any  congregations,  or  was  at  all  engaged  in  the  active 
duties  of  the  ministry,  does  not  appear  from  the  Minutes 
of  the  Synod.  He  was,  in  all  probability,  without  any 
regular  charge.  We  have  made  inquiry  by  letter  of  persons 
in  the  West,  but  can  get  no  information  which  will  enable 
^  us  to  prepare  a  satisfactory  sketch  of  his  life  and  ministry. 

He  died  at  his  residence,  Lafayette,  Indiana,  on  the  12th 
of  May,  1870,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age.  The  sermon  at 
his  funeral  was  preached,  at  his  special  request,  by  the 
Eev.  H.  L.  Miller,  from  1  Cor.  ii.  2—Ref.  Ch.  Mm.,  July 
20, 1870. 


REV.  GEORGE  A.  FICKES, 

Mr.  Fickes  was  born  in  Union  township,  Bedford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  April  15th,  1820.  His  parents  were  Jacob 
and  Rosanna  Fickes.  After  being  properly  instructed,  he 
was  confirmed  by  the  Rev.  Jacob  Ziegler,  about  the  year 
1837,  and  thus  received  as  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
church  at  St.  Clairsville,  then  belonging  to  the  Bedford 
charge. 

He  prosecuted  his  studies  at  Tiffin,  Ohio ;  and  was  licensed 
by  the  Westmoreland  Classis  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
ordained  to  the  holy  ministry  in  1857.  (Min.  O.  Syn.,  1858, 
p.  16.)  He  took  charge  of  four  congregations  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Grantsville,  Maryland,  where  he  labored  for 
about  two  years,  when  he  removed  to  Fremont,  Ohio.  He 
was  for  several  years  without  any  pastoral  charge,  owing, 
probably,  to  ill-health,  preaching  during  this  interval  only 
occasionally.  In  1863  he  went  to  Plymouth,  Indiana,  where 
he  served  four  congregations  during  that  and  the  succeed- 
ing year.  After  this  he  served  some  congregations  in  De 
Kalb  county ;  only,  however,  for  a  short  time,  when  he 
died,  April  26th,  1865,  aged  45  years  and  11  days.  (Min. 
O.  Syn.,  1865,  p.  24.) 
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Mr.  Fickes  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Moser,  February 
22d,  1843.  They  had  ten  children  ;  of  these  two  boys  and 
one  girl  are  with  their  sainted  father  in  the  spirit-world. 
The  others,  three  boys  and  four  girls,  are  still  living. 

Mr.  Fickes  was  a  good,  earnest,  and  upright  man,  en- 
deavoring faithfully  to  discharge  his  dutiies  as  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel.  Owing  to  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  he 
labored  under  some  disadvantage  as  a  public  speaker. 
Like  many  others  in  the  ministry,  he  was  poor ;  and,  be- 
sides preaching  the  Gospel,  had  to  labor  to  support  him- 
self and  family.  Often  after  working  hard  all  the  week, 
he  would  walk  ten  or  even  twenty  miles  to  his  appoint- 
ments on  Sunday.  He  is  at  rest  now — asleep  in  Jesus. 
(Letter  of  Rev.H.  Bair.) 


REV.  JESSE  STROUD  WEBER. 

Op  Mr.  Weber's  early  history  we  have  no  knowledge. 
The  following  account  of  his  later  life  and  death,  we  take 
from  the  Ref.  Ch.  Mess.,  August  8th,  1860 : 

On  the  27th  of  July,  1860,  J.  Stroud  Weber,  a  licentiate 
of  the  Philadelphia  Classis,  went  out  with  his  brother  John 
Herman  Weber,  on  a  fishing  excursion,  at  Absecom,  New 
Jersey,  in  a  small  boat,  when  by  some  means  they  were 
thrown  into  the  bay,  and  both  perished. 

Mr.  Weber  served  his  apprenticeship  as  a  printer  at 
Doylestown,  Pennsylvania.  In  1857,  he  joined  the  Church 
under  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Shenkle,  at  the  Trappe,  and  at  once 
commenced  studying  for  the  ministry  under  his  pastor  and 
a  committee  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis.  Since  then  he 
has  been  teaching  school  in  connection  with  his  theological 
studies.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Clas- 
sis, in  1860,  he  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Since 
he  commenced  studying,  he  was  a  faithful  worker  in  the 
cause  of  the  Redeemer.  Hearing  of  the  illness  of  his 
father  a  fortnight  since,  who  lives  at  Absecom,  New  Jersey, 
he  paid  bim  a  visit,  and  while  there  the  sad  accident  oc- 
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curred.  Stroud  was  28  years  of  age,  and  his  brother  21. 
The  former  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children.  On  the  31st, 
both  were  buried  in  one  grave  in  the  Episcopal  cemetery 
at  Evansburg,  in  the  presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of 
people,  half  of  whom  could  not  gain  access  to  the  church. 
The  Rev.  A.  B  Shenkle  preached  the  funeral  sermon. 
The  Revs,  G.  Minzer,  H.  A.  Hunsecker,  and  H.  S.  Roden- 
baugh,  also  assisted  in  the  services.  These  two  young 
men  were  the  only  children  of  their  bereaved  and  discon- 
solate parents. 


REV.  F.  H.  WAHLERS. 

Mb.  Wahlers  was  a  native  of  Fiihr,  kingdom  of  Han- 
over, in  Germany,  where  he  was  born  September  10th, 
1844.  Of  his  childhood  and  early  youth  we  have  no  infor- 
mation, nor  of  the  time  of  his  emigration  to  this  country. 
He  was  licensed,  and  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry,  by 
the  Indiana  Classis  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Lafayette,  In- 
diana, in  the  spring  of  1867.  He  was  pastor  for  a  short 
time  at  Crothersville,  Indiana,  where  he  died  very  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly  March  18th,  1868,  aged  23  years, 
6  months  and  8  days. 

He  was  a  good  man,  and  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Lord. 
His  death  occurred  under  the  most  distressing  circum- 
stances. He  was  subject  to  epileptic  fits  ;  and,  while  walk- 
ing out  alone  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  had  an 
attack,  and,  falling  on  his  face  in  a  wet  or  low  place,  he 
was  suffocated.  When  found,  life  was  wholly  extinct.  He 
was  greatly  beloved  by  his  people,  and  his  early  death 
was  universally  lamented.  (Letter  of  Rev.  F.  W.  Roden- 
berg.) 


REV.  FREDERICK  MOYER. 
The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  was  born  March  22d, 
1844,    in  Rush  Creek    township,   Fairfield    county.    His 
parents    were  John   Moyer    and  Nancy,  his  wife.    His 
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mother  died  when  he  was  only  about  seven  years  old, 
thus  leaving  him  deprived  of  her  faithful  training  and 
guidance.  His  father  is  still  living.  He  was  baptized  in 
his  infancy  by  the  Rev.  George  Weisz.  In  his  fifteenth 
year,  after  having  passed  through  a  course  of  catechetical 
instruction,  he  was  confirmed,  and  received  into  full  com- 
munion with  the  German  Reformed  Church,  by  the  Rev. 
N.  H.  Loose.  ^ 

Feeling  himself  called  of  God  to  the  work  of  the  minis-| 
try,  he  entered  upon  a  course  of  study,  when  eighteen 
years  of  age,  in  Heidelberg  College,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he 
completed  his  literary  course,  and  subsequently,  also,  his 
theological  studies.  He  was  for  some  time  employed  as 
tutor  in  the  college,  and  is  said  to  have  been  a  young  man 
of  much  promise  ;  which  would  seem  to  be  confirmed  by 
the  position  which  he  was  called  to  occupy  in  the  institu- 
tion in  which  he  had  prosecuted  his  studies. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  1868,  he  was  examined  and 
licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  Tiffin  Classis,  Synod 
of  Ohio.  He  had  received  and  accepted  a  call  from  the 
Akron  mission;  and  was  about  entering  upon  his  duties  in 
this  field  of  labor;  but,  before  doing  so,  he  wished  to  pay 
his  friends  another  visit.  He  reached  his  father's  house  on 
the  24th  of  the  same  month,  and  only  a  few  days  later— on 
the  31st— he  was  attacked  with  typhoid  fever,  from  which 
he  suffered  about  four  weeks,  when,  on  the  24th  day  of 
January,  1869,  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  aged  24  years,  10 
months,  and  2  days.  Of  the  particulars  connected  with 
his  burial  we  have  no  information. 

Mr.  Moyer  was  a  man  of  talent,  and  "  much  was  ex- 
pected from  his  future  labors  for  the  Church ; "  but  God'a 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways.  For  wise  and  holy  purposes  He 
took  him  away  from  earth,  even  before  he  had  entered 
upon  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry,  in  preparing  for  which 
he  had  spent  years  of  hard  study  and  close  application. 
The  Master  needed  him  in  that  higher  and  better  world, 
where,  with  "  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first- 
born," he  is  permitted  to  serve  God  in  a  purer  and  more 
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perfect  way.    "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 
see  God."— i2e/.  Ch.  Mess.,  Feb.  10, 1869. 


REV.  THEODORE  MUELLER. 

Mr.  Mueller  was  a  European  by  birth.  He  was  born 
the  17th  day  of  January,  1834,  in  Stargard,  Mechlinburg- 
Strelitz.  His  parents  were  Christopher  and  Dorothea  I 
Mueller.  He  was  educated  in  the  Rough-House  (Rauhen- 
^  Haus),  near  Hamburg,  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wichern.  He 
was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  St.  John's  Clas- 
sis.  Synod  of  Ohio,  Nov.  4th,  1869 ;  but  was  never  ordained. 
He  preached  to  a  country  congregation  about  six  months. 
"He  was  a  good  husband  to  his  wife,"  says  one  who  knew 
him  well,  "  a  good  father  to  his  children,  an  active  member 
of  the  Church,  and  a  true  servant  of  the  Lord."  He  died, 
December  29, 1870,  aged  36  years,  11  months  and  12  days. 

On  the  following  day  he  was  buried,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  P.  Herbruck,  on 
Gen.  xlviii.  21.  He  left  a  wife  and  three  children — one 
died  soon  after  his  own  death.  (Letter  of  Rev.  P.  Herbruck ; 
also  Min.  0.  Syn.,  1870,  p.  17.) 
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